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PKliFACE. 


I N these prosaic clays, tlic “ Pax Britannica ” having' been cbtablishcd 
bhroughouL India, it is Imrd to realize that, not so very long 
ago, the countrj' was overrun by armed gangs, and that a state of 
lawlessness, somewhat similar to that which now prevails among the 
tribes on the North-West Frontier, existed. 

These gangs proved a vcrilalilc pest in their immediate ncigh- 
hourhood. They terrorised the populace by murder, looting, rob- 
beries and dacoities. II was, therefore iiiciimbcnt on the Government 
lo take steps to estidilish law and order in those jn'ovince.s where such 
gangs existed. 

The emphn'ment of regular troops proved unsatisfacloiy. It 
was found that their discipline .suirered on being S]illt up into small 
detachments, and that, they conti'acted much sickness bj serving in 
unhealthy localities. Pui’lhcr, it was not always politic to use them, 
and the cost was prohibitive. 

These circumstauccs led to the formation of Local Corps, such 
ns the Khandes-h Bhil Coqjs. The wisdom of tiie decision arrived 
at, subsequent events have abiiiidanti}* proved. 

The object in raising a Local Corps is to restore order in a 
lawless District and to preserve it thereafter. This is cfFcctcd by 
inducing those who take to the road, as the Bhils did, to join its 
ranks. At the start,' it is a difficult task, aicn who have been in 
the habit of plundering, murdering, robbing and looting, are most 
difficult to allure into the net of discipline. They arc suspicious and 
look askance. It must be pointed out to them that an honest liveli- 
hood is preferable to one connected with tlieft, robbery and crime, 
which punishment is sure to follow. 

Once prejudice and fears have been alaj'cd, it is self evident 
that these arc the very men required. They are brave to a fault ; 
no enterprize is too daring for them j they arc acquainted with 
every hill path, refuge, retreat and forest in the Province. It is 
also more than probable that .all the had characters are known to them. 

To make them law-al)iding subjects, however, is no light, task. 
The best method lo obtain this end is that tlicir officers should en- 
deavour lo enlist them personally, to shew them that they trust them 
and. mean to be their friends, and tlion to make them understand that 
much is expected of them. After this come drill and discipline. 
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proper clothing and housing. So much effected they gradually 
learn to sec that an honest living is the best. At first' any material 
that offers must be accepted. Later it is better to restrict recruit- 
ing to 3'Oung men. The advantage of this is tlint they arc more 
easily led and instructed, ns well .as weaned from bad habits, should 
such have been unfortunatelj’' contracted. 

The duties of a Loco] Corps are dual. They require to bo 
sufficient!}’ well drilled and disciplined to be able to take the field 
alone, or beside the regulars. In times of peace their duties are akin 
to those of the Police. 

When it is necessary to raise a new Corps, it is evident tliat the 
officer selected for the duty should be possessed of exceptional quali- 
ties. Great administrative ahilit}’ is not the only consideration, he 
must be capable of winning the affection and confidence of those 
witli whom ho will be required to serve. It was indeed fortunate for 
the welfare of the Khande.sh Bhil Corps, that the choice fell on 
Outram, the Bayard of the Kast, of whom it can be IruLlifully said 
that ho was “ Sans pour ct .sans reprochc." Although but 22 years 
of ago when the tusk of raising the Corps was assigned him, he 
proved lie was fully capable of coping ivith it. It is more than pro- 
bable that the experience gained then, combined with the responsi- 
bilities connected therewith, had much to do with the formation of 
his character, and led up to his brilliant achievements in later life. 

While perusing the records of “ The Ifliandcsh Bhil Corps ” so 
abl}' colUitc'd by Hr. A. II. A. Sinicox, one cannot fail to be inLcres- 
ted, nor can one but acknowledge the wonderful services the Bhils 
performed, and how extraordinarily useful they proved themselves to 
be. As one closes the xmges of the book a tinge of regi-ct appeai-s 
at the thought that this gallant body of men no longer exists, and 
that its extinction is due almost entirely to the part Ihc Corps itself 
played ill restoring law and order in Khandesh. Tlicrc is, however, 
one consolation, namclj’, that the jiast can never be taken from the 
Corps. In publishing these records Mr. Siincox serves to keep its 
memory green and appeals not only to “ lovcre of Khandesh,” but to 
all lovers of brave men and their deeds of daring. 

R. M. BETHAM, Lieut.-Coi.., 

The 101«# Grevadhre. 



AUTHOR’S FOREWORD. 

T hose who dwcll nowadays in the Bombay rrcsidenc3- live in 
a peace so profound, that it may seem to them difficult to 
imagine any very difTcrent conditions. That the Slarathas were once 
the most feared race in India, that liordcs of ill-paid incrccnar}' Ai’abs 
wandered armed and oppressed the country in the name of this or 
that master, tliat the Bhils descended from their eyries' and swept 
the plains of many a fair district, that the Piiidnris were a constant 
menace on the pastern frontier ; all these things inflnenee modern 
life as much, and are ns often in the public mind, as the Wars of the 
Roses in England. Yet it were not well that the names and deeds 
of the great men to whom we owe our present peace and comfort 
be foi-gottcn. It is trnc that so long ns an Englishman remains in 
India, the name of Ontr.am can never die. But oven Out ram is re- 
membered at Lucknow and forgotten in Bombay. That he worked 
as hard, and sacrificed himself ns readily, when he was a Subaltern 
as when he was a General, is little known. As for the )nnny other 
less prominent, but still admirable, men whose names appear in this 
book, it would he safe to s.ay that few of the present generation 
have oven heard of them. In fact, main’ of their names are bettor 
kept alive in the traditions of the countrj- people than in the litera- 
ture of tlic educated. 

IVliero would be the prosperity of Bombay, if cverj' available 
acre in Khandesh were not sown with cotton ? What would be the 
feelings of the soldiers at Poono, Ahmednngar, and Aurangabad 
if they were required to patrol the Satpuras and Satmalns in force 
every season ? Not a soldier now remains in the Province, nor is 
the need of military force ever felt. Ravenous beasts arc so scarce, 
that it is liardlj’ worth while for the shikari to come to Khandesh. 

I trust I have given sufficient reason for this book, a small 
addition to the glorious traditions of the Bombay Presidencj", both 
military and civil. 

My readers will please note that I have assumed a geiicr.al 
knowledge of contempoi’ary history, and more particularly of the 
events of 1818 and of 1857-58. I have not attempted comparisons of 
local events with those occurring elsewhere, nor connexions between 
local events and the genei'al history of India, but have confined 
mj'sclf to the history of the Province and its local coi-ps, seeking 
only to keep alive the memory of great men and great deeds, and 
leaving my readers to compare, connect, and conclude as thej’ will. 
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I make no excuse for quoting freely from official letters, 
quaint as is sometimes their language. Nor have I altemptoiT to 
‘ liunterianize ’ the spelling of the old records. It is familiar 
enough to those who know India, that what was once Candeish is 
now Khandesh, that Dhurrungaum and Dliarangaon are the same 
place, and that Bhj-ria is phonetic for Baherya. I must plead guilty 
to having placed a few stops in some of the old letters. Critics may 
possiblj' say that I have not placed enough. If one might find 
fault with Outram, one would say that his sentences arc longer, 
more pausclcss and breathless than his forced marches. 

It remains lo cxprc.ss my gi-atitude to those who have assisted 
me. Sir F. B. Outram has most kindlj’ sent me manj’ intei-csting 
family records, on which I have freely indented. Mr. Rudyard Kip- 
ling has assisted me with %-nluablc suggestions. IMr. R. D. Bell, 
Undersecretary to Government, has had the Secretariat files searched, 
and hir. Balvant Mahadco, the Record-keeper, has kindlj- sent me the 
files I needed, and has even been at pains to mark the pages for me. 
Mr. Curtis has also sent me some extracts from the Commissioner’s 
records. Mr. K. R. Bamanji, Collector of West Khandesh, has been 
most kind in allowing me the use of many of his office files. 
Colonel Burrard, Director-General of Indian Surveys, has had the 
accompanying map prepared for me. The Officers Commanding tlie 
Regiments from which the Bhil Corps officers were drawn and tlie 
Station Staff Officer, Poona, have kindlj' searched their regimental 
records for information regarding those officers, not always with 
success. Sir Lesley Probyn, Mr. Crawley Boeve3', Dr. Pollen, Mr. 
M. Kennedy, and Mr. H. M. Gibbs have supplied me with reminis- 
cences of Oliver Probyn. Last, but not least, my dear wife has copied 
out for me all the extracts from old records embodied in the book. 
Timenorn and crabbed as many of them were, tlie task was not an 
easy one. To all these I render my sincere thanks, and trust the 
result may not disappoint them. 

The binding is an attempt to reproduce Outram’s old colours, 
dark blue with green facings, and the hlutinj- medal which the 
Corps so well earned. 

Judge, criticize, condemn as j'ou ■nill, j'ct be a little merciful 
to one of j-our number, for to j-ou, as the title page sa^'s, 1 com- 
mend m.y M'ork, O Lovers of Khande.sh. 

A. H, A. SIMCOX. 

Casip at Ravek, 

Ifit/) Jmniary 191S. 
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CHAPTER I. 


THE PROVINCE OF KHANDESH. 
rpilE limits of the Province of Khandcsli have been diirci'cntly dcs- 

cribed at various periods. In the “ Ain-i-Akbari ” is an account 
of the Subah of Duiidcsh, also named Khandc.sh. The compiler of 
that ivork states that .Tamod, noir in Berar, is the eastern boundar3' 
6 f the Subah, and gives Ealing near Dhulia as the u-estern limit. 
Nothing is said about the southern boundary', and Pal is the oiil3'' 
place mentioned on tlie north. Asirgadh is stated to be the 
residence of the Governor, and brief notes are given about several 
other towns. It is noticeable that all the towns mentioned arc in 
the eastern half of the province, except one, Thalncr, which is on the 
Tapti river in Shirpur Taluka. The western half of the province is 
practica]l3' ignored. ProbabU* the reason is that the main through 
route of those da3-s was from north-east to south-west, through 
the Asirgadh gorge, across East Khandesh, and up the Ajantii 
Puss into the Deccan towards Daulatabud and Ahmednagar. The 
compiler of “ Aiu-i-Akbari ” further assigns Nandurbar to Malva 
Subha, and treats Baglan as an independent region, rightly belong- 
ing to Gujarat. The Subha is said to be populated by Kunbis, 
Bhils, and Gonds, all very industrious, and the last named famous 
for taming lions. 

Tavernier, the French diamond merchant who travelled all over 
India in the days of Auraiigzib, made his starting point at Surat, 
and travelled through Khandesh at least twice. He, however, docs 
not allude to territorial divisions, but only gives itineraries. He 
mentions Navnpur as producing the best rice in India, and 
Burhanpur as being a place of importance. He also has a story 
about Aiikai Fort, near Maninad. 

Ferishta again does not mcnlion the boundaries of Khandesh 
thbugh he often refers to the local d3'nast3', which claimed to be 
descended from the Khidif Umar. 
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In more recent times, up to the beginning of British rule, tlic 
province finds little notice in liistory. Its people are, and appa- 
rently always have been, attadied to the soil, lotli to emigrate, averse 
to any service whidi might take them outside visiting distance 
of their native towns. They have always paid the demands of 
whatever conquerors might happen to be their overlords for the 
time being. All they have asked is to be let alone to cultivate their 
lands. They have never produced a leader of men, who should mar- 
shal his compatriots to conquest. But however little the people of 
tlie province may have dierishcd ambition, the various foreign con- 
querors who from time to time passed through IChundesh did not 
fail to observe its rich soil and abundant capacity for producing 
revenue. It Avill suffice, as evidence of this, to describe the state of 
Khaiidcsh at tlie beginning of British rule in ISIS. Siiidia then held 
the parganas of Chopda, Pachora, and Yaval, and many isolated-vil- 
lages. Holkar laid claim to large tracts in the province, and it was 
indeed on the cession of his claims by tlie treat3' of Mandlcshwar that 
the Company first entered the province, in order to take over tlie 
ceded tracts. The Nizam had overstepped the Satmalas in the south 
and had dominion over many villages. The Peshva claimed tire 
remainder of the province and had nuui}’ resident Jahagirdars and 
officers, the chief of whom was the llajabahudur of Mnlcgaon. Parola 
was a fief of the crown of Jhansi. The Nawab of Wai claimed feudal 
rights over the pargana of Erandol, and Uie Gaikwad over those 
parts of Baglan which are dominated by' the hill fort of Salcr. 
Asirgadh and Burhunpur were oven-un by Pindari chiefs. On the 
Satmalu Hills, the Satpura Mountains, and the Akrani were many 
semi-independent Bhil cliieftains. 

By conquest, forfeiture, cxdiangc, or lapse, most of these 
foreign overlords have vanished, and the province may now be des- 
cribed as all British. The natural frontier to the soutli has, however, 
never been reasserted, the tchsil of Burhanpur has since very early 
times been considered to be part of the Central Provinces, and the 
remainder of the province has been cut up to form part of the dis- 
trict of Nasik, and more recently the two districts of East and West 
Ehandesh. 

Territorially and ethnographically the boundaries of Khandesh 
are well defined. On the north lie the Satpura Mountains, from 
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Knthi Stntc to Asirprnflli. On llio ‘joiilli i- llic Snlinnla anil Ajanta 
Range from llic Sahradris 1o llic border of Uerar, having only one 
small gap between Chandor and Manniad, Ibrongb wliicli llic Great 
Indian Peninsula Railway main line now runs. On the west are 
the Sahyadris or \Yeslern Ghats, ns far a.s the Tapti, and north of 
that river the Ivalhi Hills, and on the cast flie rough range of 
hills lying hcl.wecn .Taniner, Hdalabad, an<l the Uerars, 

In short, the province consists of the basins of the Tapli and 
its afllnents from Asirg.adli on the ca<t to the Sahyadris on the 
west. Within these liniils the people of the soil, though themselves 
split up into innumerable castes and divisions, are so fur an united 
whole that they will not infennarry witli those from outside, and 
that they have always maintained a peculiar set of Heights and 
moMsiircs. 

. Tliore is no written history of Khandesli. The caves of Ajanta 
arc within its territorial limits, andtlioscof Kllora only just outside. 
There arc also cave temples at. Pntnji in llic ('linlisgaon Tnluka. 
.Tudging hy the iinportaiicc of tlie.se moniiinciits, it may he n-ssiiincd 
that in Buddhist dny.s, and in the time svlien Hinduism rc-assortod 
itself, Khandosh was no iinimporiniit province. There is an ancient 
temple in the Shii'pur Satjuiras which 1ms on one .side a 
Buddha, and on the other the boai'-avntar of Vi.shmi. Alany ancient 
monolithic tx!niplo.s, wells, and tanks exist all over the jirovincc. 
'J'hcsc arc usually assigned l»y tradition either to the Pnndavs or 
lo the “ Gaoli Rajas.” '1‘hough there is no lii.story of the Gaoli 
Rajas, the univcr.s.aliiy of the tradition that they existed indicates 
that in pre-!Miissulinan days the jirovincc must have owned some 
dynastj- of Hindu king.s, whose rcvciuic was derived from the 
forc.sls. 

Mo.st of the pl.ains of Klmnde.sh would appear to have been in 
prehistoric times a take or inland sea. Thei-e arc ilistinct beaches 
of water-worn pcbb1e.s and boulders to he found in many places 
at llio foot of the S.atpnra .and Satmala Hills. The plain itself 
undulates, but not to .a gi-cat extent, and as-crages some 700 feet 
above .sea level. Tlicrc are, however, isolated ranges of low hills 
in the interior, rising sometimes to 1,S00 feet. At the west 
end, the plain rises rapidly towards the Sahyadris. The 
surrounding mountains .arc usually' precipitous, and have been 
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cut by the action of water into a variet3' of craggy peaks, var3'ing 
in height from 5,000 feet to S,500 feet. In many cases the isolated 
peaks are formed of cnoi'mous blocks of black basalt, with level tops, 
and sides scarped to a deptli of several hundreds of feet. So per- 
pendicular are the sides of the scarps, that rann3* of them appear 
as if the3’ had been artificially formed. Such peaks are invariab]3- 
called ‘ Killa,’ and cvei^y one of them shows more or less signs of 
having been rendered defensible. If the scarp w.as" natiirnll3' inacces- 
sible, one or more staircases were cut in it, and defended with door- 
ways. If there were we.ak points in the scarp, tho3' were protected 
by parapet ivalls. It is a curious fact that though those hills arc 
isolated peaks, and though the basalt is most impervious to water, 
yet, at certain levels, more or less distant from the top, a little 
excavation has succeeded in discovering a sure and perennial suppl3' 
of pure waler. Evei^y one of these forts has one or more cave 
tanks, generally rectangular in plan, and often deepening as the c.xca- 
vation goes further into the 3’ock, containing watei-. Evcr3' fort 
also has one or more di'3' caves, evidcntl3’ used as residences, or ns 
store rooms for grain or ammunition. Luxuriant grass is alwn3-s to 
be found on the hill tops. More admirable places for refuge or 
defence could not be imagined. From the form of the excav.ition it 
seems that these forts, though usuall3' called ‘Marntha Forts,’ have , 
been used from ver3- ancient times. Though seldom oimamented, ns 
in the case of Ellorn and Ajanta, with sculpture or painting, the 
water oaves and dry caves present all the appearance of Buddhist 
cells. Moreover, the Marntha genius was destructive, not construc- 
tive. Had the Maratha Kings or Peshvas undertaken woi-ks so 
extensive and laborious as the excavation of these cliambers, the fact 
could not fail to have been noticed in histor3'. The west and 
soutli frontiers of the province abound in tliese isolated forts. The 
Satpuras on the north have not so many, but tlic whole range is 
inaccessible in the extreme, and .affords countless hiding places. 

On tlie plains every town .and village of importance was 
strongly fortified. Some, like Malegaon and Pai-ola, were surround- 
ed by chains of bastions connected by curtains and surrounded b3' a 
moat or dry ditcli, with .an elaborate citadel-palace at one angle. In 
smaller villages the outer walls of tlie houses tliemselves wei-e built so 
as jto form a continuous curtain wall, independent bastions being 
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prnviflcfl .it cnrli gntcwny. Tlip niiinhcr .ind el.iliov.itonc^s of the 
fortific.itions nnd place.'? of refuge .mrcly iiirlic!il.e a pcrpctiinl flread 
of attack. It lias heen noted .iliovc tliat tlie people, of TChiincIcsli 
are neither lilooclt liir.sty, warlike, nor ambitious. It i.s not likely, 
then, that each town, ns on the Xorth-west Frontier, was fort.ificfl 
against the ntlaeks of its ncighhonr.s. Foreign enemies ccrLainly 
have been shown to have passed and repassed, soinctiinc.s plundering 
and marching away, soincLiine.s remaining as conquerors. Even 
the.se enemies, howes-er, appeared but rarely in the course of centuries, 
and do not suflice to account for the continual need of .security 
shown in a province whose everjr village was a fortress, and wlinse 
every JxilU clo.sed his village gates on himself, his belongings, and 
the folk in his charge every night. It follows that the province 
mu.st have been infested with cver-pre.sent foes, who might appear 
in any number.s on any day or any night, and against whom every 
village must needs be constantly on the watch. That such foes 
existed, and in what manner they were rendered harndcss, it i.s the 
purjiosc. of this memoir to explain. 



CHAPTER II. 


THE BHILS. 

F ROjM a point north of Utlaipur, over a triangular space, of 
■which the base is roughlj' the south boundary of the Province 
of Khandesh, are found the Bhils.^= Short, black, snub-nosed, 
usually ugb', but withal of a cheerful expression, they are easily 
distinguished from their neighbours. For it is only in a few very 
wild patches of .jungle that the population is oxchisivcl.y Bhil. In 
cultivated tracts they are found, a small colonj' on the outskirts of 
each village, combining in their persons the varied attributes of 
village police, bird-senrers and watchers of crops, general sportsmen, 
liclots, Pici.s and Scots, and ordinar.v footpads. They arc, un- 
doubtcdl.v, one of the chief reniaining tribes of those people who 
inhabited the Peninsula of India before tlio Aryan incursion : the 
inhabitiints of the Dakshina-vana, known to Sanskrit authors onl.v 
ns monke.vs and goblins. To this da.v, though they have adopted 
inan.v Hindu customs, and speak languages largcl.v borrowed 
from the Hindus among whom the.y live, they arc tacitl.y recognized 
ns non-Hindu, They live cheek by .jowl with the untouchable, the 
scavengers, and cobblers ; the.y are coupled with such outrcastcs in 
ordinary parlance. Yet a Bhil ni.ay enter a temple or a house 
without defiling it, .just as a ^lussulman or a Christian nia.y. Ho 
is not part of the schemo of caste at all. Further, the heir of the 
Sun, in whose veins flows the bluest blood in the world, the 
acknowdedged head of all Ra.jputnna, is not establislicd on his 
throne till he has received on his forehead the tilak from the Bhil, 
who is a more .ancient lord of the soil tlinn the offspring of Rama 
himself. 


*An accurate dcscriplion of their h.-ibitaV may be found in the Introducb'on to 
Vot. TX, Part III. of the “langnistic Survey of Tnilia” by Dr. G. A. Grierson. 





Jlr. Rudyard Kipling lias given a vivid picture of many Bliil 
characteristics in “ The Tomb of His Ancestors,” one of the tales in 
“ A Day’s Work.” Savage in habits, suspicious of civilization, j’ct 
faithful as a dog to tlie master who has won his confidence, the 
Uliil fears tlic Government doctor, whom he suspects as being little 
better tlian tlie witdies of his own tribe ; and yet he cheerfully faces 
a tiger on foot, though he is naked and onlj' armed with a spear or 
bow and arrows. 

Unfoitunately for the Province of ICliandcsh, the uncertainty 
of its government during the 3-ears previous to British rule, and the 
exorbitant demands of officials, authorized or unauthorized, had 
reduced the cultivators to such distress that thev" were barely able 
to iiiaintain themselves, much less tliosc dependent on them. In 
cvcr3- village and on cverj- mountain road the Bhils were the 
hcreditar3- local police. In return for patrolling tlie village 
lands, destroj’ing wild beasts, and escorting travellers through 
passes, tho3f claimed maintenance fx-om the x-illagers. In times 
of plont3' this was cheexfull}’ given, but the wars and oppres- 
sions of that period caused univei-sal povcit3- and distress. Many 
villages were deserted altogcthci-, and the inhabitants of tliose 
that remained cultivated such lands as thc3» could, but were imme- 
diately plundcicd of the pioducc b3' the officers of tlie various 
Governments. 

At tlie time when police was most needed there was no food for 
the police. The Bhils, as true liill men, instinctively turned to their 
native hills. TIie3' foi-sook the villages which no longer maintained 
them, formed themselves into gangs, and took up positions in the 
mountains. Kach gang found a leader in the pci'son of tlie most 
daring robber of its number, and commenced to earn its living by 
liighway robbery, and by nightly descents on villages from which 
mone3', valuables, or cattle could be sccui’cd. So weak were the 
various Govei-nments that instead of ti-ying to reduce or exieiminate 
the gangs by force of arms, they would endeavour to placate them 
by ransom and tribute, not with the idea of inducing them to 
rctui-n to peaceful pursuits, but in order to cause tliem to max-aud 
in other people’s territories. The Nizam’s officers and those of 
Holkar and Scindia seem to have kept the Bliils moi-e or less regu- 
larl3r supplied, nay even to have systematically shox-ed in their 
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plunder. Consequently the Bhil raids wci'c oftenest directed into 
Khundesh. Those who had been tlie guardians of the peace became 
the bitterest foes of the people. Captain Briggs, the first Political 
Agent in Khundesh, remarks as follows on this subject: — 

“From all I can learn Uie Police of Candeish was origi- 
nallj- entrusted to the Bhils and along the banks of the 
Tapty to the colies who during the time it is not 
fordable are employed in working tlic boats or rafts on 
that river. Under the former Government when they 
administered direct control over the province, the Police 
intelligence was entirely' entrusted to the Bhils laid tlio 
colics, the executive part to the Sibuiidics. There were a 
certain number of Bhils in each village who had lands or a 
portion of the crops granted to them for their maintenance, 
and whoso dutj' it was to conduct strangers bej ond their 
limits and make them over in safety to the next village 
Bhils. 

“ They were the watchmen at night, they sat and protected 
passes during the day and night, and the}- guarded the 
cultivated fields. In these duties they were most useful to 
tlie inhabitants, but circumstances have driven the greatest 
part of them to seek shelter in the hills and tlie3’ have' 
now become the scourge of their own countr3'. detailed 

reports on the Bhils will have sufiicicntl^' informed 3011 
of their present condition and of the means whidi I have 
taken to induce them to abandon their habits. In each 
district Bhil nuiqs or chiefs were appointed to superintend 
the whole of the village Bhils, and the remains of this system 
is still maintained in the Districts of Gungturiy, north 
of the Godavery, and in some of the Southern Districts of 
Candeish. 

"The poverty of the rj'ots has induced them in the first 
instance to withhold the payments of tlie Bhils, the latter 
driven to necessity have taken to highway robbery, and tlie 
manner in which the Bhils who still remam in villages 
are treated is sufficient to drive tliem to desperation. In 
Candeish the prospect of plundering witli impunitj' has, 
■with other circumstances, deprived tiie villages of most of 
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their wnlelimen ami the forc<:l*. anil lini<!hwooil wliich cover 
the faro of the r.ounlry for inuiiy miles to«cHicr arc peculiar- 
ly nilvantagcoiis for their ntlark-> anil favour their escape. 
Highway robberies attciiileil with the most wanton anil 
barbarous niiin1er.s are coniinittcil ilaily, anil it is ivith the 
greatest (liflicnlty a foiv ofl'enilors have been secured in order 
to make examples. 

"I am convinced from the experience I have had that such 
arc the activity' and intelligence of the Bhils that no robbery 
is committed without their gaining immediate information 
of it, and those in whose vicinity these acts arc committed 
generally share in the booty.” 

Captain O vans, AsL Sotithern Uliil Agent, also writes n similar 
account of the Sntmala Bhils previous to 1818. 

•' Tlie disturlianccs succeeding this unhappy period served to 
increase the confidence of these bands, and to rcci'uit their 
strength. Many of the Naiks now assumed tlic state of 
Ijcttj' Bnjas, ami kcj>l regular bodies of armed men in 
their pa3- for tlic purposes of plumicr. 'J’he evil, too, was 
onl.v increased l».v the atteiiipt.s of the Xnlivc Governments 
to c.arreot it. Tlic^’ did not hesitate to employ fraud, 
ns McU ns open force, to clfecl their object, and many cruel 
massacres of the Bhils arc saiil to h'avc taken place. Seeing, 
therefore, that their extermination was delemiincd upon, 
t.ho3’ at last became utterly- desperate, and avenged lliem- 
selves on the surrounding countr.v bj' such atrocities, as 
caused their verj- name to be equally dreaded and abhorred 
by the inhabilanfe.” 

It is true that there were at least two other classes of 
marauders, distinct from the Bhils, who also jjreyed on Khnn- 
desh. One of these was the Pindari tribe, whose hunting-grounds 
c.xtcmicd westwards ns far a.s the Asirgadh Hills, ami who 
occasionally raided Khandesh. Tlicj* did not fail to find ndhe- 
rchts, imitators, and Iinrboiircrs in the Tndvi ami Nnhal Bhils of the 
Satpuras. 

Another class of desperadoes was the Ar.ah contingent, 
imported in the hatter years of the Peshwns’ rule. These Arabs 
formed the garrisons of some of- Oje more important towns, but 
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■ft-cro .ilso foiHifl in .sni.T]] clctnclimcnhs, .serA-ing wliatovcj' m.nstcr paved 
tliem best, .and nOA-er failing to dc-sert and plunder hiiAA Avhon his 
excbeqncr shoAved signs of emptiness. Hoai- aa-cII they could fight 
may be read in tlie description hj' Captain Briggs of the siege of 
!Maleg.aon, reproduced in the Nnsilc District Gfazettecr. Tliat they 
turned their AA-ell-knoArn bravej-y to account in tyrannising over the 
AA-retcIied A-ill.agers, and extorting from them money and A-alu.ablcs, 
is proA-ed by the correspondence of the carlj' Political Agents and 
Collectors, aa-Iio found that the only Acay of being rid of their impor- 
tunities AA-as to place them under guard, march them to Surat, and 
ship them back to Arabia. 

The .-Vr.abs, hoAA-CA’cr, AA-ere a temporai-y importation, and the 
Pindaris Avore but occ.asionAl A'isitors to one part of the province. 
The Bhils Avere a Standing inenace to the Arholc country. 

Amongst tlAcmsclvos, the Bhils arc dmded into a number of 
septs. Tiicj- imitate tho.se near them in a most extraordinary AA'ay, 
and the Hindu caste system has, no doubt, influenced them in sub- 
diA’iding thcnisclA-cs into AA-hat they themselA’Cs call ‘castes.' Those 
castes, hoAA’cver, aA’c more of the lAAtiAi’c of local than tribal divisions. 
They are mostly knoAA’n by local names, ns Ivonk.-ini Bhils, Adnadi 
Bhils, and so foi'th. All aa'iII cat and drink together, and Avlietlier 
they Arill intermarry seems more a matter of chance than aught else. 
The truth appears to be that they assimilnic themselves to their 
surroundings. They arc in a rough AA-ay remarkable linguists. 
Anyone aa'Iao has AA’ntched a Bhil in Court aa-iII notice that lie makes 
a fair success of ansAiering the Brahman Vakil in Marathi, the 
Mussulman Policeman and the presiding Sahib in Hindustani, Avhilc 
to his fclloAV prisoners he talks his oaa-u patois. It is hardly 
surprising, then, that the Bhils of the plains of. Khande.sh should 
more or less re.semble the farmers there, AA-hile those near the 
Sahyadris, Avlicre the farmers are Konkanis, Ynidis, MaA’chis, and 
other wild tribes, should emulate their neighbours’ Avildness. So 
primitiA-e are the cultiA-ating classes near the Dangs, that onlj- fifteen 
years ago it AA-as possible for a Avhite man to visit A'illages, Avlicrc 
one of his colour had ncA’er been yet seen, AA-hcre the A-illagers AA'ould 
come out and aa orship him as a god, Avhilc his escort of Bhil police- 
men from the plains called tJiem ‘jungle people' and amused 
thcmselvc.s by hunting the children tip the trees like squirrels or 
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iiionkc3-s. Tliorc resided in one such village a iiiari who in his 
.youth WHS arrehted for murder and transported. Having served his 
twenty years he was released and sent hack to his native village 
strong, n ell-fed, and well-clothed, lie walked into the village, where 
no one knew him. . As, howcvci', he pointed quite correctly, sa3'ing, 
' here is ltnma’.s house,” and ' there is Hari's fiehl,’ he was hailed, 
f flute tic micu.r, as a gotl. He accepted his unearned position, anil 
lived respected, on the fat of the land, for the rest of his ilaj’s. If 
the landowners were so ]>rimitivc in those ])art.s, the Bhils could not 
fail to be equally savage, or more so. 

The Uhil .septs, it wouhl appear-, jrrohabi^’ originated in dilFcr- 
ences of territory and surroundings. There is, however one division 
of the race which has to he otherwise accounted for, namely-, the 
Tadvis or Mu.ssulinan Bhils of the north-easi, of the pror-incc. 
This tribe asserts as its tradition that the Tadvis were originally 
Bhils, but were forcibly converted to Maliommndauism in the times, 
of the Alussulman Kinperors. The tradition maj- be accepted as 
substniitiall.v correct, for the Tadvis ai’e those Bhils who live ncai-cst 
to Burhanpur, the Mussulman capital. Also, thc.v are to this daj- 
three pai-ts Bhil and only one Mussulman in nature. They grow 
more or less unsuccessful beards, some of tiicni arc cidicd by 
Mussulman names, and on the occasion of marriiiges lhc3’ consult 
the ICa/i. But against this it mii.st he allowed Ihnl having cunsulled 
the ICa/.i they invite a Brahuiaii to perforin the actual ceremony, 
that they never worship in musquc.s, nor iiiiihl any in their vilhige.s, 
that thej* keep Hindu as well as Mussulman fesitr-als, either being an 
excellent excuse for getting drutik. ALso, thej- claim the Hindu 
right of adoption, and if they own allegiance to un.v gods, it is to 
the bogies and ogres of the hills, Taghdevs, Nagdcv.s, and Dongar- 
devs, who are the dread of all Bhils. 

As a general rule, the Bhil family is a hajipy one. The 
jiarents arc devoted each to the other, and to their ehildrea, of 
whom there arc usually' man3'. The rough and povcrti'-strickcn 
life of the Bhils, witli its irregular hours and uncertain food, causes 
tlie infant niortaHt3- to be large, and prevents tlic raxiid spread of 
the race. 

On festal occasions, however, Bhils arc apt to get frcqueiitl3- 
and hopelcssl3- drunk. Sometimes tlicir women share in the □rg3-, 
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sometimes not. In any ease they arc often beaten or driven away. 
It is liardl3’ to be wondered at if tlicrc occur many lapses from 
viitue, and if many cbildrcn are born with onlj"^ one Bhil 
parent. A certain broad-minded charity, however, is shewn to such 
crx'ors. The religious and formal prayaschita of the Hindus 
is dispensed with, but the practical adjunct to it is insisted on. In 
other words, the erring fami]3- provides a great feed, with ]>lent3- 
of liquor, to tlie caste, tliat is, to the principal Bhils of the neigh- 
bourhood. nds done, the rcpentjmt lad3', with her child or even 
children, are received bade, and arc thereafter considered as no 
better and no noi'sc than nn3- others. Hence, moderatcl3- fair 
complexions, and regular or aquiline features, arc by no means 
uncommon among Bhils. 

The Bhils dress ns the surrounding Hindus of the pooi-cr classes 
do. The men wear a loin-cloth, with a dhottxr or two if circum- 
stances permit, ainl a red pagdi which varies from Slaratha-like re- 
spectability to a sceniingl3- chance collection of wisixs of red rag. A 
ghongudi or countrv’ blanket of wool is added for covering at night, 
if available, and in days of great j)rosperit3' there may be a pair of 
silver kadas or plain bracelets. The women wear n sari and bodice, 
a few glass or silver bangles and necklaces, and pci’haps anklets or 
toe rings. Some of the scini-Bliil tribes, such as the Havehis and" 
Pavras, arc extravagant in fcniulc ornament. The Huvehis loa«l 
their women with hundreds of necklaces of white beads made of cut 
oyster shells, so that the wearer cannot rest lier chin on her chest, 
and is fain to walk, as they tlicmsclvcs sa3’, with her head stuck 
out like a shc-bufFalo. The Pavra ladies weiu' thick brass anklets 
right up to their knees, and have to sit witli legs extended, sa3dng 
that it is a shame to them to squat. Sudi extravagances, however, 
arc not found among true Bhils. 

Orthodox Bhils, both men and women, wear tlie hair long and 
knotted at the back of the head. Tliose of the men, however, who 
have lived long in the plains, generally adopt the Hindu fashion for 
men of shaving the head and leaving only the top-knot. Some cut 
their hair in the English way. 

The national weapons are the bow', used witli arrows or stones, 
the ordinary axe, the spear, and the long battle-axe. The bows arc 
some fii’c feet long, made of bamboo. The strings arc of thin 
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slices of txiinliooi nooscil nt llic ends ivilli r;in- hide. 'J'lic ni-rows (u'c 
'ti]i})ed will) spenr-likc iron lieiids, niid feiilhereil from the vulture’s 
wing, h'or shouting bird*. ;ind <.in)ill giiine the |ininls are covered 
with a siniill hard woofl-apjdc, c.-»ii.sing flieiii to strike a sLuiining 
hluw withutil. imiliinting the game. Sinallcr Iiuws are aUu iiseil 
with duiihlc strings, having heiueen them a snudi |)oueh from uliirli 
•stones or hiillets are ]iropelie<l. 'J'hc oriliimry axe has a wedge- 
shapp<i head. It is used hy niosi, elns'cs in IVcsjtcrn India needs 
no dcseription. The spear has a hanihoo shaft some 'i\ to eiglit feet 
long, and a flat, two-edged, jiointcd head. The hattle-axe or 
t'.liandrabhan is :i most graceful wciipoii. Its shaft is four or live 
feet long. The blade is in the form of a eresecni with its points, 
reflexed. It, is provided with a socket at the back for the sliaft 
and is kejit very sharp. The centre of the bhule is very poweiTid 
and can be u.scd for clearing jungle, while the ends will pare the 
nails or point a jiencil. 

'J'lie IJIiils luue never taken kindly to guns. True, mans Im\e 
been trained to iise iliem, but they are seldom eitlier eiireful or 
skilful ill liaiidliiig llieiii. They prefer to rel\ on llieir extra ordi- 
nary tracking powers, jungle iiislinets aiul ability to reader 
themselves invisible, to ajiproach tlicir enemy, man or beast, williin 
striking di.staiicc. The dc.scri)itioii of the (loads in one of 
Mr. Kijiliiig's “.Jungle Jlook’* stories applies \-ery well to llliils also. 

The body politic, and military or civil organiiuif.ioii, are almost 
entirely wanting. Uhil caste panchayats arc very loosely inudelled 
on Hindu patterns, and arc generally willing to settle dis]iules in 
fat’our of the side wbicli supplies the most drink. Individual 
families are c.xtreniely tenacious of Ihcir hereditary rights to jiolicc a 
village or guard a puss. There are a certain number of hereditary 
Uhil chieftains, bub they have little real power, 'i'lie Icaderb who 
arose from timo to time, organized forces, and preyed on tlic 
country, were invariably men who attracted attention I13’ some net 
of individual daring, usually a robbery with murder. They would 
retreat to the lulls, and gather round them a band of dcs2ieriidoes, 
willing to share the present loot and search for more. So long as 
the self-made lender could defy' autliority, his gang flourished. Let 
the leader be captured, slain, or reduced to submission, and his 
followers vanished us though tlicy hud never been. Huch man 
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rchunicd his peaceful life, not forgetting to observe where money 
was hoarded or cattle increased, so that if another Robin Hood 
'should call him to the forest, he might have valuable information of 
plunder rcadj'. 

Such was the tribe, estimated by Colonel Robertson, the first 
Collector of Khandesh, to number one-eighth of the total popula- 
tion of the province, which was the perpetual menace to law and 
order. The Bhils’ hand was against every man, and every man’s 
hand against them. Month bj’ month and year bj' year cruelty, 
oppression, and crime drove them to the hills, where they formed them- 
selves into bands under the most desperate and cunning of their 
number, and sallied forth to avenge their MTOiigs b^- rapine and 
mui'der. 



CHAPTER TTI 


THE HEITISII OCrTTTATIOX OF KIIAXHESII, 1818-1895. 

I N pnrsuuncc of flic treaty of MniKlle<ilir.>ir witli His Highness 
Hnikiir, Ciiplnin Briggs wjis depiitcfl enriy in 1818 lo occupy 
those jiarts of Khiindcsli which hiwl licoii ceded lo Ihe Cojiipiiny. 
He nrrivcfi in.Kliandesh j-in Ihc fort ami jiass of Sindvn, hy which 
roJite the Boinhay-Agrn road now passes. The first place to he 
occupied was Thalner on Ihe Tajihi. J-Voin thence the forces wiOi 
Captain Briggs ninrehed to Chandorc, on the hordci-s of Khandesh 
and the Deccan, the headquarters of the Agent of Holkar. Chandorc 
was then a fortified town of gre.at importance, doinin.atcd by one of tlic 
most impregnable of hill forts. Raindas, agent of Holkar, after 
much prevarication surrendered the place in March 1818. It was 
eitlicr on tlic way to Cluindore, or nt that ]>lncc, that the army must 
have heard of tlio prolonged operations succeeding the battle of 
Kirkec. Bajirno Peshvn was inflight, somewhere near the Godavari, 
and was treating with Appn Snhcb Bhonsle of Nagpur. The 
Pindaris as a power had been suppressed. With the exception of 
Trimbakji Dcnglya there was hardly a commander of note opposed 
to tlic Company. But as far ns Khandesh was concerned. 
Captain Briggs soon found that armed occupation would bo neces- 
sary. The Arab mercenaries, estimated by him at 6,000 or 7,000 
strong, all good marksmen and of known braverj-, were without n 
leader and in arrears of pay. Tlicj- were willing to attach themselves 
to any freebooter who could offer tliein good pay and plunder. The 
hill forts were occupied bj' gan-isons of varying strengtli, consisting 
of Arabs, or Sibaudis (local irregular levies) or Bhils, or a combina- 
tion of these. The forces with Captain Briggs had joined with the 
southern army in pursuit of Bajirao. It was necessai-y, therefore, to 
assemble a fresh army to reduce Khandesh. The attack began from 
t-he south. The powerful fort of Ankaj near Manpiad surrendered 
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without, o l)low. Tiuh-ai, n v.ast. rock no.ar Clmotlore, w.as c.apturcfl 
liy a ruse, .-iiul tlie forre .Stih down before Miilepraoii in M.ay. Here w.as 
the henrlqunrfccrs of tlie Arabs, aiul tlic rosidenee of tlie R.aj.-i- 
Imhadur, a jahaglrdar of the Pesln’a. Tliis person Jeil the Britisli 
to .siippo.se lliat. Ihe town anti fort would be peacefully handed over. 
Whether his real intentions were honest bill ivcre nullified by the 
insubordination of hi.s men or whellier he wished to lend the British 
into a trap, will never be certain. At any rate, the gates of 
jMiilcgaon were closed, and a long .siege ensued. It was not till the 
monsoon was actually breaking that the foi-t was carried. 

The troops were cantoned near hlalegaon, which subsequently 
became one of tile most impoi-tant militarj’ stations of the Bombay 
Command. The Arab garrison was marched to Surat, placed on 
ships and deposited on the Arabian coast. I'lio same treatment was 
allotted to all parties of Arabs found subsequently in Khandesh. Tlie 
last important town held by them was Amnlner, which surrctiderod 
in 1819. Tims one of the pc,st.s of the province was eradicated. 

It will not be amiss to quote here at length Captain Briggs' 
own description of the province ns he found it. Little cxcuscis needed 
for reproducing the first full report of the earliest Britisli Adminis- 
1j-ator, after ncarlj’ one year’s experience. The extraordinary mass 
of information which Captain Briggs had collected in a few 
months cannot fall both to surprise and interest the render. 

“ Having now visited most of the districts in Candcisli and 
having made personal observations and enquiries on the spot, 
I shall proceed to give .such an account of it as appeai-s 
material to have a tolerable acquaintance not only of the 
present condition of the countra" but of its resources and 
capabilitj- of future iiiiprovenicnt. 

“ In ti report of this nature, its histoi-y for many centuries 
back is immaterial, and I shall, therefore, take a mere outline 
without going into details. Cnndeish appears to have risen 
into a monarchy under the Mahomedans in the year 1870. 
A succession of eleven princes of the Fni-ookea dynasty, 
was succeeded by the capture of As-sergh-ar from Bahadur 
Shah, the last of his race, in 1599, .and Burhanporc, the 
capital of the kingdom, bcaaine the residence of the Prince 
Daniel IMirza, one of the sons of Avbiir- 
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At this period tlic iioiiie of Candcisli wus cliungcd for lliat of 
Dandcisli bj- winch it is known in tlie ancient records, and 
the Daii-pisii, a copper coin also called after Ujo some 
prince, is still sometimes found, but this appellation appears 
to have died with its nutlior. Candeish continued under 
tlie jMahomcdnn Gorcmnicnt till within the Inst fifty or 
sixt3' jears, when it was overrun and cvcntunn.v occupied 
by the jMaratlins and formed part of the doiniiiions of the 
Kajah of Satlara. Portions of it were afterwards allotted 
to dllTcrent officers .of the Poona State for the niaintciiancc 
of troops, .111(1 of these, those of the Houses of Ilulkar and 
Scindia continued to be held by them up to the befrinnin^ 
of this 3-ear. 

Candeish ])ropcrl3- so called is bounded on the south by 
the range of hills in which the forU of Kunlun-, Unkj-c, and 
Chnndorc lie; on the north b}- the Sntx>oorah Mountains ; 
on the cast by the districts of Asscer, }{cinnbad, Edlidjad, 
liodur, and Jamneir ; and on the west by the hills and forest 
of Ihiglana. 

It was forinerlj- one of tlie most productive provinces of iU 
e.vlent in the Deccan, and in the time of Arbiir, it is 
spoken of as being celebrated for its cloth niannfacturcs. 
At present there arc s-onie ver^- cojirsc, bad cloths made in n 
few of the principal towns, and in those of Dhurungaun, lir- 
rundoloj and Nusseerabad arc some ordinary manufacturers 
of turbans and women’s clotlis of an inferior quality-. 

’Pho greatest part of the cloth now used in tlio province 
comes from the neighbouring tract of Berar, from whence 
it is first brought to Bodur and Nusseerabad, and travels 
tlirough the hands of successive dealers on market da3-s 
tow-ards the centre and western jiarts of the districts These 
clotlis arc of a very poor description and sell from li to Si- 
rupees for each piece of a cubit and -J wide and S-t cubits 
in length. 

The soil of Candeish is of various descriptions, those districts 
under the Satpoora Mountains and l3ring along both banks 
of the Tapty have a fine x-icli loam, w hicli is c.vtremfely 
fruitful, that of the centi-c of Candeish running east and 

3 
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^■est from Sodur towards Bhaincro is alternately gravelly 
and rich, to the soutli of this tract, it is more fertile, and 
before it approaches the southern hills, it becomes rich but 
is much interspersed with loom and stones. The district of 
Buglana and the tracts along the banks of the Tnply up to 
the Satpoora Hills arc by far the most capable ol' improve- 
ment, and will eventually become the most productive por- 
tions of the province. 

h’ew countries arc so favoured bj- nature witli water as Candcish, 
the rivers in Buglana running to the eastward, and then 
suddenly turning to the northward flow into the Tapt 3 - 
which, rising in Goundwann, is itself a considerable stream 
before it reaches Changdewey, 18 miles south of Boorhan- 
poor. At tills place tlie Poorna, after receiving most of 
the tributary streams of the vallej- of Bcrar, forms a 
junction with it, and entering Candcish tlie Tapty flows 
through it till it empties itself into the sea at Surat. The 
tributarj’ streams of the Tapt^y whether running from the 
Satpoora Hills or from the Satmulla Hills or from Buglana 
flow so near the surface as to admit of their being turned 
to irrigate tlie countrj- on each bank, and tlic fact of there 
remaining tlie ruins of 187 substantial dams of nmsonrj’ 
to effect this purpose will give a tolerable notion of 
the state the cultivation had once readied. JCach of these 
dams enables aqueducts to be formed from them of from 
IS to 16 feet wide, and from two to three feet deep, run- 
ning for several miles in length. The rapidity with which 
they run would serve to turn water mills of verj' con- 
siderable size, and tliere is little doubt but the inliabitauts 
would, tlie moment tliey had the means, and tliej' saw 
the advantages of the machinery', adopt their use for the 
purposes of grinding the grain, and expressing the oil seeds, 
and the sugarcane which now occupy- so much of .their time 
and manual labor. 

'' The' e’nclosed list No. 1 exhibits the number and conditions 

■ of the several dams in Cundeish, accompanied bj' an CvStiniatc 
made bj’ each town of the sum ncccssnrj' to bring the 
whole into use amounting to Bs. S,14,D00, the expense of 
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wliich ^vould be repaid to Government in less than 3 years 
by the increased rents on tlie land brought under irrigation, 
and I heg to draw voiir early atlcntioii to this important 
improvement in this branch of revenue. 

It. was my wish to liavc collected some acconiil of the quantity 
of the annual produce of the soil in kind, but I have been 
content with enclosing tlic accompanj'ing paper No. S 
c.vhibiting the relative proportion of the several kinds of 
grain, etc., etc., cultivated in the districts under niy charge, 
and this may serve to form a judgment, generally, of the 
actual nature of the produce, though ns soon as the dams 
arc repaired it may be expected that the rice and sugar 
crops as well as wheat will be considerably increased. The 
depopulated districts of fiultnnpoor and Nandoorbar were 
once celebrated for tlieir fruits, aspccially the vine-yards 
of Sultanpoor, but at present there is, perhaps, not a fruit 
garden in both districts, 

Amongst the natural curiosities of Candcish are the Hot 
Springs of the Satpoora Hills, particulnrlj- those of Soonup 
Dew and Oonup Dew, the former in the district of Arrawad 
and the latter in the deserted pergana of Amba — the 
former is so hot that the hand cannot be borne in it, the 
latter is less ardent and is used ns a hot bath — they are 
both said to possess medicinal qualities, and arc considered 
useful in the cure of cutaneous disorders, amongst others 
leprosy. 

In the present state of Candcish little can be said of its 
annual productions ; the horned cattle are for the most 
part large and active, the sheep seem indifferent, but it 
appears to me that many tracts in Bnglana and in the 
centre of the country are favourable for breeding horses, 
.and from the large proportion of fine mares which now 
must remain useless to tlicir owners, but to breed from, a 
very good description of horse for our cavalry might be 
produced by the introduction of Arab stallions under proper 
regulations. The great scarcity of cavalry horses renders 
this an object wortiiy of consideration, for tne more 
extensive our rule over India, and the more effectual the 
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suppression of tl»e predatory S3'stem Ijccoincsj tlie greater 
will be the scarcity- of nn animal which is only applied to the 
pui‘2Joscs of war and state. 

‘ Previously to examining tlic present condition of Candeish it 
appears proper to take a retrospective view of its historj' 
since it fell under tlic dominion of the Maratlias in order to 
account for its depopulated and wretched state. 

It has been shown tliat Candeish after it fell into the hands 
of tlie Maratlias was iillottcd to chiefs for the maintenance 
of their troops, while a considerable portion was still 
hold under the immediate administration of the Poona 
State, and it does not appear to have suffered more from 
the liad government of that empire than other countries 
under its rule. Tlic agriculture appears to have been 
flourishing and extensive under the administration of Mnhjcc 
Scindia, Ihlia Bj’e Holkar, and Nana Furnaveese of the 
Poona State, who all three wore contcmjiorarics and died 
witliin a few 3'ears of each other, and it 11103' Wint 

Candeish ii as in a flourishing condition up to the 3'car 1798 
when Bajeo Row succeeded to the Free Government of the 
Peshwaship after the death of Nana Furnavse. 

‘ In the year 1800 Yeshwant Row Holkar, nn illegitimate son of 
the late Tookajee Holkar, commenced his rebellion against 
Cassy Row, the eldest Icgitimato son of that Prince. The 
incapacit3' of the latter and the vigor and the cncrg3' of 
the former made the stniggle for power ver3' unequal, even 
ivitli all the advantages of possession on the part of f'ass3- 
Row, and Yeshwant Row Holkar became the virtual head 
of that family in a few months. In the struggle for 
empire, however, the unfortunate countries of his brother 
were pillaged, and Candeish having been the original scene 
of Yeshwant Row’s rebellion first suffered in the greatest 
degree from his cruelties and the licentiousness of his troops. 
From thence he went to Malwa and succeeded in driving 
his brother Cassy Row into exile. He thence returned 
through Candeish by Sindwa Ghaut, la3’ing waste whole 
districts on his route to Poona, and did not cease till 
he had overturned the power of Bajce Row and placed his 
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brother Unirnt Row on the throne. At tlii.s perioil our 
more intimate connection with this Prince comnicncerl and 
Yeshwant Row Holknr returned bj" the route of Burhanpoor 
devastating the eastern tract of Candeish in the same manner 
ns he liad done the western. Tlic scourge of war was 
succeeded by an unusual drouglit and a famine in the 
following year, which extended from the Satpoora Hills 
down to Hyderabad, and in this calamity Candeish lost the 
greater part of its population. Such was its condition in 
1804 and 180.5. 

On the return of peace, however, the province might still have 
been I’ccovercd if any .attention had been paid to its situa- 
tion. The portions of Holkar and Soindia %verc eshausted 
by incessant demands on the revenues which could not be 
answered, and a succc.ssion of rapacious olliccrs were sent 
down fi'oin Hindoostnn to extort all they could for the 
c.xigencics of the present moment, and the country of Bajee 
Row was fanned out to the highest biclder, who became 
for the time being the so)crcign of the district, and it 
may casilj’ be imagined, ns these contrnct.s were usually 
made annuallj’, that the holder extracted from the ryot to 
the uttermost of his ability to pay. In this system the 
subject met with no protection cither of person or pro- 
perty. Man}’ of those who were able fled to the neighbouring 
countries of Gujarat on the one hand and Berar on the 
other, where they probably experienced less misery. Many 
villages bccninc depopulated. The lands were allowed 
to lay waste. The Bhccls, the watchmen of the villfiges, 
could neither exist amidst ruins nor procure food from the 
needy cultivators of other villages, and betook themselves to 
highway robberies and lived in bands either in the moun- 
tains or took possession of villages in their neighbourhood. 
The revenue contractors were unable and unwilling to 
expend money in the maintenance of soldiers to protect tlie 
country, and the Bheels in a very short time became so bold 
ns to appear in bands of hundreds and attack towns, carry- 
ing off either cattle or hostages, whom tliey released b-) 
receiving handsome ransoms. 
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“ When Bftjee Row succeeded to the tlironc tlicre were several 
iiol)]cs of rank holding estates in Candeish, but liis own 
raiJiicit_y and the indifference with which for many years 
he lookt. towards the ninintenunce of his mililarj- cliiefs 
induced him to resume most of tlic lands, and the 
successive independent military leaders such as Wahid Ally 
Khan, Dadani Khan, Jewajee Yesuant, and several others 
who owed allegiance to no State but levied contributions 
and usurped the countr^y ns they had means to do so, first 
induced the remaining Jageerdars and subsequently the 
Government itself to entertnin, bands of Arabs for the 
defence of their citadels and towns. These frcc-booters, 
the Arabs, being unconnected with the inhabitants, were 
incapacitated from heading rebellions, but their courage 
made them peculiarly' estimable among those chiefs who 
were afraid even of trusting their own relations with 
power. They, however, only served for large pay, they 
would not submit to be dismissed if arrears were due to 
them but took orders on the districts, by which they col- 
lected not only the amount but were supported till it was 
paid. Their importunities and their insolence to their em- 
ployers compelled the latter to submit almost to any ' 
condition rather than see their country’ made over to the 
free-booters who continued to ravage the rest of it and at 
length the Arabs appear to have gained an ascendency 
by their courage, their enterprise and their address which 
made their authority in many districts supreme. Their 
habits were frugal, their pay large and the Zemedar 
usually made about 50 per cent, on the money- he received 
from his men. At length from being mere soldiers the Arabs 
became money’-lcnders, every’ chief who set up in rebellion 
might receive 1,000 oi 5,000 Rupees from an Arab chief by 
which he was bound to entertain a number of his men, they 
accompanied him in all his plundering expeditions and held 
him in fact a State Prisoner from tlie moment he took their 
money. Instead of monthly interest the bonds exacted from 
needy’ borrowers expressly stated that a sum to a certain 
amount, being generally from 5 to 10 per cent, monthly, 
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should be piiid io llie Anili as his pay, ainl Ihcji- seldom 
allowed any one lo escape nitlioul extoriinff from him 
the whole debt. In the Districts of Tahieir, HcUiwad 
Sindkheir, Soangheir, Sooltanpoor and Xnndoorbar, I 
found in many villages tno and three Arabs receiving 
from H lo 10 per cent, inonihly for inoiiLy lent several 
years before, and the scttlcnicnt of some of these claims 
has been the most vexatious but a very im]ioi'talit part 
of my duties. 

Naro Shnnkur Itajali Bahadur first introduced flic ])raetice 
of hiring Andi ifoldiery. He held the strong castle of 
^lalligaum and the town became at length the jirincipal 
Depot of these mercenaries. 'J'hcy were accustomed to go 
and come there from the coast ami from Arabia and when- 
ever a band of one or two humlrcd of this dcscvii>tion of 
Infanti-A were required they were to be found in that plate. 
Here many of them settled and married and their boys 
became soldiers (this class is called Mowallid). 

'J'hesc Arabs arc chiefly from the Province of Iladrammit and 
the Eastern Coast of Arabia and were frequently in the 
habit of returning to their country. 

Some few walled cities have escaped the ravages of the Arabs 
and the Bhccls but the destruction of the grain stacks and 
driving off the cattle, a practice so common amongst the 
latter class, is almost ns distressing to the inhabitants as the 
plunder of their homes. The ravages committed by the 
Bhccls and the Arabs, were not even equal perhaps to 
those inflicted by the Pindarics. These lawless but enter- 
prising bands have been the scourge of this province 
for tlic Inst ten years. Their inroads here unlike their 
passage through other tracts where the fear of the troops 
of the State gave them no time for rest, enabled them to 
'revel at their ease". Their usual approad) was through the 
Ghaut near Asscer and the Mahoincdan Bhccls of that 
tract were their guides and abettors, and in their absence 
plundered on horseback like the Pindarics themselves. The 
Pindarics hud at one time settled in Nimaur and the 
Asseer, Dholcotc, Dhowla, Sindwu and Burwany Ghauts. 
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Being in the pos&cssioii of tile predatory jjowcrs who en- 
eouraged the h^siein, it may readily he iinagincd with wliat 
faeilily they carried ou tlicir destructive warfare. During 
the last two years the factions at tlic court of Mulhar flow 
Holkar and the murders of a minister and a llcgent in 
Malwa only added to the rapacity and inequity of district 
officers in Cnndcish. In the Peshwa's part of the pro- 
vince too, the adherents of Trimbuejee’s fortunes, Godajee 
Dainglia, Bhecni Bow Ivaka and one Dajce successively 
laid it waste and became absorbed in the population as 
circumstances compelled them. In the beginning of the 
war thc3- were joined b.v a considerable body of Arabs and 
foreign Infaiitrj-, who on all occasions levied monej- from 
those who were still able to pay them. Desol.ation is cverj-- 
where apparent in Candcish. Immense tracts are covered with 
jungle, in some part of which there .still remain forts entire, 
and mosques appearing through the woods, the monuments 
of better limes. The abject condition of the jjooplc and 
the arts the lower classes have against their 

02)2)resbors have tainted their morals. 

" It is with diilicult3‘ that the most simple truth is extracted 
from them, and the slightest cause of com2>laint is exag- 
gerated with the liot^e of obtaining sijccd3' redress. Palse- 
hood and cunning have become the weapons of the weak 
against despotic power, but the dcpravit3' of the people is 
rather the result of their unhapp3- condition than that of 
innate propcnsit3'. The scenes of coiTUption tho3' have 
witnessed and the mutual iniquities even of relatives are 
hardl3' to be believed. Wherever a 3-oungcr branch of the 
family had 1110003- artifice sufficient, he often made use of 
them to wrest the birthright from the elder through the 
means of Government authority, an object alwa3's attain- 
able by a bribe. This frequently produced retaliation and 
family feuds have sometimes ended in murder. Forgeries 
and false papers have been exhibited and supported by 
Government in the spurious branch of a family, tortures 
have been inflicted to extort bonds and original deeds 
and the investigation of claims so involved for a series 



THE ETITTISn OfiOtJPATIOX OP KlrAJTnESir-l Si 8-1825 

of j-cars seems too coiiiplieatcd for any new Government 
to enter into. The state of the cuHival or» is particularly 
deserving of consideration. Their means ai'c so small that 
they are driven to the gre.itest disti-ess for ivliolesomc 
food. A small qii.mtity of milk .and a coarse Ijlack un- 
leavened cake made of jowjirry or b.ajry is their usual 
morning meal, while :it noon the hi-end is rendered palatable 
by a mess of chillies and d:dl with a mixture of salt and 
turmeric and a sm.all handful of vegetables procured from 
tlie fields. They cat meat only on fe.stir,als or at weddings. 
Tlie climate, fortun.ately for theni, recpiircs no fuel, little 
clothes, and but indifferent huts. 'I'he custom of marrying 
while children leaves the Hindoo no opportunity of reflect- 
ing hon' he is to bring up his children, and the moral check 
which exists in Europe i.. unknomi in Inilia. To this a very 
groat portion of their j)ovcr(y may be very naturally 
ascribed, and fifty rupees borrowed to celebrate ji wedding 
is not unfrcqucntly a debt that follows the borrower to 
the grave. The following, from what I can learn, is des- 
criptive of the manner in which a ryot subsists dui’ing 
the year. Before the ))Ioughing season has arrived he has, 
perhaps, been obliged to borrow a few rupees in advance 
on the next year’s crop to pay this year’s demand of the 
Govermnent, and he is fortunate if he can realize the sum 
at loss than 40 or 50 per cent. He now eomes on the 
Sahoocar to advance him seed, for which he promises to 
pay li seers for every seer, and frequently S seers, at the 
harvest time. During tlie growth of the grain and while 
there is much vegetation in tile fields the ryot contrives 
to subsist on the green corn and on greens pickt out of 
the hedges whidi, added to his other food, makes a tolerable 
meal. The moment the gr.ain is gathered this resource 
ceases and Government requires him to pay his j-ents. Thei-e 
is no immediate sale for the grain and he takes up money' 
from the Sahoocars, pays a portion of his rent, and gives 
his ci'op, or the greater part of it, after paying all former 
claims, to liquidate the debt, and this grain he compounds 
to sell in bulk for less than it is selling in tlie market in 
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order tlmt he may rcalixc a sum of moncj' immediately*. 
tVIien the remains of his grain is exhausted lie is obliged 
to purchase it for food at an advanced price, and before 
the time for sowing comes on again lie is precisely in the 
same dilemma as at tlie beginning of the year. AVlien 
such is the history of tlie ryot’s progress throughout the 
year we cannot -wonder at the poverty that exists, but we 
rather feel surprized that it is from objects of this nature 
tlie Government continues to realize its principal source of 
revenue. The accompanying series of documents N'o. S 
will show what is left to the husbandman and the little 
encouragement held out to follow the pursuits of agricul- 
ture. 'I’lic mass of the population being so poor it is 
to bo concluded tlierc can be little encouragement for 
trade or manufncturei’s, and siicli is really the case. The 
Comly', the common covering of the inhabitants, is rarely 
seen in Candeisli. Shecji are, however, plentiful, and the wool 
of 100 sheep shoru twice in the year does not fetch more 
than from 6 to Gi rupees. Usually the milk and tlie flesh 
arc the chief sources from which the shepherd derives liis 
advantage, as the tax for grazing is nearly equal to the price 
of the wool. 

The only description of people which 1ms benefited by tliis 
state of things is the soldiery and the Snhooenrs and, in 
many instances, the Deshmook. The Despandics and even 
the Coolcarnies and Potails themselves have leaned towards 
the Mamlctdar and aided him in his exactions, but I .shall 
defer the exposition of this part of the subject to another 
part of my report. 

' Since the overthrow of the armies of Holkai-, tlie Rajah of 
Nagpoor, and Bajee Row, many soldiers have necessarily 
been thrown out of employ. Those of Holkar have several 
of them come to C.andeish and Gungturry w’here tlie homes 
of almo.st all the Bara Blmce Horse .are situated. A very 
large portion of the few Infantry who escaped from the 
Battle of Mehidpoor followed Ramdeen to the southward, 
and many of them are now in our pay, while tlie Sibundic.s 
of -the late Government are for the most part in our 
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employ. TIic condition of tlic ryot lias been Loo plainly 
shown to expect that Uic ciillivation of land can hold forth 
inducement for soldiers to apply lhciiisclvc'> to it. As for 
lands cultivated by llircd labourers, I liavc met with very few 
instances, unless perhaps in a few Eiiara lands, but the 
surplus produce affords so small a i>rofil, although held free 
from rent and tax, tlint it is found better to give it over to 
the cultivators and receive a p-art, generally 30 or 35 per 
cent, of the net produce after deducting the expense of 
the stock, sucli ns cattle and iniplcnicnts, tliaii to cultivate 
it by labourers. 

in order to exhibit the present state of the jjopulation of 
Candcish, I ha'\'c the honour to enclose an account which 
.shows the number of villages inhabited, the number of 
houses, of inhabitants, and of cattle, and when vc consider 
tliat horses are never used in Candcish ns beasts of labor, 
seldom even ns beasts of burden, and arc merely kept to 
breed from and for riding, tlic number is very great. Of 
these I imagine at least one-third arc of that class of which 
soldiers’ horses in India are composed. I have been for 
several months obtaining this document, tlie returns from 
each District have been frequently sent back for I’cvisal and 
correction, and I have endeavoured I o procure it ns perfect 
ns possible. It is useful as pointing out the present con- 
dition of the people and will form a good standard for 
comparative improvement. The sheep included are only 
those which are pent nightly within the villages, those of 
the great graziers called Ivelhirics arc omitted. 

Under this view of Caudeisli, and situated as it is on our 
frontier, it cannot be expected soon to become a source of 
revenue to Government. It will probably not pay for some 
years tlie expenses of the Civil and Military Establish- 
ments for its maintenance, but it certainly has within itself 
the sources of a productive province, although il «ill 
require time, and an increased population under n mild 
administration to allow it to attain its former statu of 
fertility, and above all a vigorous police and tlie presence 
of a military force to crush anything like insurrection or 
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disiiffecfcion which among so inan3' disbanded soldiers is likely 
to occur. 

Among the most innncdiEitc measures for recovering the 
country’ arc the repairs of tlic dams and advances of 
Tuckawee to old and new settlers to till tlie ground and to 
build houses. Tlic former should, J think, be placed under 
the direction of some scientific European officer and the 
latter should only be distributed under particular prescrip- 
tions. In those instances where Districts have Iain waste 
for inanj’ years, I should rcconimend that some mode be 
adopted b3' which the pei-sonal influence and character of 
tlic Ainil or Supcrintendcut of the District might be made 
subservient to his reputation, b3' rendering it the interest 
of tlio individual to benefit the inhabitants. I think that 
the ordinar3- motives which influence Aniils to rcconunond 
'tlicinsclvcs insufficient to bring about the object unless 
urged by the stronger impulse of personal advantage. On 
such occasions I would venture to recommend a percentage 
on the annual increase of the revenues, which, although it 
would' stimulate to exertion, would neither be a permanent 
defalcation of the income of Government or involve the 
Amil in an\- complicated concerns with the people. Having 
taken a superficial view of the present state of Candeisli I 
shall proceed to an examination of its several sources of 
revenue, vh . : — 

1 . The Land Rents or Taxes. 

2 . The Jloturfa. 

3 . The AbkaiTV. 

J. The Zuckat or Customs. 

5 . The Scva3- Juinma. 

The s3'slem of revenue collection is deficient in different parts 
of Candeish. During the reign of Aebur all that part of 
the Province under his Government underwent a revenue 
survc3'. The lauds were divided into separate kinds and a 
fixed assessment was made on eacli sort. 

The ground was divided into : — 

1 Waste or barren land, whidi included hills, rocks, roads, 
and beds of rivers. 
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2 Amble or buid capable of cultivation but lying 

fallow. 

3 Cultivated land divide<l into the -.eveml {lescriptions 

of gravelly, black, and red, and again subdivided into 
wet and dry. 

" I have with coirsidcrablc difficulty procured copies of the 
original records of tlic ineasurcinent of the land and the 
rate at which the wliolc was assessed. This document, which 
I now forward (Xo. 5) is ratlicr curious than useful. It 
is subdivided into the llukbah or incasureineuts of tlie land 
in its several portions and descriptions, and the Tunkah or 
permanent asscssiuent in 111003- districts. The accounts, I 
regret, are not procurable, notwithstanding iiiy unremitting 
exertions to obtain them. Upon investigation I find the 
measurement is neither correct nor complete in many 
instances, and it is, I fear, not to be relied on as the true 
scale for future nsscs.sniciits. The land was considered the 
proport3- of the Government, and tlie cultivators » tenants at 
wilU- excepting in .some instances where land was given for 
charitable purpo.scs, when it became private propci-ty. 
The village officei-s a.s Potail, Koolkurny, etc., were either 
paid in kiiul by a portion of the crops equal to a tenth or 
in monc3'. They appear lately to have met with little 
considei-ation and the Desmook and Uespandy ol’ the 
District seem to hiivc had most power and authorit3'. The 
latter retained all tlie village records in detail and was 
held responsible for giving correct information to the 
Government revenue officers. This S3'stem of administra- 
tion obtains in the present day in most of tlie Districts of 
Candcish. 

» The remainder of the province and ’that part of Gungturry 
under my authority appeai-s to have undergone a similar 
survey in the time of Mullic Umber, tlie founder of 
Arungabad and the successor to the Government of the 
last of the Xizam Shahy Princes. As far as my inquiries 
have enabled me to learn the assessments wei-e pretty much 
tile same as those of Aebur, but the nature of the landed 
tenure was essentially diflTerent. 
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“ This prince seems thorouglilj'' to have coniprehonded the use 
of tlie soil to Government by identifying the interest of the 
cultivator with its fcrtilitj-. Wliilc Aebur considered the 
Land the property of Govcrnineiit, Mullic Umber' confirmed 
the right of cultivating certain fields to the ryots, he 
made a considerable proportion of the land private j)ro- 
pert}', the lands of the village iverc considered the just 
proiierty of tlie township, the fallow land was the common 
for the pasture of the cattle, and the ploughed gi-ound was 
either the property of individuals- or cultivated by tenants 
who reclved a portion of tlie crops.” 

The concluding portion of this report, relating more 
larly to the llhils, has already been quoted above. 

From 1818 onwards British rule was established in Khandesh, 
with the exception of one or two subdivisions which remained the 
l)roperLy of Scindia. The Arabs were quickij'' removed, and tlie 
Pindaris gave little trouble, but tlie Bhils remained. It is obvious 
that the re-population and restoration to jjrosperitj' of a province 
which had suffered so terribly could not be effected in a j’ear, or 
even a decade. But the Bhils had to live somehow. Most of tlie 
villages were still deserted. There was still no source from which tlie 
Bhils could obtain an honest livelihood, as Police or watchmen. 
They remained in the hills in bands, and the first 3'ears of British 
rule were marked by a scries of exjiedition.s, great and small, more 
or less unsuccessful, against these robbers. Many were the proiiosals 
for subjugating tliem and reducing tlieni to order, but none suc- 
ceeded. Mountstuart Elphinstone apjiarentli' foresaw the true 
solution of the problem, and it was on lines marked out bj- him 
tliat the settlement of the Bhils ultimately proceeded. He recom- 
mended a double set of measures. There were to be Bhil agents, 
one in the south on the Satnialas, and one in the west on the Tnpti, 
who were to endeavour to bring the Bhils to follow agricultural pur- 
suits by grants of laud and loans of bullocks. Also an irregular 
coi-ps was to be formed for local dut^', to take tlie place of many 
small outposts of Regulars, and to act as armed Police. 

The first measure was a success fi-om the beginning. It began 
to be organised under Colonel Robertson, fii-st Collector, whose ins- 
tructions to liis first Bhil Agents, Capt. Ovans in the south and 



Tirp. nniTisji occi'patiox or KJT.vxDr.sir— 4SlS-]S2.'j, 


31 


Capt. Rigby in the west, are still extant aiul form most interesting 
reading. 

The formation of a loeal rorjis ivas at once a rrying necfl and a 
seeming iinpossiliility. Captain Briggs was opposed to the idea 
of enlisting the Bhils themsclrcs. He write-: — " On oiir fir.-t occupa- 
tion of Candeish it occurred to you, I believe. Unit an irregular corps 
of Bliils would answer the purpose of civilizing, and of providing 
for them, on the plan of ilr. Clcaveland with the hill people of 
Bauglepoor, and before we became so thoroughly acquainted with 
the constitution of the Bhil Society such an arrangement appeared 
the best adaptwl to remove the evil, hut a more close and intimate 
knowledge of their habits has intluced me to think that any military 
organisation of the Bhils would he at best diflicnlt, that it would be 
elevating them from thieves to soldiers, for which they arc in my 
mind wholly incapacitated from tlieir licentious habits and grovelling 
ideas, that it would be impossible to prevent crimes of the most 
heinous naturo among them, and that they would on such occasions 
imnicdiatoly fly to their fastnesses, their l)rcthren would not seize 
them, and the system would entirely fail of its object.” It will be seen 
that Captain Briggs despaired of over inducing so savage a people 
to submit to discipline or to range themselves seriously on the side of 
law and order. Meanwhile officers commanding troops were com- 
plaining bitterly of the loss of their men through sickness. The 
country wus overgrown with jungle. ^Inlaria an<l cholera appear to 
have been almost perpetual. iMcdical appliances were few, and quarters 
bad. In fact it seemed as though no troops who wore not inured to 
the climate of the province could live in it for long. Want of local 
knowledge and the difficulty of tlie country rendered tlie expeditions 
against the Bhils irksome and unsuccessful. An attempt was made 
to raise an auxiliary force, and one actu.ally existed for a few years. 
Little can be discovered of its numbers, constitution, or usefulness, 
for all th.at remains of its history i.s a few pay hills and requisitions 
for supplies. It seems to have been of small serrtee, and it was 
disbanded after a brief and useless existence. 

Such then was the condition of the prortnee at the beginning 
of 1835. The Pax Britannica was being introduced witli much 
labour and at tlie cost of many lives. Tlie possibility of prosperitj" 
was becoming evident, but everything depended on the reduction of 
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the Bhils to order. How to reduce them to order was the problem 
of the daj'. Regular expeditions were costly, by no means always 
successful, and productive of sickness and discontent. The auxiliary' 
force was useless, and Police h.ardly existed. 'Mr. Chaplin, how- 
ever, who had succeeded Mountstuait Elphinstone as Commis- 
sioner, was not dismayed. He insisted on the attemjit being made 
to create a corps of the Bhils themselves, the idea no douht having 
originated from Elphinstone himself. Colonel Robertson, though 
himself doubting the success of the measure, at least loyally 
supijorted it, and for that purpose proceeded to Malegaon Canton- 
ment to endeavour to find an officer who should be brave enough, 
strong enough, able enough, and tactful ^enough, to undertake the 
command. The letter from Government to the Comnuinder-in 
Chief asking for the services of officers is appended. 

No. 474 of 1825. 

To the Commander-in-Chief. 

“ The immediate organisation of a Bhcel Corps in Candeish 
having been determined on and the employment of another 
officer on the Adjnnta Hills on the same principle as Captain 
Rigby at Kohurmooncla, and the Collector of that province 
having been entrusted with the entire management of tlic 
plan, the Governor in Council requests that Your Exocllehc 3 ’ 
will have the goodness to issue the necessary instructions to 
the officer commanding in Candeish for placing at that offi- 
cer’s immediate disposal such officers as Colonel Robeitson 
maj- select for the duties to be entrusted to them, provided 
they are within the limits of his command.” 

Bombay Castle, 12th April 1825. 

The words in italics are in Mountstuart Elphinstone’s hand, and 
show his knowledge of details and personal interest in the scheme. 



CHAPTER IV. 


LIEPTENANT JAilES OUTRAM 
.VXD Titr. 

I’OUXDIXG OF THE IIITIE TOR PS?. 

H ad the offici:iIs who controllcfl the Ronibay Prcsirlcncy hi 
182.'3 livcfl till I860, it nii^lil well have hceii .i source of 
coiuforl to their declining ycnr.-> to think thnt they had been 
the means of giving Ontrain his 6rst chance of putting forth his 
powers. Times were rough for soldiers in Klmndcsh. There were 
no railways nor even made road.s. Distances were great, the jungle 
was infested with wild beasts and teeming with nmlaria. In 
Hlalegaon there was sonic scinhinnee of a cantonment, and Dhulia 
was gradually being formed into a civil station. Rut few officers, 
military or civil, could remain for long In their stations. A con* 
stant. state of guerilla war on the frontiers, an endless chain of out- 
posts to bo visitcil and relieved, ami a perpetual succession of sick 
and dead to be replaced, left little leisure to the staff. Perilous times 
and hard living have ever shewn up the bc.st qualities of the Rritish 
officer, and it is likely that Colonel Robertson when he went to 
Malegaon mot many a man who feared neither the tiger in his lair 
nor the Bhil in his fastness. What then made him select the young 
acting Adjutant of the SSrd Bomb-aj' Native Regiment of Foot to 
raise and command the new Bhil Company ? TIic reasons are not 
recorded in so many words, but the clioice, like though it is to 
Samuel’s preference of David to his brctliren, seems not to have 
been a matter of simple inspiration, but to have had for its founda- 
tion a series of deeds a]rend3' done, and powers already manifested. 

Of the closing years of the 18th century and the opening .years 
of the 19th it may well be said that there wei-e giants in those days. 
Great commanders by sen or land, statesmen of renown, men famous 
in letters, brilliant artists, divine musicians, all can be recalled to 
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meraor3' by the most superficial student of the historj- of the period. 
Though Outram was, so far as is recorded, no artist or musician b3' 
temperamentj there is a remarkable resemblance in him to one of 
the kings of art. Just as Outram’s career was commencing, the 
life of Ludvig von Beethoven was drawing to a glorious, if 
unhappv, ending. No two men, it will at once be said, were ever 
less alike in character or surroundings. But by their works ye 
shall judge them. Did Beethoven write a s3'mphon3^ a sonata, or a 
simple ballad, in all was the touch of the master. Full5- convei'sant 
though he was with the elaborate, intricate, and strict rules of 
composition of the da3% 3’-et in each of his works is to be found 
originalit3’, freedom of treatment, and the sense of the master of 
craft, who though he respects convention, yet is free to soar above 
it. So it is that a lover of music, hearing one of the master’s 
works for the first time will exclaim, ‘ That is b3' Beethoven ’ or 
' None but Beethoven could have written it. ’ Even to this da3' his 
daring is unequalled and his splendour undimmed. To turn to 
Outram. Many men have raised regiments, but there is something 
unique in Oiitram’s solitar3' plunge into a sen of savages, from 
which he emerged with a flourishing and well regulated battalion. 
Others might have escaped from Ghazni to the const. Could any 
one else have made of his escape a combination of admirable 
reconnaissance and of a tale from the Thousand Nights and a 
Night ? Man3' have S3-mpathized with princes in distress, but 
Outram's sympath3- with the Mirs of Sind unites the romantic 
tendeiTiess of a friend with the skilfull3' reasoned advocac3- of a 
King’s Counsel. Thousands of men, 030 distinguished men, hnVe 
served in the ranks of volunteers. But Indian volunteers may well 
be proud of the General who gave up his command, well won b3' 
thirt3"-nine 3’ears’ hard service, that his junior might not lose the 
glor3% who volunteered as a light horseman, and as a plain volunteer 
was thrice mentioned in despatches for personal valour. Ba3-ard 
with his chivalr5' or Saladin with his braver3', cannot riral Outram on 
the mai'ch to Lucknow. A hundred instances will occur to readers 
of his biography- when tlie3’ will say ‘ That was one of Outram’s 
master strokes ’, or ‘ None but Outram could have done it. ’ 

But to return to the matter in hand. Colonel Roberson when he 
'visited Malcgaon must have straightwa3' heard of a brilliant affair 
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(vliich had just been rcpoi-ltd. Miillicr is a small tow ii about forty 
miles west of JIalegaoii. Its main street runs north ami south, 
gcutl3* sloping from the River Mosani on the nortli, to some distance 
Irom the foot of the stupendous fort of x\uranggadh on the south. 
The fort is crowneil bj‘ a scarped cliff' .-tlinost Hal on the top, which 
is ol luaiM- acres ine.vlent. It is 1,300 feet above the sea, and about 
2,000 feet above the town. Some half-wa^- up is a cluster of 
houses anil gardens, with a good rock water-siipplj', and surrounded 
bj- lortificalions. It i.s known as the iiiachi, and was doubtless a 
place of retreat when the town was attacked, as well as a pleasant 
residence in summer. From the niachi a narrow footpath winds up 
the face of the hill to the liottom of the scarp. Here a massive 
gate i)rotccts the onl.v legitimate access to the lop, which is a 
winding rock-cut .staircase, climbing some 250 feet and emerging on 
the plateau. It is such a place ns Cnjitain Rriggs said could be 
defended by five men with stones against a battalion. The 
remainder of the scarp is said, and in truth appears, to be totally’ 
impossible to elinib. 'J'he lower fort, or Jiiachi, was rei^orlcil in 
March 1825 to be occupied b^* a both of 500 Rhils, with some Arabs, 
under one Shivrain, and a relative of Frimbakji Denglya. The 
native officials sent in terrifj'ing letters recounting the damage tione 
by this band. It certainly- xtiundered the neighbouring market tow ns 
of Antapur and Tuharabud, and had attacked the deLachnient in 
Mulher town. 

To dostroj' this band of rebels the Collector requisitioned 
25 horse 'from Kukariiinuiula on the Tapti, ami iiskcd Major 
Dcschamps, commanding at Malcgaon, to despatch as man\' men us 
ho could spare. A force of 200 men was accordiuglj' sent, under 
Lieutenant Outram. The subsequent oijcrations are thus described 

by Outruni liimself. 

No, 2nd. 

To 

Captain NEWTON 
Majok op Biucass, MAuagavai. 

Sm, 

Immediately after despatching niy report of j-csterdav'* 

Letter No. I. lost. It merely aniiouncccl tlie arrhul of my detiichmeiit at 
^Tyekcira, 12 miles from Moolalr, liaving marched during the night 35 miles. 
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aiinou'icing the iirrival of niy dctacliincnt'' iit Zyekeir.a 
12 miles from Moolair, having marched during the night 
35 miles, Mr. Graham of the Civil Service n-ho accom- 
pained us recciwd intelligence from Moolair that the 
party of the Caiidcish Local Corps and Auxiliary Horse 
had been attacked from the Fort and had had a scpo}' and 
a horseman wounded. ^ 

I have tlie honor to report that in consequence it was deter- 
mined, with the concurrence of Mr. Graham, to attcmiit the 
Fort of Moolair by surprize at night* ** 

1 accordingly imulc the following disiiositions. Lieutenant 
Paul and Fnsign Whitmore with ISO men marched to the 
front of the lower Fort, where there are three gates, with 
oi'dcrs to invest the place as much as possible, assisted by 
the detachments of Horse and Foot already there at the 
town of kloolair and with directions to make a false 
attack on that side, but of course to be turned into a real 
one should opportunitj' oifer. In the incantimc I marched 
to the op])Osite side with 50 men, hoping in the confusion 
caused by the front attack to effect an enti’ancc by the 
I’car gate, where 1 was given to understand there was a 
practicable breach. 

After a circuit of 18 miles this was effected without opposition 
about midnight, Lieutenant Paul having entered unresisted, 
and my party from the rear, the Bhccls, panic struck, fled 
before we ascended to the gates — ^to tlic number it is sup- 
posed of 500 — the report of the foreign mercenaries is 
unfounded. 


* Consisting of 200 niiik nnd flic with usual proportion of Coinmissionecl and 
Non-Commissioned Officers. 

** I liuvc no copy of my instructions, they merely required me to protect the 
town of Moolair (sitnntcd two mites from tlic Hill Fort) mitil tlio assembly of a 
force whicli was under orders to move to suppress tlie rebellion, consisting of n 
Brigade of Infantry from Surat (distant 120 miles) a Battering Train and 
Infantrv escort from Jaulnah, (180 miles) and all the disi>oscablc troops under 
Major Higby from Kokiirinoonda (50 miles) which latter did not arrive till three 
days afterwards — and tlie former, in consequence of niy successful mciism-cs. 
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I instantly dusccnclcd to the tov n of Moolair iincl iisseinblcd 
ii few hoi’scmcn for the pursuit ; at da3-brciih I came up 
with a siiiiUl pai-ty of the cnciiiA' who made a stand in a 
tliick jungle on the side of a steep ravine which the horses 
could not .-isocnd : in the skirmish however .a Xaick, their 
leader, was shot. 

One horseman and a sepoj- were nouiided and T Bheels killed 
in Ihe .skirmish which had occurred before oiir arrival, and 
one Xaick and a BhecI b}- us. The Bheels are reported to 
have descended the Wagoonda GhauU in considerable 
numbers, with a great number of bullocks, plundered 
from the surrounding villages. I purpose going after 
tliem this evening with a light Delachmcnl of 80 men. 

1 have the honour, etc, etc. 

(Signed.) J. OUTRAM, Lieut., 

Commandiug Field Detuchvicnt. 

Moolah, 7th April 18S8. 

To 

Caft.ux newton 

Major of Biuu.vbe. Maeligaum, 

Sib, 

I have the honour to report that since iny letter of j-estcr- 
da3', (in which I reported the dispersion of the Bheels and 
in3‘ intention of proceeding in pursuit of them last night) 
tlie3’ have sent us ns a pledge of submission, tlie person, who 
had constituted himself R.ajah, named Sew Ram, promising 
to throw themselves upon the mcrc3- of Mr. Graham in the 
course of the day. Hostilities are accordingl3- suspended 
until evening, when I shall proceed against tliem if tlie3’ do 
not fulfil their promises. 

I Iiave the honour, etc., etc. 

(Signed.) J. OUTRAM, Lieut., 

Commanding Field Detachment. 


Moolair, 8fh April 18S5. 
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To 

Captain NEWTON, 

Majok of Bbigapb, Candeish. 

Sni, 

The overtures of the Bhils luiviiig appiirciitlj' been niiidc only 
to gain time, Mr. Grnhniii directed me to pi’oceed into tlic 
Mewas country -where tliey were reported to have assembled 
in great nuiubei-s. 

I have the honour to report that 1 accordingly marched with 
a light Detachment of 30 scpo3's and 20 Horse at night- 
fall, upon intelligence of 200 Bhils with their families and 
irlunder under Uama and Rj-c Singh Naicks. About an 
hour before daybreak their fires were pointed out to me, on 
the sitle of a stoop and jungly range of hills. 

I made such dispositions to prevent escape as 1 was able, 
placing some men at the extreme of several of the ravines 
wliich led to tijcir haunt ; but I found it im^rossiblc to 
effect my purpose, the ravines and pusses being innumer- 
able, and after dettrehing 18 men 1 proceeded witli the 
remaining 12 (the horsemen were loft •! miles off, the 
country being inaccessible to them) to climb the hill and 
should have succeeded in surprising them most completely- 
had not a dog given the alarm when within a few yards of 
them. 

The uncertain light of tlic moon favoured their escape tliough 
followed by us very closely and fired upon frequently. 

In the chase 1 am sorry to say a boy was killed and a woman 
slightly wounded. 

We succeeded in securing tlie broUier-iu-Iaw of Kama Naik and 
a woman. 

They were unable to carry off any of tlieir plunder or 
cattle and left behind them 10 bows witli arrows, 5 swords, 
a matchlock and negarrah. We also secured SO head of 
cattle. 

At daybreak I found them assembled in gi-eat numbers on 
many almost inaccessible points of the surrounding hills 
and agreeably to previous authority from Mr. Graham I 
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called to them (by means of tlic prisoners) that if they 
would give thcniscircs up, tlicir lives would he spared, but 
was only answered by abuse. 

I conscqucntl3' dispersed my party in different directions to 
climb the hills and endeavour to come upon them but they 
would not stand — as we ascended one side the3' descended the 
oilier but we had several opportunities of firing uiiou 
them, and ix'port sajs nianj- were nuunded. I think it 
verj’ probably tlie case. 

r have the honour, etc., elc., 

(Signed) .1. OTTTRxVJI, Libot., 

CommanHivg Field Detaclmcni. 

Moalair, Sth April 182.5. 


Such were the ' operations of uhieh C'oionel Robertson must 
have had first hand reports at Alnlegnon. A ' note bj' Outram 
himself on the description of the Mulher Insurrection, 1826, bj- 
Mr. Giberne, subsequent!}’ Collector of Klmndcsh, runs as follows : — 

Note on Molair Insurrection. 

Tt was this Insurrection which caused Mr. Elph'nstone, theu 
Governor of Bombay, to insist upon this attempt to raise a 
Bhil Corps ; all other measures linriog failed to bring the 
Bhil tribes into any state of submission. The Political 
Agents, Colonels Briggs and Robertson had heretofore 
opposed the attempt (which had been more tlian once pro- 
posed by Mr, Elpliinstone) under tbe idea that we should 
thus be placing arms and power in the bands of inveterate 
foes, wlio would sooner or later turn them against ourselves. 

It is not a very far-fctclicd deduction to assume that the 
foundation of the Bhil Corps being decided on, Colonel Robertson 
selected on the Commandant also in consequence of the operation.? 
at Mulher. 

Accordingly, Bombay General Orders of April 22nd 1825 
notified that the services of .Lieutenant Outram, Adjutant, 2Srd 
Regiment Native Infantry were placed at tlie disposal of the 
Collector and Political Agent in Khnndesh for the purpose of 
commanding a Bhil Corps to be raised in tliat prortnee for Police 
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Outram had at this time reached the ripe age of 22 years. 
Yet he had aheady done six years’ soldiering, and had been for three 
years Adjutant of his regiment, then known as the 1st Battalion of 
the 12th Native Infantry, afterwards as the 23rd Native Infantry 
and now as tlic lS3rd Outram’s Rifles. During his Adjutancj' he 
superintended the marching of the regiment from Poona to Baroda, 
and from Katliiawar to Malegaon. The expei-ience he gained 
during these long marches through difficult country must have 
instilled into him that extraordinary power of realizing the needs of 
troops on the march which ever afterwards distinguished him. Not 
once nor twice in after years did Outram’s foresight prove the 
salvation of an army. With his appointment to raise the Bhil 
Corps ended his strictly regimental duty, never to be resumed again 
till Cawnpore. Well may the 123rd be proud of having trained him, 
and well may Indian volunteei-s glory in having nuinbei’ed him in 
their ranks. , 

Besides his military duties, he had secured 74 first spears out 
of 123 obtained by a party of twelve at pigsticking. He had also 
speared four nilgai, two hyfenas, one leopard, and two wolves. 
He had picked up two lion cubs, put tlicm in his pockets, raced their 
mother home on his hoiBe, and won. He had been blown up in 
Bombay harbour on a native craft. In short he had had more 
soldiering and shikar at 22 than many an officer can now expect in 
Iris whole career. 

Outram did not at once join his new appointment. He had a 
severe attack of fever, hardlj' to be wondered at when he had marched 
over 50 miles in two successive nights to .Mulher, and had fought a 
biittlc at tlie end of the second march. He renisiincd in Jlalegaon 
till the beginning of May, when lie proceeded to Chalisgaon. He is 
best left to tell how the Bhil Corps was founded in his own words. 
Two comments may be made on Hicm. Firstly, in Ma 3 ’ tlie thermom- 
eter at Chalisgaon daily rises to 115“ in tlie shade, a temperature 
not conducive to the frequent and rapid climbing of precipitous hills 
over 2,000 feet above the plains. Secondly, Outram ushered in his 
new corps with the total defeat, in one night and witli 30 men, of a 
rebel force, which a considerable British army for several months 
had failed even to touch. Nor was he content with merely rushizig 
over the mountains after tlie Bbils. He found time to survey as lie 
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went, .iMcl furnished GoTeriimcnt with n dctnilcd phiii of the Satraala 
I^Iountains in that neighbourhood, pointing out and defining the 
Bhil strongholds, and therebT greatly facilitating all future opera- 
tions in tlmt quarter. 

A metalled road which was constructed up the mountain side 
between Chalisgaon and Kannad, and wsis opened by ^Ir. Ashburner 
in 1 872, has been well named * Outram’s Ghat. ’ 

“ 1 kept no copies of my correspondence,” writes Outrain, “during 
tlie period from my appointment to raise the Bhcel Corps, in 
the middle of April 182a, until tlic d:itc of my first ofliclal 
report (1st July 1825). A severe illness dctiiiiicd me in 
IMalligaum until the beginning of May. When I proceeded 
to Chalisgaiim where the Head Quarters of a Field Force was 
situated, which for two months had been endeavouring to keep 
in check the Bhcels of the Adjuntah (or Satlimalla) Range, 
who under the noted Fandoo and otlier then celebrated 
loaders, had been ravaging tlio plains below these mountains 
for a long time with impnuit}-, and laughed at all the 
futile off’orts of the regular troops to disturb them in their 
fastnesses, seeing that no communication could be obtained 
with the rebel Bhcels from thence, I Uicn ascended to Knnnur, 
a small Nizam's station above the Ghauts, where I was 
cquall}'- unsuccessful. Finding, therefore, that nothing could 
be effected towards laying the foundation of the corps, until 
the spirit of tlie tribes in rebellion was subdued, who had 
tlic aiTogance to suppose that our troops dreaded to penetrate 
to their haun'ts, and carried tlicir depredations to the pickets 
of the British Camp, tlie very flocks belonging to which 
they had recently carried off, I accordingly revisited 
Chalisgaum in the hope of inducing active operations, but, 
failing in that object, I made my way to a native officer’s 
post, stationed at Jatcgaoii, about 30 miles distant, and 
above the Ghauts. The object of this post was merely to 
protect the village which had been tlii-catciicel bj- the Bhcels, 
but the Detachment, being from my own Regiment, and 
knowing me heretofore as tlieir Adjutant, the native officer 
ignorant, that, being now on employ, I no longer had 
any autliority in the Regiment, at once obeyed my orders, 

6 
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Lo luivc Jill Ills tlisposeable men in rcac1incs.s for a dour 
after nightfall when I inarched in tlxc guidance of a spy 
I had taken with me, on the strong position in tlic heart 
of the mountains, which I had been informed was then 
occupied by tbe united tribes, who had just as.scmblcd in 
great numbers for tile jiurposc of undertaking some enter- 
prise. 5Iy detachment consisted of only 30 bayonets, but 
1 calculated on eflectually .surprising the rebels- from so 
unexpected a quarter, and, on coming uiion them before 
daybreak, when unable " to observe the weakncs.s of their 
assailants- I had little doubt they would disperse in con- 
fusion. The i-csult was as I had expected. On the first 
alarm that tlic red coats were upon them which was given 
by the scouts, while we were j'ct too far off to attack 
cffeotually, the whole body fled, panic struck, scattering in 
every direction and leaving their women, children, and 
nretclied propertj- at our more}'. I then separated mj- 
small party into threes and fours, with orders to pursue 
while any Bhcels wci-c to be seen and then to rendezvous at 
the Dheel hattcc (encampment), searching the ravines on 
their return. Seeing the red coats in .so many different 
quarters, the effect of which was incrciised b3" hearing their 
musketrj' in such opposite directions, confirmed the idea of 
'tlie enemy that the whole British force was upon tlicm and 
prevented anj' attempt, to rallj'.. Their dispersion was 
complete, two of the Bhecls wore killed in the pursuit, many 
others were supposed to be wounded, and almost all their 
families remained in mj’ power. Having tlie evening 
before sent information to Major Desdiamps of my in- 
tended attempt, he wtis induced to co-operate, and the 
troops from below soon after joined mo. Tlie Bheels were 
so hotly pursued for some djv3's that thc3' could not 
re-assemble, and their haunts being then occupied b3- our 
troops their power Wies so completely broken, that I was 
then cn.iblcd to commence opci-ations, and laid the founda- 
tion of the corps through the medium of my captives, 
some of whom were released to bring in the relatives, of tlie 
rest on the pledge tliat tliey all should be set at libei-ty. 
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I thus e/Tcclcfl an inlorcoiir‘;i- with snnio of Hic lending 
Naicks; went alone wilh lliem inlo their jungles: gained 
tlieir hearts b3- coxiious libations of brnndj-, and their 
confidence bj- living unguarded among them, and hunting 
with them, until, at last, 1 persuaded .> of the most adven- 
turous to risk their fortunes with me, which small beginning I 
considered ensured ulliinato success. 

The 3'oung commandant’s position, on leaving the regular armj- 
and finding himself in possession of his first five Bhils, maj' bo 
compared to that of the ring-mnsfer of a circus, who is suddenlj’’ 
deprived of tlio-wcll trained performers to which he is accustomed, 
presented with a collection of half sh.v, Jinlf savage, aninmls sti-aight 
from the forest, and ordered to tench them tricks and exhibit their 
performances to the public. It will he as well to explain hero what 
performances wore desired In- the on-ncr of the circus. How the 
children of the .jungle were taught, and how their performances 
surpassed the owner's wildest hopes, will be told hereafter. 

Ou iMay (5tli, 18S5, Colonel Robertson wrote to Lieutenant 
Outrani as follows : — 

To 

Lieut. OUTRAM, 

CoMMAXMSG UnEEL Conrs 

Sib, 

1 As the ground work of the few instructions I deem it at the 
present moment necessary to give you in reference to the 
Bhccl Corps which it is intended to raise I beg accompanying 
to transmit copy extract of a letter whidi I addressed to 
tlie Commissioner under date 11th Marclt last respecting this 
subject ; from which you will generally perceive the object 
for which the corps is to be embodied, the pay that it is 
proposed to give to the men, and the extent to which it 
is intended to subject them to military drill. You will 
also observe tliat it is intended to obtain a few steady com- 
missioned and non-commissioned officers and privates from 
the Line to aid you in the execution of this object, and, 
generally, at least in the. first instance, to fill the situation 
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of t.hc n.Tlivo officers .and inosh .also of lliosc of llie nnn- 
cominissioncd officers, till experience m.a3- show th.at we ma_v 
safclj' make such promotions, to some extent, amongst the 
Jlhils tliemselvcs. 

3 I conclude from your private communication tliat 3-00 have 
now so far rccovei-cd from the effects of tlic V exposure ” 
.at Moolcir iis to have proceeded to join Sir. Graham at 
Challcesgauni. From this gentleman you may calculate on 
receiving cver3' assistance, in explaining to the Bhcels the 
object of cmbod3-ing the corps and inducing them to enlist. 

3 The Bhecls in fJic Challeesgaum Tallooka as well as tliose in the 

Bhurgaum and Erandolc Tallookas arc those who give us the 
most trouble as police subjects, and who probabh- arc the most 
straitened in their circumstances. From these districts there- 
fore I should wish that 3-011 could embody most of the men. 
Horeaftor a few of the Kothccl Bhcels from the Jnmner and 
Nusseorabad Tallookas 0103- be added, as well ns a few from 
Baglan, both to extend the benefit of the corps ns far as 
possible and to the utmost degree to prevent nn3- ill-effects 
from the whole of the recruits belonging to one part of the 
country and possessing the same prejudices and partialities. 
The effects will be grcnt.l3- obviated 1)3- extending the recruit- 
ing, in the wn3’ proposed, and 1)3’ tlie empl03’ment of n.ativc 
officers and non-commissioned officers from the Line. 

4 I will thank 3’ou to inform me of the number of native 

officers and non-commissioned officers and sepo3's whom 3-011 
consider it in the fii-st instance nccessnr3- to have the aid 
of, when I )vill take the requisite measures to obtain their 
services. 

5 In the first instance it will be prudent probably not to give 

the recruits money. Instead of tliis I would suggest that 
the3- should be chiefly paid by an .allowance of grain, making 
to them only at certain periods small disbursements of cash. 
- The grain you should yourself procure. By and b3’c money 
may no doubt be given, and as all )vill prefer to have money, 
you might discontinue the issue of grain to evciy’ person 
that you may have reason to tliink will not abuse the 
indulgence- 
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G For tliF purpose of mnkinfc a piirrlmsc of pmvisiom 
and for mccHnf; iliD oilier cicprnsec of Hie chitv assigned lo 
you. jou will require an advance. Tliis I friinll he prepared 
to issue on voiir requisition, passing il to ,voiir personal debit 
in Hie first instance and clearing it hereafter by the credit 
of your nioiitldy abstracts. In these you sliould merely 
diargc the pay of each man ami nol the purchase or issue of 
grain, wliidt inaj' he considered ns merely a temporary 
amuigcmcnt. 

7 I should n-isli j-ou to state whether you think a sergeant 

on file same principle as a sergeant to the local corps or 
whether an Itnglish writer merely for the information of 
your papers would he of most use. You will i>cqairo a 
Carcoon and I beg you will entertain one at tlie same pay 
ns is authorized by Goremment for the Local Corps, vis., 
Its. SO per mensem. 

8 In the first instance such duty will nob be expected from tlic 

Blicels, bub you sliould keep them as mucli cmploj'cd ns 
possible in such n manner on 'will tench them the important 
duty of obedience to orders. Tliis you can only ciFcct by 
degrees, but it sliould constantly be kept in mind and 
enforced as drcumstanccs permit, and till you Imre altaincd 
it Xobliing will Iicttcr ensure this, than when you employ 
tliem, always doing so under non-commissioned officers from 
the Line, who should be tnu^it above nil tilings to inculcate 
into the minds of the Blicds tlic principle of strictly 
adhering to orders, os the very essence of their duty. 

9 This is the nuun point to which in the first instance your 
attention should be devoted, as striking, os it will, at tlic root 
of all their loose and irregular habits and substituting in 
thdr stood punctuality and subordination. It will be the 
most difficult matter to accomplirii. Some attention to their 
penonal appearance too and any otlier luinutiie of that 
nature which is calculated to excite more favourable 
impressions in respect to themselves and a change of habits, 
will be of great moment. Funishments of a personal nature 
should be avoided. For minor ofiTences you will soon 
discover punishments suitable to thdr own ideas and for 
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those of a serious iiabiirc ilic offcnclcrs shoiilfl invariablj' 
be flismisscfl before, if it should be necessary, they arc 
handed over to the Magistrate. This will excite a pride 
in those that remain in the corps. 

10 Some of the lower grades of non-commissioned officers 

should be left open as .a stimulus for exertion and filtcntion 
and as a reward for those who may excel, for tlioiigh it is 
not tliought prudent to employ their own Naiqs, or even lo 
engage an3’one in nn3’ other than the lowest grade, yet it 
would be wrong not to promote from the corps, at least to 
the more inferior stations, as soon as it is judged it can be 
done with snfct3’. To such vacancies 3-011 should point the 
attention of the men general^-. 

11 The numben to be enlisted will depend on tlic future 

decision of Government. In the meantime I tiiink you nm3' 
without risk of exceeding the wishes of the Hon’blc the 
Governor in C.'ouncil enlist as far as 401) men. You can 
favour me with a sjiecial report cvcr3’ two months as to 
3'our progress in recruiting and in reclaiming those who 
mn3' liavc enlisted, also occasionall3- of the opinion 3-0111’ 
experience may give 3-011 reason lo entertain of the likelihood 
of advantage being dcrivcfl from the measure. It will, I 
apiDrohend, gr.catl3- deiicnd on the information Government 
may receive on these points, how far t.hc3- 11013’ consider it 
nccossar3- to proceed with the Corps. 

12 I will also thank you to let me know what 3-011 should conceive 

should be the organization of the corps as to officers and 
non-commissioned officers and when arms 11103-, 1'°^' think, 
be entrusted to them, which will not, 1 apprehend, bo for 
sometime, till in fact thei- cvideiit.13- shew a relish for their 
iiew mode of life. 

IS Your Head Quarters 3-0U will observe are intended to be at 
Dhuruiigaum or Erruiidole, but it will not probnbl3- be 
material if you do not for a short time decide on which place 
you may ultiinatcl3- prefer, as the duties of recruiting will 
oblige you to be somewhat on the move. Eventually as fixing 
the Bhccls to a certain spot and thereby’ leaching them to have 
{I home, it will be advantageous to have a fixed cantonment. 
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14 Li tliiuc inslnictioiit I may Iinrr niuUlccl iniuiy material 
points, but if so you will |iiiinl them out oiicl 1 slmll be 
happy to supply Uie defect. They are to lie considered 
more ns tin outline of wiml U rei]iiirefl than as ii perfect 
guide. In uo otlier undertaking doc^ inure depend on tlic 
personal Llinructer and conduct of the nllieer. A conciliatory 
disposition towards the Bhccl>< convineing tbeni you feel an 
interest in tiicin and a pride in seeing them do well, arc of 
all otliers the paints that are most likely to earn tlicir regard 
and to excite in Uieiii tliosc better feelings whicli it is tlic 
chief wish of Goremniciit by the raising of the Corps to 
generate, and in your zeal and discretion tlic government 
luis every gunnintec tlial this, it> huniane object, will be 
most sedulously attended to. 

Sucli were the instruclions received by Outrmn. In acknow- 
ledging them he makes no cominent for the present, but apcdfics his 
demand for Uegulars. This is his reply : — 

Sir 

Agreeably to the desire expressed in your letter containing the 
iiiKirnctions for my gnidau«> in raising the llliccl Corps, to 
tlic coininnnd of whidi yon have been pleased to nominate 
me, 1 have Uie honour to state a hat I conceive will be tlic 
strength of the Draft froiii the Line required for its founda- 
tion. 

A Detail of S Subednrs, S Jcnicdnrs, o Hnvildnrs, 5 Naiques, 
S Buglers and tiU Privates would be a sulHcient check upon 
the Blicels when the Corxis has nUained its full sLrcngtli, I am 
of opinion, and will be ncocssiir 3 ' to instruct them for duties 
witli whidi it niiglrt be imprudent to entrust tlic Bheds until 
J Itai-c have hn<l sufficiently long acquaintance with tlicm, to 
be enabled to place coiifidcneu in tlicm. 

A» tlic success of tlic uiensurcs must depend so uiudi upon the 
xcnl and conciliatory demeanour of tlicsc men, I slionld wish 
to keep sci'cral vacnncics in the higher ranks open at first, 
which would be a spur to tlidr exertioni,. For tliis reason 
I beg to propose a Draft from the Line of S Jenicdars, 
S Buglers, and 4S Bank and File, from among whom 1 
would promote commissioued and non-canmiiEBioncd officers 
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to the number above mentioned, when in the course of a 
few months I had become perfectly acquainted with them. 

I beg leave to object to a European Sergeant and to proj)ose 
a Native writer of English instead, as the former would be 
without society and as is usuall3- the case witii persons of 
that class might seek solace in intoxication. I have provided 
myself with a Carcoon according to j-our permission. 
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FIRST SIGNS OP PROGRESS. 

T he .Young commandant was armed, at least for that port of 
the province in whidi lie was to reside, with dvil ns well as 
military powers. There were already two Bhil agents appointed, 
one for tlic houtliem or Satmaln range, iind the other for the 
Sahyadris and western jungle. These officers had multifarious 
duties, which may be summed up in the expressive native term 
" nia-bai)." The Bhils were to them ns children. They must de- 
fend the Bhils, stand up for their rights, educate them, teach them 
to engage in worthy pursuits, provide them with money for a start 
in life. At the same time they must see that their children did not 
waste their money in quarrelling and vice, repress crime, and gene- 
rally practise the doctrine of not sparing tlie rod where its use was 
necessary. 

Colonel llobci-tson had already issued instructions to the other 
Bhil agents. He forwarded copies of those instructions to Lieut. 
Outram on the iiStii September 1885. 'Phe forwarding letter is so 
interesting us to n-armnt its being quoted at length : — 

Su, 

I beg, enclosed, to transmit for your information on extract 
from a letter I did myself the honour to address to the 
Commissioner, under date SOth July last, and also copy of 
his reply dated the 6 U 1 instant, with a copy of a letter I have 
tliis day nddrenicd to ('aptains Rig^y and Ovons on the 
subject thereof. 

3 As you will for some time be mainly occupied in the forma- 
tion of your corps it will only be in your power to act 
occasionally as a Bhed Agent, but when you do od^ you 
will keep these instructions in view. 
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y The division in which j-ou will have more peculiarly' to act 
will consist of the Districts of Errundolc, Nusseerabad, 
Chopra, Yawal, and SuAvda and Rawerc. This range of 
districts I shall make over to the diarge of Mr. Graham 
i'or the ensuing y'car, and as before stated, you can only 
y et occasionally dp the duties of a Bhecl Agent. Mr. 
Graham will in the interim be directed as much as possible 
with reference to Uie instructions now enclosed, to extend 
his superintendence to tliat class of jjeoplc and y'oii will 
therefore, in all you do, act in concert with .and in conformity 
to the suggestions of that gentleman, whilst this arrange- 
ment may exist. In the meantime, till Mr. Graham takes 
charge of these districts, I will send you such special 
instructions from time to time as may he requisite for your 
guidance. 

I shall place the Central Districts under Sir. Erskinc and he 
will also have his attention particularly directed to the 
instructions regarding Bhccls, which he will be specially 
charged most carefully to act upon and to carry into effect 
in that tract. The Central Districts consist of the Dhulia, 
Aiumulmiir and Talnci’c Mamlctdarics. 

5 Mr. Dent will similarly' be instructed to give his attention to 
the Bhccls of the Districts of Nchr (exclusive of Bhamcrc) 
and the Talooka of Mallcgaum, north of the Girua and of 
the Lohneir Tallookas, which will be too distant for the 
superintendence of Captain Rigby. 

G xkll the Bheel affairs to the southward of your position 
eastward to Jamnerc and inclusive of Oiat district, will be 
under Captain Ovans. 

7 1 have mentioned tliesc arrangements to you th.at as Com- 
mandant of the Bhecl Corps y'ou may be aware that no 
parties i^hould be detached by you to tliese districts, but at 
the request of lire officers in charge of them or on my 
orders, except in cases of emergency, when you think 
that injury would be sustained by the public interests, by- 
waiting for any' request of Uiis description, as for instance 
when you may have undoubted iuforinatloii of the retreat of 
any poi'son charged with a- robbery," or of a gathering of 
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biindliti, or, I ni-cd Imrtllv .iild, ulir-n you may be in pnr- 
'uil of lliipvec, anil in all Ihe-t- casp-, you will ai soon as 
possible make knoAii the eir™m<itaiice to the oflirer who 
may be in cliargc of the illiitrict.s you may so act in. 
This limitation, which will be equally acted upoi\ by tlic 
assistants and other Bhecl Agents, is necessary to preclude 
the risk of their counteracting cadi other’s operations. 

8 You will maintain the establishment authorized by Govern- 
ment for 3-our agency and I shall appl3' to the Commis- 
sioner for In's aiitliority to j'our framing your military 
abstracts on the same principle as those of the other Bheel 
Agents. Your abstract for Civil Pay you will have tlie 
goodness to send to me. 

The Sntraalla hills contained the very worst of the rebellious 
Bhils, and it was from amongst these that the five first recruits 
were obtained. Outram now marched across tlie prodnee in a nortli- 
casterlj- direction to Dharangaon, where he established his head- 
quarters. Precisely why he chose Dharangaon is not explained. 
True, the town is central, and lias a good market. But it is in a 
bleak and dry country, and has no living water supply. Such 
water as is available is stored in ancient tanks, but these arc apt 
to become stagnant, or fail altogether, in the hot weather. Erandol, 
onl^’- 7 miles distant, was offered as an alternative. Here is an 
equal!}' large town, a running stream, and many good wells. How- 
ever, Outram, doubtless for some good reason, preferred Dharan- 
gaoii, and Dharangaon became the headquarters of the Khandesh 
Bhil Corps, and remained so till tlie end. Letters show that Outram 
arrived there before the end of Jbne 18Z5. How he got there, and 
how he managed to retain the faithful five on the march, is not 
recorded. It seems a pity tliat he left no diary of tliosc days. 
The march must have been, to say the least of it, full of incident. 
But arrive he did, and with him wei-e not five, but twenty-five re- 
cruits. The twenty had been picked up on the march from among 
the tamer Bhils of the plain villages. On ari'ival he sent his first 
regular report to the Collector — ^thc first of a long and interesting 
series. Little excuse is needed for reproducing here this report. It 
ignores absolutely the heat, and dangers, difficulties, and the. extreme 
.discomfort that mnst have beeji experienced. In- fact it reads 



TIIT! KHAinJUSTT nillT, COTirs. 


almost as if tlie writer was in tlic hnbitof foriniiipc re/^inionls onl of 
savage tribes onec a month : — 

SlB, 

I now do in3'solf the honour, agreeably to the desire esin-esscd 
in 3’oiir instructions of the 6th May, to iiuike a special 
rcpoiti of iny proceedings during the two nionlhs I have 
been employed in recruiting for the Khccl Coips of 
Candeish, and of what hope I now entertain of the ultimate 
success of this measure. 

You are aware tliat severe illness delayed my' dcpaitnre from 
Mallcgaum until the 8lh May, when according to your 
directions I proceeded to Chalecsgaum to endeavour to raise 
recruits amongst the Bhecls in that quarter. 

I then received every assistance from Mr. Graham, who laid 
things in train for me, by ordering the Mnmlatdars and 
other native agents to explain to the Patclls of villages 
and such Bhcols as were available to their communication, 
(the greater portion being in the hills plundering) the 
advantages and natui’C of the service now ojien to the 
Bheel tribe, and recommending all of that class to take 
advantage of the opportunity of engaging with me. 

Whilst this might take effect I wont to Kunner, above the 
Ghauts, privately to solicit the assistance of Captain Kelly 
of the Nizam’s service, who, I was given to understand, has 
great influence with the Candeish Bhecls in his vicinity. 
He most kindly exerted himself to induce some of them to 
embrace the service, but witliotit success, and at last having 
given his decided opinion that their prejudices and fears 
were not to be overcome, 1 returned to Challecsgaum on 
the S6th May, where I found none had been induced to 
offer, but aware of the advantages whicli would most pro- 
bably result from our obtaining a footing amongst tlie 
Bheels of that neighbourhood, the most turbulent in Can- 
deish, I continued in tliat Talooka, visiting and residing 
at different Bheel villages until the 15th June. The 
obstacles I here met witli 1 at one time ahnosL despaired 
of surmounting, especially tlicir fears ! Three or four 
whom I first enlisted were frightened away by' an absurd 
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rrpiirl llisil I mtiriii" llirin In {niii^pnrfnlion ! They 
psjii-piiilly nl fir't IiiokMl upon lln- iiicnsiin* wiHi ii \-cry 
«u<pirioii% fw, llir Ircaclicrr .11111 rnirJly of former riilcrx 
lifinf' still frosh in llicir memory, 1 ml 1 enme nway nilli, 
lhuii;'li only live rceriiits, the satisfactory feeling that 
their fwirs were cniircly removed ns crineccl liy their 
entrnsliiii' their few lelntioiiK lo iiiy charffc, and tlieir 
prejudices greatly overcome, so Ihnt 1 have no doiihL I slmll 
ohUiin many recruits from that quarter when the nninre of 
Ihe service is bcUcr iindemtood. 

As I had anlieipated, having overcome the great difflnilty, 
engaging the first few and tliose from amongst the most 
disorderly itnd suspicious race, little persuasion was neces- 
sary to induce some of Uie Burgauiii and Kmindole Blicels 
to join me as I passed through those Piirgaiiiiuhs, wliirli 
together witli Clinllecsgaiim, I was partietilarly directed lo 
make the seat of my first endeavours. 

The number of recruits I tliis day miibtcr is S.), which know- 
ing the difficulties and obstacles that prev’ented iiijt enlist- 
ing a single man during the whole of May and hcfpnning 
of June, I hope you will consider ns successful us possibly 
(iiuld be expected, and an anspicioiis commcneeiiient, and ns 
none who have once taken service (with the c.vcci>tion of 
Uic first three or four alluded to nbos-e, who dchcrtcd the 
same day they enlisted) have since left it, though brought 
a considerable distance from Uieir country and kindred, 
1 Uiink they are determined to stand the trial, which must 
convince tliem of the advantages of their new state, com- 
pared to their dongauus and unsettled mode of life 
hitlierta, in which, nt the best of times, tlicj can procure but 
a jirecoxious subsistence and one frequently exposed to 
wont, so that they will not readily be Induced to give up the 
former to return to the latter. Time must prove whether or 
not they can become sincerely attached lo peaceable liabits, 
but I have creiy hope they srill be found to be of a more 
malleable disposition tfaim is generally supposed, 
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I piiniiot sa,_Y I Lljink t.liis is a bisk oasll^y or speedily l-o be 
iieconiplished ; niiicli pcrscvoranco, patience, and I rouble I 
foresee will be required in Lhc firsL jilace lo conciliate 
and bring them under proper subjection, and a steady, 
though mild ladc, must be preserved when that is accom- 
plished, but 1 trust I am most zealously disposed to bestow 
every attention, and spare no endeavour to meet the wishes 
of Govei'inncnt in forwarding this measure, so creditable 
to myself should I succeed. 

1 liavc every expectation my next report will l>c most satis* 
factory as to numbers; I consider one of the greatosl 
difficulties overcome establishing a foundation. 

1 am now at Dhurrangaum which, being one of the places 
left lo my choice, I am disposed to make my headqiiarler. 
As far ns I can learn and to all appearance it is the 
healthiest spot in the neighbourhood, and I have accord- 
ingly commenced hutting iny recruits for the monsoon. 

For those who do not know Khandesh it is necessary Lo explain 
hero that the climate of the province is extremely dry from Novem- 
ber to June. Often not a drop of rain falls for seven months. 
At the latter end of June howcvci*, the south-west monsoon bursts 
with great regularity and usuall3' with violence. From June to 
October there is incessant rain, totalling between 9.5 and 30 inches. 
The country roads arc impassable for carts, and cverj- man clings 
to his home, for Uic verj’ good reason that it is difficult to travel. 
But Outrain and his Bhils had no home. What tliej' did for shelter 
at Dharangaon in 1895 is not known, but thc3' can hardl3' have been 
luxurious. Subsequently, Oirtram built for himself a room3' bungalow, 
which has but lately been pulled down. Other bungalows and offices 
arose near it, and regimental lines sprang up for the corps. But 
the first rains must have been most uncomfortable. However, the 
corps progressed in spite of discomfort and hardship. Outram 
himself lived in a disused kacheri or court house. He managed to 
provide hutting for some of his men, and quartered the rest in the 
town. Punctually on September 1st, he sent ip his Second report, wliich 
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J'. < iaqiiciit lint iinlv of nintci'iiil anti moral progress, but of the dctcr- 
<;:iiiatioii. tigour and iiictfuliics- of Hie writer. This is il: — 

To 

Lii;rT.-L-oi- ROBEllTSON. 

Coi.t.i:craK ix Caxduish, 

Dhooua. 


1 I have Uic honour to rcjiort the progress I lins-e made in 
urfranixing the Bhccl Corps since my Inst of the 1st July 
INS.), tlie number of Bhecls who hail then embraced the 
<i.-rvire WHS Sit, on. the 1st August they ninounted to 6S, 
and the number now- is 9S. 

" Toil will be sorry to olMcrre they bare not increased in 
II umber during the last month, in the rates that might 
hnvi been expected from the former; scs-crnl arc the 
causes of this, partly from the Hohnniin festival having 
inlerveiied, during whicli I kept all my men togellier and 
indoaroiircd to make them spend a happy holiday, pnrtly 
bccniKu I find it prudent at present not to appear to 
press tlie rapid nsscmbly of a large number while yet 
nnanned, hut chiefly, 1 am sorr3' to sa}*, because Hie 
suspicion of our iiiotn-os gains ground dnilj’. Alarming 
reports arc doubtless kept alive by tliose w’ho arc intc^ 
f« sted u) f rnstriitiiig this measure, in the success of whicli 
Uiuj- foresee the ilcatli-blow to plundering with imjiunitj- ; 
which reports arc strengthened from the circunistuncc of 
those I iiara assembled being kept without anus, and the 
iihinn liriglitencd from on unfortunate coincidence, the 
town of Durrunguum and the very kiitchcr}' in .whicli I am 
residing Iiaving been the scene of the massacre of a num- 
ber wrho were assembled on a very similar plea about 11 
,vcars ago. The butcheries of that period arc fresh in 
their memory, aud a repetitiou is dreaded b^' all but those 
who arc now with me. To remove tbrir fears, I have 
spared no cudea^-ouc by constant intercourse witli them; 
talking of the crucltj' above alluded to with marks of 
detestnUon and witlioul reserve; explaining tlic ad\-antagcs 
we expect from their services- (for ,thcy -could not under- 
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stiincl iiiul would suspect aii 3 ' oilier motive for llie liberiilib^" 
of Government); listening to their complaints and enquir- 
ing into and obtaining redress for oppression to which 
the families of some were subjected when unable to 
complain, thej’ themselves being amenable to justice for 
a breach of its laws ; interceding for those who though 
jiroscribcd have sought my intercession, taking everj' 
opjiortiuiity of displaying a perfect confidence in tlicm 
and demanding services from them, etc., etc. By these 
means I have succeeded in inspiring almost all who are in 
the corps with a feeling of security and confidence in me, of 
wliich I have had ample proof. Had this not fortunately- 
been the ease, the undertaking must have been ruined on 
the Sfith instant, when by some means or other a report was 
spread amongst mj’ men, that in tlie great coucoui-sc of 
pooiilc assembled in the tou-n on that day (being the last 
of the festival) were concealed the agents by whom they 
were to be slaughtered in the evening! This was well 
calculated to strike terror in the minds of men most of 
whom had parents or relations cut off by such treaclicry 
in the Paiswah’s reign, but the report was only' credited 
by about 15 of the most timorous and newest of my 
recruits, who fled on the first alarm J the moment I lioard 
of the rumour (which was brought to me by some of 
tlie Bheels themselves) 1 ordered them to assemble and 
was promptly obeyed. 1 es:plaiaed to tlicm how much 
disappointed 1 had reason to be in them, who, notwitli- 
staudiug the confidence I placed in them, sleeping under 
their swords every night (having only a Bhecl guard at my 
residence) still continued to harbour suspicious of me ! The 
feeling with which they answered me was so gi-atifying 'that 
I do not regret the cause which brought it foz*tli. They 
iinmcdiatcly went after the fugitives and returned with eight 
in the evening, the others whose fears had carried them 
out of reach, arc still absent, but I have not struck them off 
the strength of the corps, tlicir fi-ieiids having gone to 
recall them, ami I have not a doubt they will be happy to 
return when tliey find their fears were groundless. 
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Oth'cra have ^Tcn earl; proof of their fidelity. Li liie 
beginning of Anguat 1 despatelicd two particB to lecruil^ 
the one of n havildnr and SO Bheels to the ChaHeeB* 
gaum, the other of a naique and 10 to the Loonair 
Furgannnh* ; most of them n-cre inhabitants of the oountttes 
to Trhich they nrere sen^ and on their arrival at their 
homes they found that report had been busy wiih their 
fate during their absence ! So terrified vere their rela- 
tions from what they had heard of our intentions that 
they endeavoured by every means to persuade our men to 
desert. But notwitlistanding their solieitationB every man 
returned, though they could only prevail on nine men to 
accompany them. 

' V If I am unnecessarily prolix in the relation of these parti- 
culars, it is caused fay my anxiety to prove the necessity 
of tlie early attention of Government to the subject of my 
communication of the Snd ultimo. Agreeably to your 
pemiiHion I purchased SO anords which I have distributed 
among my men, but they arc not calculated to give the 
appearance of seourity which I em anxious to display. I 
hn^'e shown that tlioae now with me are free from fear, but 
if kept without arms I could not answer for their long 
remaining so. Arming them will be the quickest and 
surcStmeans of removing the suspidons of the Bhcd popu- 
lation generally, which ore almost the only obstacle to the 
success of H measure wluch must prove of the greater 
Utili^. It will subdue^ I am confidenti the rapadous spirit 
of that class, to whidi the country has so long been a pr^, 
and which no laws or measures hitherto, whether of coerdon 
or kindness, have been able to subject. 

It is with mudi satisfaction I report the following particu- 
lars of the great success whidi has already attended the 
steps I have token to bring those Bheds in the corps brtn 
habits of r^^ri^ and subjedion. 

" Having previously obtained your assent, I promoted, in the 
beginning of July, S Bheds to naiques, and on 1st August 
one of the naiques to. havildar. My motives for mating 
such eori;. promotion were to axdte a spirit of emulatioi^ 

8 
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by showing what they have to look up to as the reward 
of good behaviour and to teach obedience to non-commis- 
sioned officers of my creation, in opposition to what they 
had hitherto been only accustomed to pay tJieir hereditary 
naiques. My wishes have been completely answered — the 
non-commissioned officers are made aware of their respon- 
sibility and the privates look up to them as they oughit. 

The great bar to order at first, was their frequent indulgence 
in intoxication. This I have put out of their power by the 
mode of payment which provides them daily ndth scarcely 
more than sufficient to obtain the necessaries of life, ex- 
cepting on the last day of the month when the surplus of 
tlieir pay is given ; which I am happy to find they begin 
to spend in articles of finery in preference to spirituous 
liquors, and I have not known of a single instance of 
excess in tliis respect during the last month. 

The payments of the Bhcel Corps are regulated as follows : — 
Two annas are paid every morning, thus controlling their 
expenditure which would otlierwise outstrip tlicir means, 
unacquainted as the generality are at present with the use 
of money, the remainder amounting to 10 annas in a short, 
and IS annas in a long month, is paid on the last day of 
the month, when I receive the acknowledgment. 

The clothing I have given them consists of a puggrie, dyed 
green, a white angracka I’caching to tlie knee, and goorgie 
reaching below the knee, made double and of strong cloth, 
which I find best adapted to their inclinations, and gives 
them a very i-espectable appearance ; which I am glad 
to find tliey are sensible of. They are daily improving in 
cleanliness and beginning to expend tlie surplus they re- 
ceive at the end of the month in purchasing shloes or 
ornaments I This dress mil last about six months, and is 
well calculated for a Police, being perfectly unifoi-m, and 
looking very well with native arms ; it is at the same time 
tlie cheapest that could be given, the whole expense being 
under rupees. 

I was unable to proceed in hutting more than about 30 men, 
grass not being procurable so late in .the season j the rest 
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I liaA'c quartered in emptj houses in ihe town, without 
infrinf^ng on any prejudiev of the inlinbibints, who were 
nt first mueli averse to their neighbourhood, mid Imd fre- 
quent reason of complaint against tiie Bhccls, being then 
ratlier disorderly ; but tliosc complaints hare entirely ceased 
and their behaviour now i* the satisfaction of evcrj’onc. 

' J have nt present dinded the corps into two classes, tlio one 
consisting of men for general Police duties, the other of 
those whom I hope to train nnd discipline ns Light Infan- 
try. The latter arc selected from tlic youngest and most 
intelligent; of tliis class iJierc arc nt present about 90. 
The duties 1 exact arc light, from the former a doily and 
niglltl}' guard of a nnique (or lance) and six privates^ 
from the Intter-^hom I wish to nttadi ns mudi as 
possible to my person — ^two orderlies are supplied daily. In 
pursuance of what I deemed prudent, demanding carl3' 
service from Uiem, I dctndied several parties to recruit. The 
ill success of two, who were sent to tlic greatest distances 
I have already shown, but tlic fidelity thi^' evinced on that 
occiision was more gratifying tiinn the most complcfto success. 
I have reason to be equally wdl pleased with the various 
parties whidi I dctudicd in tlic neighbourhood, all of which, 
though meeting witli little success, deserved tlic trust I 
placed in them and exerted tliemsclvcs to the utmost. For 
the same reasons and to terrify the otiicr Bheds into taking 
timely refuge in the corps, I also employed my men on 
one or two occasions to apprdicnd ofi'cndcre. You have 
already been informed tliut a detachment from the Bbccl 
Corps was anticipated in the scisure of the notorious 
Hceria noique by cme day, .and they appqdiended thirteen 
thieves who had committed a late robbery, but upon not 
finding the'ortides on them, these were rdcosed though 
tiiere was no doubt that they were the per p et r a t ors, the 
information agmnst them being given by on accomplice^ whose 
evidence I did nob think prudent to bring forward. The 
alacrity th^ evince in the performance of these services 
convinces me tii^ will soon' have no scruple to bring thdr 
nearest relatioiiB to justice if required to do so. That those 
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exertions have terrified the Bheels who continue to oppose the 
laws is fully proved by two of the most notorious naiques 
Sailia and Biwajee, who have for years eluded all attempts 
to apprehend them, having voluntarily tendered their sub- 
mission to me, although they are proscribed. Taking 
advantage of the opportunity of their being in my 
hands, would have been very d^rimental to establish the 
character of the friend of the Bheels on which the success 
of my undertaking much depends. I therefore promised 
my intercession with you in their behalf, on which subject 
I had tlie honour privately to address you on the 2Snd 
ultimo. 

I may also mention in proof of this position, the circumstance 
of the country for 16 miles round Durrangaum wliich had 
been hitherto most particularly a prey to the rapacity of 
the Bheels, having been perfectly free from their depre- 
dations. Since the establishment of the Bheel Corps at this 
place not a single robbery have taken place, though formerly 
of daily occurrence, and traS .Hers who then never ventured 
out without the protection of horsemen or sebundies, now 
proceed unarmed alonel 

Should the Bheels in the corps prove faithful and efficient 
servants, which the little experience I have now had in them 
leads me confidently to hope I shall render them; the rest of 
that class will be compelled to have recourse to peaceable 
occupations for a livelihood, when it is not unreasonable 
to hope this hitherto degraded race finding protection tmder 
our mild rule where no distinction is dra^vn between Bheel 
and Brahmin, may become gradually habituated and attached 
to the change. Such is what I foresee will be tlie reward of 
this humane measure, and though I am aware it will at 
present be treated as a vague speculation, I do not hesitate 
thus early to express my confidence in the result. 

In consideration of the irr^ular class of people I have to deal 
with, I humbly intreat that the few propositions I may 
make in the first stages of this undertaking may be treated 
with more indulgence than as coming from so young, and 
inejqjerienced a man, they may. otlferwise be intitled to. 
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" I may possibly in some instances be unable to abide by former 
cusrtom or rule, in my attempts to reform those in the corps, 
n'herein I must be guided cliicflj- bj- circumstances ns they 
occur. Placing cnrl3- trust in them, for instance, will be 
naturallj- regarded as imprudent and tlirowing temptation 
ill tlicir waj-, j-ct I am pci-suadcd that tliis is the only way 
to make them trustworthy. Delay in their sanction is what 
I dread, and to show the necessity of avoiding it is my 
reason for making these remarks, and humbljf requesting 
that 3’ou will consider the expediency of sanctioning or 
objecting to mj' proposals without further reference, whilst 
this undertaking is yet in its infancy. 

" 13. I beg 3'ou will bring to notice the dela3’ which has taken 
place in drafting the detachment from the Line wliich was 
authorized b3' Government upwards of a month ago, but 
of which I have since heard nothing. Thus delaying it 
until my recruits are numerous and showing tlicm too plainly 
that they arc sent as a check upon the corps might have 
produced the worst consequences had I not guarded against 
it b3’ leading the Bhccls to expect tlicm from the beginning. 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 
(Signed) J, OUTRAM, 

Durrungauni, 1st Sept. 1825. Lieut. Commanding Bhecl Corps. 


The infant battalion was already nearly 100 strong. The Com- 
mandant was the personal friend and adviser of every one of his men. 
The corps itself, and tlic surrounding public, reposed their confidence 
in him. His men had alrcad3'’ done good service in catching 
thieves and dacoits. Merchants who had gone armed and in fear of 
their lives, began to travel unmolested and unarmed. The founda- 
tions of an enduring peace were more surely laid in tliree montlis 
b3- one unaided youth, than in seven years by many experienced 
leadei’s, in hundreds of expeditions at the cost of thousands of Jives. 
How was it done I Not by an unbending discipline or by incessant 
punishments. " Copious libations of brandy,” tiger hunts, and a 
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long holiday at tlie Mohurrum, could not be expected from a severe 
martinet. How then was it done ? By the example of one fearless 
gentleman, who bore the heat with the hardie-st, faced the tiger with 
the boldest, sympathized w'ith the most miserable and depraved, and 
held out the hand of love to those who had known no love. Writing 
on tlie subject of “ The Tomb of his Ancestors ” Mr. KipUng says : 
“ The main character was certainly modelled on Outram, The 
inscription of course (on the tomb itself) is the one to Cleveland of 
Bhagalpur who died 50 years before Outram.” The likeness of 
Outram to Cleveland is certainly striking. What a solitary officer 
had done among tlie Pahadyas of Bhagalpur and the Santhal 
Parganas in 1780, Outram was doing among the Khandesh Bhils 
in 1825. Fortunately for the British Empire, Outram did not 
succumb to his early labours, but lived on to win more glory in wider 
fields. Had he died at Dharangaon in 1835, tlxe memorial tablet to 
Cleveland might well, with name and date altered, have been set up 
over his grave. The inscription on that tablet, as quoted in the 
Gazetteer of Bhagalpur, reads as follows = — 

fbe iWemorp of Singnetui Clebelanb, (Esq,, 

LATE OOLUECTOR OP THE DISTRICTS OP BHAUGUIiPORB AND RAJAMAHALL, 
WHO, without BLOODSHED OR THE TERROR OP AUTHOBITY, 
EMPLOYING ONLY THE MEANS OP CONCILIATION. CONPIDBNOB, AND 
BENEVOLENCE. ATTEMPTED AND ACCOMPLISHED 
the entire SUBJECTION OP THE LAWLESS AND SAVAGE INHABITANTS OP THE 
JUNGLBTEBBY OP RAJAMAHALL, 

WHO HAD LONG INFESTED THE NEIGHBOURING LANDS BY THEIR 
PREDATORY INCURSIONS, 

inspired them with a taste for the arts op civilised life, 
and attached them to THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT BY A CONQUEST 
OVER THBra MINDS— 

THE MOST PERMANENT. AS THE MOST RATIONAL. MODE OP DOMINION. 

THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL AND COUNCIL OP BENGAL, 

IN HONOUR OP HIS CHARACTER, AND FOR AN EXAMPLE TO OTHERS, 

HAVE ORDERED THIS MONUMENT TO BE ERECTED. 

HE DEPARTED THIS LIFE ON THE Wth OP JANUARY 1784. AGED W- 

The Bhils had come to be regarded, not as mere criminals, but 
as creatures without human feeling, as dangerous wild beasts or nox- 
ious vermin, from whom no good could be hoped. It was the desire, 
and was considered the duty of all good citizens to hunt them, trap 
them and destroy them at sight. Even tlie farseeing Captain 
Briggs despaired of reclaiming them, and it was left for Outram to 
shew that they were not only human beings, but useful members of 
society. 
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Not long ago died a saintly man, of whom it may be said that he 
was a living expression of tlic fundamental doctrine of Christianity. 
Those who knew him, and loved him, ns he loved all, saw in him 
almost a reincarnation of the writer of the Fourth Gospel, a second 
John tlic Divine. It maj* seem for fcftdied to compare Edward King 
with James Outrom. Yd here is a letter written by Bishop E^g. 

“ Likcout, December 4, 1893. 

You have seen, I daresay, tliat we arc in trouble here again. 
A poor dear Grimsby nsherman ; it will all be over a fortnight 

to-morrow. Will j’ou please remember him, H , and 

n»k that he may be forgiven and accepted, and for me tliat 
my sins may not hinder my helping him. We have every hope 
for liim, he is really most beantiful. I am just back from 
the gaol, so my hand shakes, but not for him ; it is a great 
privilege if we arc only equal to it. But you will remember 
poor Bicliarcl, and understand tliat I cannot help asking God 
to hear his prayer for me now, if it be His WilL I think it 
is, it seems so cosy. 

With my love and blessing, 

Alaitys yours affectionately,’' 

P.5. — Perhaps j’ou could ask a few of the men to pray. 

The letter might seen ordinary enough, were not the subject 
matter of it a condemned murderer, for whom the judge had the 
black cap, the newspapers execration, and the world no men^, but of 
whom tlie Lord Bishop can write 'be is really most beautifuL’ 

Often might the Lord Bishop, bowed witli age yet strengthened 
by los-e, be seen tramping tlic steep streets of Lincoln to comfort 
tliose for whom the world had no comfort, the occupants of tlie con- 
demned cells. 

It was tlie same sympatliy with the despairing, tlie same ability 
to reclaim the lost, to find the good in those in whom tlie world 
found all bad, wliidi enabled the Bishop to make Christians of 
condemned felons, and Outram to make soldiers and citizens of Bliib. 
It iras the recognition of these qualities^ not less than mere personal 
piety or valour, that caused tlie good folk of Lincoln to be willing 
to lie down that the Bishop might walk over them, and that caused 
Napier to compare Outram to Bayard, or the volunteers at Ludmow 
to nominate Outram with one voice for tiic Victoria Cross. 
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THE EEVy BECOMES A' BATTALION. 

“ TTTHAT I don’t understand about Oufa'am,” writes Mr. Kipling, 
VV “ is tlie way in which he seems to have got Bralimans and 
Rajputs to help him lick his Bhils into shape as a Regiment.” No 
doubt the Brahmans and Rajputs had learned sufficient of Outram's 
character in Kathiavad and Gujarath» on the long march to Male- 
gaon, at the storming of Mulher, and over the mountains of Chalis- 
gaon, to know that the young officer was one whom they might trust 
implicitly and follow blindly. If he brought them to live among 
despised savages, he had at least been living among the savages for 
months before them himself. If he demanded drudgery from high 
caste gentlemen, he had himself shown the example of how a gentle- 
man can toil. Unerringly the sonar with touchstone and acid 
determines the purity of gold, and just as unerringly do natives of 
India determine the characters of their leaders. 

During the rains of 1825 Outram occupied himself with over- 
coming the rooted antipathy of the Bhils to drill, with recruiting 
more men, weeding out at the same time any who were indisposed or 
unfit for permanent service, with arming and clolhing his men, and 
generally with organizing the corps. 

As to drill, he selected the youngest and most promising recruits, 
and began to teach them regular drill. The older men he kept for 
the present as irregular police, or,sibandis. In his November report 
he mentions about 60 of the former and 40 of the latter. 

Recruits came in fairly frequently, but on the other hand a few 
men deserted, and others were discarded. The strength of the corps 
only rose to 109 on 1st November. 

The first arms that were supplied wei-e native swords. To these 
were added after a time matchlocks, but^Outram for months endea- 
voured to obtain regular supply of army muskets. Officials at 
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IicRtlquArtcrs dcinycil sending these till Jnminrr 18S6, nnd much 
discontent was caused thereby. 

In Norcmber ISfiS there marched into Dharangoon a party of 
Regulars, oiGccns and men who hod been personally selected by 
Outram to 'volunteer for duty witii the Bhil Corps, and assist in 
drilling it, and to supply its native officers. The party was mostly 
from the SSrd. Most of those selected from other regiments had 
either shrunk, or been deterred, from actually joining. Outnun, 
however, professed ‘ himself content with tliosc «'lio came. They 
nunibcml in nil. Their arrival almost ended the career of the 
new corps. The wnrsl suspicions of the Bhils seemed realised. It 
had often licvn impressed on them by mischiof-innkcrs that Ihc sole 
ribjeci Ilf Ciovcrninent in liiinding tlirui logcther .it Dliimingoon was 
to nuisMicrc tlicMii cn mauie. Ileholil, here a’ns n strong tuiil well-armed 
di-tiicliiiirnt of thedeU-steil high-enste sohliers of tlic line ninrcliing on 
I liciii. flight or insiJint death seemed their only iiltcnintivch. In 
u moment , however, the young coninmnil.int turned tlicir sorrow into 
joy, their despair into confldcncc. He ordered the detachment of 
regulars to give up their nnns, mid In mis with the Bhils ns bro- 
thels. He assured tiic Bhils that arms for them luid been demanded 
from Govcriiincnt. When these arrived, all should he armed alike, 
hut till then the soldiers should go unarmed. Thus consoled tlie Bhils 
renewed tlieir efforts to become profident at drill, so ns to worthily 
bear tlic promised arms. 

The progress of the corps caused Outram to suggest that it be 
lirovidcfl with ii i-cgiiliir uniform, wliich be thus describes ; “A dork 
blue cloth shell jacket nnd dongiircc pantaloons of the sttine colour 
and should fiiciiig he allowed, I should prefer green.’' This iinifonn 
was duly siiiirtioiicd, the green fninugs consisting of cuffs and collar 
were allowed, nnd ii bine ‘foraging onp’ was added, also buttons with 
the Icltcrs K.B.C. Outram himself nskeci permission to discard his 
n-giiiicntal uniform, and adopt that of the Bliil Corps. 

A iiutis-c apothecary, tents, doolies, nnd other camp kit were 
indented for nnd obtained. 

At tlic end of 18S6 commandant and men were so confident 
cadi of the other, that the permission of the Collector was asked and 
obtained for a formal march throued> the Province. This march had 
many objects. It would encourage recruiting, it was meant both to 

9 
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promote ,iiid show off the efficiency of the corps, it might be the 
occasion of capturing any marauding bands who were about, and of 
testing tlie worth of the recruits when engaged with f.heir late com- 
I’cides in crime. Accidentally, it -filled the Bhils with martial pride, 
owing to their formal recognition by the 23rd Regiment and the 
garrison of Malegaon as brother-soldiers. Considering Outrnm’s 
human sympathies, and his ability to work on men’s feelings, it 
is more tlian probable that -tlus 'accident’ was the most carefully 
planned of all his actions since he entered on his coinniand. Its 
success is best described in liis own words. 


To 

J. W. GRAHAM, Es«., 

Asstt. Com.ector, Cakdeish. 

Sir, 

1 I liave much satisfaction in reporting the progress of niy 

endeavours during the last two months to bring tlio Bheels 
into a state of discipline and subjection to order ; wliich 
have been most successful and must prove more satisfactory 
to Government tluin greater success in recruiting ; and 
altho’ in the latter respect I have not been proportionately 
successful it is not to be attributed to any increasing back- 
wardness on the part of the Bhceis, or, I trust, to any want 
of energy on my jjart, but solely to inability to exert 
myself as I wished until, bj' the arrival of tlic camp 
equipage of the Bheel Corps on the 9th December, I was 
enabled to leave a part of the countr3' from which I had 
drawn a very fair proportion of -llic Bheel population 
(which in that neighbourhood is not numerous) and as 
many as I thought it advisable to endeavour to obtain 
from it at present. 

2 The success which has attended llie recruiting since my 

departure from Durrungaum on lOtli December convinces 
me I shall have little difficulty in assembling as large a 
body of Bheels during my tour ns Government may require, 
and my success in other and more important respects, 

' above alluded -to, leaves me no doubt I slmll fulfil all I have 
so frequently expressed myself sanguine of accomplishing. 



67 


3 The last special report I liad the honour to make, dated 

ist November, showed a total of 109 Bheels in the corps ; 
np to the 10th December (whmt I marched from Durnin- 
gniim) flic number had only increased to 115, from whom 
I bad to stnke olF 7 desertions ; and the total of Bheels 
now in the corps is IS-l', 1 having enh'sted 26 and r^eeted 
several since my march. 

4 In my last report I mentioned 1 had brought a portion 

of the Bheels to consent to drill. I commenced instmeb- 
ingthem in the beginning of November, and in a very 
short time tliey had overcome nil dislike and submitted to 
drill witli ns much steadiness and paid as much attention 
as recruits of the lane. AH but SO men, whom I have for 
the present set aside as sibundies for reasons stat^ in my 
last report., have been steadily kept at drill ever since and 
have made sudi progress as to cause much gratification to 
rolonci Uobertson when he inspected tfaie corps on the 24th 
December. 1 should also have ere now brought them to the 
use of the musket had I yet received my arms from Ahmed- 
nugger ; the Bheds have not only overcome their anti- 
pathy to European arms and nceoutrementB (which 
together with drill were the obstacles most difficult to 
surmount ) but are now most anxious to get them. 

6 On the 8th November the detachment of Regulors arrived ; 
notwithstanding the pains I had taken to prqwre the 
Bheels to receive them without distrust I did not succeed 
so completely as I wished. Howe^-er, I offected thni end 
completely by immediately sending away all the arms of 
the Regulars which they had brought with them, giving 
the Bheds to understand that they and the detachment 
should be armed at the same time. In the course of a very 
few. days, what I had hoped, from my knowledge of the 
character and respectability of the men composing the detadi- 
ment, was fhlly ^ected ; the Regulars obtained by thdr 
• condliatory conduct to the Bheels their entire confidence, and 
tlicse high-coste men associating with them withmit scruple 
had the highest effect ; they begin to rise in self-esteem and 
to fed proud of the service which places them on an equality 
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with the highest clnsses. This feeling was most opportunely 
hcightcnccl hj- the generous nnfl libcrnl-miiided behaviour of 
the 23rd Regiment (on the occasion of my having sent the 
Rheels in a body to Mnllegaum Cantoninents a few days ago 
witli a view to remove any remaining fear on Ihc part of l.ho 
Bheels by showing them they can now mix among their former 
foes without molestation); not only were the Rheels received 
by the men of that Regiment without insulting scoffs (wliieh 
might almost have been expected from siicb high-caste men 
and very probaljly might have been bestowed by many less 
superior in that I'espect) bnt were even received bj’ them ^rilh 
the greatest kindness. Tliej' were invited to sit down beside 
them and fed by them and t.ilked to by high and low ns if on 
a perfect equality from being brother-soldiers; this nccidentnl 
circvunshmcc will produce more beneficial effects than the most 
studicrl measures of concilialion ; and Bhcel reformation will 
owe much to it. The Bheels rcturnerl quite tlelightcd and 
flattered by their reception and entreated me to allow them 
no rest from drill until they become equal in some degree to 
their brothei'-soldicrs. Thus, happily’, has another obstacle 
been removed — dread of or unfavourable feelings towards the 
Regulars — and a desire to emulate tlicm and a feeling of 
regard towards them substituted in the minds of the Bheels 
who arc in the corps, and .similar feelings will be instilled by 
these into the minds of all who hereafter join them. 

6 In my letter requesting to be allowed to march I advanced 
as one reason for the measure the pi'obability' that many might 
have engaged in the service mcrel3' from motives of present 
convenience who would desert when required to march to a 
distance ; but I wa* delighted to find my fears almost entirel^v 
groundless ; only the 7 men mentioned in the Srd para, who 
deserted in the end of November (probably- on account of 
the march) and 6 other’s are absent, the latter without leave 
but not yet struck off, having hopes the5’ will follow me. 
being detained by their friends, probably against their incli- 
nations. The march of the corps was also looked upon witli 
some slight degree of suspicion which might naturallj' have 
been heightened by my- bridging them -away without arms 
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(Europenn) but tlip Bliccis have provwl thcmicb'CR satisfied 
of our good intentions and have now accompanied me up- 
wards of 100 miles perfectly* willingly and Iiighly pleased 
with the moreb, tents, etc. 

T Every peculiar and most obstinate obstacle to the accomplish- 
ment of the organisatioii of ilic Bhrel Corps, I eonsidcc 
removed, and that little difficulty remains to be encountered 
more than what, usually attends the organnsation of a new 
levy of well disposed recruits. 

8 Since the lOtli December I have ]Nisscd through the Beigaum, 
Chalocsgaiim and Nandgnum pnrgunnahs but made no stay 
in them, Ims'ing pm'iotisly obtained nearly a fair proportion 
of niiocls from tliat quarter. The Bheel Corps is now camped 
within .a few miles of llalleganm. ahei-e I am awaiting the 
arrival of the arms ; I then propose proceeding through the 
Loonair and Cunasec pergunnoiis to Hutghur and then into 
Batiglan, during the nest two montlis. 

I have the honor to be. 

Sir, 

Your obedient humble servant, 

(Signed) J. OUTBAM, Libut. 

Commading Bheel Corpe. 

Camp Kowxawak ') 
let Jametry 1896. J 
r. S. 

4'/7i January 18S6. 

Before despatching tlic above I am most happy to be enabled to 
add that the arms having arrived yesterday 1 have distributed 
them to tlie Blieeh and aceoutred them : and tliat the Bhcels 
are mudi delighted with and proud of the European arms, 
etc. which • tiiey were so extremely prejudiced against so 
short a period since -! 

It appears to have been at this time that some of the BhO 
Corps were placed at Molegaon and attached to regiments for 
being trained as buglers. In addition to the authorised calls, the 
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Bill] Corps buglers were taught, to play a Regimental Call, which 
has survived to this day, and is known as Outram’s call. It is vepro- 
duced, being probably an unique specimen of his work as musical 
composer. 



Cut rams Ca// 

Another letter, written from Sakri on 1st March 1826, further 


sets forth the progre.s.s of the corps. 

Sir, 

1 I do myself the honour l.o submit- my -H-h speeial report 

upon the ‘ Bheel Corps.’ 

2 kly Iasi dat.ed l.st .lanunry eshibiU'd a l-olal of Bheels in Ihe 

florps of l.'M, 80 of whom wore ntiendiiig drill ; the number 
now in the corps is 241), 200 being at. drill — attending very 
checrfullj' and making as much progress ns I could wish. I 
do not exact much’ at present for fear of deterring others 
from enlisting, but all those with mo arc very willing to 
submit to as much and perform whatever drill I choose to 
demand. 

8 Tlic portion to whom I have given Fusils are learning the 
musquet exorcise, and arc now very proud of the arms to 
which they bore such an antipathy at fireL. 

4 Although a strong prejudice existed in the minds of tlie 
Bheels whom I brought from tlic north-eastward against 
Ihn pari of the country where I now am, they have attended 
me without a murmur, accompanied by their wives and 
lamilie-s; and Ihere have been oidy five desertions during the 
months of .lanunry and I'cbriiary, 3 of which were men just 
enli-stod who had not remained long enough in the corps to 
experience the advantage of Ihcir new situation. 

The general conduct of all is entirely to my satisfaction and 
such as to convince me I shall proceed most successfully and 
in the course of a few months bring the Bheel Corps into a 
higher state of discipline than wbat was demanded on could 
have been hoped for. 



Tirn I-EIT BECOMES A BATTALION- 

During the Inst two months I have been recruiting in the 
Districts of Loonair, Mooluir and Bhanicre, and T am now 
about to proceed to the neighbourhood of ICukunnoonda, 
where 1 hope to meet witli as much success. 

Came Sankrt f 

Isf March 1826 5 

At Nandurbnr tlic Corps was reviewed b^' Mr. Bax, acting 
Collector, on lOth March. Shortly iiftcrwiird->, Outrnni reports that he 
was compelled by what he calls “an accident” to net urn to Dharain- 
gaon via Dhulia, where he got medical treatment. The ‘ accident ’ is 
not oiScially described by Outram, but there is an anecdote related 
bj' Cnpt Stanley Scott, subsequenth' an officei- ol' tlie Corp.s, which 
apparently refers to it. The stoi-y, from its first few words, is 
gencrallj" referred to the year 1S2.">. But it was admittedly written 
down from the lips of old native officers, and exact accuracy cannot 
be expected from them. April 1826 was after all part of Outram 's 
first year in Khandesh from the Bhils’ point of view. Moreoscr, his 
movements during April and May 1825 arc well known, and he had 
no ‘ aceidents ’ then. It appears tliat Capt. Scott’s anecdote here 
reproduced refers to no other occasion than the present. 

The year Lieutenant Outram aiTivcd in Candeish (1^25) the 
following story is related of him. It happened at Nandoorbar 
in the month of April or May that news having been brought 
in by his sliikarry “ Cheema,” that a royal tiger (panther ?) 
had been seen on the side of the hill under the Mussulman 
temple amongst some prickly pear shrubs. Lieutenant Outram 
and another sportsman proceeded to the spot. Outram 
went on foot and his companion on horseback searching 
through the bushes. When close on the animal Outram’s friend 
fired and missed, on which tlie tiger sprang forward roaring 
and seized Outram and they rolled down the side of the hill 
together. Being released from the claws of the furious beast 
for a moment, Outram with great presence of mind di-ew a 
pistol he had wiUi him and shot the tiger dead. The Bhecls 
on seeing that he had been injuredr were one and all loud iii 
their grief and expressions of regret, when Outram quieted 
them with the remark " what do I care for the clawing of a 
cat ! ” This speech is rife amongst the Bheels unto this daj'. 



kllAlTDEBit BHll. CdllFiS. 


Outran! himbclf referred to this ‘ accident ’ in some later, notes 
in the following words : — 

Often in critical moments when hunting on foot, has a tiger been 
turned from me by mj- faithful Bhcels and on one occasion, 
when a Panther had got me down, they killed him with their 
swords, when rolling with me on the ground with ray head 
in his mouth. 

The ' accident ’ did not prevent Outran! from proceeding quickly 
to Dharangaon and providing quarters for the Corp.s, now 2S0 sfa-ong, 
for the Rains. Meanwhile the corps marched without him. Unfortu- 
nately very inadequate arrangements had been made for their pa^' 
on tile march, and the Subednr in charge had to borrow from local 
money lenders to feed his men. Doubtless hunger was responsible 
for the fearful outrage described in Outram’s official letter of 23rd 
May. It was a crime which might cause a stir in little Pcdlington 
if not successfully attributed to the cat. No little credit attaches 
to the Bhils for their long and crimelcss lioineward march, during 
which these naro apparently the only complaints jnadc against 
them. This is the letter : — 

Sitt, 

In answer to 3’our letter dated 2tth instant forwarding Urzees 
of complaint from the Mainletdars of Nundurbar and Tal- 
nuir against Subedur Mouii Lull of the Bheel Corps, I 
have the honour to state. : — 

In consequence of the camp followers and conimissuriut es- 
tablishment having received no pay from Malligaum for 
two months the Subedar was obliged to advance upwards of 
300 rupees for their subsistence, viz 12 Lascars, 12 Dooly 
Bearers, and 24 Bamboo Coolies at 5 rupees each and the 
remainder to the Briiigarrie supplying the public carriage. 

This causing a deficiency in the money advanced for the 
daily pay of the Bheels the Subedar w'as obliged to borrow 
money on his personal security' from tlie Shroffs, whose 
complaints arc forwarded. He promised to repay tl!e 
principal on receiving pay .at Durrung.aum and paid the 
interest in advance at the rate of 4% per mensem. 

The pay of the Corps having arrived at Duiuoingaum on 
the 6th instant the Subedar despatched the money he had 
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bnrrowMl iiiinii'flinic'ly. iinnrr Hu- iliiirfrc of n Nniqiir of 
Kcf^ilnr-, and llii- inoiipr luusi. Iiavi- liri‘ii r«'i*ivcd vitv 
'I iorlly nfliT <lio partir^ rnrfranlftl Uirir prriiinfiiro com- 

1 have nl<o til -inti* in nnower In the complniiil of KNtiiii tlinl 
tlnil pi-rMiii follou-td the corp- on iiiiirrli iind conipiniiicd 
III fill- Siiliciliir of tlic In-- of the jiarrol, uliei-cii]mii the 
Siiln-dnr ininiodiiiti.iy tnok^tlic coniplaiiianl. to setirrli every 
tent and make every mqniry in the corps. Imt vilhoul. IieinK 
able to find any trarth of the |inrml or identify tlie thief. 

III! JJfilli 5Iay the -trenKih of the corp- »a- a- under. 

Jti-gultir*. 

I.ieulenaiil l*nnininndin^ 

Sidn-ilar- 
.lauieilar- 
llavildar- 
Nnik- ... 

I’^ivate^ 

.IS 

Dhrijilhied lihitn. Sibandh. 

Ilnvildar- ... .. .. K .. S 

NniU » a 

... 1 

l*rivnteN SS8 . >.i 

S48 .ll 

In all 333, officers and men. TIic followiiifi iion-conili.aInnU 
were also employed. 

1 Xativc Doctor 
1 Enfrlish wrHcr 

1 Knrkun 
S Armourers 
1 Bellows boy 
1 Mochi 

.1 Pay and drill ortlerlies 

By 1st .liil 3 ' over 300 Bhils are reported, of whom over 
250 were heinf; regidnrly drilled. The vast moral hnprovemenL 

10 
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wliicli had tahon place .ainon^ Miciii is cinph.asizcd in the i’C]>ort 
liolow: — 

Sir, 

I do myself the honor to report the progress of tlic Hhecl 
Corps during the months of iMay and June 18S6. 

In mj- last (dated 1st May) I stated my intention to dis- 
continue recniiting for the present; iiccordingly I have 
during the last two months only enlisted a few who had 
come from a distance to seek service; The total number of 
Bheols now in Uic service is 308, of whom 258 attend Drill. 

During Miiy and part of June the corps was chiefly employed 
in assisting in the erection of the barracks, but I have now 
recommenced Drill on a more extended scale than I thought 
it prudent to begin wliilst recruiting, as it might have 
deterred others from enlisting. The Bhecls attend Drill 
steadily and witli cheerfulness. 

The conduct of the whole continues most satisfactory and to 
improve every day, in proof of which I ma}’ mention 
there has not been a single complaint by villagers against 
the Bhecls during the whole of last niontli, and I believe 
there wore none during the month of May, whereas there 
have been several against the camp followers of otlier 
classes. Their internal management is also becoming much 
easier. 

The abstinence of the Bhecls from spirituous liquors which 
they never touch but on particular holidays (on which 
occasions those wishing to partake fir.st obtain the Subc- 
dar's permission and merely indulge to tlie quantity he 
authorizes, which lie docs not allow to excess) is the 
greatest prpof of the success witli which ray endeavours 
to reform the Bhcels have been attended, and tlic very quiet 
and obedient beliai-ioiir of such a large nsscmbl3' of tliem 
at so early a stage of Ihc measure ought to satisfy 
Government that the whole undertaking will be most 
sati.sfactorily completed and that I shall fulfil my promise 
to bring Ihe corps into a state of great efficiencj’. The 
corps will most amply repay the liberality with which 
it has been supported by Government, whicli has been an 
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atlflitionnl s^iiir In iiiy xcnl (hmii'fliotit iiiir] liits raimiicci] 
ilio liliL-cIc of oiir sincerity in iri-liiiiK f” proiiiolo Uieir 
Iicnimncnt wclfnrt*. 

Till* rorps link nln-aily Iuh'ii of miiiiu '•crvic-u, iincl if IIilti- IiiuI 
Ihtii niorc opporl.uiiHk'^ of nrlin;' in tin* iicij^lihoiirlioorl 
I cloiilil. not they woiilil Imir i‘il‘n‘lc<l i-vi>rylliiiifr rlniiiinilLMl 
tif tliMii a«. Ihi-y iliil in tin* follawiii;; iiiitiiiuvs: — 

In thr livf'iniiin;' of ^Iny miiiii* Imviiif; pliiiiilcml ii 

Ir.trclli-r niiir a villaip* in wliirli niu* of ni.r lUicck ]in]i* 
]icncil to In- on U-nve. lie intimtlinloly wi-nl after the thieves 
anil Mifcitilci] in M>i/iii» one of lhi>in n itli |mrt of Uie 
jihiniler on him. A niiiiiiie who iiatl |fiii;r phinilcrcil 
in the Anialtitiir clistrirl «a» tnuf{hl h\ niy Hhecis iintl lias 
heen sent to Iloolinh ; aNn tiro nait|iies who nere ncrilKed of 
niiinler iind irlioni ('iiplain Ovnii' ilcsired me to eiiilcnvoiir 
to a]i]irchi.iiil were eauftht iiiui 'vnt to that ofliciT in the 
ruune of o or 0 ilay«. Several other jHftly uil'eiiilrrs were 
also ajiprclieiideii hy the eorps, iinil allhnii(;Ii there have 
/p.ticral!}' diirtn;; the Inst two months been one or more 
]n‘i'>aners in its eliar^e and solely under a Bheel 
and without the aeeurity of u ^nrd room or fctlerb, and 
.-illhougli the prisoiurs had relations in the eorjm yet in no 
iiisbinec have they iilloweil one h) estupe. 1 i>clie\e there 
is no olTeiidcr at larjip! within many miles of iny Hcail* 
ijuartcrvand no robbery now ci’cr heard of nilliiii 00 miles, 
and 1 trust in the coiinic of a siiort time the bciieficiiil 
influence of tlie eorps will extend over the whole province. 

Owliifr to the ((rcnl scarcity of wood I have only yet liccii 
able to cnnipluLe IiarmchM for 5 eDnipniiics., but these 
together nitli a few teinpomry lints are suflicieiil iiL prcaitsiL 
The erect ion of pcriiiaiiciit iNimieks has hail the good ciTccb 
I anticipated — the liliccls now look upon this as their 
pcmiiinciit place of dwelling, all who can iiiTurd it have 
purduuicd grinding atones and other doinestir utviisila, tliey 
luivc assembled all tlicir women, children, and helpless relations, 
tiiul arc now exceedingly comforlablc in every respect and 
fully sensible of the adriintages of their present situation. 

Durruugaum, Itf Julg 18S6. 



On lltli July Mr. Bax, the Collector, wrote to GoVernlnenl 
recommending the appointment of an Kuroxican Adjutant. Ho 
rightly observed that Lt. Outnun was absolutely single-handed, that 
if ho were disabled, the condition of the ncwlj- formed corps would 
become most precarious. The np]iointnient was at once sanctioned, 
and the local autliorilaes were asked to select a suitable olficer. 

On the l.'Jth December, the corps was insxiected by Jlr. Bax, 
who professed himself very well satisfied. How proficient it bud 
become in drill is evinced by the Keview llci)ort here rojjroduced. 



TNSPECTIOX REPORT 

OF 

THE BHEEL CORPS OF CAXDEISH. 


Evening of the llth December 1826. 



Inspection Report of the Bheel Corps of Candeish, Evening of December 11, 1826. 


KHAXDKSlr 



(Signed), .r. OUTRAM, 





TTTK TCITANTlKSir HIIII, CORPS. 


Ball Practice Report of the Bheel Corps of Candeish, 
Evening of l&th December, 1826. 



The corps has only fired 9 cartridges on an average per man 
since it was raised, owing to the small supply of ball cartridges at 
Head-quarters— the powder very bad. 

(Signed). J. OUTRAM, Lieut. 

Comg. Bheel, Corps. 



REVIKW REPORT 
or THR 

RHEEE CORPS of CANDETSH 

Mar»inff of IQfh December 1820. 
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Hcvicre Iteporf of the Bheel Corps of CavdeisJi, 
Morning of IZtli December 1826. 



j Detachment of Regulars. 

Blieel Levy. 

1 Grand 

1 Total. 


Commis- 

sioned 

Officers. 




Disciplined. 

i 

1 

1 


Sul)iilurs. 

i! 

li 

'll 

1 

■! i 

'' 1 
il 

g 


1 

i • 

l|i| 

Regulars. 

I 

Present under arms — 

' 

2 ! 

! ^1 

4 

3 

1 

10 

10 

J2 

i ! 

198 j220 

22 

220 

Sick 


, - i 

... 




2 


16 I 17 


17 

On duty 

1 ... 1 

... : 

... 

1 

... 

4 . 





6 


At nnd attending Drill... 

... 


1 

1 


2 



32 32 

4 

32 

At)sent with nnd without 

... 

...1 





... 


7 7 


7 

On Command ^ 

... i 

... : 




1 1 





1 

1 

Doing duty with 23rd 
Regt. for instruction. ' 

... 

i 


... 

6 * 

1 






6 


Total .. 

2 ' 

2 I 


5 

i 

”1 

12 

12 

252|276 1 

58 

270 


Performance. 

1. General Salute, march round in ordcv'of review. 

‘ quick .and slow time.’ 

2. Column ndv.ancing forms line to rear on rear division, 
‘ redouble time.’ Fii’e by platoons from the right. 

3. Form line by echelon on right centre division, ‘ wheel 
to the right,’ redouble time. 

4. Ad Viince bj- grand divisions from the riglit, ‘quick time.’ 
o. Form grand division squares — squ:\re.s fire, standing and 

kneeling ranks altern.atcly. ^ 
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5. llcfonii {'mud divibioiis form winis' l>v ndvaiicc of tlic 
i-i{'lit mid rclmit of tliu left centre divloinii. 

f. llipdrt wing cxtcnih to llic left. ' redouble lime.' Ijcfl wing 
ioriu- three divisions of reserve. 

S. lliglit wing .skirinirlies to the front, mh'iineiiig bv nltcrimte 
r.iiikb. 

!). Line of skiniiisliers bnuks into culiinin of subdivisioiib, 
riglil ill front, ndviincv' skinnisliiiig to think. 

HI. ('oluiiiii skiiiiiiKlii-b to the front: front division reliei’cd b.v 
llie renr ailvuiiciiig ihrougb the intervals. 

11. Coluiiiii foriiis extended line to the righi-nboiil on front 
liii’isivii. 

IS!. Line retirei. skiriiiishiiig b,v plleiiiiite riiiiks. 

13. Hight wing rclieml by resen-c divisions extending and 
iidviiiicing through the intcrvnls. Riglit wing foniis tlirce rekcrvr 
diribiinis. 

14. wing advances nkiruiishing. 

l.l. SkinnisherN break into open colunui, right iii front, column 
tiilv.tiices skiriiiMiing to tinnk. 

16. f 'uluiiiii forms extended line to rear on rear divibion ; line 
skirnii-lies. advancing by nHcmntc ntiiks. 

IT. Line closes : rescri-c divisions raiiie into line. 

IH. Line braiks into ojicii column, right In front, and closing in 
front in redouble time forms solid square. Square fires. 

19. Refomi coluiini and open from the rear. 

i!U. Column, excepting rear division, wheels into echelon 
and forms line^on rear division, fires by platoons from left to 
right. 

SI. Line retires. 

SS. Form hollow square on centre grand division, the left 
division skirmishing in front. tSkirmishers retreat to {ircparc for 
cavalry ; square fires. 

SS. Reform line ; advance in quick and slow time. 

S4, Fire a volley and port arms : advance j charge. 

General salute. 

(Signed). J. OUTRAM, Lunr., 

Corng, Bhed CorpM, 



THE KHANDESn DHIt COUPS. 


The following letter was now addressed to the Collector by 
Lieutenant Outrani. It will be observed that he moves with caution, 
lie dues not thump his chest, .and exclaim that his corps is ready to 
go anywhere and do an3’thing. But he docs ask that it may be 
given some real work, on outpost dut^- and so forth, .and that it 
ina3' have the honour -of furnisliiiig escorts to the Collector and 
Captain Ov.ans, the Southern Bhil Agent. 

Sill, 

1 1 have the honour to report that the Bhccl Corps 11103’ 

entrusted with the following duties, and to olfer its services 
ill the jjurforinaiice of such during the following 3'uar, at 
the end of which the corps ina3' furnish outposts, but at 
present it ivould be imprudent to send the Bhcels on this 
duly as they- might, if removed I’or a length of time to a 
distance from Head-quarters before being more accustomed 
to obedience and discipline, relapse into bud habits and 
relax in discipline. 

Parties of the Bhecl sejioys ucconipanied by a jiriqiortioii of 
Llic Regulars of the corps may now be safely intrusted with 
the charge of treasure or prisoners and escorting it from the 
neighliouring pcrgumiahs to Dooliuli. These parties can be 
supplied at Uie requisition of the mainletdars, who have hud 
your authority for demanding tliciii. 
l> On the occasion of robberies or offences committed in the 
neighbouring pergunnahs parties can be sent to preserve the 
peace and apprehend offenders, in which duties I trust 
they will prove very' cfl’ectual j but when any' particular 
duty’ of tlii-s nature is to be performed I would wish the 
jiarly to act as far as jiossiblc by instructions from Head- 
ejuarters, f or rendering llicin liable to interference or ill- 
treatment from yoiir inferior servants at this early' stage 
might have a bad effect on tlio corps. 

■1 The corps is ready' to act in a body or detachment against 
any assembly of outlaws, and I can answcr.for them as now 
quite sufficient for the suppression of any' body of Bheels or 
of any force which can ever be assembled in the jirovince. 

5 The Bhcel Corps would also, 1 ti’ust, prove an effectual 
assistance in the extensive operations against more formid- 
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nbic cncmici lihould opporinnilT oifcr in Caiidci&fa or ils 
iieighourlioorl Hiid I ho|ic it mar hr rmployerl on the fint 
occasion, a little service is nil that ic now required to 
»tainp its efficiency. 

6 Vour kind oiTcr, as aKo Captain Oraiiii', to take a party of 
the lihecl corps on your personni rvcort in the District 
1 most gladly avail myself of, nothing could be more 
beneficial to the corps than your thus placing trust and 
confidence in tlm Bheels. This employment will also raise 
them in the C 3 ’cs of other classes and H. has excited a lively 
feeling of pride and gratitude in the whole corps and indeed 
j-our kindness to the corps, the interest in their successful 
establishment you have shown from tlic commencement, yonr 
recent presence on their successive parades, the general 
pardon 3 -au hare granted, the promotion of Bheels to 
jeinedars, added to the above display of your confidence, 
have had the host possible cfficcl. 

T 1 non purpose to iiiercoM! the corps by recommencing 
recruiting whfcli I had suspended during the last fi months 
for reasons 1 formerly stated; to this end I intend, if 1 
hare j'our permission, making the tour of those parts of 
the country wfaicli I could not visit but year. As soon as 
the nrrivail of Lieut. Beck will enable me to leave Head- 
quarters, 1 shall endeavour to draw off recruits from all 
parts of the Satpoora Hills and make myself perfectly 
acquainted willi all strongholcb and places of refuge in 
that range, so that on tiic recurrence of any distuibanccs 
similar to the late one, I may be able witli the Bhccl Corps 
immediately' to suppress them. 

TIic Collector, in endorsing Lieutenaut Outmm*b rcconnnenda- 
Uons, writes os follows to Government 

Sn. 

1 1 have the honour to eaclosc for the infonnation of the 
Hon’ble the Governor in Council copy of a letter with 
tioue endosures, dated the 18th instant, from the Officer 
Commanding the Bheel Corps reporting the duties which 
may now, m his opinion, be confided to them and which 
will accordingly be esrigned to them es occamon may offer. 



KIIAK'OESK Illtll. COKl’S. 


a III I'olwiiiiliiig Ulis report 1 Imve grciiL siitisf'aclion in 
lidding testimony lo the eflicieiiL und orderly sliitc of 
the Ulieel Corps and in congi-ntulaliiig tlic Hoirhlc tlie 
Governor in Council on the coiiiiilete sticuess of a syslein 
which however difficult in ojiuration originally and doubtful 
in result, has licen achieved hy the indefatigable exertion 
and excellent niauagemenl of Lieutenant Outrain assisted 
bj' a few meritorious Native olficers and sepoys of the 
Line, 

!3 A» to the progress of the cordis in Military Jixercises detailed in 
the accompaniments to LieuL Cutram’s let ter, I have the 
authority of Captain Ovaiis, who was also jiresent at their 
parades, for stating that in this resjjecl their jierforinances 
were remarkably steady and accurate; but although this 
cireiinislaiiee is no doubt a source of much gratification to 
Lieut. Outrani, the Tlon’hlc the Governor in Council will 
probably derive greater satisfaction from refietting on the 
alterations which this siibniissioii to a mild system oi' military 
discipline is calculated to produce on the liabits and feelings of 
the men of the corps, and the advantage to which their refor- 
mation may he progressively turned by crcal.ing an extended 
iutcrest on the part of the Uhecis and their connexions 
in supporting peace ami good order throughout the 
Province. 

4' In uxpinnation of the general jiai-don to the JIheels enlistcit 
in the corps adverted lo in jiara. 6, of Lieut. Oulram’s letter, 

I beg leave to inform the Hou’ble the Governor in Council 
that having reason lo believe the minds of some individuals 
were still not altogeLlicr at ease with regard to their liability- 
to be questioned for former offences, I adopted the stejjs of 
personally pledging my word to every member of the corps 
usscnibled on parade that all past offences were from that day 
forgiven and forgotton, and to iiiqiarl to them the most 
perfect confidence in tliis very essential point I placed in 
tlic hands of llicir Soubedar- in their presence a Cowl, a 
general pardon, aimexiiig thereto the name of each Blicel in 
the corps and containing llic usual condition that future 
■offences would involve the forfeit of tlie present Cowl. ' 
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.> Al flip rrpoininpiirlnUnii of TJpiii. Oiitmin niid in ponrormity 
to ilip in^tnictioim -nnctinuMl at flic formal ion of the corps 
n-itli regard 1o promoting Blieels n-Iipn the corps bcrnnic 
suflScicnIly advanced in discipline, tlirce niicels were promoted 
hy me lo the rank of Jemedar on which occiwioii I presented 
cadi of tlicm with a siiitahlc tnrlnin. On this subject I have 
the lionniir to enclose ctipy of a letter dated the I3th 
instant from the Officer ('ommniiding the corps and beg to 
recommend the suggestion therein conveyed that these 
•Tcniednrs should lie allowed rupees 15 per month with 
Its. 5 ns liiittn when absent on dnty and that tliey should 
receive a commission hearing tlie seal and signature nf the 
Local Magistrate. 

In January 1897 Lieutenant Beck arrived at Dhnrnngaon and 
look charge as A(|,iiitanl. enabled Outrnm to go on tour in 

the west of the province. He obtained many recruits, and his 
letters shea" his appreciation of the help given him bj local Bhil 
chiefs, 'flic tour was hindered fora very short lime by a mutiny 
among the camp follawcrs, who went olT to Malegnon with a 
petiUon of grievances. It is Imnily necessary to say that Ontrnm 
was exculpated from all blame in the matter. 

Up to this time I he old Kliandcsh Local Battalion of irreg^ 
Ilian had been dragging on a more or less useless existence. 
Doubtless owing to the increased efficiency of the Bhil Corps, an 
order in Council nf April 1897 diiiicts its immediate disbandment, 
which was duly carried out. 

During tlie hot weather of 1897 Ontrnm carried out some 
operations in the Satpiirasagainst a gang of Bhils. His oflicinl 
reports arc brief enongli, bub show how proud he is of his corps. 

Sa, 

I do myself the honor to submit n report of my proceedings 
against a gang of Bhccls whicli has been some time assembled 
in tlie hills be 3 'ond Rcei^oor : and I trust the urgency 
of the ease will exonerate me from blame for haring 
undertaken operations without previously awaiting your 
instructions. 

The original gang of seven, under Cnudoo nnique, for each 
of whom large rewards have been offered by prodamation 
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for their appreliensioii, had lipcii lately joined 103- Mah- 
doo Sing and Govindah naiqucs with about SO followers, 
and also by a man who had been in the Bheel corps (I 
suspect a man named Lahanoo who had been a Havildar 
but was dismissed for bad conduct). Heport said the3- 
had despatched emissaries to assemble all the disaffected 
in the province and I learnt that their numbers were 
daily increasing ; that having remained so long unmolested 
the3' were becoming ver3' bold .-iiid had attempted to 
plunder the village of Boorwarr3- and threatened to 
renew the attack to resist which the Patell had assembled 
about 25 Bhcels under Fuckir and Dhiin Sing naiquos 
upon whom no certain dependence could be placed. These 
particulars I learned on 1113- arrival at Toovkairu, and I 
intended requesting 3'our orders how to act, when on the 
morning of the 19th instant two coonbccs came to me 
to complain that 6 carts and 24 bullocks had been seized 
Uy the gang the day before. This determined me to go 
against them immedintcl3-, trusting that a speedy check 
would deter others from joining the gang and that I should 
recover the stolen property. 

0 Accordingli' I immediately marched 013- recruiting detach- 
ment to Tekwariy, 6 coss, and joined it myself in the 
evening, having selected .-i detail of one Havildar of 
Rcgulai's, and 1 Jemedar, 1 Havildar and 25 Bank and 
File, disciplined Bhcels. T marched with it at sunset on 
Boorwai’ry, 10 coss, at which place I arrived before 
moonrise. I found the villagei-s in alarm, c.vpecting an 
attack from the rebels. I immediately' caused Callian 
Chowdra3' and Dhun Sing and Oucliit naiqucs to assemble 
their followers to accompany me to the haunt of the Bhcels, 
situated 4 coss further in the hills. We reached their position 
just at daybreak, but 1 was surprised and disappointed to 
find they had received information of our movements and 
had removed their wives and families, remaining themselves 
to resist us. They attacked us very spiritedly and wounded 
my Bheel Jemedar before wc fired a shot. This together with 
their terrific shouts and the showers of arrows, stones, etc.. 
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they potircil upon u< from n rnininiincling liciglit nt first 
stnrLicil my (Iciiiehincnt imt it speedily rallied and maintained 
the skirmish very steadily. We drove the enemy from stn-cral 
of the Innprhts but secinf^ t]u.t by so doinf* T merely fatigued 
my men to no purpose, I feigned a rdrent which drew them 
down to a level witli us, when my detachment charged very 
gallantly and speedily dispersed them. They, however, rens- 
semhlcd, but having again diargcrl tlicm tliej dared no 
longer to oppose us and we seized SO of the bullocks Uiat 
had been stolen two days lief ore (we found the carcases 
of two of them which tlicy had killed for food and the 
rumaining two arc missing) took Uic only matclilock in 
their possession and a quantity of tlieir property. All of 
my men having been employed uitliout intcrm'fcsion 15 
hours I did not attempt to follow the Bhcels but reposed 
my detnehment at the nearest water and returned to Boor- 
wnrry in the evening. 

I sustained n loss in wounded of 1 Bhccl Jemadar, severely 
by two arroM-s, fi Bhccl sepoys, slightly by arraws, and 
several otlicrs bruisoil by stones, etc. I saw two of the 
enemy fall who were cnrricil off by their companions, 
apparently dead, and nt least two others were evidently 
wounded. I did not allow my men to waste tlieir cartridges, 
and not above 150 rounds were final altogcUicr, otherwise 
the loss of tlic enemy might have been more severe. 

At midniglit I again returned to the hills with about 
SO BhecI sepoys and n Subedar (private of Regulars) to 
endeavour to surprise the gang. It had dispersed, and after 
searching tlieir haunts and scouring tlie hills until mid-day 
yesterday I returned . to Borwnrry, having only seen 5 
Bheds who iled at our approach. 

7 I am satisfied that the gang is now dispirited and broken, 
that this example ^wiU. deter otliers from joining them, 
and tliat the rebellion whidi otherwise might have been 
very serious may now be entirdy quashcdrlby the exertions 
of the Mandetdor aided by a smaller detachment. 

8 I have -placed port of my detachment at the disposal of 
the Mamletdor and desired him to make use of Oudiib and 

12 
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Dlmii Sing’s followers ’ho ii]>pj-c1iciu1 tlio o/l'ciiders, telling 
liiiii 1 ivouhl wrileto request your Jipprovul of this iivrangc- 
iiient, niul to reeoninien<l Hint Ihc followers of tlie naiques 
einployetl on this duty niny he nlloircd daily provisions. 

9 1 trust the eondiiet of the Hliccl cletachment nmj' meet with 
your iippvobation. This is tlic first opportunity iny Khccls 
have hiid of shedding their hlood for their new uiiistcrs, 
they freely risked it and fought boldly in our cause though 
o])poscd to tlieir own enste and probably relations. The 
steadiness with which they rallied, the boldness with which 
1hcy charged, the prudenee with which they reserved their 
fire, the very great fatigue they so cheerfully underwent, and 
the readiness, with wliich idl hut tlic u ounded returned with 
me to the hills, eiiiitlcs them to the fullest approbation of 
CTOvornment, e.sj»eemlly considering they Avere iinsiqjjiorted by 
any Reguhu's, nn<i that the AA'liole detaehinent Avas comjAoscd 
of mere boys, not more thasi four of them being aboA'o 
eighteen years of age, an<l that the enemy they had to 
(leal with «as hy no means contemptible, being almost 
exactly the same in point of numbers, AA-enpons, and determi- 
nation as that Avhicb repuLsed a detarluncnt of llegulni's 
thrice the stj-englh of mine and aided by horsemen, only a 
fcAA- months ago. 

I do myself the honour to report further proceedings against the 
Bhccl Rebels since the despatch of Any foiTAAcr letter dated 
21st instant. 

Having on tlic night of the 23rd instant r<MH!iA-ed an express 
IVom the Mnmlctflar from Borwarry, stating that a gang 
of about 20 armed Bliccls had entered the hills tlie day 
bcforc under Zeepriah naique (one of the original oflPenders 
for whom rewards had been offered) who had been des- 
patched by Cundoo naique about 15 days ago for the purpose 
of collecting their auxiliaries, and being apprehensive that 
this reinforcement might induce the fugitiA-cs of the 
gang I had already dispersed, to reassemble, I immediately 
proceeded from Talnair to rejoin my detachment at 
Borwarry AA'ith the intention of acting against thepi. I 
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iirriToil 111 . Ilmf a ili«lnnit iif 21 iiiIK-s liy ilnybrciiki 

null found Uii* rciiiriicd villi iiiii-llif'i-iic-u lliiil Zceprinli'K 
fpiiiK on ImriiiiiK lln* fnie of llii-ir romrndoi, wlio Uicy 
dared nol. iiU{-ni]ii to nid. Iiiid flitl from Ihi* hills llic evening' 
licforc. I imincilinli-h iiroecedcfl nitli n few liorsuineii in 
chnsf of Hieiii. hill iiftw foUnn-iiig Ihim hj- llicir tracks clcx-cil 
mili-s in llic ilircrlion of Kvrrooii. «n-> obligcfl In return, they 
having tJiiMi apjmreiitly *>rpiimtod and dii>pcrM-d, I presume 
nilh the intciiLion of nil n>tumiiig quietly I o their homes, cx- 
l■|•pli^g}SeoprinIl and one nr two of his eniiipiinioiis. who hav- 
ing nirritdy heeii rnncernetl in seter.il rohhmes ennnot expert 
lo rciiinin iiniiinleslcd. Tlici iiiosi prolinhly n’ill seek refuge 
ill the iiciglilioiirhnad of the Auiiair Itiver iiiid must soon 
fall into the hands of Dhitit Sing, the nni(|iie of tlic Anibn 
pcrgniinnh, to iihnin J have sent iiifornmtiun of their fliglit. 

The original gang under Slnlidoo Sing. Ciindoo, and (to- 
liiidnii iiaiqiies. vliicli I dis]M>rseil on Ihe lOili instant, 
is n-dueeil lo only 3 or (i lighting men, ninl it is ivportefl 
I hill Cuiidoo niid (iovindnii uniques were killed in my 
nttark. All who were not roiircrmvl in the first robberies 
.appear In have fled in hope of rcinnining nniioticed ; tlir 
I’eiiiaining few who dare not return to lUe plains and 
seek safely in cniistnnt flight are already jiressed by Ouciiit, 
Uhiiii Sing, and Dnliria nniques with Iheir followers, into 
whose linnds thev' most soon full. 

I ronfidciitly ex)icct the complete sottleincnt of this jinrt 
of tlic country will lie elFcctcd by the Mnnilctdnr in a 
very few days, iiided by iny drtnrhiiiriit, and no Jurther 
force will he loiquircik 1 relumed to Tnliiair this morning 
seeing no likelihood of my presence lieiiig longer required, 
hut I iim ready to iilTord Uic Mamictdnr ei cry assistnure 
in my power and to return to tlic hills should nii.i'thiiig 
occur to render it iicccasiiry. 

Should you Rend (he dcliiclimciil of licgiiliirs which 1 recom- 
mended being ])liu!cil nl the diH]>oiial of the Mniiilcldur, 
1 think it Imd Insit lie stiitloiied nt Kcrrooii to overawe the 
BIiccIr of the Aiiibn |icrgiiiinnli and deter them Prom iifFordiiig 
refuge to tlic olTciulerR. 
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ISi’aclamivVioiis fovJjiflding any jicrson from affording protcdjion, 
food, etc., to any of ibjic refugees, offering rewards, etc., 
Lliroughouh tlie Talnair and Chopra pcrganiiahs would have 
a good effect. 

I think I may now assure you lliai this rebellion is entirely 
quelled ns far as can |jc effected by force of arms, and 
the measures adopted by the Mainletdar must soon place 
the ringleadei-h in our possession. The prompt and for- 
lunatelj'^ timed atUick of my detachment has certainly ])rcvcnt- 
ed the most formidable assemblage of Uheels that has taken 
place for a length of time past, for Zeepriah, who fortiiiiatclj’ 
arrived too late with his auxiliaries, was only one of many 
emissaries the gang had despatched to collect the disaffected, 
all of whom must have quietl3' disiicrscd to their homes 
when they hoard 'the resull of the attack. 

The gangs were disijerscd, aiul their leaders capturcfl or killed. 
Outram makes mnnj' recommendations for rewards to local Bhils and 
to men of his corps for their good service. He never mentions his 
own name. But there is a story told l^v Capt. Scott, who got 
his information, as in the case of the Nandurbar panther, from old 
Bhil Corps officers. It is reported to relate to occurrences in 
November 1826. Official records, however, show no expedition to have 
taken place about that time. Houever, it is an unlikely time of 
year for gangs to be out, for after the rains the jungle is hard 
to penetrate, and tr.-iicllers are few. It is far more probable that the 
anecdote relates to the 1827 e.xpcdition into the Satpuras. 

2 In 1826 a Bliecl naik i>nmc<l Goviiida, having collected a band 
of lawless men, looted villages, robbed the high waj’s and 
gave a vast deal of trouble to the surrounding districts. He 
resided princijadly at Boradee, a p'illagc in the Thalnair 
Taluka. Outran! sent a caution to him to desist from his pre- 
datorj' habits, when the iiaik returned an answer to the effect 
— “ that iis long as he had a handful of powder and ball 
so long wonld he hold out.” This was too much to bear 
quietly. Outran!, Uierefore, in tl!c montli of November, taking 
200 of the Bheel Cor})s with hin! left Dhurrunigaum and pro- 
ceeded to the village of Boradee, where he encamped. On 
the following diij- he made a sudden descent (called a 
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“ cliapjin ”) ou Goriiiiln'^ nnil such wuh Uic nature of 

llif iitUirk that IIk; Itlicris priripilalcly llcfl. OuLram 
pursued, and kunwinj; Govindn liy description, he urns enabled 
to siiifilc him out and make a living cniituru of him, himself. 
ITc brought Govinda to Ilhulia. wlicri- he uns left n prisoner 
in the jail till he died. Tlic hand, on fJic capture of their 
nnik, broke up and returned to their homes. 

On ids return in Dhar.-iitgaoii for tlie Haiiis, Oiitmm cxpcin- 
< need rej-y so\'crc troiililc. The only mcni ion of it is contained in 
a lirief letter here rcprodiicecL TIic liniidvriLing is as bold and firm 
as usual, iiidicaUng Hint the writer had recovered ids iicaltli. Tlie 
letter f(>eir is Mifficieiitir {withctir, and it is easy to weave round it 
a sfnr^. .\l the beginning of tlie mins, w-aternt Dhtirtiiignoii isbolli 
scanty and foul, .and ciiolcm was often rcpnrtcd. It may well be that 
Ideutciiniii Iteck cnuglit this disease, and tluiL his Commandant attend- 
ed 1dm, and was thereby infected. 'Jlds of course is not certain, but 
Uie llieory accords well with OntminV cbnrnctcr, niid accounts for 
his connecting Lieutenant Beck's death with Ids onn illness. 

Si». 

i heg to rveommend IJcutcnnnt Douglas O. Graham of the lOtli 
Hcgiinent N. I. to the situation of Adjutnnt to the Bliccl 
(*orps vacant by the death of Lieutenant Beck. 

In forwarding iny recommendation I request you will iiiciitioii 
as Uic reason of Ha having been so long dcluyccl the severe 
illness T have laboured under since tlie dentil of Lieutenant 
Beck. 

NciUicr Uic loss of his Adjutant, nor Ids own ill lieiilth, prevented 
Oiitmm from working linrd at the men's drill. Previous to splitting 
up the corps into the several detachments already siiggrstrrl, it was 
dclcmiincd llial the wliole bnttidion should lie reviewed liy the General 
Coqimanding at Illnlcgnan. Tlie review look iiliicc on Kovember SO 
and 31, 1837, and tlie Inspection Beturn and Field Stale of the 
corps arc here given. 17ic * Fcrfoinmnce ” nltndicd to both is 
eaccfully written out by Outram himself, and may well interest un^’ 
soldier who cares to follow the details of tlic drill of tliat period. 
The General was unable to be present, but the corps woe duly 
rm-iewed by his Major of Brigade, whose report, here appended, has 
noUdng but praise for Outram and hit men. 




^nual and platoon exercise and drill independently under Bliecl Non-Conimissloiiod Officers, ft 
lassi.sted by the Regulars. 
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IS. i:MriiilPd i-uliiiiin perforinx 
rarmiMndlng nioTCRimti and 
nn^>«i> through the intmols. 

Id. To the ri^t oftheBnltellan 
colninn tikimiMilng to right. 



"•1 I rnrm holloir ■qiinres on tvntre dirihion'c. 
j ‘ ‘ Fire hy Compniilre.” ' 


82 ; nefnrm line to n-nr on centre dirkloa^ 
cnnntcrmnrrlicd. 



General Salate. 

(Signed) .7. OUTRAM, 


Sir, 


Lirnt. Commanding. 


I Imre Uic honour to conununicatc to yon for tlic information of 
Uie Mnjor-Rcneral Commanding the Division that on a re- 
quisition from the Civil authoriUes in Cnndcish, and wiUi 
his sanction, 1 propiHided to Dhiimmgauin on the 16th ultimo 
for the purpose of inspecting and reviewing tlw Bhrel Corps 
under tlic cHiinninnd of Lieutenant Oiitrani, preparatory 
to their taking a proportion of tiic outposts in tiie 


province. 
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2 I hiive now the gi-.itificnlion to report the result of 
tlic oljservntions I made on the formation, interior 
nrrang’uincnts, and tlie discipline of this meritorious Re- 
giment. The whole reflects so much credit on the temper, 
judgment, and perseverance of Lieutenant Outram that I 
should fail in Uie duty imposed on me if I were to omit 
bringing his exemplary conduct and exertions to the notice 
of the Major-General. 

S I shall endeavour to do justice by detailing the exhibitions 
I witnessed on tlie three succe-ssivc da^-s the Regiment was 
under arms, and if I trespass longer on your attention tiian is 
usually observed I hope I ina3' have every indulgence for that 
irregularity. 

4 The Inspection took iflace on the evening of the 20 th ultimo, 

and the Return 1 here enclose will shew the Mnjor- 
Geueral the numerical strength of the Regiment paraded for 
the occasion. Thei’c were about .50 undisciplined Blicels on 
the strength, but who have been emplo3'ed rather as auxiliaries 
and spies, their dut3' rendering it expedient that the3’ should 
not be accoutred or distinguished b3' 0113' badge so as to 
attract observation. 

5 The bod3' of men composing the Regiment are gencrall3’- of 

small stature, averaging about 6 feet 2J- inches in heighf, 
spare in form and vciy ill looking in their countenance, but 
they make up for these imperfections by a sngacit3' io- 
ielligencc probably acquired b3’ the exercise of a previous 
predatory life. Their activity was remai-kcd on the da3' of 
the Review, when most of the movements were performed in 
double time, and their appearance altogetlicr would strongly 
.support the character of hardihood .and a capabiHt3' of under- 
going great exertions and fatigue under every privation. 

6 The Regiment is composed of 3'oung men from 36 3-cnrs old 

to 20 and tliere arc not more than 30 men in the Ranks 
bc3'ond the age of 2.5 3'cnr.s. The basis and formation then has 
the advantage of consisting of youtlis, who being drawn early 
from their vices have every expectation in time of forgetting 
their former bad habits and under the superintendence of 
such an oflicer as Lieutenant Outmra, who has an intimate 
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knowtiHljiP al‘ Ihcir I'U'-lniiic apil in:tiiiu*i>, the corps is likely 
1(1 (K.■collK• iiioft pHicienti pnrtinilArly >'or the dcsultoty mode 
ol' wiirl'orc lliej- trerp ari;(inally miHKl nnd intended for, 

7 The men nre imneil witli Fiizces, Hh- whole in good condition, 

linving liccn received, the mnjoritr, lately from stores. The 
rlolhiiig and necoutrcnicnts have been fitted vitli care, the 
turbans arc of bine dungaree made after the native pattern, 
the whole dresA poinbined giving nn appearance csbremely 
suitable and becoming. 

8 No roiiijilnints of any kind were preferred to mp,and I have every 

mt.iiii to siijiposp » perfect imnlpnliiicnl pervaded nil ranks. 

0 The Kegiment nfiiT going through Ihe manual and platoon 
everri'ics in Liiii*, wtiieli was very well performed, broke 
intii open ooliiinii of 10 Divisions rnnininnded by native 
cviiiiiiiicsioiied (ind iioii-eonmiistioncfl lihcel oflieciw, niid exhi- 
hited ill n very interesting di^yce the proficiency* which had 
been oeciuirai in their duty, by putting their several aub- 
division^ tiirough tlic manual and platoon nnd then perform- 
ing many sections of the drill without any assistance or inter- 
fercncc from Uie Regulars, who liiul previousl}* retired to the 
rear of the Regiment. 

10 TheRci-icw took place on the morning of the 21 st; the Return 

No. 2 was presented to me on the ground as a guide for the 
morning performances. I should consider myself extremely 
culpable if 1 were to pass over unnoticed the deserving and 
highly praiseworthy manner the Regiment eondueted itsdf 
on this occasion and tlic comparatively high degree of disci- 
pline it has attained under tlie excellent tuition of its 
Commanding Officer. 

11 ^fter passing in Review Order in slow nnd quick time very 

orodibibly they commenced their inanisuvres : it was by a 
careful and attenlire obsa*vation of 3 hours that I had full 
and fair opportunity of judging of the merits of the 
Regiment. I was particularly struck witli tlie BcIf-posBessian 
and confidence with wliieh the native Bhed commissioned 
and nan-commissioned officers conducted their dii’isions, 
Bub-cCvisions, and sections witliout any palpable mistokee, 
and all which plainly proved that they hod been well insfiractr 
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ctl Jiiul were fully eoiiipetcnt for Il.egimeiit.(i] flnby in their 
tlifferenl gruclcs. 

IS I beg- in a most parbiculiir manner <jo convoy to the Jlajor- 
Geiieral the good efl’ect and the correct manner tlie 19, 20, 21, 
S3, 23, 2‘li, and 25, movements were conducted to prove the 
steadiness of the Regiment. Those evolutions wore performed 
designedly under jtfvery ohstiicle, passing th.rough a gate- 
way- from the parade through the barrack yard, in the centre 
of which was a large well with piled up stone which occupied 
the jn-incipnl sjiace in breadth, from thence over uneven 
grouiul and intervening old buildings, without, .-iny jnishikes 
and in so sl.cnd3' and militnri’ n manner as to call for m_v 
unqualified approbation. 'J’he march in echelon- of squares 
of Graiul Divisions- over bad ground ami to !i distance of 
nearly 2,50 ^nrds covered bv Muir flank compriny was such 
as would claim a favourable comparison with the ])erfoi-m- 
ance ol‘ mani- of tiie best, n.-ilive llogimcnfs of the Line. 

13 The morning of Mu- 22ml was devoted to Hall I’racticc, a 

Relui-n of which, filled uj) in the ground, I have the pleasni-e to 
encIo.se, The llirec columns rcpre.sent the firing hj- single files 
!il. the respectable distances of 100, 1.50 and 200 paces. As the 
tribe of Rhoels have the character of being good marksmen T 
propose at once to e-slablisb tbciv claim to this distinction b.v 
reforence to tlic latter di.stancc. Tlic mode of firing most in 
repute with the men was that of the kneeling ijosition, pnrti- 
cularlj- W'ith those who had been aceustomcii to matchlocks, 
but their chief meril consisteil in the confidence w-ith w-liich 
thej' look aim and useil their arms. The anmninition, T must 
heg to remark, was of the verj- worst description. 

14 III visiting the hospital 7 found it clean and iiiidei- the care of 

a respectable Native Medical Assi.-taiit, tlic stores of medicines 
appeared to be adequate amt in good comlition, tliu average 
of sick appears to be about 12, giving the climate and loca- 
tion of the cantonments a favonrnblo con.s-ideration. Tlie 
bari-acks for the men arc pei-foctlj- comfortable and conveni- 
ent, very ablv- laid and w-cll executed. 

15 1 could dilate with much .satisfaction on iniiin- oMier points 

cgiiijeqted with Oie Review and Inspection, I have now the 
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lionour to report, I cannot however withhold mj regret that 
Lieutenant Outram hti'i not hnd the good fortune to exhibit 
his Regiment before the llAjar-Gcuernl, whose great expe- 
rience where the discipline of the Army is concerned would- 
have decided on, and justlj appreciated his merits, so muidi ■ 
beyond inr huinlilc opinion and report. 

16 It would be desirable, however, tlii4l I should briefly state tlie 
difficulties luider whidi this Ri^incnt has been formed and 
collected iogeUii-r. Lieutenant Outraiii’s luborions and 
strenuous exertions to recruit it. linvc liven of no ordinary 
and dclicnis! kind eoiisideriiig that upwards of two hundred 
have been entertained wtUiiii liic lost IS moiitlis and that tlic 
class and description of people, who compose it, ore known to 
have been drawn from scenes of occasional rebellion and 
living in an uncivilized state, sidjjcut only to a partial obedi- 
ence to tiunr nominal diicfe. Under all tliese disadvantages 
Lieutenant Outram has managed to draw tliem from thrir 
predatory Imunta, induecd tliein to enter tlie ranka as soldiers 
witli confidenoc and subject tliciusclTcs to a steady and salu- 
tary discipline, while he has at the same time with a firmness 
combiiicd witli a kindliness of manner instilled into Uieir imnds 
an obedience and affection to the Government. 

IT 1 slioll conclude my rqsort by requesting tlie Major-General, 
if he approves of tlie manner I have commented on tlie Inspec- 
tion and Review, to do me the favour of bringing Lieutenant 
Ontrani’s nici-itorious exertions and conduct to the notice of 
Govcriiniciit. 

The method of recruiting, on penonal recommendation, em- 
ployed by Outram, the success of his new detoedunents and the efiffi- 
cnilties experienced owing to Hindu prejudices against Bliils, arc 
exemplified in extracts from letters from Capt. Ovons and Mr. Bax 
here given. 

Caxp BHtasainc, 

sm March 18X7. 

Mr Dbam Ovrajkie, 

I have written to Mr. Beck by the bearer, Abheeman Wolad 
SutwB Bhed of Kurunj Fergimna Khandala whom, after a 
groat deal of trouble^ 1 have at last persuaded to enter into the 
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corps. He is a i-csticss and dangerous character, who will 
not settle at the plough, and who must not be left without a 
subsistence. But he will make a famous grenadier — when 
3’ou form your flank companies. Indeed, 1 think, you will 
find him turn out a good soldier, and in this case, I have assured 
liim of speedy- promotion. He would have been a foi'mid- 
ablc cliaracter, if the Bheels had remained, in the hills. 
Graliam knows him, and will tell you all about him. But 
he is now vcr3i- “ ghureeb ” and I must bespeak your favour 
for him. I have ventured to tell Mr. Beck, that it will be 
necessary to enlist Abheeman inniicdiatclj' on his ai-rival at 
Dhurrungaum, and give him paj', otherwi.se, lie ma3' bo 
changing his mind, as he is still rather wild. He has a re- 
lation (or relations) in the corps who will answer for his 
good bcliaviour. One of them is in m3’ guard. Apropos of 
them I am httpp3- to sa3- tlie3’ are doing as well as 3-011 
could wish ; indeed I never had better men fibout me than 
tliey arc. I emiiIo3’ them immcdiatel3’ about nn- person ; 
in fact, in cvcr3' wa3' that Kcgulars arc required, and thc3- 
arC' as steady and quiet as 1 could possibl3- desire. 

Mr Dear Outraji, 

I do not tliink I have answered 3-001- acceptable letter of the Snd 
ultimo. I hope Abheeman Bhccl will turn out well, and if he 
does he uill be rcnll3- an acquisition to the corps, being a 
very good looking fellow and clever witlial. I was very 
happy to hear that you had been so successful against tlie 
tigers. The slaughter of that monster near Eesurbnrce was 
quite a triumph. I hope my friend Hyon is now quite re- 
covered of his wounds and that the Surkarcc elephant is im- 
proving in such good compain-. After wandering about as 
usual my tents arc now pitched here. The Mulkapur Bheels 
are again getting troublesome and I have been obliged to 
get some Horse and Foot here to keep tlic peace. I expect 
Mr. Ralph, the Nizam’s Bheel Agent, in this quarter immedia- 
tely, and he will probabh- settle some of them. I shall ask 
him to try and recinit for 3’ou. I have been unable, I am sorr3- 
to say, to get you any men here. I have given up my escort 
of Regulars and now depend entirely on in3' Bheel guard, who 
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iiiaroli iiboiit j'ninoii<.ly. I r.innoi -ppuk ino highly of their 
conducl. Indeed, if you liavc 100 more of such men, 1 should 
he happy io allow tlicm ininirdiatcly to hike all the posts 
ill this agency. Let me knoii if you could pick out so many 
strong fellows, or perha]is we Imd belter begin with 60. 
However, my opinion is still unchanged, m., tliat you should 
not detach the corps too soon. 

1)i:V1l Ol'TSAM. 

I tiiiil hen-, as I hare found in oUier places, an objection on 
the part of the barbers to slutvc your Dhccls. I haw never 
yet had occasion to compel the barbers to share tlicm, but 
here they strenuously object on the score of caste. At 
DnrrungAum you hare a fixed barber, so tlint all is right 
there hut as jour men will be seatlcred we must do something 
on this score. 

Tell me what you eoneetre to he customary and whether the Bhecls 
ought to share tiicmsclvcs or have a special sliai'cr. It has 
hccu a fertile source of complaint, but tlic Bhecls have been 
•dini'cd hitherto. At one place tlicsc barbers refused to shave 
the Bhecls but a timely fine soon produced the razor. 

Yours i-ery truly, 

JOHN BAX. 

At tills time Outram was still alone, for Lieutenant Groliam, 
Uioiigh his np]inintraciit was sanctioned, had not yet appeared in 
Kliandcsli. 

Government was non' so pleased witli the success of tlic Bhil 
Corps, that it rcsohicd to make a further experiment on similar lines 
in Gujarat. Lieutenant Outrnm was asked to make suggcBtionn, 
based on his oirn experience. He accordingly addressed a most 
interesting demi official letter to -tlic Collector, which is well worth 

Deab Sir, 

Tlie official reports of my proceedings during the first year and 
half of my employment in reusing the Bhed Corps will fully 
show the manner' 1 adopted to effect the conciliation and 
remove the fears of the Bheds. Should it be the intention 
of Government to raise a similar corps in Goozemt, perhaps 
cojncB of these reports might be of some, though I fear not 

14 
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much, use foi' I siisport the Bhccls of diffci'ent countries are 
only similar in name. 

Tlie following is a slight general sketch of mj- proceedings from 
the commencement of the undertaking in Cnndeish. April 
and Slay 1825 I resided in the midst of Bhcel Hutties en- 
deavouring by various modes of conciliation to attach two or 
three individuals to my person, in which having succeeded 
I through their means endeavoured to seduce others from 
their Naicpies under pretence of employment as subedars, 
with a promise that after residing a sufficient time with me 
to obtain my confidence they should be sent to their villages 
there to remain in that capacity. In the course of 4 or 5 
months I had assembled a considerable number who were 
sensible of tlie ease and comfort of their new situations 
compared to tlreir former mode of life, being paid daily and 
emplo 3 'ed on trifling duties. 

Having brought them to a sense of the advantages of our ser- 
vice and removed their suspicions I persuaded them of the 
advantages of our musquet compared to the matchlock and 
introduced the former merely as a weapon for their omi 
protection. I tlien separated the old from the young men 
and gave them to understand that Government could not be 
satisfied that they intended to serve us faitlifullj' unless they 
underwent slight discipline, excepting the old men who were 
bo continue on their former footing on condition the others 
submitted to drill, thus causing the older men who had most 
influence to be interested in persuading the younger to sub- 
mit to my will. I then brought them to consent to the intro- 
duction of a few Begulai-s for their instruction. These men 
being selected by my own knowledge of their good character, 
high caste etc., soon obtained the confidence and respect of 
Uie Bhcels, who were proud of being treated as equals and 
companions by men of a caste which liitherto had spurned 
them. The influence obtained by tlie Regulars enabled me 
gradually through them to mould the corps into its present 
form and I have found the Bheels sufficiently pliant in 
disposition to enable me to turn tliem to my wisli in every 
respect, even to refraining from liquor, etc. 
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I ronsicicr flint ci-crvihinff depcn'ls on ilie rlmraetcr of tlic He- 
^iilnrs iiitrnduccrl niid on flioir pnfcti*. for cii«ii lllicck look 
nitli contempt on the inferior jirndo of Hindoos and onl; 
respect Uic hi^licst. 

I liG Iiiipjiy to nfl-'nrd any inforiimtion iJiat may afterwords 
lie required in jinriicular. 

Very truly yours, 
(Signed) J. OUTRASl. 

Mh Jmwnru 1898. 

finiil ns mis the satisfaction of fToniniinciil nt tlie progress 
of the rnrps, there now bccomc!> evident a desire to restrict it 
hctli ill iiuinlicrs and efficiency. Orders were issued forbidding 
any iticrciKc in llie number of disciplined men. All recruits were 
to form part of tlic undisciplined ranks, and nn endonrour was 
to he made to officer those ranks from among tlie Bhil chief- 
tains. Equipage and stores were reduced, and economy was 
enjoined in every direction. The Collector and Outrain protested 
most strongly. They argued that it was largely tlic sense of 
discipline, esprit dc corps, and assimilation to tlic regular lin<^ 
which had turned the Bhils from plunder and rn])inc to the pro- 
tection of the country. They stated that an undisciplined and 
half tamed mob of Bhils under their own chiefs would be more 
likely to roll than to protect the country, and would eventually 
revert to tlic status quo ante. But Gorcriiincnl renmined for the 
present obdurate, though tlic savings effected owing to replacing 
dctachincnts of Itegulars by men of tlie Bhil Corps might well have 
been treated ns a set off to the small extra expenditure proposed. 

About tliia time a small measure was introduced to increase 
flic authority of tlic Commandant. Hitherto he had Iiod but little 
power of punishing offenders in tlic corps. He was now goxetted 
Assistant Magistrate and CoUcctmr, and therefore received the neces- 
sary authority. A letter from the Collector to Government throws 
a curious light on tlie methods of punishment considered tlic mdst 
suitable nt that period. 

an, 

1 I have the honour to liiuid up the accompanying copy of a 
Idtter from Lieutenant Outram commanding the Bhccl Corps, 



dated the 38rd instant, and beg to recommend the measure 
proposed therein. 

2 As Officer Commanding tlie Corps some power to inflict punish- 

ment for misdemeanours is absolutely necessarj', and I know 
of no method more advantageous in every point of view than 
trial by Funchait. The punishment, I should respectfully sug- 
gest, should be limited to two dozen stripes or running the 
gauntlet, tlie latter to be carried into effect with the ends of 
turbans or slippers, and 30 da3's' imprisonment on conjee diet. 

3 An abstract of tlie trials and sentences may be furnished to 

mo monthly which can be embodied in the quartcrlj' return 
foi-wardcd in the Judicial Department or may be furnished 
separately. 

It is not certain when, precisely, Lieutenant Graham arrived, but it 
was some time in tlie latter part of 1828, for he presided at a court of 
enquiry into the conduct of one Dhokul Sing, Subedar. Tliis officer 
was convicted of grossly calumniating the Subedar-Maj or. Wlien 
Outram forwarded the proceeding.s of the Court, he was informed 
that they were entirely irregular, that he should at once forward 
Dhokul Sing in custodj' to Malegaon, and that he would then be 
tided by court martial. This was done, and Dhokul Sing was given 
the option of returning to his regiment ns Havildar or resigning 
the service. He resigned, but Outram ivas too chivalrous to allow liim 
to suffer this extreme punishment. He offered to lake him back into 
the Bhil Corps witli the local rank of Subedar, and this was allowed. 
Incidentally, the Collector and Outram were mortified at the decision 
of Government that rank given in the Bhil Corps to men volunteering 
from the Line would be only considered as local rank. This was most 
discouraging to the men, who had left the comparative comfort of 
Regular regimental service to help train the Bhils, to endure the- 
scoffs of their caste-fellows and to sei-vc in remote and unhealthy 
outposts. 



CHAPTER VII. 


THE BHIL CORPS OX DUTY. 

T he battalion luu now been followed from ith infanej-, tlirough 
its growtii, to a period of vigoroub yoiiUi. It has been aniied, 
uniformed, and drilled, and has been ileelared fit to italcc its place 
among tlic rc^ments of tlie Line. Its eonsUtution and status, from 
commandant to reci-uh, has been made clear. From liencefortli it must 
be regarded as the guardian of t!ic province. Gradually the regular 
military outposts were witlidrawii and replaced bj- tlic Bhil Corps, 
until there aura no toops in tlie province C3ccept at BLilcguon and 
Asirgadh. Slowly the marauding Bhil gangs were destroyed, reduced, 
or made to suiTcndcr until none was left. Tlie villages a-ere repo- 
pulatcd,the jungle reclaimed. Tlie timid cultivators returned home 
and resumed their farms. A permanent peace spread over the 
province, and has liibtcd witli one great exception to tliis day. So 
complete is tliat peace that tlic inhabitants ha\'C forgotton tlic 
existenoe of armed men, and regard soldiers ns evil spirits, from 
a'hosc visits their country is forfainatcly free. Only recently a 
regiment of Xntivc Lancers marched through tlic province, and 
their mci'c prckcncc so terrified the rillagers, tlint tlicy fled to the 
bills, men, women, diildren, and cattle, and there abode until tlie 
dreaded soldiers had passed on. 

But all tliis was not tlic work of n day. That it was accom- 
plished at all is largely due to Outram and his men. 

In January 1828 bands of Bliils about 800 strong were plunder- 
ing in the bills east of Ajanta and made descents on Molkapur in 
Beror. A detachment of 46 Bliil sqioys marched with Major Ovans, 
S. Bhil Agents to Jomner. There appears to have been no fighting,the 
mere presence of the detachment being enough to kc^ the maraud- 
ers imt of Ehondesh. Later in the 3 'eai' Outram iras requested to 
take as many of his men os were available to Mulher. A gang of 
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Kolis from the Nasik gliats iivas expectcfl to endeavour to break 
tlirougli Kliandcsli and occupy the Satpuras. Regular troops were 
despatched to oppose them, and Outram’s knowledge of the country 
was thought likelj' to be of use. The Kolis, however, did not dare to 
oppose the troops, iind the gang melted away. In Scpteniher 1829 
tlie important fortress of Sindva, commanding tlic north .approach 
to Ivhandcsli through the Satpuras, -was occupied by the Bhil Corps, 
tlie regular garrison returning to Headquarters. 

In October, Outram went to Bombay' on short leave, and Lieuten- 
ant Graham oHiciatcd as Commandant. He was forthwith required 
to proceed to the N. E. Satpur.-is, to exterminate a gang of Nahal 
Bhils. It is unfo3-tunatcl3- onlj' too well known that the occasion for 
Outram’s leave was tlie sudden death of his onl3' brother. 

Outrun! returned to duly in Jamiar3’ 1830, having been dcla3'ed 
in Ahmednagar on his wa3- from Bombay by an accident. In the 
same spring he was required to proceed to the west of the province 
and assist the troops in the quelling of a rising. Matters were so 
serious, that cvcr3' available man was called up, the detachments 
under Major Ovans being reduced as far as possible and the men 
sent to the scene of operations. Unfortunatcl3’ the record is wanting 
in details of the campaign, but a minute has been preserved in the 
Political Department which though written in abbreviated st3'le, 
sufficiently expreses Uic magnitude and difficult3' of the operations. 

It need only be remarked here that the Daug country is so 
difficult, that its settlement b3- Government has onl3- recently taken 
place. For almost 70 3’cars it was left for the most part severely 
alone, unless the chiefs’ conduct became intolerable, when tlie3' were 
repressed by force. 

Acting Collector reports that the villagc^of Nagjira Nawapoor 
ISth May Purganah* had been attacked by the Bhecls of the 

1829. Dhaung, also the village of Chorwar in the Warsa 

Purganali — little or no looS sustamed by tlie inhabitants of the 
former village but those of tlie latter completely plundered, 
a horseman wounded at the latter. Reported to have been 
perpetrated by the gangs of Budria and Devising Rajahs 
to the number of 150 or 200 men. Reports having sent 
detachments of JiO Horsemen and 50 Regulars under a 
European officer for the protection of tlie country. 
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ActLng Collector forwards tnin>1ations of reports concerning 
21st August iiho^'c and rcporl^ Hint lie lins deputed tiic 

1829. Second Assistant witli the troops sent to Pimpul- 

norc : forwards copy of inslmctions to the Assistant. 

Acting Collector forwards copy of correspondence with the 
29111 August Political Agent of Guickwar territories concerning 
setllcmcnl of disputes between tlic Wussawns of 
Giingthy and Sakbarcc. 

Acting Collector forwards letter enclosure from Mr. Steven, Snd 
19tli Scpiciulirr Assistant Collector, dated 15tli instant, reporting 
1829. proceedings in conseqiiciice of instructions, copy of 

which was forwarded on the Slst August, llcgrcls that for 
security of our frontier metmordinary prccnnUons must be 
adopted until tJic season will admit of oi>erations against tlic 
Ulinug chiefs. Details ncgocintiun wiLli Uic chiefs, unsuccess- 
ful, though pardon was otrered if the plundered property 
should he restored; to tliis he was induced by the conviction 
that coercive measures against tlie Bbccl chiefs were too 
inconi'cnicnt nt any season to warrant their being recom- 
mended Imt on grounds of absolute necessity ; considers the 
partial restoration of the plundci-cd property inadequate 
atonement for the unprovoked outrages of tlic Dhaung 
Rajahs ; and tlic tranquility of the country bordering on 
tlie Dhaunga can never be secured until tlioso chiefs are 
humbled to submission by punishment. 

Dnvising, formerly reported was not the aggressor on tlic late 
occasion. His apprehension or that of any of his followen, 
should not be the object of ulterior operations so much os 
tlic capture of the Silput Rajah, whose conduct has been in 
the highest degree reprehensible and whose notoriously vio- 
lent and treacherous disposition renders it impossible that the 
tranquility of tlic country can be secured ns long os he 
eonlinucs at large. No attempt to enter the Dhaung can be 
made without eminent hazard to tlie hcaltli of the men, until 
tlic end of March; but recommends the expediency of 


on a scale sufficient to ensure the subjection of the foDowers 
or supporters of the Silput Rajah and capture of his 
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person, recomincnfls the repair of the Giirrce of Warsa 
to be maintninerl by a Detachincnt for protection of that 
neiglibourhood. In addition to the 50 men of the Line 
which had been formerly sent Iiad made a requisition for a 
company from Malligaon to protect the frontier until the 
season for operations, etc. 

Acting Collector forwai’ds cop3' of a letter from IMajor Ovans 
requiring the re-establishment of the Nizam’s Militarj' 
"-long the Adjunta Hange of hills essential 
to the tranquility of the countr3-, which might bo 
endangered bj' the failure of the crops, and the recent removal 
of t.hc Civil Superintendent, and remarks as follows : “ In the 
annual Police reports of all mj' predecessors since the Bheol 
Corps and BhcclAgcnc^' have been established, the measures and 
conduct of the officers at the heads of their establishments have 
been justlj’thc theme of admiration and panegyric. I consider 
it necessary’,, however, to do more on the present occasion 
than bricflj- advert to the .subject; as the utility of 
their cstabUshmcnt^ has been fulh’ jn’oved and the ardent 
and benevolent exertions of Major Ovans and meritorious 
conduct of Lieutenant Outram, Imvc been too frequentlj' 
lirought t.o the notice of the Honourable the Governor 
in Council, to render an encomium from mo requisite to 
establish the character of those officers. I ma^-, however, 
be permitted to add that resulting from Major Ovan’s 
vigilant superintendence the quarter under his immediate 
control is distinguished bj- its freedom from crime and that 
the conduct of the men and officers of the Bhccl Corps 
during the past year has, in all rc.spccts, tended to confirm the 
high character given of them by Mr. Gibernc in his last 
year’s report.” 

The Acting Collector forwards copy of letter from Major Ovans 
and enclosure — concurs in that officer’s opinion of 
9tU the ill consequent likely to accrue from tlie aboli- 

tion of the office of Bhecl Agent in the Nizam’s 
country, and hopes Government will be induced to press on 
the consideration of the Resident of Hyderabad, the expedi- 
ency of restoring that office. 
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Tollprlor Tarwiircls tmn-Inlioii of Ictlcr from llie Daish- 
iiink of Sonriingnnnh reporting; capturo and drntli 
.in^'isao."^”' Snliin nnique of the Dhaunf;, for whose appre- 
hcn«ion o reword hod liccn oiTcred of 1000 Rupees, 
reeoiiuiiuiidi Uic oillcer Mninmndiiig Bhcel corps to proceed 
with nil the nriiilflhle men of his corps and auxiliary Horse 
to the frontier to coinniunicnte witli Duttoo Chimnajee and 
runceri the incnsiircs to lie adopted for proceeding against 
the Silput Rajitli. The means to be placed at the disposal of 
Lieutenant Outram for the capture of Silput Rajah cannot 
he ascertained till Lieutenant Ontrnm is on the spot, where 
information of tlie Rajah’s situation and power can be 
obtained. Early measures to be adopted. 

.Vcling Collector trnnsmit<t copy of his instructions to the 
S.'lli March, officer eommnn^ng Bhcel corps relative to opera- 
lions ngniiist the Bilpnt Rujoli. 

Till* Collector (Hr. Boyd), forwards copies of despatches from 
(iih Jiny, Licutcnanl Outram, commanding Detachment in the 
Dhanng, Miggeots. that means may he resorted to, 
t o indiieo tlic Bnrodn Durbar to cause their officers in that 
neighbonrhood to withhold their assistance, etc., from a 
lirncliiiiiicd enemy of the British Gos'crnmcnt ; tlie operations 
ill the Dliiiung much impeded by the vexations and culpable 
nssisinnec offered lo the Silput Rnjnli by tlie Quikwnr'H 
Tnnnulis, etc. The Rainy and unhealthy season commencing 
must soon oblige our troops to vacate tlio Dliaung, when the 
Silput Rnjali encouraged by the countenance of the Guikwnr’s 
officers wiD be induced to venture on future campaigns. 

In ease of Lieutenant Outram not succeeding in capturing 
the Silput Rajnb, there is necessity to provide for the 
tranquillity of the countiy, proposes meeting Lieutenant Out- 
ram on his return, and requires authority to adopt at once 
sueli measures as he may find necessary to secure the 
co-operation of sudi chiefs, ns that officer has conciliated, for 
the presen-ntion of the peace of the country } unfortunate 
tliat the Khcm Rajah has been found equally culpable with his 
nephew the Silput Rnjali, os it was the Collector’s intention 
to have recommended his succession on giving satisfaetion 
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iis to Ills good Intentions for Uic future. As nil the family 
of the Silput Rajah arc equally culpable, sees no obstacle to 
nominate a pcr.son unconnected with it for managing the 
country. 

Tlio Silput Rajah’s consequence and authoritj' described as 
destroj'cd for ever. His f.astnesses hitherto considered im- 
pregnable have been penetrated, etc. His uncle and relations 
prisoners, himself hunted from h.aunt to haunt, almost hopeless 
of escape. Manj' of his brother chiefs have been induced 
to desert him and join our cause thro’ the well managed 
measures of Lieutenant Outrnm to Avhom every credit is 
due, etc., etc. 

Evclosnre jtrovtng freachery of the Guil, •roar’s Agents. 

Collector forwards copies of Despatches from Lieutenant Out- 
14Hi Mnj-., ram shewing that nltho’ the Silput Rnjnli has 
oopto*^ of individually eluded us, yet the other and greater 
fi-om'^LIeTil. advantages of destroying the confidence of those 
Ontrnm. lawless chiefs and apprehending the greater number 
of those who joined the Silput Rajah or inducing them to 
net against him have been gained. No doubt the Khem 
Rajah, a prisoner, uncle of the Silput Rnjnh, has been as 
culpable as his nephew. 

These points gained, docs not coasider the Silput Rajah, even 
if not seized in this campaign likely himself or to influence 
others to attempt further delinqucncie.s, understands that 
he has taken refuge with a Mowass Chief of Raj peepln ; 
under these circumstances has directed tJie withdrawing of 
the troops under Lieutenant Outram, whicli could not be 
delayed on account of tlic incessant rain tlrcy have been 
exposed to, considerable sickness had already commenced. 

The Collector forw.ards despatches from Lieutenant Outrnm, 
24lh Mnv, regrets to say that he was attacked by fever, when 
on the way to meet the Dhaung Chiefs with Lieut- 
enant Outr.am, and obliged to proceed to Dhoolia. 

“ The Silpufc Rajah’s apprehension is a most fortunate conclu- 
Vidc Mr. sion to the Expedition in tlie Dhaung andr it is to 


made to the very last by Lieutenant Outram to 
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n’lioin too mudi credit cannot be paid lor tlic uiunncr in 
wliicli he httb conducted the husincbb throughout.” 

I'orwsirde despatch from Lieutenant Outrnm and documents 
2-ltIiJuni- etc. Mudi uscfid inforiimtion and 

1830 for- judicious rcinnrki. arc contained in tliih dcspatdi 
imh'lics fnmi dated Slid liibtiuil. Kverj- arrangement effected bjr 
UeuLOulmui. comluctcd in the most able 

manner. Kccoimneiids moasurcs for tlic disposal of the 
prisoners — Silput and Khom llnjahs should be inode 
u severe example to protect the country from the Silput 
llujah's revenge (ns he is notorious for a vindictive blood- 
thirsty disposition) on tliosc who have assisted us ; the 
Khem Unjnli equall}- obnoxious to punishment, letters of 
the cliicfs and otlter reasons sufficiently prove the donger of 
releasing either. States that tlicy must be considered State 
prisoners, proposes confining tlicui in the Asseer, Nugger 
and Tnniinh Forts, for nt least several years, or till th<^ ore 
able to secure tlic unanimous security and consent of the 
other chiefs. Proposes mode of settling tlie Silput Bojoh’s 
Territory and of placing the Dhaung cliiefs directly 
under tlie orden and supm-intendcnce of tlie Honourable 
Company's Governiiicnt. Tliey should be disconnected from 
Uie Guikwor’s for reasons shown. Proposes that the affaim 
of the Dhaung with all the Bhecl and Alnwass Cliiefs, subject 
to our rule along tlic range of Ghauts and confines of 
Bajpeepinh, from Kowra, to Ihc Nerbuddn, comprising 
territories of above SO chiefs, extending upwards of 70 miles, 
be committed to tlie charge of an intelligent officer os Bhed 
Agent. 

“ Lieutenant Outrom arranged before leaving the Dhaung for 
Vide Mr. the management of Silput Rajah’s tract of Country, 
d^'om^c The family Karbareo or manager has been for this 
SS["a purpose nominally associated with the Silput and 
dia ftom the Khem Rojohs’ sons, who are however very 
Outiiiin.""" young. They have promised to conduct them- 
'scIa'cs properly (and indeed they are not in a situation to 
do otherwise) and the other duefs have engaged not to 
molest them. 
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“ I should not be doings justice to the merits of a. most valuable 
officer did I omit pointing out to the Honourable tlie Governor 
in Council the most useful and zealous exertions of Lieut- 
enant D. C. Graham, adjutant of the Bhccl Corps. This 
officer in addition to the liara.ssuig foi'ced marclies, some- 
times exceeding 70 miles, (irhicli he was in liis niilitai-j' 
capacity obliged to perform) was sedulously engaged in 
executing a map of tlie entire tract called hlie Dhaiing, 
which lie has completed in a most masterly manner. Lieut- 
enant Graham in addition to a thorough knowledge of siu-vey- 
ing, which he acquired in Europe under a scientific officer, 
combines a knowledge of the natives and the language, which 
with his superior talents render him peculiarly adapted I'or 
tlie successful discharge of an}' duty he may be entrusted 
with. 

I have presented the iiuiquc tind 6 BhecI sepoys alluded io in 
Para. 10 of Lieutenant Outrain’s letter a turban each, in token 
of the approbation of Government for their gallantri in 
entering a taunah containing tliree times the number of 
their own well armed men and making the whole prisoners.” 

In June 1880 Lt. Thomas I'Vazcr “ of the European Jlegi- 
ment, at present doing duty with the IStli Kegiincnt at Asirgadh,” 
was gazetted to officiate as Adjutant of the Bhil Corps during the 
absence of Lt. Gralinin on sick certificate. 

About this time a school was established for the Bhil Corps. 
It attracted some attention at the time,, but was not a permanent 
success. Even to this day a literate Bhil is regarded as a kind 
of freak. 

Ill 1831 the Tadvi or Mussulman Bhils of tlic N. E. of the 
Province, aided by a number of Pardliis, began to attack the towns 
below the hills in force. Outram soon heard of this, and in a 
demi-official letter begged the Collector to allow him to attack them 
at once in their .strongholds. The Collector however said that he 
would not consent, for tlic Bains wei'c bcginniiig, and troops could 
not live in the hills. He advised Outram to proceed to tlio villages 
and towns which had been looted, and to endeavour to . cateli the 
offenders in the plains, or at any rate to stand fust until the season 
bceaiiic more favourable. Outram toured witli a dctacliiiient of HD 
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men from Iiis corps, anil tliu reoult N hurciiiclly described by tlic 
Collector ns follows: — 

" During' the hoi sciison of tliis year inosl nianiiing ntrociticii 
were couiiiiiltcd by the Ilhccla mill Purdies in the 

"'^nne I'Shl*."'* iiorlh-ciislerii distrids. In Julj* I deputed the 
lllieel atgent (IJculciiuiil Oiitnim) to exert his 
ciiduiivouri to suppre-> tlie gniigN eir. 

“ iJeiiieiiniii Oiitntiii jinieccdefl wrOi n miiiiII delarhiiieiit of the 
Illieel Carp. (Hj) mid their sole ns<ii«tiiiiec, iogetlicr 

with tile few ili.lricl Police nnd IForse, in the caiimc of one 
inoniii n.certttiiiud. npprcltctided, mid giiiirded those concerned 
to the iiiiinbcr of 4(1!) tiicn, gencriilly deoiierAte chnmclcrs, 
Tiirree llheels iiiid Pnrdccs, selected 1 58 of ilie most guilty 
for piiiiisliinent, comniitted tiiein for trial for 30 gang robbe* 
ries, witli such full and clear cridciicc that nil but eight were 
cniiricted and ncnlenceil. 

Further rcxiort runs as follows 

*' 1 luive the honour to luiiid up for tiie inforiimtion of the Kighl 
llonoiiriible tiie Govemor in Council, n rcxiort: from Liculc- 
niint Oiitriim, Bliil Agent lUid Assisbint Mngistnitc. 

“ I found, from tiie iinusiinl number of giiiig robberie. which 
were occurring in the iiortli-cantcni districts of the xirorinee, 
tliiit the di'ilrict Police wiw unidilc to suxipress the evil or 
Lvcii to discover, wiUi any degree of certainty, who the 
oiTeiidci-K were, niul, ns tlic impunity' with which several wry 
during attacks on large towns were attended, was ccrtniii to 
exdtc furtlier uttcinxjts, 1 jndged it rerxuisitc to dexiute tlic 
llIiccl Ageut to tlie duty, whose wcll-knowii activity luid 
intimate acciunintiincc with all tlic tribes on the hills rendered 
his services on the sxiot of ^icculinr efficiency. 

" Lieutenant Outram’s report details sufficiently the very complete 
lUid satisfactory success of his measures, which were taken 
witli great judgement^ and have been executed with singnlnr 
promptitude and decuion. 

" The fortunate tenniiiation of tliis rising, tlic jirogress of which, 
I confess, I wntclicd witli some anxiety, w'JD, I trust, prove tiie 
lost symptoms of on inclination on tho part of our Bhccls lo 
break out, but they were not the first to comiucnec the depre- 
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diitions and when foreign banditti were entering our boundaries 
luid robbing witli impunity it is pcrliaps too niiieli to expect 
tJiese Bheels to rcinuin lioiiest, and I Jmd no means to prevent 
effectually the irruptions of foreigner.s for reasons stated 
in my letters under date IStli March and 23nd April last. 

“ If the numerous gang.s now apprehended and disper.sed, had 
succeeded in baffling UeiileiiaiiL Outrain’s exertions, thc3- 
would no doubt have collected in tlic Sathpuras and have 
been ccrtainlj' joined by more discontented persons from the 
Dhaung, Nemaur, etc., than even with considci'able military 
assistance in such a strong country' we would have found it 
easy to subdue. 

" I pcrfectlj’ coincide wiUi Lieutenant Outrani in the nccessitj- of 
jnuiishing the Naiks who liave so long been ])aid by the 
British Government on condition of performing certain ser- 
vice and keeping a fixed number of followers. I sliall, there- 
fore, witli the sanction of Government, remove all those wlio 
liavc failed in their dutj- and select otliers from tlie same 
families to dll the situutioii.s. 

'■ I bog to be favoured with the sanction of Govenimcnt for distri- 
buting the rewards recommended by Lieutenant Outran), 
which appear to me to be particularly- well inorited, and 
likely to do tnucli good, also for withdrawing the ofler of 
reward for the apprehension of Lallia Naik and some Nehal 
Bheels as recommended in para. IS. 

“ The conclusion of tliis service Avithout expense or risk of any 
kind, Avould, if it AVcrc requisite, at this period, prove the 
necessity of a personal sujierintendeiice by a Kui-opeau Officer 
being exercised over these tribes, and I am convinced that 
it is entirely OAA'ing to the Bhcel Agent’s verj' accurate know- 
ledge of the country and the character of the clans AA'ith 
Avhom he has had to deal throughout that tlio north and 
eastern frontici-s arc not noAV suffering from a general and 
organized gang.” 

“ The command of the Bhcel corps being attaclicd to Lieutenant 
Outram's situation of the Bhecl Agent for tlic north-eastern 
frontier districts, gives him great weight personally Avith all 
the Bheel clans, from all of whidi he has taken special care 
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lo pnlW nipmljpr- inlo fhis copp<-. «o llinf lii-i SnfliiPnro with 
the chier^ lhrnii}(Iioii1 rnmlcMi is diiily inrroiiRiiipf. niicl n 
Dhcp] ofl'pncliiif', heiiifr n native* of rAiulcish is, I may «ny (if 
he rcmiiin<! in llie prannre) cerinin nf heiiig sei/pd.*' 

The year IflflS wn^ not marked hy any import niit rising. There 
•s mucli rorrckpoiidciipe during tlip year eonreriiing an iinfortiiiinte 
quarrel betwpeii some of the Iliiil Corps at niiiilia niid some men of 
the IRIh Regimen I . The quarrel was made to njqmir more Rcriona 
liy the siihspqiipiit panic which took place in the hazar. Apparently 
the soldicre carried their disptitca into the market^ and the mcrchnnta 
si*cing them fighting closeil llieir shops. Everyone fled in frigid, 
lint it. appears that little dainngc was done. Matters, howes'er, looked 
so serious that Oiitrnm was adWsod of llip occnrrencp. He rode in 
nf once the whole 10 miles from Dhnrangnon, lield a summary enquiry 
and punished such of his men ns were at fault on the spot; 
moreover, he drew up his detachment in the presence of the Regulars 
and tJieir oflicen*, and gave tJicm a severe lecture on their proper 
lieluiviour. Tim done, he relumed to Dlmrangaoii. Tlie Dhiilin 
ofliccrs, however, were not content. Tliey held a protracted enquiry, 
which produced much hard swenrtiig, magnified an insignificant 
sqitalihle beyond its merits, and nnjmlifiahly held up the niiil Corps 
to reproach. Outram then defended his men ns a tigress might her 
culls, for he never countenanced injustice nr unfairness. As a 
matter of fact, tlicrc was little or no result, Uie .slfnir being treated 
at hcadqunrtere, ssiry justly, ns a mere trifle. 

In the spring of 1839 a Mrions ouUireak began in tlie Satpurns 
bordering on the Bads-ani State. Outram describes the state nf 
afliiirs in a dcmi-oflicinl letter ns follows : — 

Mt Djus Boni, 

We find Uie whole of this Talookn in the greatest alarm in 
consequence of the esenpes of these Burwnny gangs, whose 
example has been fallowed by some of tlie Hill Bhcels, 
belonging to us, two gangs of whom are out. I have sent 
to get information concerning tlie latter, whom I must endeav- 
our, immediately, to disperse^ otherwise numbers of the Blieels 
of the plains will rise. No additional excesses linvc been 
perpetrated since I wrote two days ago, but the country io in 
such alarm that the villages will all be deserted if 1 do not 
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rffpch somet.liing ngaiiiRl. llip plunderers before J leave. Tliey 
Imvc been kcpb togeblicr merely in this expectation. If, tbere- 
forc, you cannot .sanction the assembly of the ncccssarj' 
rletaclnnent so late in the season lo eniiblc me to proceed 
against the Bunrany BhecLs I will content myself with 
making a tour against tlie gangs which are in the hills in this 
immediate neighbourhood, for which ptirpo.se I .shall assemble 
tlic Shadah detachment of the Bheel Corps (gi men) and 20 
horsemen. 

My pl.m is to join Goorkie Xaique of Torun Mahal and 
Dewajio Naique of Chickly who will muster 1.50 Bhccls in the 
liills, whore I will meet them in secret and go with them to cut 
off the gang from Hutnia’s haunts, whilst on the same night 
the detachment of the Bheel Corps and Horse will mai'ch into 
Ihe hills again.st them. They (the enemy) will gladlj- entice 
our detachment .as far as hhe3’ can (expecting to deal witlil.hem 
as tliej’ did with Watkins,) till thej’ find themselves suddenlj’ 
attacked from the rear In* n^y party of allies, when I hope M'e 
shall do them some damage, and at all events this will have 
the effect of dispersing them and preventing the Blain Bhcels 
iVom rising. Your plan of offering a reward for Hnlnia 
onghl, at any rate, I think, to be immeiliaieli/ carried into 
effect. Also for Patnia bis brother (Burwanj* Naiqnes) this 
sliould bo of a large amount; also for Selia and Essnia 
Naiquc.s who arc at the head of gangs of our Bhccls (hj- our 
Bheels I mean those of the poi+.ion of the S.atpoorahs belong- 
ing to ('andeisli). Essnia is a noborioush- turbulent character 
who has taken advantage of every opportunitj’ to r.aisc the 
Bhccls during the last 15 years, he was Subaniiiali’s Carban\v 
at the time of the fight. TJicrc is aiioOicr principal Naique 
of Burwan3'^, whose name I forget, but llio persons to be 
immediately proscribed, rewards for whom of as large an 
amount as 3'ou po.ssibly can propose to Government to be 
immediately proclaimed, are Hutnia an'd Essnia, perhaps r.athcr 
more for the former than for the latter ; the late murders 
can be proved against both. 

jMy carkoon has’ not come up yet, so I can’t give you the names 
of their places, but if you would send roe the proclnmation.s 
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I can fill them np ; it would be .1 great point to do it at once. 
Chn you not antieipntc tlic sanetiun of Gorcmnicnt? They will 
soon be betrayed and their seizure cfTected, that of the others 
who arc most to blame will soon follow, whilst nil will dis- 
perse and GoTcrnnicnt will be sared tlie expense of rather 
extensive military' operations, which otherwise will be abso- 
lutely indispensable after tlic Rains. Should you send the 
dctaclimcnts 1 wrote for I may probably eiTcet a good deal 
before the Rains, but tliis of course is uncertain and I fear 
tlic enemy will fly across tlic Xerbuddnh. At any rate I 
should do more Ilian I can with only S-l Rhccis. 

1 have rrecived good information that Hutnin had an interview 
witli flic Iliirwany Rnjoh a few dayt> ni^o and the undeKtand- 
ing belwFcn them is too fully shown by other eireumstanecH 
which 1 shall afterwards bring to notice. So 1 think his 
rights ill Candcish should be discontinued for the present. I 
siKpcct tlint inattcni will come onl which oblige us to proceed 
agniusi the Rajah himself. 

If I do not succeed in surprizing Kssnin’s gang (whidi is the 
one I intend proceeding against) I propose arrcslnng two or 
llirce nniques of tlie plains who are in close communication 
with him and who are only awaiting our departure to rise, 
and I shall take what other steps I can to secure tranquillity 
lill after tlic Rains, but I must ilraw tlic Sindwiili dctadimciit 
here where n whole pergnnnnh siifTcrs whilst there only tra- 
\-ellcrs do, for I cannot guard both, and this is 11 healthier 
station tliaii Sindwali for them. 

I suspect- I shall be detained here a long time. May I hold out 
the prospect of rewards for Hutnia nnd Essniu T 

Yours -very truly, 
(Signed) J. OUTRAM. 

SO/li Apra 18S3. 

He duly proceeded against the enemy, and again rqiorts thus. 

Sir, 

I have the satisfaction to report tliat one of the principal objects 
of my expedition has already been efi'ected by the laiptiire of 
Eosnia Naique, who was betrayed into our hands by one of 

16 
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liis gang on tlie sole condition of his (the betrayer’s) own 
pardon. 

Tills ISssnia was the key to Candcish and of the Burwanee Bhcels 
and his seizure will' doubtless cause tile dispersion of his 
gang whicli was composed of some determined cliiiracters who 
must fall into my hands when required, and the tranquillity 
of our north-western districts is thus in a great measure 
secured even should my operations against the Burwanee 
gangs be less successful than T expect. 

I did not find it necessary to offer ^the reward of .500 Rupees 
whicli j’ou liad authorized for tlie captui-c of this Naique', 
hut I would recommend a gratuitj' of 50 Rupees to Luxumun 
Naique of Urty through whom it lias been effedted, 

I have this moraing been joined 1)3' a detachincnt of 60 men of 
the IStli Regiment N". I. under Lieutenant Partridge and 36 
Auxiliary Horse. To-morrow I propo.se proceeding to a 
•spot called Moongwarra, where I have appointed a rendezvous 
with the Burwanee Rajah, to escort whom I have directed a 
detachment of 60 men of the Bhcel Corps and SO Horsemen 
to proceed from Sindwah to Burwanee. 

Tlie Malligaum Detachment under Ensign Rcnny, Regiment 
N. I., has been directed to join us at Sfoongwarra win 
Sooltanpoor. 

Shortly afterwards, the capture of the rebel lender nntn3'a 
Nnik, is reported to the O. C. Mnlcgaon. 

To 

THE MA.TOR OF BRIGADE, 

MAI.I.EGAOjr. 

Sir, 

I have the honour to report for the information of Colonel ICin- 
nerslcy, commanding in Khandesh, that Hutnio Naique was 
captured by m3' detachment yesterday. 

The detachment having marched 34 miles during the night we 
came upon his huttec at daybreak but found it deserted and 
the signals he had among the surrounding lulls shewed that 
the enemy were on the alert. Hutnia being observed ascend- 
ing a hill with two or three followers the Horse under Lieut- 



cnant Hart diargcd umilnd intercepting liis retreat to his 
gang G^'cntuiilly captured him. 

Licutcimiit Partridge^ Ensign Morris, luid Ensign Jttcnuy ascend- 
ed the lulls with their detachments pursuing parties of the 
enemy who had dispersed after the loss of their chief. A small 
body of tlicm stood a few minutes and fired many arrows but 
took to flight <m seeing tlic Horse ascending to turn tlicm. 
Two or tlirec arc supposed to have been wounded, one horse 
on our side was wounded sli^tly. 

Lieutenant Fnrtridgc succeeded in reco\-cring 170 head of the 
cattle which Hutnia hod driven from Candeish. 

1 purpose continuing the pursuit of this gang should it reunite 
and afterwards proceeding against tlint of a chief called 
Dowica, who is plundering in the ncighhourhood of Sindwah. 

Outran! proceeded as far ns the Norhada with his troops. He 
overnwod the Hnjii of Badvaiii into scmblaiicc of lo3'aIty, dispersed 
the rariuus gangs, and finally returncil to SIndm Fort. Tliciicc he 
sent a dcini-oilicial letter to tiic Collector, whidi is too characteristic 
to be omitted. 


SiudtealH SBth May WBA. 

Mr Di:.\k Born, 

In making arrangcracuts for the better seenrit}- of this road, 1 
thought it uddsnblc to i-oquire tlic garrison of Sindwah to 
relieve the posts on tlic road whicli ore connected with it, and 
whirli most unaccountably has uot been done hitherto (tlie 
consequence of which is Uini 36 sebundies ha\c sat in the fort 
doing notliiiig but defending the gate and four empty walls, 
whilst SO othen have liod to occupy two exposed posts — ^work- 
ed ofi^ tlicir legs and put to great expense for ammunition 
and two of them killed, etc., etc.,} This measure would render 
the whole more efficient, divide tlie duty, and frequent dmnging 
would render them less subject to siekness. Having given the 
order I was snipiised to find that the Sindwah peons refused to 
go ! So 1 hod them up this morning (and os it was necessory 
to make an immediate example, Itook upon myself to tell them 
that' all who refused would be immediatdy dischnrged. They 
then come round and have condescended to obey orders bub os 
they ought not to to do with impooMy, I have selected the 
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Naiquc Govind Khan and Aiinoor Khan, a sepoy (who was the 
most forward in the mutiny) wlio, I have informed them, arc 
discharged from this day, and I have directed their being 
turned out of the Foi’b, which I hope you will confirm, as 
also the promotion of a sepoy, named Samboo (who behaved 
well on this and other occasions) to Naique. 

I suspect we shall be obliged to suspend tlie ICilladar, v'ho is an 
old drunkard and whom I got Giberne to appoint. 

The whole of the men on the Tannah here complain much of the 
hardship of not being relieved and are most willing to sacri- 
fice the extra rupee to get to Candeish. Could you not re- 
lieve them annuall}' from the Mahals ! The extra rupee 
would be battii to tliosc who came on this duty. 

Tliorc arc at present upwai-ds of (60) siwfy men so employed, 
35 would be quite enough in future, 15 at the Tort and 10 at 
each of the Tannah s. 

Very truly yours, 

(Signed) J. OCTKAM. 

T.S. — I have just got Government's letter about the 50 Us. 
reward ! Of course “ Luxunian of Urty ” is not the betrayer 
but one of our most zealous allies — the bcti-aj’cr (ChuUa) got 
little better tlian kicks and was told that though he got 
cowl for himself, his brothcr.<> wei’c sfiU proscribed and would 
only obtain pardon on performing certain services, which 
as they have failed to do tliey have not earned. 

(Signed) J. O. 

Outram now signs himself Captain for the fii-st time. Slowness 
of communication seems to have made the knowledge of actual dates 
of promotion in military rank very vague in tliose days. Long be- 
fore this Outram had often been officially referred to ns Captain, yet 
in the Government replies to his despatches above quoted he is again 
styled Lieutenant. 

In 1834 tlierc seems to have been little activity among tlie Bhils. 
A gang collected in the north-cast Satpuras and looted a few villages, 
but was apparently dispersed without difficulty. 

During 1885 it was decided to replace the detacliments of Regu- 
lars at Dahivel and Kukarumunda in the west of the province, by men 
from the Bbil Corps. Tor this purpose, as the corps had already 
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440 men out of 600 on outpost duty, it became nececsarj' to increase 
the total atrengtli. This was done, and tlic corps was ordered to be 
fiiridcd into 9 Companies, each of the total strength of about 95 
Officers, N. C. O.’s and men. Outram represented that another Euro- 
pean Officer was absoluteU' necessary to supervise so large a body of 
men scattered over so extensive a district. Accordingly Lieutenant 
Graham was appointed 2nd in command, with magisterial powers, 
and Lieutenant iSIorris was appointed Adjutant. In this condition 
Outram left the corps, for late in the .same year he was promoted to 
bo Political Agent in Gujarath. Lieutenant Graham succeeded to the 
command, and Lieutenant Bromi, of Outram’s old regiment, was ap- 
pointed 2nd in command. 

The first Commandant Imd not, however, quite done with the 
corps. Oil his arrival in Gujarath he speedilj- asked for the loan of 
a party of 50 men from its ranks, to ussiiib in operations in the field, 
and to show by its presence and good beliaviour the possibility of 
raising a similar corps in Gujarath. It is gratifying to note that 
the men did not falsify his trust in them. When returning them to 
Dharangaou he thus writes in 2 >raise of tlicir services. 

To 

C.U-TAIX GRAHAil, 

CosttlAKDIKG BuEEL CoKPS. 

Sin, 

Iha\c tlie honour to notify to you tiiatthcdetachnicnt of ilieBheel 
Corps now with me will march to-morrow on its return to Candeish 
Under tlie charge of Lieutenant Christie of tlie 21st Kegiment N. I. 

I cannot allow the detachment to leave without expressing the 
warmest approbation of its conduct during the time it has been em- 
ployed in the Mhyeekaunta, which in every respect, whether as regards 
orderly behaviour in camp or activity and zeal in tlie field, has been 
sucli as to entitle it to the favourable notice of Government, with 
which I trust the detachment will be publicly honoured. 

Enclosed is an acquittance roll of tlie detachment for March, and 
I have delivered the abstracts for April to Lieutenant Christie, who 
will procure tliis pay at Baroda, also the copy of a letter from Gov- 
ernment dated 7th April 1886. 

I have the honour to be 
Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

(Signed), J. OUTRAM, 

P. Agent. 



CHAPTER Vlll. 


OUTRAM’S WORK IN ICHANDESH AND ITS EFP'ECTS. 

S TRANGELY enough, just before Outram left Khandcsli, a 
demand came from the Court of Directors for a report on the 
Bhil Corps, its organization, its constitution, and its effect on 
the counti’y. This is Outram’s report : — 

To 

W. S. BOYD, Esu., 

COI-LECTOR AKI) MaGISTMATE. 

Sir, 

I have the honour, briefly, to sketch tlie oi'igin, purpose, and 
formation of the Bhcel Corps as requested in your letter 
dated flrd instant. 

S Candcisli when taken possession of by our Governmeiit in 
1818, and for many yojii-s previousl3’, was a prey to the 
devastating aggressions of its Bhecl inhabitants (calculated 
at one 8th of the whole population) as well us to the inroads 
of the Bhcel clans occup3’ing the wild jungles and fastnesses 
bounding the province. 

3 To subjugate tliis race cvcr3' effort of coercion and conci- 
liation was made, large bodies of our troops wei'c constantl3’ 
out against them, to no purpose, and tlie endeavours of our 
Political Agents to bind them to peace fay liberally pension- 
ing their chiefs and providing for the support of their 
followers by a tax on the rest of the population were 
equally unavailing. At tlie close of tlie 3'ear 18&i the 
Bhcels continued as far from subdued and as destructive as 
at the time of our taking possession of the counti-y. 

4 Mr. Elphinstone, the then Governor of Bombay, finding all 
exertions to the above end perfectly fruitless, insisted on 
an attempt to bring to the aid of Government a portion 
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of Uw Bhecl tribw tovnids vnbjugating tbc rest, by em- 
bodpnfr «i corps from nmoufr themselves. This measure 
he had frequently previously proposed but hnd hitberto 
been overruled by tiic opinion of the local nntliorities that 
it was utterly impracticable. 

5 In April 1835 the undertaking was commenced bub tiio 
obst.-iclcs to be overcome were great, and the Bhcel Corps 
was not completed till the end of 1837. When it was 
reported, by the Brigadier deputed to inspect it, in a highly- 
efficient state of discipline^ and its commanding officer having 
pledged himself to the fidelity of this corps, it was imme- 
diiitcly entrusted with many posts hitherto occupied by the 
regular troops, and soon gave every proof of its efficiency 
and good faith by attacking the insurgent Bhcels in cs-ery 
quarter, and never failing in immediately subduing and 
bringing to justice all wiio opposed the laws. The Bheel 
population of the province has ever since been kept in 
perfect subjection and is gradunlly assimilating, from want 
of opportunity to pursue Uicir former lawless lis'cs, to tlic 
peaceable peasantry of the country. The wild jungles and 
inoiintainous tracts surrounding Candcish whidi hnd hitherto 
been inaccessible to regular troops has-e been penclrntcil 
by tlic Bheel Corps, and every class, witlioul exception, whidi 
used to prey on our borders with impunity, has been subdued 
and kept under by tliis corps. 

w The Regnlar Arm}' has long liecn relieved by the Bheel 
corps from tlic numerous detaclimeuts required for preserving 
the peace of this province and protcctirig it from foreign 
aggression, with the exception of two strong posts on its 
western frontier, whidi qrc maintained to overaw’c foreign 
enemies. These also arc now to be relieved by this corps. 

7 The Bheel Corps is raised entirely from among the Bheel 
clans of tliis province and the jungly tracts surrounding 
Candeish, with the exception of a draft from the Line of 50 
high-caste men, (of all ranks, who arc permanently attndied 
to the corps with the pay and privileges of the line). The 
Bheels are enlisted to serve during pleasure^ and ore not 
subject to martaa] law, all offences being punished by .the 



18S 


THE KHAHDESH BHII. COUPS. 


commanding officer in his magisterial capacity. The rate 
of their jMiy is to n Private S, Nnique 6, and'Havildar 8 
rupees per mensem, with one rupee batta to each of the 
above rank when detached. Tlic Bhcel Native Officers ore 
Jemadars at 16 rupees and Subidars at 30 per mensem 
witli batta in proportion ; no stoppages ore mode from 
'them and clothing is suj^licd by Government. 

8 The Bheel Corps has been disciplined os Light Infantry, its 

duties ore preserving tlie peace of tlie province by detaclied 
posts at all the wilder or more exposed parts, furnishing 
escorts to treasure, prisoners, etc., guarding several of tlie 
district treasuries, and acting in every way ns police. Tlie 
portion ' of tlie corps detached on these duties n^’crngcs 
upwards of three-fourths. 

9 As 0 first experiment the corps was limited to 400 rank sind 

file ; when found worthy of being entrusted with more import- 
ant duties than was at first contemplated, it was increased to 
600, and tlie order has just been received to extend it to 790 
rank and file of Bbcels exdnsire of the detachment of Regu- 
lars. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

.T. OUTRAM, Capt. 
Comdff. Bheel Corpe, 

Durrungaum, 9th June 1836. 


It is almost sacrilegious to criticise Outrom. Were it not so the 
report might be styled bald. The reason of its baldness is that the 
writer, had he ventured to embellish sl^ or to supply grapliic details, 
could not but liave filled it with praise of himself. It is difficult at 
this distance of time to realize the enormous difference in the govern- 
ment of the Bombay Presidency winch was effected by this veteroit 
of years of age. When he began work, the province and its 
surroundings were a hopdess dutos. It was a matter of doubt 
whether its administration' would ever pay. Its people were paup- 
erized or had vanished, its villages were jungles, and its towns were 
refuges for the terrified remnant. Tru% the Bheels were never likely 
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to adi-iiiicc from Uic eoiiqut.iit of JKluiiuluab to uiticr liiildb, to cruuto 
II Irt-sh Mnrutliii djiiiidlv, or rc-cbtnblibh the Pualivo. Tliis is pcr- 
ffctlj- evident now, but in ISSW they were rightly considered a real 
Kourcc of dnngcr. The experiment on which Mountstuart Elphiu- 
i>(om> insisted was considered by 'those who knew foredoomed to 
I iiilurc. Timt it wiis n brilliant success, that tlic province began to 
dourisb, iiiid is now the best itsscb of the Bombay Government, tliat 
the whole presidency followed its example in reducing wild tribes to 
order, niid tliat a sj'stcin of local corps was founded, some of which 
arc doing good work to this day, is due under God to Outrom. 

In 1833 a Comnu'saioncr was sent round by (he Sadar Fauzdari 
Ailtiat (now the High Court) to report on the slntc of the country. 

Of the ]Ntrt of his report bearing on Eliandesh and 
Oulnim’- ii« surroundings Oulrnni procured n copy, now in 
his fitiuily records. That copy uithOutrom’s* notes, 
made in ISdSJs here reiirodueetL 


{Extruci from MagUicriaJ Eeporl oh CandeUh Dlttrict, SUtA 
Januarn ItiSl.) 


bO In coiiiicqucncc of niy visit to this province it has been 
an object of anucty witli me to obtain some view of Uic 
state of the police within its limits. In bO extensive a tract 
of country (taking its length, about 170 miles, and its 
breadth, above 100} surrounded nearly by mountains and 
jungle, tfae Bhecl population of whidi have from time im- 
memorial been lawless plunderers, it is perhaps surprising 
that the Kolcndars do not exhibit more offences of highway 
and gang robbery and other heinous crimes. 

61 To aid tlie Magistrate in bis political duties there exists 
the Bbcd Corps, with two European Officers, and a number 
of armed horse. These have unden their diarge the whole 
Satlipooia Bange, the borders of the Dang Country, ^ying 
westward, and ore besides in minute details all over the 
province. A Bbed Agent on the skirts of the Adjunloh ' 
Bange to the southward looks after Hurt quarter, which, 
now, where so much success has attended the attempt to 
draw its Bhed population to agricultural pursuits, i* nn 
object of less anxiety: but it will still require constant 
core *nfl supervision until the olddr jrartion of the inhnbi- 

17 
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liiiils shall liaTC disiippcarcd, and their, children, who know 
no other pursuite; but those of agriculture, M'ill possess no 
previous deep-rooted predatory habits, into which they 
iniglit bo in constant danger of relapsing. 

82 It is observable that in the border tracts where predatorj' 
crimes arc committed, or from which the perpetrators made 
Uieir incursions to commit them, they arc chiefly planned 
and executed by people from beyond our limits, and gene- 
rally owing allegiance, nominal or real, to other authorities. 

S3 From the country called the Dhang, in consequence of 
Captain Outrani’s foraicr spirited and successful pursuit 
of the plunderers of that jungly, deadly, and nearly impene- 
trable tract, it docs not appear that any incursions are 
now made into Candcish. ilis late arduous and equall}- 
successful pursuit of the BhccI plunderers from the north- 
west, and capture of one leadei’ of notorietj' in particular 
will, I hope, be attended with equally hnpiiy results. But 
it appears there is much that requires to be done to secure 
ourselves from Bhecl robbers from that quarter and from 
the Sathpoora Range gcncrallj-. 

BJi The lawless habits of the population oi' nearlj' tlie whole 
of Rajpeepla arc too well known on the borders of Gujerat 
by the robbers which it sends fortli. There is no question, I 
am informed, that its inhabitants plunder alike in that 
province and in (Khandc.sh) Candcish, and if driven from the 
latter by the constant and active cxcitioiis made there to 
repress them, the robberies in the Surat and Broach disti’icts 
may be likely to increase instead of diminishing, in spite 
of our exertions in that zillah, where, there being no des- 
ci’iption of force rcscinbiing that most efficient body of 
men — the Bheel Corps — nor of Auxiliary Horse — ^to tlie 
speed and well directed exertion of whicli some of the late 
important captures arc mainly atti-ibutable, the boi-dcrs 
must consequently become an easy prey to the depredators. 

85 The state of things in that direction is certainly exceed- 
ingly to be lamented, and exliibited' much of suffering where 
an efficient and powerful administration of Government 
exists in all other, respects ; although by a native Govern- 
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iTii-ii! it mi<;hl Ii- ]inii‘ri;;:irilii1 a'nl li' fOii-i«Ierf il iin fvil from 

n'liii'li tliiTO «■«' no ri'ini'cly. 'Ilii', Iionv^ir. liri* lirm dwelt 
upon liy till- Riiflcliir Foii/ilnrru A(l:i«-Iul in one of ilK lute 
Rriii-rnl Aiiiiii.il Uqiorl'. ami i>> witlioiil rioiilit under tlic 
innlurc considcr.iiioii of tin Riprlit IToiiliIc the Governor 
in Council. 

Rti 11 appr.ir^ iji me. after ronMiilin:; the mnfri«tcrinl oflircni 
in Ilii« r|iinrler mill ndreriinf; to Use late reporU from the 
Mai;!-<tr:ite of the /illals of Sural, that mile-* some incasiirc 
hi- taken to or^aiiixe a Blicrl ( t»iii<i in Gniernt like iJiat 
wliir'i Iin« lieeii -ii L-mineiilh Miert-sfiil in CandeiKhi aided 
h\ a portion of Armed llor.e to fpinni onr roiinirr llierc 
and keep in awe the extensive Irarl, Rnjpeepla — and perhaps 
fli- loa-cr parts of the Dhan» — things must, continue witliout 
much improrciiicnt. 

87 Th ■ raising and rniploring regular troops, except in ex- 
traordinary case-s, for sueli duties, has long been objccled 
to hiitli from tlie friUcring away of their discipline when 
hriikeii up Into details, and fruiu the fatal elTect of the 
eliiiinto on them ; oh,jeetions which do not. equally npply 
tij the Bheel Corjis and wliirh is therefore a means at once 
less ex]ieiis{ve and more efficient for tlic purpose, nor is 
there any risk for llnar fidelity, which iins often been exem- 
lilificd, in cases of tlic nioiit trying nature. They, indeed, 
Iiiive led to execution their own relations and friends, a 
remarkable trail in the diameter of this people who in 
their state of barbarism cxliibit many valuable qualities, 
and this, joined to a consideration of such having been their 
habits from time immemorial — that Uiey liavc perhaps been 
driven originally from the plains by foreign invaders to 
their present haunts — may induce a leniency in our conduct 
towards tliem, and in the punishment of their crimes, where 
no wanton cruelty or sacrifice of life may attend their oi-ts 
of plunder. 

SB Were our means to prove insulficicnt for the protection 
of our territory, it would appear to me to be preferable, 
ns a matter of policy and expediency, to compromise with 
these people for fancied claims or concessions which may 



Tins KnAKDF-sH miiT, cojips. 


ISg 


liftve grown into rights thro’ tlic weakness of previous 
Governments anrl, where such do exist, and arc causes of 
restlessness and of rohberj-, to concede soineLhing in the 
shape of a subsistence to their lending men, it being remem- 
bered that often absolute want may drive them to the 
commission of acts of rapine ; and that any arrangement 
wiiich may lead to an alteration from the present to more 
peaceable habits may be attended with the best results. 


89 A case assimilating to this, has, I am informed, been lately 

brought to the notice of the Magistrate by Captain Oulram, 
and by tlie Magistrate to Government, from which it appears 
that ultho’ there is a strong party of the Collector’s armed 
establishment in the Sindivn Pass, it is quite insuflicient for 
its protection, important ns it is as the high travelling' road 
into IMalwa and for the purposes of commerce, travellers 
and traders seeking other routes, less casj', more circuitous, 
but more safe. 

90 The mode which Captain Ouitram .suggests is by placing 
its protection in the hands of a Bhcel bhowbund 
who have hcrcditni’il 3 - held the office of protecting 
that road — ^to cover the expense of which without 
reducing the Collector’s establishmenl. (which is 
much needed in other parts) a small tax might be 
raised on traveller.? and traders w’hich there cannot 
be the smallest doubt thej' would readilj- and 
cheerfully paj' for tJje , protection thus afforded, 
since the expense they must incur in hiring private 
matchlock men, etc., for their seciiritj' is often very 
considerable. 


The exTcrimcnl 
wits tried nnd h.ss 
perfectly sueeecil- 
cd. 60 of llie Col- 
lector’s c‘.tnlilisli- 
iiienl of Hrniod 
peons were dis- 
eliivrgod nnd the 
sume number of 
Blieels enlertnin- 
od in their place, 
who liavc since 
preserved the 
wliolc line of road 

commission of ii 


'in.s^ been tried. 
.Tuly 1830. 


!!1 It has been an object with me to ascci-lain how far in 
lhi.‘ 2 rovince the Collector's regular establishment are aided 
in cases of ouirage by the village and district police. I 
jini haj>py to n]idcr.stand timt no reluctance and backward- 
jie.ss is exhibited in that rc.spcct and that the hercditniy police, 
who are chiefly composed of the Jlhec] part of the popula- 



orTKAM’i! tronx’ tx KiT\>n>r5]r. 


133 


lioii (cftimntcd to he about ^tb of the whole of the inlmbi- 
tiint« of Cnniloish. which ins«y pcrhap< he taken only at 
linir n million in the wretched nnd thinly peopled state it 
bn' been in for n long time back) are active nnd ready to 
nfford nasintnnee nnd to arm for tlie puliltc defence. 

OS Since writing the above I have been furnished by Captain 
Tlili ha' since ^«ln«ible rcmarlos in whici] after 

lira^ear^d^lnto adverting to the circnnulances attending the for- 
and Mher chief- mation of the Bheel Corps and the variety of 
to the ioiportant diiti» it bn* to perform. Captain Ont- 

SliUw”* and** the ®***®’“^* “ aHhoiigh incursions are now 

najlpi^ greatly checked in rnndcwli, jrl from tlie weak* 

suppori of a ness of fhc surrounding independent authorities 
of **** proljably lake place in less protected 

in'l^^lucoK^ quarters, and Broaeb and Surat, os well as the 
my ^^pscstlon territories of our allies, will continue to ralFcr. 
af^thc'cuii^h But tlie snxprising progress which has been made 
Wih'are’wtoc “ Candeish, towards a reformation of the Bhecls, 
wMch' n *rao!ee csfendcd to the whole race, uerc neigh- 

Co^s ww Titind honring Slnto. obliged to assist in tlie object. If " 
Iw^'in^SiSerat" (Captain Outram remarks) " instead of tlie foreign 
mercenaries wbidi arc supported by tliem, each 
ten'" would contribute some portion of the sums 

ninila nf Un-tr now rcqiured to maintain tliesc forrign mercenaries 
towards embodying n few of their unruly Bhcd 
subjects in a corps, centricall3' situated for their mutual 
protection, under Buropcan Officers selected for the duty, 
the quiet of their territories would soon be secured and the 
remainder of their Bheel subjects turned to peaceable habits, 
to their own advantage, at little or no additional expense , 
which they have no right to grudge, being for their own and 
the general good. This wc surely liavc a riglrti to require, 
being at present put to tbe trouble and expense of keeping 
down not only our own Bbeds but thdrs also. 

93 -A small corps of Bamosees and Bbeds situated at Bimsdn 
or Bcara, or in the ndghboiirhood, would elFcetiially check 
the wild dans of the Dhang which sUlI plunder in the Surat 
districts (thoiigli they no longer venture into Candcisli 



THE XHAITDESH 


E COKPS. 


IS-i 


Ila^•ing felt, our power — obtiiined fclirough a similar corps- 
ivhich I have noticed in proof of Candcish having formcrlj' 
been annually plundered by them) would protect the whole 
country from Damaun to the Nerbudda. 

9'l"Instead of the Detachment of Regulars stationed at Raj- 
peepla I would recommend a Bheel and Cooly Corps, chiefly 
at the expense of the Guicowar, for the protection of bis 
district.^ in that neighbourhood and, conseqiiojitly, of the 
Broach Piii’gunnali. The influence of tliis corps would extend 
to the ITollfai*’s districts in Xcmaur, which country is and 
ever has been a prey to the feuds of various petty chiefs, 
ns well as to the raids of the Bhecls, to repress which the 
officer commanding this corps might have some political 


1885.— There is 
nt present a dis- 
trict seliuntly un- 
der thut officer 
called n Blieel 
Corps but they 
(ire employed at 
their villages. The 
disciplined corps 
should he in addi- 
tion, but would 


ern part of Nemaur (comprising Holkar’s dis- 
tricts, the Berwanny territory, and the British 
possessions round Mundlasir) would be controlled 
effectually, the peace of the whole of Nemaur 
secured, and of the Satpoor'a Mountains (our 
northern frontier) by a small corps under the 
Political Agent (Captain Sandjs) who agrees 
with me m tliis opinion and in the conviction of 
embody some of the general benefit that would attend the measure, 
the members of 
these families and 
secure their flde- 
llty as in Cnn- 
deish. 

' 96 “ The Nizam ought to re-establish the situation of Bheel 
Agent, to preserve a similar control ot'cr the Bhcels of the 
southern side of the Satliinalla Range to what is maintained 
b3' our Agent on the southern frontier of Candeish. 

9T'‘Shou]d these measures be pursued (Captain Outram con- 
cludes) ■‘*the Bheel reform would extend over the whole 
race; our Bheel subjects would be pre.served from the 
continued bad example of those beyond our frontier, which 
must greatly check the total eradication of their lawle.ss 
spirit which wc arc endeavouring to clTect ; the neighbour- 
ing countries would be preserved from the plundering.? and 
nuu-ders to which tlicy arc now a prej' in consequence of 
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t]iL- uurGprcsiGd liconsc of the Bhuf]« ; and it \rniild tend 
siloo pix’ntly to prci-ciit criiiic« of otliei- cinitpw ; the iiicosurc 
would he one of Iiuniiuiity to nil classes of niir subjects mid 
iLlI:e.s, lending to ^treiigilicn the liius and diminish crime 
Mith the rea«iJiiiible prospect of nlliinatcly perfecting tlie 
reform of so larger ]>ortioii of maiikiiidi wliu hare for 
ages deticil the laws .md been the «euiirge of tlicir fcUow- 
creatiirci-.'* 

Nothing remninh to be added ns to the political laluc of Outram’s 
work. In it there was only one mistake, and that mistake was not 
found out till 1857. A cojiy of Colonel Robertson’s Report of 
ISS-l on the Bhils also exists among the fnniil3- {lapcrs. Amid a 
masc of detailed information as to the Bhil diiofs of various localities 
is found n history of Gumanyn Noik, hereditary- warden of the 
Sindra Pass. This chieftain early profcssod obedience to the 
(.‘ompiiny. tsnbscqueutly, however, his conduct was found more than 
doubtful. He plundered rather than protected travellers, and was 
finally convicted and banished for life. On the margin of the report 
ill the following note in Outrnni’s autograph: — '* I reintrusted the son 
of Gonipny (named ITajy Sing) with the charge of the Sindwnh 
PoKs and rand in 1833 in conjunction «ith tlie rawnl of Kerroon. — 
J. O." How this man betrayed Qic trust 184 years later will be 
recorded. Meanwhile tlic solitary mistake is not recorded in order 
to lessen the value of tlic general work. 

The value of Outmm’s efforts connol be disputed. It remains 
to be seen what were his methods. Briefly, tlicy were these. He 
wu', a friend of his men. He lived witli them, sliorcd their hordsliips 
defended them against attacks mid aecnsations, sympathised with 
their joys and sorrows, and gained their entire confidence. He 
began by soaking them with brandy because they liked it, but he 
won them over to temperate and orderly habits. It is a saying 
amongst Bhils that a Bhil will do 40 miles at a run to steal a rupee. 
Outmm would run 60 to stop the rupee being stolen. He 
defeated them in endurance, in woodcraft, and in bravery before 
wild animals. Nothing appealed to the children of the jungle 
like his love of sport, and it will be well to finish this prosaic 
record of deeds done and peace restored, with some anecdotes of his 
sport. 
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It may hcrc_bc stated tliat during liis 10 years in Khaudcsli he 
himself states that he killed 255 tigers, 18 pantliers, 4'2 bears, and 
19 bisoiis. 

Captain Stanley Scott gives the following deseription of a tiger 
hunt.; — 

In the jungle of Saigaum near tlic Untoor Port tliore is 
densely wooded ravine named tlic Main Uurda. It was 
reported to Outrani that a tiger was in it. He proceeded 
thither witli his rifle on foot. When near the spot indicated 
it suddenly occurred to him that by commanding the narrow 
end of the ravine and placing the beaters at the other, the 
tiger must make his exit through the gorge and he would get 
the opportunity of a clo.se shot, but to find on the bank a 
place from which to fire was impossible as the jungle grew 
close up to tlie sides and the bottom of the i-avine was not 
visible from the top. Outi’uni’s mind ivas not one to be 
baffled by tigers. He and some followers having climbed a 
tree a branch of which overhung the ravine, other Bhccls 
tied their pugris and waistbonds together, others passed a band 
round their Commandant’s chest and under his arms and let 
him down dangling in the air, his foot just resting on a 
creeper. He could now see clearly all tliat was taking place 
beneath- The tiger, driven down by the shouts of the beaters, 
came irithin easy range of his rifle, and from his wonderful 
position, he got the desired shot and killed llie animal dead. 
Instantly drawn up into the tree again he turned round 
laughingly to the Bhccls and said, ‘TTou have suspended me 
like a thief from a tree, but I killed the tiger,” 

Again, the same writer tells a story which will cause sportsmen 
of the present day to think: — 

In 1833 in the month of April when encamped at Scerpoor, tlic 
villagers gave Outrnni information of a tiger that had been 
marked down in the tliomy jungle to the north of the village. 
This tiger was down in the plain, no liill or r’avinc near, 
Outram started on foot, spear in hand, a follower carrying a 
rifle and some six others bows and arrows. The tiger brok< 
ground on their approach and Outram followed him up on 
foot for 3 miles and eventually speared him to death. .This 
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flri. it N fifliniK^ lifi« ii«ier liirn ii|uall«l liefoR or iiiiire in 
Khnndcoh. 

Outraiii dill not Inil d-o to ^tirk n <i|pT liki. « iiiif ritmi hoiw 
ImcI.. Cnplain Slanley Smlt nilvo of lliio ns Tollon'k : — 

*'Jn llieymr IWU flic Iiigli rani] l«.«diiifr from Khmidcbh to Sunl 
««■> ntopiNrl for one montli by n ** imm Mto’,'* a tigran olio 
hitd taken up her quartexe in a ileMteil rfllnm nUdi had 
became entirely ore i g mu . Thie eilbigD me dnee to 
VeesarmiTj in Hm Xoirapnr pettn. Gin number of pco^ 
who Imi] fallen Iqr the cruel talon* of this tigrees una 
•»timnted at TO. Xemi of thin eaTegchemt me gimto 
flntiam, when encamped al Pimpalner, name 81 mfleeaimj. 
TTf moredenmp at oner to VresnnraiTy and ncnl out hb 
hunters to mark down thetigrens. Tliintbcy um net long 
ill doing an die iras and liail been only loo coaily found by 
all the iinimppy people iriw Imd panned that wa^. Ontmm 
aith T or 8 folloirem ji mceedcd to the spot. .\s Boon aa thej 
came vilhhi a hundred ynrds of lier aha iJiinred hcn«lfi lyniing 
fearfully. Oolmm raieed hie riil^ fired and minded her. 
Slie turned (mni|i«aSer* arc prOTeibmllj eoinirdly) and fieil 
in a nouthcmly direetian vbere the eonntiy hod a move open 
appeanneb Ontmm, eeiaiiig hie apear and monntiqg hie 
horee followed her for a mile or more. When BBfibng ftmn 
her wound he gained on her nndwith one aneeeeRftd atroke 
thruab her tfaroi^ and throng TliiiligrBm had loat her 
beaubifU Any aoftnem and wua mangqy and bonk aidd|y 
•UrihutaUa to her hoixiUe partiality tar human fledu” 
Another writer roudiea for tho following tondung tal^ whidi 
drawn how Outanm wan not onfy dnef hnatamnn of hm eorpa^ hot 
aim fodier of hb men. 

"Khnndoo, the naik or commander of thb bend of trudana wua 
- thnTefyTimidtf ofaBbaaL Thon^alitllefdlowiiaim 
a great man with hb maatar, and it wea one of the ooddeat 
doya in Oulnmrti Anqnered lifi^ when thb fUfiiftil f idlowar 
mat hb deadh. A man-ealiiig tiger had hflbd a anllfah and 
Khnndoo with a Ibw men wna hard i^on hb track Joat 
prnriona to Ilibb Kfanndoa had Aaqppdntad hb mootar of a 
ti^ and ha Ud It oo mnA to faaoit that ha aaonlilly nralrad 
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iicvci' .ngnin to seiirl in wovrl unless lie liatl actu.ally soon tlio 
beast biniself. following on this resolution in tbc present 
instance with nothing in his hand but a slight spear, 
ICliundoo approached the bushes where he believed the tiger 
to be concealed. In a moment the beast sprang out, 
Kbundoo’s spear glanced off his thick head, and in the next 
instant itlic tiger’s fangs had met in the upper part of the 
little fellow’s chest. The tiger slunk back to cover, where 
he was surrounded by a portion of tlie Bhcels, tlic others 
took up tlicir dying chief and carried him to Outram’s tent 
and laid him at his master’.s feet. Outram’s first impulse 
was to dcstro 3 ’ the savage beast, and vowing he would ncMier 
cat nor drink till the tiger had bit the dust he seized his 
rifle and rushed off. A well-directed shot laid the man- 
eater low, and when Outrain galloped back, he found poor 
Klmndoo’s life was ebbing fast. It was a touching spectacle 
as tlic brave Outrmn bent over the d 3 'ing chief, to catch his 
last farewell. Kliundoo took the hand of his little son and 
placing it in Outram’s bid him supply a father’s place to him.” 

There is an amusing sequel to this tale. The widow of Khandu 
received a pension from Government, nhidi, when she remarried, was 
transferred to her sjnall son. He managed to hold on to it until 
1855, when the mailer was reported. Outram’s personal generosit 3 ’ 
is noteworth 3 ', for the Patilship of a village is no small gift. 

Snt, 

As requested in your endorsement of the llth instant on the 
Mnratha Con'espondcncc regarding the Pension of Rupees 
(4) four drawn monthly from the Erundole Treasury on 
account of a sepoy of the Bheel Corps Dhondoo Wullud 
Khundoo, I do m}'sclf the honour to state, as ful] 3 * as the 
Records of the Bliccl Corps enable me, the particulars of the 
origin of this grant, and to express my opinion that it ought 
to be withheld for the futm’e. 

“ 2 In the year 1831 a Havildar of the Bheel Corps, named 
Kliundoo, who had been of great use to General (Lieutenant) 
Outram in his first intercourse with the Bheels, was killed b 3 ' 
a tiger and in consideration of the man’s past services and 
the destitute condition of his widow Baina and his 
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iafant son Uhoiidoo Ijiiilciinni f>utrnin in a letter dated 
the Slid June 1831 to the nddrc's of Mr. f'ollcelor Boyd, 
■>oIicitcd from Go^xirnniciit n Pcn*>inii u(’ l{lI[u■c^ i per month 
for the support of the -irfinian and rliild. 

"3 Government, in n letter Xu. Sit!! dated the Sith July 18S1 
Kmiitcfl the Iinun from the date of Ivliundoo'H dcccusic, and 
the pciibion wiis drnuii from the ISnindolc Mamlctdar’s 
I'rcnsurx- in the inline of the widow Buiiin up to August 
IHSS, when it appears ulic rcnmrricd and Captain Outram on- 
Lhe 13th August 1833 sent an order to the Kriiiidolc Mainlei- 
dnr to par Uic pension from tliat time to the boy Dhoiidoo, 
who has continued to draw it ei-cr since. 

"11 can find no authority for this transfer of pension, and cs’Cii 
if such exikt-s it could not hnsx- been intended tlint on Dhondoo 
attaining iiuinliood he bhould continue to enjoy Uic clinrity 
of Government. 

'* .1 III August 181il he wiib put into tlic boy ranks of tlic Bhil 
Corps on Bs. Si per montli, when there was no furtlier plea 
for drawing tlic pension, but this acems to have escaped notice 
and tlie Rs. 4 were remitted niontlily on account of Dhondoo 
to the Government Savings Bank, where a balance of some 
Rs. u50 or so stands to his credit. 

' 6 The original Pensioner Buina (Dhondoo's motlicr) died of 
cliolera about cighteon years ago, a fact whidi docs not appear 
to have been noticed or reported. 

" T On' her remarrying in 1833, the pension niiglit ha\'e been stop* 
ped, but if the sanction of Government was obtoiiicd for trans- 
ferring it to her sou, it ouglit to linvc been discontinued when 
he was taken into the Bhccl Coips Ranks in 1841, os it seems 
absurd that he should be paid Rs. 5 per inoiiUi as a fighting man 
and at the sometime receive Rs. 4 per month as a Pensioner. 

"8 At ilie time of his father Khundoo’s death, LieutenantCGenerol) 
Outram and some other gentlemen, with the sanction of Gov- 
ernment, purdioscd tlie Faielshipof the village of Eklngna 
near Dhurrongaum on behalf of the boy Dhondoo, and from 
this source he derives a trifling income annually. With all his 
good fortune or xirobably owing to it, he is one of the most 
■unsteady and troublesome men in the corps. 
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“ 9 If wlien he begun to receive J’uy in the llhccl Corps on the 
1st August 1841 the l''our Rupees reiision had been stopped, 
Governnicnt would liuve been siivcd up to the 1st instant 
Rupees 67G, .and as the sum deposited in Dliondoo’s name in 
tlie Boinbuj Savings Rank is less than Hint sum b^- uiiwards 
of Rs. 100, I can sec no objection to the appropriation of 
the deposit bj- Go\-crunicnt. 

1 lijivc the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

(Siguetl) JAMICS ROSE, Cai-taix, 

Offg. Coinmatidiinl , Jihed Corps, 
It is necessarv lo pass on, to sav' good-b 3 '’c 1.o Outran! and trace 
the story of Iiis successors. No farewell could be more apt than that 
written by Lieutenant Graham, his Adjutant and successor 'in com- 
mand: — 

Extract from the .Tournnl of Colonel Douglas Graham 1st June lS3,i, 
Outruni is inj- innnediute commanding officer and tlic />taunchcst 
friend I have, the boldest .and best sportsman on this side 
of India. Wc have lived together for seven long years now, 
which is a considerable period for two lo exist together in the 
same house without having had a difference. He is the Com- 
mandant, I am his Adjutant ; there arc no other officer.^ in the 
corps. He has .saved mj' life, I have done the like good office 
to him ; wc have fought together, wc have fed together, boon 
for months without any but our own sweet society, and to sum 
up the htorj' 1 do not think EricndshiiJ cau go a step further 
than what exists between us two. 

TIGER HUNTING. 

Reforc starling this morning on very certain intelligence, I had 
been wondering why a certain long spear, one of j-our real 
Jlahratta lances, with a knob of rusty iron at one end and a 
bayonet-like bit of steel at the other, was undergoing tlic 
process of exces.sive liliug and sharpening, when I recalled lo. 
my rcmembx'ancu some expression of iny conuuundant’s that 
tended to hnply a determination of speai-ing a royal tiger. 
And as the cxjiloit was said to have been perpetrated on liorsc- 
back on the Bangalore race course, a' sort of Ijtow rose float- 
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ittg oc^I^'■ llic iniilj- nscolltctinii' «f Hit Inst evening’s 
cnnvcrs-nl'on, of lii-. iutention to jiiTfomi il uii foot. "Fifty 
good rcnsoiis were procluccti why Uic Alleni])L wiis nisli, niiy 
amouniocl lo n sort of iiidiffcrciiix' lo the Icn-t cluuice of 
( xisience in <1ie >1 nigglr. Iiul no. the « orci Iiitil gone forth nticl 
he would rourl peril lo the iilinost lo redeem I lie pledge. 
I'ears ncre hiughed at, and dhMrn-iuii entirely set nl naught, 
Ml ne liiid iioLliiiig for it but to oee we had Frciicli raps in 
oiirporkrl' and procccil anxiously, ik-)-irou-< UiiiL no op]ior- 
Innily v onld ocinir for our too ndrcnturoii- friend. There wn» 
a fine thick cover down eaeli Mdc of the liroad nullah that ran 
jai't the tciiLi, and at intervals on eii her oiile two or three 
•inr.ller topes, witli nlnindanre of under rreepers well known 
to u- a- frequented Iinunts. Tlicre n-cre only two elcphnnta 
out that liny, so of course cnclr took his own side. We Imd bent 
through the first cover whicii was on our line and liad halted 
abreast of the second to oliserve Uic ojieratioiis of the otlicr 
howdah, on the opposite bank, when n startling S'olley mine 
]irovoktngIy across from the very centre of the thicket, and 
the loud continual bursts of uproarious music fuUy declared 
lhal tlierc was more than one of the riglit sort on foot. Uur 
position a ns by no means go coiiinmnding ns our wishcB. We 
ircre stuck on a bank whidi extended half a mile on cadi sific 
of Us, mid presented, so fur ns I could see. a pcrpcndicnliir 
fail of 10 or 19 feet, but this was no time to stick at trifles, 
so we sho\-cd old Ilj'dcr at the place, iiotwitlistandiiig tJie 
reinanstrances of tlic Mahout who declared the descent iraprac' 
Licable. Ilul making u virtue of necessity, for he snw the 
butt end of. a rifle coming in coulocl with his sconce, be began 
to manoeuvre his “.aiikoos ” in style. Hydcr got down on liie 
belly in the most acientifle .maimer, und stretched Ills fore legs 
to tlieir full extent over the side, but finding no bottom and 
not at all relishing a drop leap, withdrew speedily from this 
position, Thrice he was .brought flown, hut lo no aivtil. In 
the third attempt luckily the bonk gave .way uud down we 
came, dcplHmt,..hmrdah, and all, but landed.in safety in the 
ntdiflh* .. The firing. BtilL.cantinucd in the tope, 
and OB ouKonrivol wqfqundji»9ji.t)^ mortally wounded on the 



142 


•niE KltAKBESn BUlI, COUPS. 


ground nnd two others diarging fiercely' from below a thicket 
of creepers. A cast round the wood soon put us in possession 
of their mark. Wc had hardly proceeded .a hundred yards, 
when the track went right into a porcupine’s earth and I was 
indulging in the idea of enjojing a novel sort of sport, 
when I saw my friend’s C3'C turn to the Mahratta spear, with 
a meaning glance that could not be mistaken, and the condi- 
tion of lu.y nerves was bj' no means improved b3' seeing hiiii 
alight from the liowdah, and on his knees creep a little way 
into the hole, to look, as he said, for the glittering of the 
C3-CS'. Having ascertained that there were onl3' two entrances 
to the den lie blocked up one passage with thick bushes, 
placed the elephant about two 3'ard.‘» in front, and 1113- friend 
took up his station at the very mouth of the remaining hole. 

“ There ho stood, spear in hand, like a gladiator in the arena of 
a Roman amphitheatre ready’ for the throwing open of the 
wild boast’s cage. The bushes were set fire to„ and the tiger 
by no means relishing the smoke came puffing and blowing 
like n porcupine every 5 or 6 seconds, to get a little fresh air, 
but scenting the elephant, he was alway’s fain to retreat 
again. This sort of work went on for some time and bush 
after bush blazed away’ without producing tlic desired ciTcct. 
1 could not have stood the suspense when life was at stake. 
At last there was a low angry growl and a scuifiing rustic 
in the passage. The tiger sprang out and down descended 
the long lance into his neck, just behind the dexter car. Witli 
one stroke of his powerful paw, he smashed the sjjcar close to 
the head, 'riicrc ivas a pretty business, Mr. Tiger one step 
beloa-, with tlic steel sticking in his neck, which by no mcans- 
iinprovcd his temper, had gathered his hugetiind quarters be- 
low him for a desperate spring, and my friend, armed after the 
fashion of the South Sea Islanders, standing on a little mound, 
breathing defiance and brandishing his bamboo on high — 
odds by’ far too overpowering — so to bring things a little 
more to equality, I threw in a couple of balls from old 
Hyder, which turned the scale as Brennus' sword did of old. 
The tiger .was luckily stunned and floored . by this salute, but 
shortly recovered and finding too many enemies besetting him 





on iJie open ground, senmpercd away to tlic thicket. Wo 
found him again below an old bush, and very Ticious he was, 
tearing through the jungle, and charging in madfui-y, when- 
ever we came near his entrenchment — ^tlnrce times he was on 
the elephant roaring and screaming — diai’ge succeeded charge, 
ball after ball went into his inside, and at Icngtii be j'ielded 
up the ghost, under the very trunk of the elephant. Had 
the spear not been directed with the most cool self-possession 
so ns to arrest the progress of the tiger and give me a 
slight chance of hitting, and had not old Hyder remained 
perfectly steady, without taking at all into consideration 
my fluttering nerves ond state of anxiety, there would have 
been an end of one whose like we shall seldom see again. 

There is no official record of the building of any residence for 
Outrnm or Jiis officers at Dharangaon. Indeed, he at one time sent 
in an official ceitiflcntc that none of them occupied Government 
houses. Slost probably the bungalow, recently destroyed, in which 
Outram lived was constructed out of the old office building in whicli 
ho lived in 1836. He must have repaired and added to it at his 
own cost. The site has always been considered Government property, 
and the proceeds of the materials when it was destroyed, were 
credited to Government. The peculiar position of the bungalow, 
inside tlie town walls, favours the idea of its hating once been an 
office. The site is now m.arkcd by a memorial column, and surrounded 
by a garden. 
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Likdt. graham, COMMANHAKT. 

1835-1841. 

T he new Commandant liwl not been without experience of his 
duties. He had been both Adjutant and Snd in command of 
tlio corps, and as he had officiated as Southern Bhil Agent for some 
time, he was acquainted with Ure civilian portion of the programme 
of conciliation and improvement of -the Bhils. -• 

In the first few years of his regime there is . but Uttle actual 
fighting recorded. A large gang of Bhils entered the SavdaSatpuras 
in 1837 and did some damage in the way of looting villages, di'iving 
off cattle, and .so forth. The Bhil Corps was called out, with a 
detachment from Asirgadh, but on tlie appearance of the troops the 
gang, which had been estimated at 800-900 strong, melted away. 
There, was, however a continuance of trouble given by small parties 
of robbers. Though no gangs assembled of sufficient magnitude to 
warrant a regular expedition being sent out„yet there was constant 
and harassing work for small detachments. The taluka of . Yaval ; 
was still part of Sindia’s dominions, and the' marauders found a 
refuge there. The local officials, while professing to assist the Com- 
pany's Government, found it paid them to keep in ivith the Bhils. 

In 1838 Lieut. Agdr, Adjutant, C. F. Corps, was looted outside 
Burhanpur by a party of armed Bhil robbers 86 strong. They 
tied him and his escort up, and decamped with Bs. 1,600. 

The same year Mr. J. D. Inverarity, Assistant Collector, 
Ahmednagar, had his camp robbed by Satmala Bhils. 

In 1839 a Major and Mrs. Brookes, who were travelling over 
the Sindva Pass, wei-e attacked by Bhil robbers, and relieved of all 
tlieir property. 'Tire list of contents of Mrs. Brookes’ box, furnished 
by her husband, is interesting as showing what were the contents of 
a traveller’s wardrobe in those days. 
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JJx! of pro pert if miaiiiiff from Mr». Brooke*’ Boxe*. 


S xlmwlsi the one French, Uie oUtcr Inclinn 

1 Swisit muMlin drv<«- 

1 n enmbrie „ 

1 white worked muslin dress 

S mominB dresses edged with Ince .. 

1 piece (couch) chinta 

10 yds. long doth 

1 worked muslin ... 

1 pair gentlemen's boots (English) 

S patent incrino iinilcr-drcsses (gentlemen's) 
4 pair patent knit eotton drawers „ 

t pair merino soeks 

4 patent knit cotton underdresscs ... 

fi new hair brushes . 

.') bottles can de rologne 

1 qiinrl essonre of lemon 
1 pint „ of hitter almonds 
8 pairs sheets ... 

84 pillow coses (frilled) 

nbniit three dozen towels 

„ „ table towels 

1 table cloth 

] dozen new pettironts (trimmeil) .. 

1 .. old „ 

11 „ sleeping dresses 


180 

30 


80 

10 


6 

16 


pocket handkerchiefs 


draw ing box witli colours \ 
portable working case f 


Rs. 768 

Many other instances iniglit be recorded, whidi go to show th.it 
though no large or conspicuous campaign was undertaken, yet Lieut. 
Graham mid his men were kept continually at. work.- ^Vlmosl 

19 
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every one of his leLto’s contains references to dilficiiH. outpost duty, 
arduous hill climbing, long marches, and so forth. 

A wearisome Jind unseemly wrangle was also kept up with 
Government. The officers’ allowances were cut, the men’s bhatta 
was reduced, the position of the Regulars attached to the corps was 
depreciated. Old and bad arms and ammunition were supplied, and 
such necessaries as tents had to be fought for. To modern minds 
il may be hard to conceive that the ultimate authority responsible 
for the corps was the High Court, or Sadar Fauzdari xVdnlat. Yet 
such was Ihe case, and no doubt the absolute ignorance of the grave 
and reverend judges of mililary matters explains their want of 
sympathy for the crying needs of the corps. 

In 1S13S Lieul. Browne, find in command, died in the Janmer 
jungles, and Lieut. Morris succeeded. Lieut. J. W. .Vuld, of the S6th 
N. I., was appointed AdjuUinl.. IL may entertain officers of the 
present <lay to know that hardly was Lietit. Browne cold in his grave 
before the Accounts Department discovered that he had overdrawn 
some allowances, and endeavoured to mulct his estate. 

In 1SU9, C.ipt. Graham had a short campaign in the jungle 
of Bttglan, I’iinpalner, and Nava}mi', bordering on the Dangs, against 
a rabble of thieves acting under some of the petty local Chiefs. No 
details are forthcoming, except that the Rajas of Vasurna, Chiclili 
and Gadvi Dangs had looted villages in Point and Baglan, and that 
the country near Navapur was much disturbed. All available men 
of the Bhil Corps were called out, but what actual fighting occurred 
does not transpire. Idlest likely the x’cbels .succeeded in escaping 
Into their trackless jungles without suffering much punishment. 
Two important results, however, followed. One was the increase of 
the Bhil Corps by a ‘ Dang levy ’ of men for local duty. 
Recruits were at fir.st hard to obtain, bub a start was made, and a 
free admixture of trained olficor-s and men from tlic paz-ent corps- 
being allowc«l, the levy became a success. In two y'oai's’ time it was 
rcpoi-tcd fit to lake its place as a component part of the disciplined 
coi’ps. 

The second i-esult of the Dang operations was a long and well 
considered report on local conditions I’ound Navapui-. The country- 
■was long noted for its excellent cultivation. Tavernier, tlie old 
French traveller, makes a special note of -tlie pi-ospci’ity of Navapur 
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and llic excellence of its rice, irhidi «a<s preferred to any in Indio. 
Copt. Graham reports that all signs of prosperity Iiad vanished, 
that' tlic condition of the people was wretched, and tliot under tiic 
Bwny of beggarly chieftains and unprincipled re\-cnuo contractors, 
matters were going from bad to worse. Such police os there were, 
were nominated from among tlic personal hangers-on of tliis or 
that chieftain, were in perpetual arrears of pay, and had neither 
the power nor the indination to preserve the peace. Capt. Grolinm 
mokes proposals for the better policing of the country, for exacting 
work from tlie hereditary guardians of tlic posses, and above all for 
the rc-cstablishmcnb of the W. Bhil Agency. 

It is easy to see from Col. Robertson’s correspondence that 
about 18S5 tlic Rliil Agents in the west and south of tlie proi’ince 
were his right-hand men. On them he rdied to redaim the savages, 
pnt tlie land under enltivation, and administer justice. They also 
had troops at tltcir command, so tlmt t]iC3- could secure the frontiers 
by suppressing local risings. The records arc full of appredation 
by Government of the work of Capts. Ri^y and Ovnns. Yet the 
W. Bhil Agency was abolished in 18S8, and the S. Bhil Agency was 
combined with the office of Snd in command of the Bliil Corps. As 
tlic hcndguartcTs of the agency were at Kannod and those of the 
corps at Dlmrangaon, it is obvious Uiat neither duty could be wdl 
performed. The rcsnlls of this ptrsimoiiious policy ore shown, ns 
far as tlic W. Agency' is concerned, in a most unpleasant light by 
Cnpt. Graham. 

This period of the corps’ history, thougii deficient in actual 
fighting, is noteworthy for the careful organization by the Con - 
mandont of Uic enormous quantity of dctodimcnt duty expected of 
his corps. That Uiis duty, extending over n province 180 miles 
'long and 100 miles broad, was cheerfully performed by tlic men, 
'and resulted -in no complaints' from Government or the publicris a 
iiiatter of 'credit to ail concerned. In answer to n. query from the 
.Viififary Board os to the duties of his corps, Capt. Grolinm rqioi^ 
OB under. The horsiinen referred to are- 'from the Poona Auxiliary 
.Horse, small bodies of which coriw formed the mounted police of the 
'distri^ 

The Horsmiieiv- and BIiB cerpa ore stationed in eighteen posts 
■er a- surface 'of ecunti^y cxtcadiifg 180’ miles In'IragUi and 
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upwards of 100 miles in breadth ; they guard all the district 
jails and treasuries, escort prisoners and treasure to head- 
quarters, form Wic escort parties of the Collector and his 
Assistant, Civil Engineers, etc., and have for the last five years 
been distributed on posts along tlic frontier of tlie troubled 
districts of the Soattnulla Range, the Dang and the Saatpura 
Mountains, having in their keeping every post in Khandcs 
formerly held with such loss of life by the troops of the 
Line. The bazar, opium, magisterial, and Mamletdar’s 
guards at Dhoolia, to the amount of 70 men on daily duty, 
arc also furnished from the Bheel Corjjs whose total of men 
absent on duty from headquarters amounts to (6S8) sis: 
hundred and twenty-eight. In cases of aggression from 
beyond the frontier as well as of internal gang robberies the 
nearest post is marched to the scene of disturbance to act at 
the requisition of the Police authorities. 

(Signed) D.C. GRAHAM, 

Commanding BJieel Corps. 

Before concluding this chapter, it is necessary to allude to the 
deacendants of the Khandesh Bliil Corps. ITic Collectors of 
Alimednagar and Poona modelled tlicir Police forces on it as far as 
might be. 

How Outram called for a strong detachment to Gujarath, to assist 
in forming the local Koli Corps, has already been described. 
Further, at Outi'am’s instance, volunteers were asked from the 
Khandesh Bhil Corps to assist in embodying a local corps in Malwa. 
This corps is still in existence, and is thus a direct descendant of the 
Khandesh Corps. Not actually assisted by men from Khandesh, 
but modelled on the corps at Outram’s suggestion, is the Mewar 
Bhil Corps. The letter written by Outram to -advocate its formation 
will clearly show this, and incidentally is of great interest -as it 
proves how Outram traces the success of the Khandesh Corps to the 
foresight and genius of Mountstuort Elphinstone. 

Sia. 

In compliance with your request I have the honour to forward 
to you the under-mentioned documents relating to the Bheel 
Corps, whiclt I raised in Candeish and lately- commanded, and 
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I sincerely hope that the success which has attended that 
measure and ilic beneficial results accruing from it, maj' 
encourage the officer appointed to raise the Serohie Legion 
to embody his corps from among the feudatory tribes it is 
intended to keep in cliecfc, which foreign mercenaries or any 
other class of soldiery will’ -never, I am confident, so effectuallj' 
restrain, liowcvcr highl3- disciplined maj- be the men or 
zealous the officers. 

! Through 'the Candcisli Bliccl Corps Government has secured 
the whole of that class in the province (calculated at one- 
eight of tile population) and the internal peace of tliat 
extensive district, formerly the most disturbed in this pre- 
sidency. The corps also effectuallj' checks all tlie wild 
tribes occupying the jungles beyond its frontier, the strongest 
in India. There is also a great pecuniary saving besides, 
the Bhccl Corps not costing one half of the establishineuts 
which have been disbanded in consequence of its success (viz- 
a Local Corps of Infantry, 200 Auxiliary Horse, and a large 
body of District Sebundy). There is a saving also of re- 
missions which formerly amounted to a large sum on account 
of the plundering, burnings, and ravages of tlie Bhecls. 

3 Consider also the expense of Batta and Field Equipments to 
troops of tlio Line (which were annually and incffcctually 
employed to suppress the Bheels in whole Brigades), Hie 
wear and tear and injury to regiments, caused by large 
detachments of regular troops which were maintained 
at the most unhealthy outposts,- the great increase 
to the' pension list (to which Regiments serving in Candcisli 
• sent three times the number of disabled sepoys to those serving 
in any other part of the Bombay Presidency) the exposure 
of; European officers (whose tours of duty in Candeish was 
formerly looked upon as a mere toss up for life). All these 
■ , disadvantages have been removed by the happy measure of 
securing to our interest the turbulent tribes which caused 
the injury. 

ii Even did we not benefit so substantially as I have pointed 
out, the humanity of the measure alone should advocate its 
adoption, and I do humbly Hiink that the most blessed act of 
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Mr. Elphinstoue’s public life was insisting on entertaining 
.and in trusting Bhccl soldiery — ^notwithstanding the repeated 
strenuous opposition of ttie local officers avIio dreaded tlie 
danger of the attempt. His superior mind foretold the 
advantages whidi would result from Bheel reform (the con- 
sequence of its success) and that success must ever attend a 
measure founded on humanity and mercy if properly pursued. 
Well would tliat great man now be rewarded, could he visit 
Candeish, and see the s'late to whidi he has been the cause of 
raising the formerly miserable an«l outcast Bheel, who now 
mixes with tlie highest castes on an equality and feds an 
equal interest in the prosperity of the land to that of our 
most loyal subjects. 

[nnumcrable arc the proofs I could adduce of the gratitude of 
the Bhcels of Candeish to our Government and of their devo- 
tion to us in our service, but were I to dwell on these subjects 
as my heart u-ould dictate, 1 should transgress far on your 
time and patience. I will therefore merely now mention the 
superiority of Bheel troops. For mountain warfare they 
arc admirable Light Infantry and cheerfully follow 
their officers wherever they will lead, which j’ou personally 
witnessed in the detachment you saw on my escort at Oody- 
poor. Though engaged only for Local Service in Candeish, 
these men hud undertaken a march of 1,S00 miles, 
tn proof of what I have advanced I have the honour to 
fonvard several instances of the good services of the cox’ps 
(in addition to the documents you required, showing the 
mode of raising it, which are contained in No. 1) vit:. No. 3, 
the ' copy of a report of a skirmish between young Bheel 
recruits in our service and their clansmen opposed to us, to 
prove their fidelity and spirit on tlie first opportunity I had 
of putting them to triak- - 

The papers (No. 8) (on the subject of the -settlement of a 
jungle territory bordering on the west of Candeish called the 
Daung which our troops had never heretofore Ventui’cd into, 
though our Surat and. neghbouring distaicts had suffered 
from the annual inroads of Uie Bhcels •from-tllewi,; for half a 
• -century "past; to check .which' permanent ntilitai'y detacliments 
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IiocI alwitys lieeti iiiaiiitniiuxi on tlip boi-dcr) are given to 
uliow tlic power wbirli Blicel .\gcncy gives over simikir tribes 
in wild districts. Troops of the Line iilonc ncrar could luivc 
succeeded, but the Bliecl Corps (thou{^i not. particnlftrly 
mentioned) wiu tlie actual mudiiucry with whicli I woi-ked, 
and through it I secured tlic rude Bhccl allies and occonu 
plislied in one montli without bloodshed, what would have 
been attended witlt much loss of life and ^■crJ doubtful 
success had Regulars been cmplo3’ed. 

N Xo. 4 is advanced as an cxmnplc of military serviee of the 
Bliecl Corjis and to show how cordialh- and successfully it 
acts III concert with troops of the Line. The part of the 
Satpooni Mountains and Nemar where we operated on tlinl 
occasion, is the strongest country I ran conceive (and almost 
totally unknown) altliough 1 hai-c penetrated all tiie wildcat 
haunts on tliis side of India, tliose dividing this country from 
Mcyw'ar not excepted. 

1) Xo. fi is an instance of the extraordinary eflidcncy of the 
Bhccl Corps ns police. In this case not only did a score of 
Bhcd sepoys seize upwards of 500 Bhccls and otlicr desperate 
rliaracters, but tliey also procured the evidence neccssoiy to 
convict the guilty and were the only guards over them daring 
n month. 1 was occupied on their trial witli the dis- 
advantage of has-ing onl}- on extensive Gurry to confine 
them in, and with no means of separating, fettering, or 
shutting tliem up, so tlwt nothing but the vigilance of the 
Guard could prevent any attempt on the part of the prisoners 
to overpower iL To tliis 1 will odd for your information 
tlint the evidence was so complete that of 198 prisoners who 
were committed, only 1-^ were acquitted, and the whole of the 
i-est were sentenced to various terms of from T to 14 years. 

lU These instances have been adduced to show the nature of it- 
service, and tlins has the corps been constantly emplo^-ed 
ever nnee December 18S6, now nearly 10 years, daring whicli 
it liad never (when I left a year ago) failed in a single 
instance of effecting the object required, and with sudi 
address and activity as generally to aeeomplish it immediately 
-and without bloodshed. Whether apprehending offenders as 
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police, or suppressing and dispensing rebelliousljands, it had 
never betrayed a trust erthor of prisoners, ti'ensuro, or pro- 
perty. No other punishments have been inflicted on its 
members than dismissal from the corps (except in one or 
two instances of individuals having been made over to the 
civil power for petty theft after dismissal from the corps 
witii public disgrace). Though Bhccls arc prone to drunk- 
enness in their wild state, an instance of any excess of that 
nature is now scarcely ever heard of in the corps, from which 
the offender is invariably dismissed on repetition of the 
offence, and in the first instance if on duty. 

11 I also send three reports of the Collectors of Candeish, one 
by Colonel Robertson, dated 18th March 1835, before the 
commencement of the Bheel reform, another by G. • Giberne, 
£sg., dated 10th November 1828, after its accomplishment, 
and a third by Mr. Boyd of later date, that you may com- 
pare the state of that country at those periods. 

12 I am induced to transmit such very voluminous documents 
in the anxiety that you should be fully impressed with the 
advantages of engaging a portion of the wild tribes of your 
frontier to control the rest, having heard that 'a body of 
troops is about to be established at Serrohie for that pur- 
pose. Should it he chiefly composed of Bheels and Kholies 
ns Infantry and the Rajputs of the country as Horse, and 
should similar measures be adopted on this side of ithe border 
(which I have had the honour to recommend and submitted 
for youi‘ oonsidei-ation), I would confidently prognosticate n 
similar happy result to what has rewarded us in Candeish ! 

13 Annexed is a present state of the Candeish Bheel Corps and its 
expense. You will observe that there arc 67 Regulars) this is a 
draft from the Line permanently attached to the Bheel Corps, 
but retaining the pay and privileges of the Line, the remain- 
ing 802 are Bheels, tothl 869 ; these are divided into nine 
Companies, to each of which Is attaclied a Bugler and a 
Bhee-stee, tlie whole expense of the Corps (exclush’e of 
European officers) being Rupees 5,265^ monthly. 

I have the lionoim to be, etc. 

(Signed.) JAMES OUTRAM, 

Political Agent. 

^Ihyeelcaiintii. 
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Oatnun contiiiiiallj alhidn to tlie KImiidadi BhO Corpa na tha 
liiaLof it* kiiuL The Conit of Diwetmia. Iioirevar, wideatTy co m piired 
it with tiiat ndaad among the Paliadjna by (leniland of Dhngolpnr. 

Tho follawing ia an csbnet from a Dcapateh from the Comt 
noKTCdinl886:— 

Hu odmixaiila conAut of tho oOetmto ohomtim imnirffiiilo 
cxecutiTe dntiea nm oonfldeA mpedony of Uajor Orana and 
loeulcnaiib Ontnun, haa hean the mcona of efflaating a emn- 
pleta dumgo in Ihc habit« of Um Bfaed tribea. Th^ have 
imintaally ohoadoned their predatory hohita^ th^ on noir a 
pr oa p ewna ogiienlfamil eommnnity, from among liiamaaoipa 
hna been fonneAoiiuli hiM atleinied ao high n aiatn of diadplino 
and eflleieney Uwt to ita proteetion the tmnqpillitgr of the 
ronnlry ia nor in n great degree co n MeA and Iq- its means a 
dcgrre of awnrily, both of pers o n and propefly, appeois to 
be nuunliiino^ viiich is aroraely eneOed in any part of TnAo. 

B This aignal faurtonee of (rhat re hare so olUm hnptmaednpan 


nndriKaed and predatory tribaa to order and «*■*—■«% ia 
one of dm moat gratifying erenfa in the leeent hutory of 
BriKdi IhAa and re tnuL that the anecem of yonr meoanxea 
win iin pr e m upon onr InAsn Oorcmmentllio policy as rell os 

^ia rise and bcneroient polii^ wna firot adapted by the Into 
3fr. Clneiond in the Diatriet of Bongnlparo aomo fifty yene 
ago, and ms attended with hingnlaT snooem in leoibdming line 
lull peo]^ of that diatriet from n alale of tho utin e et bazbnr- 
iam, and the monory of tiuteaodienl oflber iry ve mideratanA 
held far rofacenee^ eren at tho preaent day by tho rade tzibea 
rho fnhehitrd the hilb oe wd u by the inhabftantB of flm 

Wo dmbe that yon wSl e uuuin micate to IC^jar Oma and Uen^ 
enaatOalma^ onr pnrticnlar approbnCion of their eondnoL 
We 004 eta, etew 

• LnaoK, Hu M Afril, 188B. 

nm esplnnntion of tha paindoz nnidd appear to b^ not that 
Onbom woe ignorant of GfaralanA but that Ghmlamlt oorpe ma 
nuRV of Babm of tiw Xhondoilt a oot 


lertion of pnrelj loeol dntiea lalher than a toomed 

md orgoniicd icgimenb of Idgiit Infantay. 
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CAPTAIN MORRIS, ACTING CoaiMANDAN"!’, AND 
CAPTAIN GRAHAM COMMANDANT. 

T he daj's of regular orgaiiiziition and steady developcment were 
destined to end immediately after the call of Captain Graham to 
the presidency ' on .secret service’. In the hot weal her of 1S41 an 
Insurrection broke out among the Bliil-s between the Tapti and Nar- 
luxia, to tlio north and west of tl»e Sindva Pass, which 'nccc-ssitatcd an 
active campaign. The Collector was reluctant to resort to arms and 
Gowrnraent even reproached him for his delay. The force which was 
subsequently assembled in Maj* consisted of 1 00 men of the BhiJ 
Corps, 60 of Llie Poona Auxiliarj* Horse, and .»0 of the 2Snd N. 1. 
under a Subednr. In a few daj-s these men liad murcbecl to the Nar- 
bada, had a .skirmish in very bad countr3% and j)ut to flight tlie gang. 
Capl.'iin Morris’ letter here reproduced is brief cnougli. Rut con.si- 
dcrlng that the Satpura Hills near the Akrani, where the operations 
took place, arc 4!, 000 ft. high, and so sleep that even a wounded 
bison cannot charge up them, considering also that the .shade tempe- 
rature in Maj- is between 112® and 120®. and that water is ver,v 
scarce, the work must have been none of the lightest. 

To 

R, K. PRINGLE, Esq., 

COLLECTOn OF Khandesh, 

NlrSDOOEBAll. 

SlB, 

I have the honour to report I have received information of Bham- 
nia Naik hawng been killed by some of the sowars of Major 
rettingnl’s Detachment on the 22nd instant. 

2 It appears that he left his gang with a few followers and pro-, 
ceeded to the ravine where the .skirmish took place between 
my detachment, and part of his gang ort the 21st instant to 
ascertain, it is supposed, whetlicr the person killed on tliat 
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occosiou wnb liib broUicp-in-Iair or ncii^ lutd tliut during Lm 
slnj Uifirc a purLr of Horse fell in nith liim and killed him 
after a short struggle. 

S Previous to hearing of Ids dcathi 1 Iiad made arrangements to 
attadc him and his gang tiiis morning at daybreak, and 
Accordingly marched upon this spot where 1 was snre of com- 
ing upon them, but after a liarassing night march over a 
rugged and difBcnlt road I arrived here only to learn of the 
dispersion of tlic whole gang on account of the report of his 
dcatli luving reached them. 

4 I intend following the caltic np and expect to be able to re- 
covxr them in a da 3 - or two. 

o I also hare planned an attack on Dowlea V htronghold as soon 
as my spies return. 

1 Iiarc the honour lo be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

W. T. MOfiBlS, 

Bheel Agent. 

Camp Babree, SAth Mag 1841. 

Probably it was in this expedition that the great drum or 
Xagam of the Bhil Corps, now in the Police Training Bohool Mem at 
Xasik, was captured. 

The effect of tlic capture or death of the Bhil leader was 
Instantaneous. Captain Morris wos immediatdy able to return to 
Khandesh, the infantry- were sent back to Molcgaon, and quiet was 
restored. It is notable that Shaja Sing, Outram’s nominee for the 
Sindva Pass wardenahip, acquitted himself creditably on this 
occasion. 

The Rains of 1841 were banUy over, when disturbing news come 
from the east of the province. A pvrson dressed as an ascetic had 
prodded himself to be the Rx-Raja of Nagpur, had descended 
from the lulls to the north of Beror, in the coimtry between the Tapti 
and Puma Riven, had occupied Jalgoon Jamod, the principal town of 
the neighbourhood, and was spreading his usuipatibn over that part 
of Bidia. His forces were reported to number from 8,000 to 5,000 
men. Letters from him inviting recruits (or Ihe'rdiel army were dis- 
covered. In short, an attack on Khandesh &om,ths east was imminent. 
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The means of communicatioii wore scanty- and irregular, but sufficient 
news was received to cause troops to be massed at Asirgadh, while 
the co-operation of H. H. the Nizam’s forces was invited and the Bhil 
Corps, under Captain Morris in Raver and Captain Auld in Bodvad, 
lined the frontier. I’ortunatcly a bold coup by the Nizam’s 
troops effected the capture of the “ Ex-Raja,” and the dispersion 
of the rebels, but this happy ending did not occur until the Bhil 
Corps had undergone a great deal of harassing work. 

Early in 1842 Lieutenant Hoarc resigned the Adjutancy on the 
ground of incessant ill-liealth,nnd Ensign Hunter was appointed in his 
stead. Ho was dulj- sworn in as Assistant to the Collector and 
IMagistrate, and the formal oaih is preserved. It is interesting 
enough to reproduce := 

1 James Hunter appointed Assistant to [lie JIngistrate of the 
Zilla of Caudeish do solemnly declare that I will to the 
best of my ability preserve the peace of the said Zilla ; that 
1 will act with impartiality and integrity and will not exact 
or receive, directly or indirectly or knowingly permit any 
person under my control or in my service to exact or receive, 
directly or indirectly, any fee, rcivard or emolument whatever, 
in tlio execution of or on account of any' matter relating to 
the duties of my office excepting such as the orders of the 
Governor in Council do or may expressly authorize, and that ' 
I will perform the duties of my office, according to the best 
of my knowledge, abilities and judgment, conformably to the 
regulations that have been or may be passed by the Governor 
in Council. 

JAaiES HUNTER, 

Assistant Magistrate. 

Declared before me thi.s ISth day of May 1842. 

W. T. MORRIS, 

Assistant Magistrate, 

The new Adjutant did not arrive in time to take part in a 
campaign which was organized in the spring of 1842. A year ago 
the Bhils to the west of the Sindva Pass had been dispersed. This 
year those to the east were attacked. The troops employed were all 
from the Bhil Corps, with some Poona Irregular Horse. In order 
to make more men available, the numerous guards at Dhulia wer< 
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supplied by the lleifuliut.. C'lijdniii Aiild was culled up from Kannad 
iind assisted Captain Morris. The opcnituiiK an. summed up in a 
Uespatcli from tiie ColIccLur, of which an extract is here given: — 
Caiitnin Morris commenced his operations about the beginning of 
March, when he was joined by his second in command. Captain 
Auld, who was withdrawn from ilie ihitics of his ngeiic}’ 
at Kunnur, the situation of Adjutant of tlie corps being at 
that time vacant. The aecompanv-ing documents Xo. 1 to S6 
are the successive reports of the progress of his operations, 
together with the collateral correspondeiire with the authori- 
ties in Malwu and Xiinar to which they gave occasion, and 
the last in the scrieii Xo. So is his final report* of the nature 
and re-iilta of the <ipcrations to which I would solicit tiic 
special attention of Go^‘erllmcllt. 

From tlicse doetiincnts the II. E. the G. in C. will Icai'u that Cap- 
Uiii 31 orris by a series of persiwcring and well directed move- 
ments has succccdcil in tliofuil attainmont of his object before 
the approadi of the rains. Tlic wtislcru tract of the Salpoora 
mils has been thoroughly scoured and a salutary awe lias 
been impressed on the Bhccls in that quarter, who had so 
often distuibed tlie peace of Uic snrrounding country with 
impunity. Of tlieir five principal leaders four hare been 
apprdiendcd and the fifth and roost notorious was killed in 
an attempt to resist his captors. Of the foUow'ers 163 hare 
been seized, and, with the chiefs, await the ulterior proceed- 
ings which justice or policy may require. 

Captain Morris -recommends the cstoblislnnent of a Satpura 
Bbil Agency, with power to create and finance agricultural settle- 
ments, similar to that already working in the Satmalos. He also 
dqdorcs the state of the country near Chopda and Yaral, whidi had 
been taken over' from Sindia, but again bonded back to him. He 
notes that as long as it remains in Sindia’s hands, so long must the 
peace of tlie province suffer, the foreign territory being regarded 
by the Bhil rebels as a safe asylum. The Collector, however, holds 
oufc.no hopes in cither direction. 

In this campoign Khoja Sing again gpve valuable asaistaace, 
and was rewarded with Bs. 100 for capturing one of the rebel 
Chiefs. 
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jDul'iiig IbiJj Captain Morrisi- seems to Iiavc introduced ovci‘ 
the province gcnerall3’ a systoii ivliicli was already in force in the 
Southern Agenc}', to wil, the compulsion of all village Bhils to 
present themselves before the Patil for roll call, or ‘ hazari.’ This 
system still exists, and given an honest Patil, is most useful in the 
detection of crime. A Bhil who has been absent from roll call is at 
once put under suspicion of having been aM'aj- for no honest 
.purpose. To be absent on their lawful occasions, all the Bhils 
have to do is to procure a ‘ chit ’ from the Patil, stating their 
names and residence, and the purpose of their journey. 

In the hot weather of IS-fS Capt. jMorris was sent to the 
Dangs to meet Mr. Boj’ce, Government Timber Agent. He traversed 
the whole western part of the prox'ince, and took the opportunitj- 
again strongly to recommend the replacement of the Western Bhil 
Agent. Incidentally he made sonic remarks on the condition of the 
Dang timber trade, which npjiarencly atti-actcd little notice .it the 
time. They are, however, a sufficieiitl3- clear statement in themselves 
of tlic polic3- adopted b3’ Government 60 years later, unfortunately 
after much of the best forest had been ruined. 

The tract of eouiitiw called the Dang is our south-western 
boundary, and its Inhabitants though wild and naturally 
predatory, yet I trust ivill soon improve. The Chiefs like the 
other petty Rajahs are swayed by money-lenders into 
whose debt they arc easil3' led, and the produce of their 
country is then taken to repay a debt which the mone3'- 
lenders take good core is never finally settled and which tlie 
recklessness of the Chiefs, their wantoniiess and ignorance 
increases, instead of decreasing. The re-estnblishment of the 
Western Agency as suggested in my letter to the Collector, 
dated 27th May, 1841, would do much good, but as the Dang 
Chiefs are quite independent, all attempts at improvement 
should occasion such apparent and real advantage as would 
at once induce them to adopt them, for instance, recruiting 
a company of men from the Dang in the Bheel Corps is now- 
felt an act of kindness and consideration towards tliem, 
and the superintendence of an Agent to whom the3- could 
apply for adidce and in whom they had confidence would do 
more to reclaim them than an3'tliing else, but -we must first 
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quietly poiiif out to them tlie war to clear IhemselTCB 
from the power of the money-lcudcrs and that then the 
produce of their country will Boon turn to their own 
advantage. But another great drawback to the prosperity 
of the Dang and one whidi will keep the inhobitantis in its 
present miserable state until mensures are adopted to reclaim 
them, is, that the principal produce of the Dang being 
tcakwood, and the traffic for years haring been almost 
entirely carried on with the inhabitants of Surat, th^ 
pnrdinsc the finest timber nlmosb for nothing, and the spirit 
in which tliis traffic is carried on, being for mere personal 
gain, notliing is looked to by these traders but actual profit. 
The mischief of such traffic to the improrement of the Dong 
Is erident and must, if allowed to continue, drain the country 
of it« finest timber without any returns. I am aware of a 
Naval Officer having been sent up to examine and report on 
this timber and open a traffic for it> but these Chiefs, like 
other Chiefs, look to tixe authorities with whom commimi- 
cation on all matters concerning Uicm is authorized, and 
any other negotiation than ilic established one would fail, 
and it ii my humble opinion tlmt more could be done tlirougb 
the authorities of Khandesh than tlirougii any other. I have 
no doubt these Chiefs would willingly give up trafficking with 
the Surat traders if our Government would open a traffic 
with them, and tliis change in their afibirs would do more to 
reclaim these inliabitants from their wild state and to throw 
a little weaMi into their hands, than anything I know. 
Besides this advantage it would be a mercy to save so un- 
tutored a race from their present actually miserable condition, 
whidi is in a great measnre to be accounted for from our 
little intercourse with them and the ruinous traffic whidi has 
been carried oa with Snrat. An Agent from the Indian 
Navy of conciliatory disposition and well acquainted with 
the language, if sent to the Dong through the Collector of 
Klumdcsli, might in the propw season visit every part of 
iliis country and report on tlie timber, but I would respect- 
fully suggest that all commnnication on this point should 
originate tram the Ehandeah Collector as hitherto done. 
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Bcfoi-c llic rains of lSd>S set in, taro more flisturbiinccs took place. 
A gang appeared in the Salnialu.s eiusL of Kannad, .aiid was dealt willi 
for tlie time being by H. H. fclic Nizam’s troops, tlie Bliil Agent merely 
keeping watch on thefronticr. Two fresh rebels collected n gang in the 
Satpuvas. As no European officer was at hand, the Subedar-Major 
of the Bhil Corps was sent after them with 50 men. This is the 
first time a native officer w.as sent out to active service in independ- 
ent command. The gang was dispersed, but the leaders escaped, 
owing to tlie apathy or treachery of Sindia’s authorities at Yaval, 

Captain Graham returned to the command in June, and Captain 
IMorris took over the Kannad Agency, and 2nd in command’s office. 
He at once found it ncce-ssary' to hunt down the Satmala gang, 
under Bnherya Naik, and undorlook a chase through the mountains, 
whicli lasted a monlh, and can have been no pleasant job in July 
and August. The man was ultimately captured in a village near 
Pachora, where Sindin'.s antliorilics had long connived at his finding 
a ref ugc. 

The statements of Bahorya Nnik’s gang, one of them his 
own brother, eonfirming iheir participation in Baherya’s doings, 
are worth reading. They .show tlie extraordinary mobility of the 
Bhils, and the rapidity with whicli news of the prospect of loot was 
circulated. The stories of these men, added to tJic depositions of 
other.! of the gang, too diffuse for reproduction, indicate a series 
of raids, principally in the Satmalas, but extending to Pimpalner, 
the Satpuras, Malkapur in Berar, and the Purii.'i River in H. H.’s 
dominions. The gang wn.s able to dissolve into thin air, or 
reassemble in formidable numbers, at a monioiil’s notice. Tlic 
duplicity of Sindia’s officers is also strongly onipha.sized. 

Evidence taken before Captain Benjamin Baillic Johnson, Su- 
perintendent of the Regiment of Hill Rangers at the 
Boordane Camp. 

Evidence of Fukeera alios Andelya 'Wullud Luddoo Naik and 
brother of Byria Naik of the Bheel caste and about the age 
of 35 years, inhabitant of the village of Cheetzpoor in the 
Pachora pergunnah in tlie territory of H. H. Sindia. 

On the 5th of July 1843 the above-mentioned Captain Johnson 
having called me before him, directed me to state what 
I knew in the matter of Byria and Sew Ram Nalks and 
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wnriiFtl niP iioi fa rniirpal nnvlliiii;; linl. sliiio llir whole 
Iriitli. I, therefore, dedore timl llyrin hiaik escaped from 
the Hydraliad Jail, mine to the rillnf^c of Kursance, in the 
Jnmnnir Tnlooka, whirli is in the Iloiioralilc Coinp!in3'V 
Territory*, and remained for six months in the house of his 
fnthcr-in*]aw Dooiignr Xaik who it a Wjittundnr of that 
place, after which B^ria Xaik assembled 

1 Dongya BhecI of the Anllaije of T^ngaon:(^Iungaum or 
. Lnngaum) in the Company's tcrritoryi. 

1 . Jrysingya Bhccl of the abos-CMnrntiotied village. 

1 Xagyn Bhcel of the nliorc-inentioned village. 

1 Doongyii Bhccl of the village of Chcctx Khaim in the 
iiforesnid territory. 

Tiu- nlMve^tinmed four Khcols were enneeriicd in the attack 
upon the Ciorormiieni Trciisiiry at Pinipuinnir. 'flicse and 
other ten Bliccls of the village of Knimiiiger and I.angaon, 
which are in the C'om|mny*s tcrrilory, llyrin Xaik took with 
liim to Sew llam Xaik at 2ilu1cnpanr. How ninny Bheels 
he collected in the Mitlcapoov Pnrgnnnnh I do not know, 
hut thc^u both Xnikt having collected bands went to the 
Snt]ioam Mountains. These latter Bliccls had plundered 
a village Jnlra or Fair and whilst carrying the boot}' into 
the S.'itpoora Sloiintainn tlic bands of the first named Bheels 
met them. Tlic result of this meeting was that Byria Nmk 
and his band of Bheds took by force tlic booty from tlic 
others and carried it to the village in which Sew Ram Naik 
lived, and tiicrc sold it. After this tJicy' plundered a s-illagc 
near the Sntpoora Mountains and sold the boofy in the 
village of Laiigaon where Sew Ram Xaik with his band 
remained. About onc.month elapsed when Byria Naik came 
alone to tlie house of bis sister-in-law, where he remained. 
Tliis house u in the s-illage of Hodsn, in the Outran Fur- 
gannah, which is in the Company’s territory. Ihis woman's 
name 1 do not know, but she is a Wnttundareen. From 
that place he came to mo at the village of Bhaje Giectxpoor, 
wliieh is in Sindia's territory', and be there told me what I 
have above stated, adding that I had better go with him 
there, for there was plen^ of booty to be obtained in tliat 
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direction. We told him we would not go, bub if there 
was anything to be got in the villages or on the roads 
round about .the place we were at we would accompany 
him ; on this Byria Naik asked me and three or four 
other Bhecls what we expected to obtain where we were 
and he told us that if we plundered on the road wc should 
get at any rate four rupees each and would be able to live 
comfortably. 

With thi.s design we became the companions of Syria. Our 
intentions, however, were discovered by Unwur IClian Desmook 
of the Pachorn Purgannah in Sindia's territory, who, there- 
fore, sent a sipnhi to bring us to Pachorn. Then Byria 
Naik, Raniolmndrn Pal el of Ihe A'illage of Bhaje Chcetzpur, 
nininizn Fnkeer also of iblint place. Bhorjyti BhecI, Naik 
of the .same village, and Shanijee Blieel, Naik of the Seewan 
Purgannah, Ihesc having gone to Unwur Khan Desmook at 
Pachorn, sub.scribcd one rupee each and made to him a 
" nuzzur ” of ten rupec.s. The Desmook then told us on 
no account to allow ourselves to be laid hold of, and to 
exercise our vocation without ho.s-itation, hut he prohibited 
the commission of any violence in cither the Company's or 
Sindia’s territories. On the Dukkun Ghauts, however, in 
Bci'ar, and other iilaccs wo might plunder ns much as wc 
pleased, but that whatever booty wc obtained one half was 
to bo his shai-c and the other ours. To this wc agreed and 
Byria with the rest of us left the place. Wc went to the 
village of KunkrnUa which is below Shahgur, in Sindia’s 
■ territory and remaining there collected forty men. Their 
names are n.s follows. 

1 Byria Naik. 

1 I myself. 

2 men of the village of Bhaje Chcotzpur in Sindia’s 
territory, vh .-. — 

1 Bhoorjya Bhecl 

1 Luriya Bhecl. 

2 
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6 Bhccis of the -village of ICandolc in Sindia's territory 
vis : — 

1 Bhikun Bhed. 

1 Khuiidoo Bhccl. 

■t of Khundoo's brotlicr* wliose names 1 do not know. 


4 Bhecls of the Warrcc of Shewun, vis : — 

1 Guntiya Bhecl. 

1 Talkiya Bhecl. 

1 Munnoo Bhccl. 

1 Siwriya Bheel. 

i 

4 Bhcclii of the •\-illagc of Snhronc in Unwur Klmn Desmook’s 
District in the Purgannah of Pachora in Sindia’s territory, 
vis : — 

1 JIahloo Noik. 

1 Ruguja Bhccl. 

1 Tarrajee Naik. 

1 Fandoo Bhccl. 

4 

4 Bheels of iJie village of Goorano Klian in Sindia’s territory 

1 Morkiya Bheel. 

1 Yes-want Bhecl. 

. 1 Bhagiya Bhccl. 

1 Heerajee Bheel. 

4 

5 BIiccls of the village of Warrolee in Sindia’s territory, -wa. — 

Sowtoo Bheel and his brotlicrs. 
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1 Uhcris Ilf >lu' villlij'f Ilf Wtii'i'iiiiiu l’lli‘•;n||tmtl of I’tinliorn in 
SiiiiliiiV li-rriliirvi I'ii.: — 

I I>r.i»uii JIIii'tI. 

1 Sycl Nnik, ii WtiUuiuliir. 
a Jilni'ls wlin-f iiiiiiM-s I fill noL kiinn . 


10 lilircl*. fniiii llio C‘oni|mny*' l«>rrilory n.s rolLow^: — 

lilircl*. of I he riil.'igi* (if !lud%iiii.l*iirf'<iiiiiHli Outrun. 

■J Hlii-i-l- of till* villn/'f K<ioruuii;{i-L- in lliu iiliuvr I’lir- 
f'liiiiinti. 

1 Dunii^iir N'liik. 

1 Kiiii>.iiit Nnik. 
a Sun*. Ilf Kiiu*.iin. 

H lilu*i*ls uf till* vill«K‘* ‘'f ’• ' 

1 .ly'iiif^yn. 

1 lilinriyu liln*i*l. 

I Duni'yn niiifl. - . ■ 

1 NiiKyu llln*i*l. 

1 I)uun}ryii Hliuul. 

1 Son of .ly.singyii. 

1 Ur7.ouii lilioi-l. . 

1 Sun of I'niuon I)lu*vl. 

'J'lii: follon-iii); tJ Klii'i'l*. iH-loiifr to Siiiilia\ lKi*ritoi*y, vis .: — 

1 Sliani.if i. Nnik llliccl. — 

1 Cioonyn Nnik Kliuonilnle .Iiilkfc., . 

1 (TUnilyn Hlii*i*l Klinonclnli* .lnlki*i*. -> 

1 Chiint'yn Nnik Illnx*! of Uit;,jJ|lrttjK:.jiJ[:.Jtipuklia, Piip- 
{'niiiinli WnlilcL*. 

1 Miiiiyii Nnik JJlicvl of Blii.i:l^qrj-j>i:_.io UnLuur I’ur- 
gniiiiiili. 

1 UuLnya Nnik of llic abort* plncv. futber-in-lnn- of 
Munyn Nnik. 

1 Lnlliu Bhccl of Slmikpoor Khan. 

1 Lallin Bhccl. . . 

I'Blioorjn' SI imL 
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Tliu iibovc-iiiuiilioncti iiuuibci- ol' BliocK n-a> colleclL-tl Jiiicl 
besides tlicsc two I’jitels o(‘ the village of Xaiidc in the 
Siiwalde 13.11’ee Purgnnuah bec.iiiie our aeroinplij-es to give 
Us intelligence ; their iiaines I do not know but lliey bore 
the relation to each other of uncle and nejihcw. Ueing all 
together we first plundered on the road a Jntra of Dewal- 
gauni at the boundaiy of Sconce ; but a detachment of the 
Surkar’s Sewars and Sipahics cause after us and we fled from 
thence to the Itiver Jfehc below the ghauts. From this 
phicc VC went to the village of Piittir Goth’a which is near 
Pimpree and within the Cuiiipuin’.s territory. There we 
entered tlic jungles. At thi.s time the two Patels of Naiidc, 
our givei’s of intcUigcncc, were with us. TIicj- told us of 
the vilhsge of Xsiisdc in Use Ssiwulde Bsis'ee Pssrgansiah in 
Sindiu’s twritoi’y. We consequently iu Use evening attacked 
Sind plundered iU The Patels told us to burn it to tise 
ground, but this we did not do. Leaving Nandc we svent 
to the Dhond Vcchceree nulhi sit Tondapoor, and tlicn dh’ided 
Use booty into two shsircs, one of which we gave to those 
two Patels and kept for ourselves that which rcmaisicd, of 
which each- ssian received his share. We then sepavated and 
'each man .went to his house. One montli had elapsed when 
ShamjoB -Xaik of the village of Bhuepoor sent a snang to 
-Byrift-Xaik’ and iny.self at the village of Bhajo Cheetzpoo. 
That--kiung-told- tis • tlust •Shamjce'Xflik of ■Seoiiec Bhakur 
sent-isitclHgenee-Uiat-sosrn.' wealthy tuiloiv were coming to 
tlwiMiiswsibbazUitr.-' Iie/tlieTefm'cV re'iplc'.fed’usto bring a 
bahd-of Inen quicklyr-'On'liKtrhig ■'Utie Uyfia 'Nuik and I 
took wiUi us botb'tlwr'Bhccls-" of'tmr -Awnttfritbry and those 
jf 'the- Company whose' ai«"ivrttleli' dovii and went 

to 'the mountalhs"tff the Mhal"Df Vetal Wari'ce" where there 
are. some ^-acated caves. '-At this place v'e" 'met Changoo 
V'aik -ahd-*Slikmjee--Xarlr •BbokunJunwUlla-who had collected 
thirty'tnt!ii.---’With fhe-Patcls of 'NaWde' we amounted alto- 
5<Sicir*to''a band of' about s't've'Bty'niOT.‘’"'riie whole being 
assemblcd'we’rraained- that day' thefe' and" at ’ night went 
to--fhiEL vHlage of" BhewpoOf' 'in tiffBh'okurdun Turgannah 
and rcinained nrihe jaff^f neM‘Uiaii"p^el ’"Alter staying 



llicrc )i (lily iiiid iiigliL, ivc Jay in wiiit iMirly iiciir llic Awimiicj' 
l-oiul ; there iit aboiii; 9 o’clock in the inorniiig we saw some 
inerchiinls anti atUickctl and plundered them, IJicy were eiglit 
in number. Two of tliese merchants cscajicd willi their 
horses, tlio remaining six ive plundered. From them we took 
between (1300 and 1600) liftccii and sixteen hundred Chan- 
dorc and Compan3'’s rupees, some copper coin, dishes, clotlis, 
and wliatevcr projjcrtj' bhc3' had. From tlmt place on that 
ver^’ daj' we fled to the deserted .side of the Poornah Hirer, 
iieiir Hliokurdiin, and had gone about a cos when wo fell in 
witli two tnider-s coming from that biiKiiar ; these we plun- 
tlered. Thc3' had onl3’ fort3' rujjues and their wearing 
appiirel which we took. Tlicn we went to the Lone River 
Avhere the sun .set on us. At tin’s spot Byrin Nnik aiu! 
Sliamjec Naik divided tlie sjioil into two parts taking one 
for the Desmook of Pachora'-s share. From the other tlicy 
took tlicir own shares and divided the remainder amongst 
us. We received twcni3’ rupees each. The Naik gave a 
present of twelve ruj)ccs to the two Patels of N’nndc for the 
intelligence the3- hud furnished. After this B3’ria Naik, I, 
all our men wlio had been collected and Sliumjcc Naik 
Bhokurdunwalla returned to Bhajc Chectz2>oor in our own 
territories and Changoo Naik went into his own tendtory 
above tlic Ghauts. This i.s the history of that robbery. 

After this oecurrence Byria Naik and I I’cmaiiicd a few 
days at Bhajc Chcetzpoor. There the Nando Patels sent 
intelligence to Changoo Naik that Captain Baillie Johnson 
Sahib had gone to Arungabad, that now was the time for 
work, and r(?questcd, therefore, that he woujd join them. 
This intelligence Changoo Naik sent to us by one of his 
own men. On Iiearing it, we took v-itli us our baud and 
started. On apjjrouching the Ghauts, we plundered a 
Buuia> goor and wheat and taking what we required foi 
food proceeded on our way to tlie village of Pu'ttas, where 
wo remained com^aled. At this time we had nothing to cat 
and drink with us and, therefore, gave the wheat we had 
'brought .to the Patel of Puttaa to be ground, -which he 
caused to he done and we wade bread and , ate it. Starting 
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tiicncc wc wpiit lo llic Xiimloo Glmul plunder iliaf. road. 
There thirteen of the Sahib’s Rownrs rnme in sight and 
we imniedintely conccnlcd unrselvcs in n ranne. When tlic 
sowars were gone that same day at about S o'clock in the 
afternoon we plundered a party of Moinins of Dcu'ulgaum 
who were coming from tlie Ooroos (fair) at tlic rillogc of 
Sungus. Twenty men from a Tillage tliat was near came 
quickly to tlieir assistance and wc began to fire at each 
other. Just at this time the sun set and during the nig^ wc 
returned to the place where we had taken our food. Here we 
remained one day. AVc afterwards went on the Kuheep Khoir 
rond and plundered the people of that village comiOg from 
the DcHalghniib Bazaar. We took the weapons of the 
Rnheep Khair Chokydars and tying the men’s iirms bdiind 
their backs went away. At the spot where tlic Pcepla Ghaut 
pii«si>« by llhawra, wc, in the evening, plundered some mer~ 
eliaiits. After this wc went into tlic Furdapoor jungle and 
haltecL In consequence of Uic day baring dawned we went 
and remained in the Gundyn Mountains, wliicli arc about two 
cos from Fiitdapoor. At nig^t our band broke up and each 
man returned to liis own house. About eight or ten days had 
elapsed when Syria Naik, Shamjee Xaik, with us and our 
people from below tlio ghauts, whose names arc written 
above and besides tlicse many poor people whose names I do 
not know, amounting in aU to about sixty or seveuty men, 
plundered the Khandc^ people, the families of the Desh* 
mooks of Burgaum, Forolo, and several other people. This 
was done on tlie ghaut rood leading to Chand Bechee’s 
Jatro. The weapons and guns of the Seobundics , who were 
guarding the giiaut were forribly taken from them by Byria 
Naik. Daring the tumult occasioned by this attack the 
people of a village about a cos distant came running towards 
us blowing* horns and beating drums with the intention of 
attaching us. We did not, however, fall into their hands and 
after cxrimnging a few shots the villagers left ns. We then 
went to tlie mountoina near the Fort of Untoor, where our 
liond separated into two parties. Syria Naik took, the 
Khandesh Bhccls and plundered a marriage parly near the 



168 


TITK KlTAXnKSTI BlIIT, ROUPS. 


villnpfc of Tlnksli.a in ilip Tomlapoor GIi.-iiiL Oil (.lie frli.aiil. 
Slmnijcc Nuik wilJi liis hjiiifl plundered tlie Sconee bazaar, 
7iear Kalcc Kurnr. We tlien received iiiteliigence tJial. a 
detaclinicni'. of the Sahil)’s ti-oops was marching to attack 
\is, and Dial. Rama Nail; .lulkeewalla also vas l)ringing a 
body of men for the same purpose. Tlic moment vc heard 
tliis we fled all night and entering the Compnn3'’s territories 
halted on the bank of the River Girna. - -Then, we learned 
that the Intelligence of l.hc Sahib’s and Rnnia Naik’s detach- 
ments being on the march was false. B.vria Naik and 
Shamjee Naik, therefore, collected two hundred, inon. I, at 
this time, informed them that Ihe thalch of m.v roof wanted 
repairing and I should, therefore, leave them, Avhich I did .and 
went to my house. What was the design of Byria Naik and 
Sliainjce Naik and where Ihcv went to after collecting so 
largo a band 1 do not know. I and m_v three companions 
who arc now in Bliaje f'heet/.poor saw plainly that we 
could not j>ossibl.v escape from Ihe sudden attacks of the 
Sahib and consequently we resolved to go into the presence 
of the Sahil), through tlic instrumentality' of Rama Naik. 
1 myself, therefore, went and remained at the village of 
Khooptec, where Rama Naik took me and brought me to 
you. I have stated truly the whole of the circumstances 
which occurred. 

Question . — Is what 3’ou have stated above the truth 

Answer . — It is true. 

Question . — ^What have 3-011 done with the property 3'ou took in 
.all the robberies you have mentioned ? 

Answer . — In the village of Garod Khairn in the Pachora Pur- 
gannah thel'o is a celebrated Naikin and Karbaree of the 
name of Cheemec. To her we were in the practice of taking 
the plundered propert3'. She divided it into two shares, one 
of which she gave to the Desraook of Pachora, taking from 
the other her own sh.are, that of B3-roo and Shamjee Naiks 
with the sum expended for ammunition and the I'est was 
divided amongst us. Besides this, whatever gold and silver 
' was brought, was, thi'ough the instrumentalit3- of Cheemee 
Naikin, taken to a goldsmith in the village of Nawce in the 
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Pochora Fiirgaoiuili and being broken up by bim, the 
proceeds were dmded amongst ns by the Naikin. 

Qjucwtion. — ^Who were in the practice of giving you intelligence 
of the movements of detachments and what was going on 
in the g^ufs and round about P 

Answer.— The two Nandc Patels, whose names 1 Iiave given above, 
were in the practice of furnishing us with intelligence from 
time to time. 

Quettion. — At the time you plundered the village of Nande were 
Goonya and Gurdya Noiks and Koolal Julkeekur along with 
you or not ? 

Answer. — Gnrdya and Goonya Noiks were with ue when we 
plimdered Nande. 

Question. — ^Was tliis Naik’s younger brother by name Tanya 
Noik on accomplice in the plunder of Nande or not ? 

Answer . — ^He was not. 

Question. — ^Wliere is Tanya Naik now ? 

Answer. — He is with Byria Noik. 

Question. — ^Where was Byria NaSi with his band when you left 
him P 

Jnswar.— Byria Noik having collected a band of from one to two 
hundred men was at the village of Worgaum in the Pochora 
Purgnnnah in Sindia's twritory. It was his intention to 
collect more men when I left him and came home. He was 
collecting a very large band. therefore, thought it very 
probable Uiat one day we should all be caught. The fear of 
this induced me to quit him and go home. I was present at 
Pachora, when two or three letters from the Saliib were 
received by the Mamletdor of that place, the sense of which 
was, that the Bheels of his district were plunderuig. The 
Alamletdar read those letters and then tore them to pieces 
in my presence saying to Byria Naik and the others that 
until there was evidence against us he would not permit us 
to be seized. 

Question.— Of what caste arc the jteople of Syria's band P 

Answer. — ^There is a Mang, two Mahrattas> and Bhceb, besides 
tliGsc Murree Bheclecn of the Ootran Furgannah in the 
Company's territory brought to Byria's band about forty 
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notorious Bhccl robbers and murderers. In addition to these 
more Bhecla were expected to join him from the Satpoora 
Mountains, but their caste or whether they came or not I do 
not know. Murree’s husband, having connnitted some great 
robbery, had been caught and sent bo Dhoolia, for this 
reason Murree brought forty men to Byria. 

Question. — Wlierc does Byria Naik usually reside ? 

Answer . — He frequently lives at Wuzur Khaira in Sindia’s 
territory', where there is a female distiller who makes excellent 
spirits and for ivliom he has a regard. 

Question . — ^Were the six Bheels I showed to you Byria’s asso- 
ciates ? 

Ariswer . — The six Bheels Sahib showed to me arc not Byria’s 
companions, but the associates of Seo Bam Naik. Let the 
Sahib ascertain the truth of what I now say. I have stated 
all I know. 

Date as above — ^Mark of the bow being the signature of Fu- 
kcera alias Andola Naik Wullud Luddo Naik Bheel, inhabi- 
taut of the village of Chcetzpoor in Sindiu’s territory. 



Witness Bam Naik Watchman of the village of Julkee in the 
Dhowra Purgannah in Sindia’s ten-itory at present in the 
abovenientioncd cantonment. 

Translation of a deposition of Duggroo Wd. Junglj'a before 
Captain Johnston on the above date. 

Deposes — ^Kapsea Naik told me to go and join Byria Bheel 
Naik’s gang and get all information about it and him and 
to tell him that Byria's nephew had x'un off with my woman. 
On this pretence I went and joined the gang for 20 days 
and observed as follows — tliat since Byria Bheel Naik escaped 
from Hyderabad he joined Sewram Naik and Sewam and 
Chimmee Naikin and her husband Mookya of Goradkhera 
of Pachora Pergunnah. They with Byria and Pachora Desh- 
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inoolc nnci Aluiixariini Pairel of Wiirkliprec iind Daggroo 
I’nLccl of WiiiiRiiiim nn<I Hoopcrcn Sonnr of Wnngnuin all 
nsscinblcd ji* one *poL in Padiorn niicl iliey nil conKiilted 
loj^Iicr and look Mic onlli lowlier of iiic " liel Bandarn ” ' 
llicii the Dcsliinook nnd two Potecls and Sonar above men- 
tioned told Byrin that vkaterm* yon rob and brin{; joa take 
all the old clothes yourself and oil tlic gold and silver, pots 
nnd |inns you lake two "liisita** (shares) nnd vc take one 
hissa and ire a ill give 3'au x>roteclion nnd give yon up to no 
one and give no infomintion of you, but you must not rob 
ill Schidia’ii nnd British country. Tliis wns all agreed to.' 
After Captain Jolinstan had gone to Byenpoor, Byria and 
Sewram N'aiks assembled 70 persons and robbed, on tJic 
Wnggree Ghaut, the Dewnlghnut. Mussnlmcn, nnd then went 
nnd hid in the Roheenkhem jungle nnd after three days 
attacked and rohlicil tlie Dcwnigliaut. people going to Ro- 
heenkhern, niid tlie gang tlicn went in the jungle of Snrgnnm 
Purgannh Mulenpoor. Then a ^Binr told them the Sahib 
was coming to seize tlicm, nnd tile gang broke up, and when 
the Snhib went to Pimpulgaum Raja fJicn Sewram nnd 
Byria Xniks went to Uic hills of Goiroo Matagaum, and 
hearing of troops coming against them tiicy dispersed nnd 
n part of the gong went to Lonar Mehkur nnd the rest of 
the gong rested near Nurkhera in a " Scindc bund " and 
afterwards ntlackcil nnd robbed the marriage party on the 
Tondnpoor Ghaiil, nnd the Adjiinla Bazaar people on the 
road tind I he gang then Aed into Scindia’s country and near 
tViijjur Kliern at a place eallcd Bilkornh assembled 900 or 
300 people. The Sahib's troops came to Mulcnpur nnd the 
fiTnlmr of Mulcaixiar ran and told Byria Nnik of it nnd 
the gang dispersed aiul after this they attacked and robbeil 
the Chnnd Bebcc Ghaut and the property tliey brought inlo 
the Pnebora jungle and sending Chiminic Knihin to the 
village called tiie Dcslimook, patccls nnd sonnr ns before 
written to tiic Xnik, nnd they made thi-ee " hissa " of pro- 
perty of which the Deshmook, etc, took one hissa and Byria 
Nnik look two hissa. The fire arms of the Scbnndies of 
Chand Bebcc Ghaut ore now in Budgnum umul Scindin with 
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Duggroo Pniccl and lliis Pateel also got. .share of the plunder, 
and sonic of the property he has in his house now — 

Quention . — You said Byria Naik assembled a gang in Bil kora 
in Pacliora, tlicn how inanj' assembled and.tlieir caste ? 

Anxxocr . — About 200 Bhccls and 2 or 3 Maharattas and 7 Mangs. 

Qii-csHon . — How long did the gang of Bhecls remain at Bilkora ? 

Anstcer . — About 4 or ‘.5 days. 

(iurstiov . — Who fed them ? 

Answer . — The villagciss of Wuj jiirkhcra, TCenarkbcra, I'lirriil- 
klicra of Scindinh in Pachora. 

Question. — ^l^o 3'ou know the Mang who took informal ion i.o 
Byria from Mulcapoor ? 

Answer . — I know not his name but I can recognise him, and all 
the jMangs of that Perganna alway.s gave Byria information 
of troop.s and therefore Byria gave them some of the stolen 
property. 

In 1844 Captain Gi'aham finally left Ihe corp.s, being appointed 
Commissioner of Police, Bombay’, and Captain iMorri.s resumed the 
command. On leaving, he was asked to write a history of ojiera- 
hions among the Bhils up to date. He did so, and the rejiort was 
printed. It contains .an a<linir.ablc precis of the operations, of which 
some extracts may be quoted. They’ endorse as well as supplement 
what has been described in former chapters. 

1823. 

A serious insuiTcction takes place in Bauglan. Sewram, a black- 
smith, producing forged papci-s from the Rayah of Satlara, 
entices the Bauglan Bhecls to his standard, his intrigues 
extending to the Dhaung and Satjjoor-a range. Attacks and 
plunders Untapoor with a parly of 800 men and carries ofi* 
the spoil to the Hill Port of IMolaii-. 

Ray Sing threatens the purgunnahs of Kannapoor and Pimplee 
and the Daung Bheels appear in force at the Passes. A 
detachment of the Local Regiment arrives in time to repel 
an attack on the town of Molair, and shortly .after Lieute- 
nant Outr.am surprises and dispei-ses the insurgents and 
recovers a great de.al of the plunder. 

Sewram is seized and sent in by Govind Nnik, and the greater 
portion of tbe Bheels who h.ad been engaged in the rebellion 
c.ame in and received pardon, many’ agreeing to set up 
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plniipfh'i ; llic nprp««npy nrmnRmPiils an* marlo liy Mr. Grii- 
Imm. flic Snci Ar^Utant rollorlor. 

Tlic coiinfpj Mill continiun in n wry rfwliirlipti <fnfc nnil crime 
Hoes, not ilecrcn»e. The formafioii of a nlicol f'orjw Logethcr 
iriUi cnnciliaiory mcamirct nrdcrctl by the Court of Directon. 

('hniiiN of iiiilitarr }ia5ts arc cstnlilishcr] iiIohr the foot of the 
Ilillx 1o intercept siipp1ic« and In ncl immediately upon 
infarnintioii. 

Tlie villoRc Palck discorcrccl to be in IcaRtto with tlic Bliccla. 
na1i1icrie« anil inurdcra still frequent and roads entirely nniinfc. 

Lieutenant Outrnin after incredible diflieiiUy succeeds in ohtain- 
inR n fen- rccruils. 

laafi. 

A RauR plundered BnrRaon. 

The Sciiidwa Ghaut shut by Dhiin SinR and Soohliania returned 
from Iransporlation. 

t^ooltanpoor plundered. 

Depredations from the DauuR. 

Detachments sent oRninst Derrfniud and SO of his followers 
killed in Sooltanpoor, but Soolihnnin repulses tJie parly of 
rcRidnra sent nRainsl him, wonndinR SS se|Mtya and some 
horses. 

The Loharra Bhecls plundering tJic coiintiy. 

Detachments sent againsl them, tlie Deshmooks discorci-cd ns 
countenancing the Bhccl plunderers. 

Bodwiir disturbed by Inige gangs. 

182T. 

A Rang formed under Klnindoo and Mahadco, near Scindwnli 
attacks the village of Boorwarrccu Lieutenant Outram witli 
a detodimcnt of the Bhccl Corps surprises tlicm after a 
niglifs mardi, tlie gang is completely dispersed witii the 
loss of one of its Icndcni killed and several of tlic followers. 
A Jemedar and 7 of the corps wounded on this occasion. 
The troops of the Line arc relieved from outpost duty by 
the Bhecl Corps. 

18S8. 

The CoUector npartK that for tlic last six months the country 
has for the first time during S3 years enjoyed rqiose. 
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Tlic BKeel Corps is' employed throiigliont ihe Province in pur- 
suing foreign marauders, escorting prisoners and treasure, 
and furnisliing outposts in situations where no one can exist 
during tlie rains except natives of the spot. 

1839. 

No complaint preferred during the season against anj' member 
of the corps. 

A school established at Head Quarters, to tench the Bheel sepoys 
and tlicir children. 

The Dnung Bhccls plunder the vill.age of Naggurce and Chore- 
war. Blicel parties .ai‘e posted along the frontier to prevent 
furtlier aggressions until the season admits of military 
operations. 

The magistrate reports the great decrease of crime throughout 
the Agencies and bears testimony to the high character the 
Bheel Corps has gained. Large gangs assemble on l.he 
f rentiers, restrict their depredations to the Nizam’s terrii.o- 
ries, and are dispersed after much trouble. 

1830. 

All the available force of the Bheel corps and Auxiliary Horse, 
together with a strong detachment of regular troops, march 
on the Daung. A severe and harassing campaign ensues, 
owing to the cxcessivelj' difficult nature of tlie country, the 
rapid movements of the Bhoels and the assistance universally 
afforded to the enemj’ by the Guicowar's officers. 

Every chief was, however, at length seized and brought to Khan- 
desh, where the claims of each were thoroughly sifted and 
settled. 

Great sickness prevailed .amongst tlie troops after their return 
from the Daung. 

The cultivating Bheels in the agency gradually progressing in 
the work of reformation. 

1831. 

The Turvees are in a very disturbed state plundering the North- 
east part of the Province. A detacliment of Bheel Corps is 
marched under Lieutenant Outram to Yawal, 469 Turvees 
are apprehended and 168 sentenced by the Criminal Judge, 
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Miijor 0%'iiiis ruporis tlic incrcnoiiijr prosjicrit^r and rcforiii- 
ation of liis coloiiioi and the total success whidi 1ms crowned 
Ids arduous labours. 641 Ilhecls at the plough. 

60S4 Bccgas under cultivation. 

18SS. 

Province rcinains quiet. 

-'Xlic Blicd Corps entrusted with the dmrgc of the District 
Treasuries. 

116 villages rc-esbiblishcd in Chaleesgaon, Uhurgaou and Jam- 
nnlr. 

1833. 

Tlic Nnikfc Ecsninh and Hutniah plunder several villages in Uic 
SooUanpoor district. 'A large dclachinciit of niiccl Corps and 
Home penetrate tlic Saatpoom Mountains, scour the strongest 
passes, to tlie banks of tlic Xerbudda. and seise the two 
insurgent Cliiefs togcilicr witii all tlic Xaifcs engaged in 
tile disturbance. 533 Jaglias cstablislicd in the Southern 
AgCIlCT. 

1835. 

Parlies of tlic Illicel Coriis distinguish ihcinschiis at Uoorhan- 
poor, Ooincrawutty, and Aurungobad, in uxiiirehcuding 
Thugs. 

1836. 

The Bhcd Corps liaviug uow arrived at a perfect state of dis> 
dplinc, iiud containing witbin itself sudi a number of influcu- 
tial persons of cadi tribe in tlic Province, no individual can 
remain in the country at large, if his nppxelicnsion be 
required by the magistrate. 

1839. 

A Regiment of tiio Line withdrawn from tlic Province. 

1840. 

Purtab Sing Rajah of XJmallci^ Southern Daung, allows Ids 
followers to plunder British villages and refuses to obey flic 
summons of the magistrate. 

The Bheel Agent with a small party of the Corps and Horse, 
after a farced march of 60 miles^ sarprises his prindpal 
location and seises his family, flodcs'oud aims. Purtab Sing 
surrenders at discretion on the folfowiag day. 
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A coiniiany of Bhccls for the protection of his frontier raised 
by his I-Iighness the Nizam. 

184.1. 

A large parly of Bhccls from the ijrovince of Ahmednugger, 
plundered the Government Treasury at Pimpulnair, which 
had been left without adequate lueuiis of defence. 

The marauders followed over the border bj- a pai’ty of the Bhcel 
Corps, much intelligence obtained, together with a portion of 
the plunder, and with the assistance of the civil authorities 
lit Ahmednugger, the gang was ei'cnlualJy secured. 

Bliamnia Naik attacks a village in Sooltanpoor. The Bhcel Agent 
moves through the Saatpoora against the insurgents. 

Bhamnia shot near the banks of the Nerbudda and all the Chiefs 
of the Saatpoora range who had been engaged in the foray 
of IChandcsh, seized and brought to Dhoolia. 

The Mowass Chiefs threaten aggression, but on the appearance 
of a small force of Horse, and Bhccls, surrender themselves to 
the Bhcel Agent. 

During the rains of 184.4 a rumour was heard of outrages in 
the Akrani, committed by a gang led by the son of Bhamya,’ who 
had been defeated in 1841. The rumour was exaggerated, and no 
expedition actually set out, Utough preparations were made. 

In the spring of 1845 news was brought that Raghoji Bangrj'a, 
a Koli rebel from the Konkan, was likely to find a refuge in the 
Dangs and Baglan. He was said to have made an alliance with the 
local Bhil Chiefs. Captain Morris thereupon assembled a force of 
regular Bhils, and marched to Jayklicda, the place where Outran! 
camped in 1825 on his way to Miilher. He brought in the principal 
Bhil Chieftain, and for a while awaited developments. The peace of 
Khandesh indeed was secured by his movements, but Raghoji 
remained a menace to the Northern Konkan and Nasik, and it is a 
matter for credit to Khandesh and its Bhil Corps, that Government 
asked that Captain Morris might be deputed, with a contingent of 
his corps, bo Nasik and the suiToundiiig country with the object of 
crushing Raghoji's rebellion. The contingent marked as absent on 
duty in the Deccan with Captain Morris was ITS strong. It 
remained well on into the rains in the Ghauts, and though Captain ’ 
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Morris vii« iioL Hticcu'-fiil in •^iziiiK llafrlioji. vi-l he niid his men 
svciii to |iiit nil end to tin* .11101*11 rvlH-Ilinii, for they wci’c iillowcd 
In return in .Inly nith llic thnnfcs of Goverinnenl for their work. 

Ill this yeiir two .idililionnl comimuii*' were le^ icii for the ('orp<i, ill 
eaiisiilcratinii of il» takiiij; over the duty of |n»‘risoniiif; llic fori of 
Sindvii. Ill .s]iite of the larffi* dc-tnciimeiil 'riiL with C'lijiltiiii Morris, 
it nns fotiiid po'sililv to find n party of S.? nicii In npernte iigaiiist 
n ^in;; of niiiriiuder' in Uic West Snlpuras. 

Ililherto the t'nrjis hud been armed with flint loeka, bul now 
tlic i*>siii- ol “ peri*ii">ioii fire amis *• «n«lie(pln. 

'I'lie Wc'ierii Hhil agency was rc-estiiblislied in 1845 by order of 
the (TU^eriiur-ficiicral in ('onncil, and Licutriianl Iloau was npjMinl- 
ul Agent, retaining the position of 3rd in conuimiid of tlic Corps, 
rroin this time ana .ink the Euroiiciiii nflicers of tlic Corps were 
tlicorelieally iis under. 

('oiniiiiiiiiliint. ireiidi|unrt«‘r>, Dhiirangnon. Also Assistanl 
Miigislnite anil Ithil, Agent for liiastcm SntpunK. 

t!nd ill cniiiitiiind. Hcadijuartcn'. K.inniid. Also Assistiinl 
Magistrate and llliil Agent for the Satiniilns. 

iJril ill caiinn.iiid. 1-Icndi|uartcrs, N'lindurbiir. Also Asi>i«tanfc 
Magistrate and IVesterii liliil AgenL 

Adjutant. lU-ndquarturK Dhaningaon. Xoininally also Asbistant 
Magistrate and ilssiMnnt Ilhil Agent, but practically in dinrgc of 
tile rcgiiiieiitiil work of the Corps. 

The Slid and 3rd in coniniiind were more occupied by civil Uinn 
military dutieb. 'J'licy hod it is true many outposts under them 
which tliey inspcclcd. But tiicy were seldom on diit3- with the batta- 
lion ttb n whole, nr witli any considerable part of it, on active bcrvicc. 

Tlie aboi-c wni tJie theoretioil arrangement. Ab u iiiatler of fact 
geiicnill.v there win* one or inoru of tlic oflicers sick or on leave, and 
diitiee had to he duplicated. In fnc4 on one occasion in 1844, there 
being no Ail,iuliiiil iipimintcd, and Captain Auld having gone on 
bhort Iciis'c, Captain Morrib found himself absolutely* alone, and filled 
ilic ofOccs of Commandant, Snd in command. Adjutant, Eastern and 
Soiitlicm Bhil Agent. Tlicrc is little to be a'ondcrcd at in his 
having entered a protest. 

After rcbuming Command of tlic corps on his return from tlie 
Deccan, Captain Morris and Ills officers appear to have been fully 
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occupied in organizatioii, both military and civil. 'J’hcrc was a bad 
season in ISiG, when crops failed at least parhiallj-. Lieutenant Rose 
in the west started a legal campaign against tlie grain dealers, who 
exasperated the Bhi]s by selling bad corn at exorbitant rates. His 
efforts met with no suppoi’t from Government. 

The name of Khaja Sing of the Sindva Pass again comes to 
notice, for lie was seized b 3 ’ a Colonel marching throiigli, and forcibly 
detained until he shewed some shikar. Khaja Sing considered his 
treatment to have been most undignified, and protested. 

Captain Morris, with ever increasing work in suijplying out- 
posts and travelling guards, had a hard fight to keep his corps clothed 
and supplied. Every indent for supplies was cavilled at or cut down, 
his right to tents was contested, he was deprived of his camp lascars, 
in short, the Corps would have been starved to death had the Com- 
mandant not conto.sted every point. 

Though reports were continually made of the increasing secu- 
rity of the countrj', the attached report from Lieutenant Rose shews 
only too clearlj' that Government were still apiirelicnsivc of danger 
from the Bhils. 

Siu, 

In reply to j'our letter No. 1164, dated the 6Lh instant, request- 
ing my opinion on the Suttana Mamletdar’s Kutcherr}- and its 
defences, I have the honor to state that I consider the Kut- 
chorry itself to be on a par with the generality of those 
throughout the Province. 

2 The defences of dll the treasuries that I have seen arc more or 

less incomplete and defective, including those at Suttana, the 
new wall surrounding the Kutcherry being too low in some 
parts especially in rear of the building to present even a ■ 
moderately effectual barricn against any one desirous of 
effecting an entry. 

3 The wall appears to me to have anotlier great defect in the 

loop holes having been constructed too near the ground and 
of an improper size, for from being only breast high outside 
as well us inside and of dimensions which almost entitled them 
to the name of embrasures they afford equal, if not greater 
facilitip' for attack than for defence. 
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4 Happily the occurrcncv nf sudi nn event is mnsb improbable, 
but if ever a gnnpr of marauders similar tn that vliicli plun- 
dered the Pinipulnair Treasury, some years bock, u'ns to attack 
Lbc treasure iit Suttann, they would be able to hand in arms 
to the prisoners that miglit be in confinement (from the 
position of tlic prison house olr liolcs or windows, being 
formed like the loopholes already refeered to) or from tlic 
outside they could murder every prisoner and pick off with 
their matddocks the guard and everyone witliin the enclo- 

3 As n remedy I would suggest that Uic present loopholes 
should be built up, and others opened at such n hmght in the 
wall, ns would preclude those outmde from obtaining except 
h.v the use of ladders or other artificial menus, a view of the 
Kutcherry courtyard, wliilc tiiosc inside might be enabled to 
^rc through the loopholes by means of a wide step or ban- 
quette. 

6 The prison air holes would be raised in proportion, bub with- 
out the step, so as to prevent its inmates convening witli 
their friends and receiving anything from without, and where 
the wall is ilcficicnt in height it ought to be made liighcr. 

I have the honour to be 
Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

J. ROSE, Lieut., 

Bheel Agent, W. D. 

DhoeHia, IQfJi Augv»t, 184T. 

Sntana is still the headquarters of tlie Baglon Tnluka, and 
within tiie last fen' years the oflice reported on was still in use, and 
was noteworthy because tiic treasure room had a frontage of what 
appeared to be iron bars, but really were the barrels of old jesails, 
Aiid to have been captured at Mulher Fort. Probably they were ac- 
tual relies of Outrom’s short campaign in 18SS. 

The detachment of Poona Irregular Horse in the Province had 
hiUierto formed the mounted Police. Theoretically under command 
of the Colonel at Simr, the men in Khandesh were responsible for 
all practical purposes to none but the local civil and military officers, 
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fov whom they fiiniishetl escorts, rotle with despntehcs and did 
other miscellaneous duties. In all the Bhil Corps cnmp.aigns hithoi-- 
to, a few sowars had .iccoinpanicd the troops, and had been most 
useful for purposes of reconnoitring and irftelligence. Xow, how- 
ever, it was decided to solidify and concentrate the regiment. All dis- 
tricts were ordered to send in returns of the men of the Poona 
Irregular Horse serving in their limits, specifying tlicir 
numbers, stations, and duties. In Kbandesh more were employed 
than .anywhere else, owing, ns Ihc returning officers stated, to 
the extent of the Province, the long foreign frontier, and 
the necessity for frequent field operations. Captain Morris suggest- 
ed that the horsemen in the Province should be withdrawn from the 
Poona Irregular Horse, and ntfaiclied to the Bhil Corps as a mount- 
ed troop. But it was decided to place the sowars under an European 
ofllccr I’rom Sirur. This arrangement was unfortunate, for it caused 
a body of about 850 men, separate*! up into small detachments, vary- 
ing from tliroo to thirty strong, who were geiier.illy stationed in places 
where were alrcad 3 ' larger infantry detachments, to be under a 
command entirely independent from that under which the infantry 
outposts worked. Yet in each small station the Bhil Corps and sowars 
had to work together. It is a matter for wonder that there were no 
quarrels between the officers and men. Probably tlic loc.nl knowledge 
and good feeling of the officers prevented this. But where a com- 
bined cavalry and infantrj- corps might have been so distributed as 
to serx’o the outposts without complaint, tlic division of the two 
forces produced a scries of murmurs from the officers of both, 
stating the excessive number of outposts to be maintained and re- 
lieved, and the impossibility of assembling any quantity of their 
men at headquarters for instruction. 

The anomalous position of the Bhil agents also g.nvc rise to 
trouble. Civilly speaking, the Eastern, Southei-n, and Western 
Agents were all equal .as Assistant Magistrates. Yet the first was com- 
mandant, and the other two Snd and Srd in command of the same 
corps. Both civil and military duties had to do exclusively with 
Bhils, It is not surprising that unseemly dispittes arose. Long cor- 
respondences ensued which only embittered the parties, and refer- 
ences were made to Government resulting in severe wiggings for all 
concerned. A large part of the files of this period is concerned with 
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flipw quarrcK Tliov nro not to tin* rroiliJ of Hip Cnrpq nnri 
lire hp«t |iiio-ri1 n\TP in silonn-. An in->tnnrc iii.-iy 1iowc«-or lip fjiven, 
n-illiotil ini'iilioiiiiif; IIip nniiu>« of Hit- nflirrrs. «-Iin n-erp witlimil 
flinilit mon nnil IniP, nnd to •■lipnnliyp whom is not tlio 

iiJywt of thi« hook. A Ithil arphI nsw ^oin^ his roiindi, and 
nolirod Hint n front ipr po*l of unjiorinnrp was in the linndq of 
:i lUiil Hfivililnr who wns iiddirtpd to drink. T-In wrote to the 
rolipptor, xn-iii^ Hint the ImhiU of Itliilc were well known, nnd 
recoinmenrlinp; tliat the post, bp rommnntliYl liy n rnrdeshi Iliivilfinr. 
The Collector noked the Cammandant for hik rcmnrkk. Hie 
Coiiiiimndiint rpscnledhit BhiK lieinf; mlled limiiknrds nnd asked 
Hip A^enL (nKo nn olfippp of the rorjis) to rpfmTn from addrciminf; 
the CnIIpplor on iiintters rctatinf; to flip rnndiipt of men in the 
rorp-. The Aprent asserted liN rip;ht of report infr nbtiMii to tlie 
Cullootor, and so the quarrel went on. It. renilted in the Aipmt 
formally and forrihly piiltinfc his CommtindinK Offirer dead in the 
house of n imitiiul friend in lda1pj;noii, and when called on for iin 
explanation, stntinjt that he was aelinpr ns n civil rnllicr tlmn a 
military officpr. Tliis paltry niTair was reported at {{rent length to 
(ros'ernment nnd a most, aensihle dinstJsemcnt was adminiBlcrcd to 
all ponrerneiL The oflleer was rcpriiimndcrl for his pp-oss breach of 
discipline nnd roiirtcsy, the Cmnmaiirlnnt for taking undue olTenee 
on lielmlf of the corps at what was meant merely na nn 
holiest report of an iiliusc, nnd the Collector for not hns'ing 
brought the two parties together at nn early stage nnd so prevented 
the rontinunnee of n most unseemly squabble. 

T.ooking back over the years, nnd nasuming Hint only five 
officers could be spared for the Bhil Ageneies nnd for guarding the 
Province, it seems as though a belter nrmngcment would have been 
to place two officers on purely' dvil duty, and leave the remaining 
three to manage the forces. 

Still, in spite of friction between the Poona Home nnd Hio 
Bhil Corps, or the Agents and tlic Commandant, it must not be 
assumed that the offieers were so idle tliat they had nothing to do 
but quarrel. Rather it should be said that tlicir distance one from 
another, involving little conversation and much official corres- 
pondence, the hardness of their duties, and tdic badness of the 
dipiate, rendered th^ more hard and exacting than they would 
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Jin.ve been, hnrl the3’ lintl n comfortable mess in which to meet ever_v 
evening, and dissolve their disputes in a friendl3- glass. 

A • letter of Captain Morris in 1847, gives a fair idea of the 
scope of duty exacted from tJic Bhil Corps. 

To. 

W. W. BELL, Esna., 

Magistuate, 

ICirAxnKsir. 

Srii, 

In vcpl3' to 3’our letter of the 90lh ultimo. No. 1619, calling 
for information how often the outposts of the Bhecl Corps 
arc relieved, I have the honour to offer the following infor* 
Illation. 

Strength in Privates 760 in 1840, and one post relieved out of 
17 posts. 

Strength in Privates 77.5 in 1841, and two posts relieved out of 

19 posts. 

Slrcngth in Privates 777 in 1842, and five posts relieved out of 

20 posts. 

Strength in Privates 788 in 184.8, and four posts relieved out of 
26 posts. 

Strength in Privates 788 in 1844, and eight posts relieved out 
of 28 posts. 

Strength in Privates 795 in 1845, and six posts relieved out of 
!30 posts. 

Strength in Privates 987 in 1846, and eight posts relieved out 
of 27 posts. 

Strength in Privates 987 in 1847, and eleven posts relieved out 
of 41 posts. 

I beg at the same time to add that for the last ten 3-enr.s, con- 
tinual service on the border and elsewhere has called for 
strong detachments of tJie corps or more posts would have 
been relieved. In 1840 operations against the Pimpulnair 
gang, and in the Dnung by Captain Graham : in 1841 ope- 
rations ’against Bhaihnia Naik on the Ndrbudda 63- Capt.iin 
Morris ; in 1842 operations hg,ainst Venkat Row’s band and 
Bicka3'a Bagchiiiid, N.aik of Gondkotc; in 1843 ditto ditto 
against Rangya and Chamar3"a Naiks ; in 1844 operations 
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ii)rAiii!>( Uyu Xnik nr llic mill Konr Wii>«nwiih mill 

Rniiii of lloodiival anil SiiiitlinliV ilisirirto ul' Yiin-nl mill 
J’iirlinra; in 181 a opuratioii*- in flic Kniiliini anil Dm-iiii ; in 
1K|(i n{K!riiti<ini npiin*>l Koor IVaMau'iih anil folitical 
ciiiplov ill Ilnrhniipnnr. Ttirnc Ii'fl no iivaii'ililc men for 
rcfriilar ix-licia iiiiil nitilrl Mnirccly meet llic cni-iialtics occiirr- 
infr on the niinu-rnii'* po->to. 

1 liaiv the honor to be 
Sir. 

Your most obitlirnt servant, 

(Sd.) TV. T. rklOllKlS, Cai-taix 

IIiirnnANGArM CoiuumiidiHg Bhrel Corps. 

U>th Decembrr lS-i7. , 

I'lie .rears 1817-18111 produced no netivc service. Though tlie 
JIhil Afivuto l•llllllfp!ll, Capiatn Bdorrii rcniiiineii I'oninmnclnnt, iiiid 
l.ivut. iFArcy. Ailjuiant. Day bj ilny flic eorjis beeiimc more like 
w hat is noil kiniH'ii as ariiicil iioliee, mill the Pooiin Horse iletuclimeiit 
more and more resembled mounted police, 'nic Uliils on the frontier 
were quiet, n-hicli »as extremely forfiimite, for GdVcrnnicnl entirely 
ignored Uie maxim ' «i rhr paevm, bclluiu para,’ and in view of the 
peaceful (inics began to rut down cxpciiditnrc on police, while 
adding to it in other ways. Fourteen new treasuries were opened, 
each, of course, rwjuiriiig a gtianl. Yet the sonars of the I’aoiin 
lIoi‘-c were cut down in nnnibers from 950 to 900, and the Coni- 
manihiiit of the llhil Cori>s was ordered to entertain no more i-ccruiU 
until his rcgiiiicnl a as reduced to the nuinbcrs of 1638. Captain 
Morris stood up niaiifully for the reejuirements of the province, 
lie stated tliaf an increase to tiic corps had been snnetibned for Uic 
puniosc of garrisoning Sindva Fort, but that the extra men had 
never gone tlierc, beciiusc before they could start, they were requi- 
sitioned for other duties. He uiged the increase in number of the 
guards rcquircil of him, and the reduction of the sowars, and finally 
siiccccilcd in getting Govcniment to nDow him to keep iip his 
strength. Tlicrc nre'niany allusions to extra duties. The Sessions 
,1udgc made a 'tour in the province and required a strong guard of 
horse' and foot. Tlic Civil JSnfpnccr had a travelling treasure chest 
and demanded men'to guard it. Prisoncra ' were employed in the 
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open oil pulilic works, and needed lo be wulclicd. All these things 
are iniittcrs of coniiuonplacc now-da 3 ’s, but were innovations at 
that time. To supplj- dcinand.s of the kind is jiiirt of tJie regular 
work of a Superintendent of Police at the present day. In fact, 
the corrosponclcncc of the period shows the regular evolution of the 
Pax Pritunnicii out of the iinarch 3 ' of the I’cshwa’s Government. 
The Phil Corps was raised to defend tiic frontiers against marauding 
gangs from the hills. Only incidciitalK' was it asked to do police 
dutj’ in tlic plains. As the mountain freebooters were reduced, 
killed, or brought to peaceful pursuits, the warlike duties of tlic 
corps diminibhed, while its routine increased. Sindia’.s tcrritoiy 
ill Chopda Yaval and Pachora was annexed, and British Government 
was introduced into them without even the suggestion of an increase 
to tlic Bliil Corps. The small number of men at lioadquarters 
available for drill, owing to the increasing outxiost duty, is a constant 
cause of coiiiplaiiit. A long correspondence is recorded as to the 
uiiificution of police uniform all over the presidency-. In this 
connexion Caxilahi Morris has some iiitcresling remarks as to ac- 
coutrements, xjarticularly as to the advantages of cross belts over 
waist belts. 

To 

A. ELPHINSTONE, Es«k., 

Magistkatk, 

IVHAXDliSH. 

8ik, 

With reference to your ciidorsciiiciit Ko. 613 dated 16tli Maj-, 
18*9, forwarding for my report a corresxjoiideiicc from the 
several Coniinaiidaiits of the Police Corps under this jjresi- 
deiicy on the subject of a uniforni dress and Equipmciib for 
the police in general I have the honour to submit the 
following opinion after an attentive perusal of the whole 
correspondence whidi 1 have appended. 

2 The accompanying reports would appear to dwell more on the 
kind of dress for police corps than enter into detail^ 
as to tlie expense of the same, and it will be in consequence 
difficult to arrive at a comparative estimate of expense of 
the clothing of them witliout further references, which I 
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(In not J vvl iiiitliorixi-il to iiiiik*; tlii^ n-i'orl Iiiik already 
been 1(111;; iiiidvr rupir. 

:» Till- -.tii-luiiiciil No. 1 will >ii(ia ilii- ililTeiL-iit opinions of the 
nliove (iflii-er-. on the ilrins. iiitd (.spiujini-nts aliicli lhe3' 
con-idei- iiiosl lulnjiled tn the police, anil sialeliienl No. S 
will .>hn« that which I reconinimiil for ntliiplioii. 

1 'J'lii- iiiinii:il :lVlril;^^ CO'I of a tiiiiriiriii .■iccordiii;' to Uiu 
'•tiiteliiciil No. ^ will be for e.icli pradc at fulloua: — 

Itt. a. ]i. 

Shell jiickcl for Nalire tMliceis of ••iibeilnis' 
rifle ;;reen cloth, fnciii;;9> black with liliu'k 
'ilk Ill-aid on breii'l ... ... ... 8 15 -ik 

Shell jnckel for Ilnvildnn. of Ilntilil.irt’ rifle 
Krceii cloth. f(iciii;£' black n-ith black cotton 
brail] etc. ... ... ... ... ... 5 !) 0 

Shell jacket for rank and tile of privates' rifle 
Kreeii clotli, facings black with bl.irk colton 

braid, etc. 4 16 0 

Itiflc green colniii-ed puggree for llavildnre ... 0 4 0 

Hifle green coloured puggree for rank and file 0 S 0 

.1 'J'hc'e arc the oiil^' articles of dress I reeoiiiiiicnd to be supplied 
at the (’insx'rniuciil eNpcii<e annunll.r; the jacket to bo 
furiii'hcd Iis* the Army Clotliiiig .\geiit, the piiggixe to be 
piircha-'-iMn' the Coinmiiiidaiit-. of each Police (‘urp- at I lie 
iiiarkcl price, for which the\- are to .-ubiiiit .iiiiiii.il con- 
liiigx-iit bills to Government. 

G If at lln^ did of the year aiiv' of tin. jiicl.vtt is.iicd bj' 
GovxTiimenl. to the men arc found to be in good condition 
and considered likely to hub for anoUier 3'cnr, 1 rcconiincnd 
tliiit iii.sleiul of those jackets a pair of dark green cloth 
paiitulooiis fur wet and cold wcatjicr, be indented for by the 
hcvcrnl Coiiiniaiidniits, by which niciiiis the men will' be 
gradually supplied with cloth pniitidooiib without exiieiise 
cither to Government or to tlicnisclves, and it would 
encourage Uie men to take good, care of their clotlics. 
One pair of dork dungaree pantaloons ought to be }'carl3’ 
made at Government expense for the dry season as is tlie 
■ custom at present. 

H 
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7 Tlic police of a country must be in conformity with the 

ideas of the people and uniformity of appearance not only 
enhances the character and imporUincc of such a body of 
men, particularly in India; but it carries the respect of the 
jicopic with it b3’ evincing the care Government bestow on 
them. 

8 TJic police must be as much a militarj’ body in feeling and 

appearance as possible. It will make them behave them- 
selves better on ordinary' duty, and more dashingly in the 
field. If tlicsc principles arc" thoroughly established in every 
Police Corps they will act on cincrgcncy with the Regular 
Arm3’ or be able of themselves to preserve the tranquillit3' of a 
zillah when the Regular Arm3' is absent on distant service, 
whicli must in the present time alwa3's be kept in view in 
India, therefore, both drill and discipline arc absolutely 
necessary and must be maintained. 

0 It will bo perceived in the several opinions expressed by 
Commandants of Police Corps that the jacket is in as much 
1 favour ns the Ungrica, the Khandesh, Nuggur, and Ratna- 

gherry Commandants wish for the former, while tlic Guzerat, 
Poona, and Concan Commandants are in favour of the latter. 

10 It docs not matter how a man is dressed when under fire, if he 

can be distinguished from the enemy, but it does materially 
signif3’ how men are dressed in marching and nianoeuiTing 
over mountains and through jungles ; for instance, sportsmen 
clothe themselves in as close cut jackets and pantaloons as 
possible when their line of sport is in dense jungles ; and 
witJi such ail cxamiilc before them, I do not understand why 
the ungrica should be in so much favor, as the skirts of it 
arc liable to catch and be lorn in the jungle and impede 
the progress of the men. 

11 Besides, in a martial police every tiling should be in conformity 

with the character it has to support j and as our national 
infantry dress is either the jacket or coal, a similar pattern 
introduced into tliu police will give them more the appearance 
of Government servants than an Ungrica. 

la Natives associate tlic red coat with a disciplined body of 
Government troops, and a sepoy of the Xiinc seldom travels 
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w]thaii1. ]iis ml forI or rl<M! 1ii«. rpniinootnl cnp or Home 
port of lii< rcj^imcntal dress, bceousc nnr one orlielc which 
ii'similntcs itself to wlmt is in use in rcjpmcntnlR, is n safe 
guard to liiui on liis joumej. So in the police, it sceurcH 
tiicm the respect which is generally acknowledged and paid by 
natives to GoTcmmcnt servants, and at the same time enables 
the natives to recognise them ns belonging to n particular 
body. 

IS Tf the Ungricn is preferred because it is cosily opened or 
taken off when marching, I decidedly object to it as 
unmilitary and dcstmetive of discipline. Police must be 
either disciplined or not ; if tlie former, maintain it in all its 
branches or have none at all : half discipline not only ruins 
the character of good men, hnt it breeds dissensions and 
irregularity and turns Uiem into a rabble, and they become 
useleas as sentries, useless on parade, and a curse to the 
districts they net in, by exacting gratuitous food, etc., from 
the rillagcH. Besides, tlie jacket has the advantage of 
being tlie cheaper of the two articles 

lit Tlie opinion about accoutrements is equally divided. Hie 
Guzerat, Foonoli and the Rutnagheziy Commandants ore 
in favour of one belt and a waist belt; the Konkan Comman- 
dant wishes only for a waist belt, while the Kliandesh and 
Xugger Commandants are for cross belts. 

15 I forai my opinion from actual service, and if the other 

Commandants have been in the field so long or so often os tlie 
Khandesh Coips, it rests for Government to decide the ques- 
tion. I am decidedly in favour of the cross belt, and when on 
service in the Konkan, Nugger and Poona Districts in 1846, 
I remember in the strong mountains of the Hurree Chundcr 
part of the Syodree Range Captain Simpson of the Nugger 
Police Corps, who was with me on service, from seeing how 
much better the Bheds worked than bis men and learning 
from them that it was the difference of accoutrements 
immediately had his men siqiplied with cross belts in lien of 
the waist bdfa. Hus is a recent oeeurtenoe. 

16 Some yeara ago 1 also remendier a scference from Grovenunent 

on tbie subject woe made to Captain ^Graham, my predecessor. 



atul lie not only siipporloil llie sy.sleiii of ei-oss hells, 
hill I hclievc proved llinl the plnn of cross holts was intro- 
duced inlo Kiirojic in preference to tlie waist hcH, as reliev- 
ing the soldier of the weight of hailed ainnninilion on 
his loins, and placing it equally on its proper place, tlie 
shoulders. 

17 It is argued in the accompanying correspondence that cross 

holts will onlj' admit of the men sleeping in one position, 
hut if the waist belt portion is taken off, the men can shift 
the pouch and haj'onet holts as they like and still liave the 
holt attached to the body, hut a waist holt with its cartridge 
box and bayonet attaclied must he taken off to give relief to 
the person and is then liable to he walked off with allogcther 
and stolen and the wearer of it rendered useless, for natives 
are so careless as to retjuiro to have overj'thing thought of 
for them h^- their officers. 

18 The sword bayonet appears to he preferred by most of the 

fomniaiidants and I also think that it is preferable to a 
common sword, hut if the Guzeral police find the sword 
more adapted to their duties than the bayonet, the sword 
bayonet can he detached and will answer the purpose of a 
sword, but if they choose to carry besides another sword of 
their selection and pattern, they shoidd not he hindered 
doing so. 

19 With regard to shoes or sandals for police men, it docs not 

signify much which is in use as the sepoy can take his proper 
cadence on parade with one as well as another and in the 
■ field both arc equally good, though the former is more easily 
put on and off than the latter. 

20 Kither cloth or dungaree pantaloons should alwa 3 -s be ivorn 

except on field service, and even then if it is in the open 
country. 

21 Aly reasons for the puggaree being the established head-dress 

of police arc nssignctl in my iiicnioi-andum of the' 8rd 
Novemher 1848, .accompanying Uiis letter. 

22 Great coats .arc cquall 5 ' necessar_v to Police as to Itegulnr 

sepoys, to keep them efficient in wet and cold weather, and 
ought not to be dispensed with on any account,’ 
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23 The veifnht of the areoatnvnicnt« of Ihc Bhccl Coi ps cm pkle, 

UiAi ift the ponch nnd licit, the hejonct nnil belt; prickers nnil 
brush, torn screw nnd cig^itccn ronnds of balled ammunition 
is 6 lbs., and by abolishing tile cross belts and lireostplatc the 
weight will only be reduced to 5 lbs., and one pound reduced 
in tiie aggregate wright will not compensate for the stnun 
on the loins on long marches in mountainous warfare. 

24 I object to tiie rule existing in tlie Regular Army of the 

pouched bayonet hanging below the loin, beenuse neither can 
he Ici^ from inoring and timking over hilly ground and 
making a great noise, but I find sliort belts with the pouch 
and bayonet well up on tiie loin and the waistbclt, fixed os close 
to them os possible, ke<q[>s them steady tiiough it docs not 
look 08 well. In action by loosening the wnistbelt and 
bringing the poudi round to the front the ammunition can 
be cosily got at, and be readjusted for a forward movement 
by jerking tiie poudi into its proper place and dasping the 
wnistbelt on. 

26 I tiiink I have now remarked on oil the essentials of n police 
corps dress and accoutrements. 

26 TItc fusil nnd bayonet only remain to be noticed, nnd I think 

the fusil should be as light na possible and on the detonating 
prindple with a bore similar to the musket of tiie Line, 
so that on emergency ammunition can be supplied from tiie 
Regular troops to Police Corps. 

27 The bayonet should, as I before remarked, be a sword bayonet 

without any guard to the handle and it should be attached 
by a frog to the original bayonet belt. 

28 The most pontive orden onglit to be issued in every Police 

Corps against sdling or giving away old dothing. It should 
always be returned into store to be mode into dothing for 
boys and recruits. Plunderers often clothe themselves in the 
casb^ff coats of Police corps and commit robberies with them 
on their backs, which noit only injures the good name of the 
corps but cnconrnges the evil disposed of the corps to rob 
when on furlongh, et<S 

29 The Oovemment dothing of aO discharged men, deserters and 

deceased men should be also rdnmed into store. By this 
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cooiiomj' t.l»c men can be supplied with coa+s on emcvgcncy, 
and it will enable panbilooiiR to !>e indented for on ii larger 
scale. 

30 There ought to be no deductions from the pay of the Native 
Officers, Non-Commissioned Officers and men of Police Corps 
except for great coats, sashes, shoes or sandals, and for extra 
pairs of dungaree pantaloons ns required. 

I have the honor to be, etc., 

(Signed) W. T. MORRIS, Capt., 

Comg. Bheel Corps, 

Camp Dhoolta, 7th Jvly 18^9. 

One matter which Captain Morris brought to notice in 1847 
was that commissions had never been issued, thongh often promised, 
to the volunteers from the Regulars who had been promoted in 
the Bhil Corps. As a i-esult, the Collector was ordered to issue 
the commissions. One original commission so issued remains 
on the files, and is here transcribed. What happened to the grantee, 
whether he died before it reached him, or. was degraded, does not 
appear. 

In the name of tiio Magistrate of tlic IClinndeish Division of the 
Zilla of Alimednuggar under the authority of the Honorable 
tlie Governor in Council of and for all Forces and affairs of 
tlic Honorable United Company of Merchants of England 
trading to the East Indies within the Presidenc}' of Bombay, 
etc., and its dependencies. 

To all to whom these presents shall come Greeting. 

By virtue of the authority vested in me by the Honorable 
No, 1186 of 1847. the Govei’nor in Council, whose power obtained 

O from the Honorable the Court of Directors of 
the said United Company derived unto th^ 
from the authority of our Sovereign Lady Queen 
Victoria and her Royal Predecessors, reposing 
especial trust and confidence in your courage, 
fidelity and circumspection, you Buldee Sing are 
Dhoolta, 13th Ang. 181,7. by these presents cpnstituted and app.ointed Soba- 
dar of the Khandesh Bheel Corps under the Presidency of 
Bombay and to take rank on and from the ISth day of 
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April 1889. You lurc therefore to take upon you tlie 
said charge and coinnioiid and cnrefullr and diligently 
to diadinrge the duty of Sobadnr as aforesaid, by doing 
and performing all things tliereunto belonging, and 
hereb}* arc the inferior soldict^ and oflicen commanded 
to obey 3 'ou iia a Hobndar ; you folloirijig all such 
orders ns slinll be gi^-en by the constituted nutlioriiics 
or any otlier your sU|)erior officers according to the 
Rule and Discipline of IVnr or failing tlicrcin tlic pre- 
sents are to lie raented and niiiiullcd by the aforesaid 
nutlioritics. Sealed with tlic seal of the Magistraic of 
aforesaid District and given under my hand in tlic 
^Ligisterittl office at Dhooliii, this 18th day of August 
in the tcntli }'enr of tlic reign of her prosciil Majesty 
and ill tlic year of our Lord one thousand and eight 
hundred and forty-seven. 

(Signed) GEO. IXVER^UUTY, 

Jeting Wagittratc. 

Ill 1819 Capt. Morris addressed a letter to the Collector, 
wherein he asks for an appointment almost exactly corresponding 
to tluit of tlic modern Superintendent of Police. In 186S he was 
actually mode Superintendent, and the official style of tlic Com- 
mandant now read Coiiinmndant, Khandesh Bhil Corps, Bliil Agent, 
Superintendent of Police and Assistant Magistrate. What Capt. 
Morris and his successors secured as Superintendents was official 
control over the local and village police ns well us over tlieir own 
trained men. His letter detailing bis proposals is here appended. 

To 

A. ELFHINSTONE Esnuutx, 

CoLumToa Axn Magibthatjs, Khakdkb, 

Dbooua. 


Six, 

A rumour having reached me that Government have it in con- 
templation to withdraw the Poona Irregular Horse, stationed 
in Khandes, and that it is intended to employ instead of them 
a body of Mounted Folicn, I have the hononi: to rcq.ucst with 
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rcfurcncc to my past services, not I believe uiinpprcciatecl by 
Govcrinneiit, that I may be appointed to command the new 
Horse Police and be designated as Suj>ci'iutendent of Police 
in this province. 

2 Viewing the little attention that can be paid to the miuutiiu 

of police by the Assistant Collectors, who are sitting Magis- 
trates, and have heavy revenue duties to perl'orni, I would 
suggest that as I am and long have been, Kxccutive Police 
Ollieer in tlie province, I should be aiipointcd Superintendent 
of all the I’olicc throughout it. 

3 Uy being appointed Superintendent of Police I jn'opose in 

aililitiou to the llhcel Corps to have placed under me the 
comniand ol‘ the Jlounted Police in lieu of the ijrcsx’iit 
Detachment of the Poona Au.xiliarj’ Horse, (if such a body 
is to be emplo^'cd) as also all the chowkedai-s, llukhwaldars, 
^’illago and Town h’oujdar Patclls and Peons. 

i xVt present I am supposed to be responsible for the peace of 
the province in general and to keep a vigilant eye over nil 
the Police, to suppress robbcr 3 -, plunderings, and all crime. 
I have hitherto exerted myself as I best could, but I find that 
iny authoi'itj' requires still to be more defined, for although 
as Slagistrate and Senior Bhecl Agent I can superintend all 
the Bhecls and prcdntorj' classes in the Northern, Southern 
and tVesturn Bhecl Agencies, 1 have been su^iposcd b^v AssisL- 
aul Collcclora and Magistrates to have no businc.ss to inter- 
fere ill their districts with ehowkcdnrs, etc., ycl, without I 
have entire charge, it is impossible I can make all work ns 
they should, and I am sure the Assistants have fully enough 
to occupy them at their desk to prevent their superintending 
cliowkcdars, etc., as they require. 

5 By the arrangcincnb I am going to propose the apjjoint- 

incnt in question will not cause any extra cxpcncc to be incurr- 
ed by Guvernment, while it places me in a position to do 
justice to the duties you expect from me, and make the police 
much more compact and by tlic exaction of needful discipline 
more effective. 

6 The expence of the police at ' present amounts to 

Rs. 3,36,503-5-3 annually. 
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7 The dcbuJimcnl bf tlie Fooiia Auxiliary Horse costs at 

present Rupees l,lS,056-0-0 annually. 

8 My Mounted Police mil cost Rupees 84,91S, sheering an annual 

saving of Rupees and all I ask is that in seasons 

of searcify compensation allommce may be extended tovards 
them at the rate granted to the Regular Army. 

9 I have altered the usual proportion of Native Oflicers, etc.t 

attached to a Russalloh, because the province calls for a 
greater proportion of petty officers to meet the duty required 
of them, siidi as guards at Mamlatdars ' and Mahalkurrces’ 
Thanas. I have therefore provided each Mamlatdar's Thanali 
citlicr uith a Dnffadar or Nsik, and ns the hitter is to cecciTe 
three rupees extra pay, beyond that of a horsemiui, we may 
expect that he will be as efficient as a Havildar of the Line 
at a less cost to Government. 

10 I have made the horseman’s pay' SS rupees a month, so 

ns to enable a Bargeer to recciv'c a third of it or Bs. a 

little more than a Sepoy of tlic line receives. 

11 The Russallah is to furnish its own clothing, arms, and 

accoutrements, and all extras except ammunition, which, is to 
he indented for from Government. 

15 All ranks of this Russallah are to receive pensions for 

wounds in the execution of tlicir duty and pensions to thmr 
families if killed on service. 

18 All horses killed on serviee to be paid for by Go^’crnincnt. 

14 I have been connected with Russallah affairs for mony years 
XMwt and fed myself quite competent to raise and disdpBnc 
this body of Mounted Police. 

16 Its headquarters are proposed to be at Durrungaum, tlic 

headquarters of the Bhcol Corps, and by botii Foot and 
Horse Police being together they will be occiutomcd to act 
togctlicr and there is every reasonable prosped of an unani- 
mous emulation existing between them. 

16 1 propose the Rnssallah dress be a blue ungriea witli gold 

laee^ tronsers blue, Jndc boots — irith red puggree and cum- 
merbund. 

17 The officers to be armed with swords and pistols, the men 

with swor^, spears and carbines. 
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18 Tlic uccohipanj'ing statements No. 1, S, and 8, will show the 

pay« dress, and appointments of this body. 

19 If tliis proposition is sanctioned we shall liavc a permanent 

body of Horse, who will be well acquainted with tire Province, 
so essential for police and predatory warfare, and the 
present inconvenience arising from not knowing the country 
and roads will be obviated. 

20 I anticipate if Government should sanction this body soon, 

to be able to procui-c men of the I’cspcctablc families to 
enlist, but jireviousl}' I shall require a short time to explain 
this throughout the province, and then Government will 
have at their disposal a perinanenb body of three hundred 
and twenty instead of as at present only one hundred and 
ninety light Horsemen. 

21 I Inive stated that the sum that would be annually savetl by 

raising tliis body of Horse in lieu of the present dctaclimcnt 
stationed in Khandes is Hs. QTjlii. Of this saving I propose 
I may have my pay made up to 1,400 rupees, vis;, 800 
rupees my present pay as Commandant of the Bhccl Corps ' 
and Bheel Agent with 300 rupees as Commandant of Horse 
and Superintendent of Police as included in the expcncc of 
tlic Mounted Police, vide Abstract No. 1, and 300 rupees for 
the political and extra duties I am called on to perform, which 
will leave a clear annual saving to Government of Rupees 
23,344. 

22 AVith this stipend I shall be happy to remain in ICliandcs, 

as long as I possibly can and, as I have been so maii 3 ’ j'cars 
in Khandes, I have much more weight in it than a new 
officer could Inivc, and length of service and experience 
gained, qualify me 1 hope to render au adequate return for 
more liberal cousidcralion. 

I have the honor to be. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

(Signed) A¥. T. MORRIS, 

Bhccl Agent. 


Camp Malugaum 
SOth November 1849. 
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No important: warlike opcntMont were reported between 1840 
and 1859. In 1851 a gan^r from over the border was said to be ' 
invading the Akrani, and Lieutenant Kane asked for a detndiment, 
bnb his request was treated witli contempt. Apparentlj the gang 
was small and unimportant, few no more is heard of it. In 1859 
there was n similar alarm in the south-east whidi also proved false. 
Capt. Rose was sent down there at Major Morris* request, to assist 
him in Odd operations, but was allowed to return to Eannod in n few 
days. 

In the winter of 1859-SS it seemed as though a general 
rdidlion were likely in the province. Govmnment had ordered that 
a Revenue Surrey be nndertaken and several officers were ap- 
pointed to commence operations. It appears that the inhatutonts of ^ 
the west xmrt of the province submitted a petition to Gbivcmment, 
praying tMt no survey be introduced. Pending the decision of 
Government on this petition, survey operations were snspended in 
the west. The survey officers determined to begin work at Savdn. It 
has been remarked before that the people of Khondesh are extremdy 
conservative and averse to innovations. The cry of * a new custom 
is being introduced * diouted sufficiently loudly and penistentiy, and 
backed by almost any kind of arguments, probable^ improbahle, 
or impossible, bos always been and now is the eosleat method of 
rousing the worst passions of the people. Sudi a cry was raised 
at Savda, and a crowd estimated at between 10,000 and 16,000 
persons promptly assembled. They drove away the Survey officers, 
beat the Mamlatdar, administered strange oaths, and announced 
tiidr determination to withstand the survey by armed force. Ex- 
presses were sent to the Collector and Major Morris, who proceeded 
to Dharangaon and there awaited the arrival of a regiment 
ftrom MMegaon. The inhabitants of Erandol seemed to be in 
sympathy and refused to supply transporti Bnt when the regi- 
ment marched in they qaicUy changed their minds. The Collector 
and Major Morris manhed eastwards with great ra|»dity, 
invested Faiqpur one carfy mornings and Savda later the 
same day. The noEei* were complete token by surprise. Their 
leaden were captured and their arms confiscated. The troops 
remained oome time at Savda, where order waa at onee restored and 
the survey qperations were reemmnenecd. In faciv so speedily and 
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completely rlid the people bow to 1.he ai-med force, tJiatr not a Ijlow 
M-as struck, and in a few months the Collector was in a position to 
recommend the release of all except a very few prominent agitators, 
free pardon being offered to the rest. It is curious that no mention 
is made in the reports of this bloodless campaign of any part taken 
in it by tlie Bhil Corps. The forces, however, were assembled at 
Dharangaon, and the Commandant led them, so that it is inrpossible 
to think tliat no detachment of the Corps accompanied lum. 

The remaining years of Major Morris’ command produced no 
serious military operations. The gang robberies and disturbancc.s 
which occurred were small, and easily quelled by the local detachments. 
In 18S5 Major Morris left the corps, and Captain Rose succeeded 
as Commandant. 

Major Morris had been in the corps for 20 year's, and had 
actually served under Outraiu. He saw a large increase in its 
sti'cngth, and an expansion and alteration in its duties. In fact, i'ts 
functions altered from those of a fighting regiment, as organized b3' 
Ou'tram, mobile and r-eady to strike at a moment’s notice, but still a 
regiment, to those of a highly developed body of armed police, 
scattered in varying detachments over the province, doing its duty 
well on the whole, but subject to the faults attending on detached 
duty and infrequent supervusion. Only, one-fourth of the corps was 
at hoadquurtei's, and the guai-ds, consisting of the remaining thi'co- 
fourths, wci-e relieved at irregular intervals, and inspected when 
possible. 

The Commandant and Adjutant were also Magistrates and 
Police Officers, but they concerned themselves chiefly with their regi- 
mental duties. As to the 2nd and Srd in command, they did practically 
no military duty, and were to all inten'ts and purposes assistants to 
the Collector for work among tlie Bhils. They opened schools, 
repaired roads, superintended forests, and thinned out the 
dangerous game, and this in addition to heavy magisterial, police, and 
revenue duties. The introduction of vaccination, and the improve- 
ment of the cotton staple were among 'the ■various odd jobs to which 
Captain Rose turned bis hand. It is noteworthy that great assistance 
was given him hi building a road up the Ajauta Ghat, and parti- 
cularly in the unsparing destruction of tigers, panthers, and bem:s, 
by Major Gill, the talented officer of the Madras army, who settiled 
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nonr Ajnnta and mode the famoiM reproductions of the frescos in 
the Ajnnta cns'cs. 

It is hardly to be irondcred at, considering the* scini-detnehed 
position of lus ofRccrs, that the quarreU over <lisripliiiiiry matters 
uUnded to above sliould have been frequent and bitter. Major 
Morris appears, to one casually reading the numerous loiters on 
tlicsc topin', to have been somcwlint punetQious, apt to pose as a 
strict soldier, and to put on tlie airs of tlic oldest resident.” He 
cannot be denied, lioircvcr, the honour of Imving carried on and 
completed Outram’s work, both as soldier and organizer, and if he 
seemed unduly touchy and sensitive, it is only fair to him to attri- 
bute his attitadc to a pride in his cegiment. 

The Goi'crnment minute on liis services is here reproduced. 

MEMO. 

Under date the SSrd July 18S5, Lieutenant (now Major) 

W. J. Morris, was appointed Adjutant of the Ehandcsli Bhed 
Corps, and confirmed in that appointment on the S7th of the 
following month. On the 19th May 1841 he was appointed 
Acting Bhecl Agent and Commandant of the Bliondesh Bhed 
Corps and confirmed on the 16th July 1846. Finally on 
the Srd September 1862 he was appointed Political Assistant 
to the Collector and Magistrate of Khandesh, with on addition 
to his salary of Bs. 900 per mensem. 

S Mqjor Morris’ services have been specially noticed by the 
Govemment eight times, once by tiie Government of India 
and twiee by the Honourable the Court of Directors. 

8 This Government complimented him four times, and tlie 
Honourable the Court of rHmeetora once for his higlily credit- 
able and efficieal superintendence of tlie Bhed colonies in 
Khandesh, as well os for his. judidous and sueeessfbl ammge- 
ments for the education of the sons of Bhed Noiks, and 
again this Ghivemment acknowledged the toet and judgment 
with whidt he, in the course of nine months, converted 
Nowloo Wulud Shuerol, a Dhang Raja, to peaceable, industri- 
ous and studious habits. 

4 Tbis Government, the Government of India, and the Hononr- 
abk the Court of Directors, severally thanked him for bis 
active and persevering opecafionB against the predatory^ 
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niiccls between the western cxtremifcj' of Uie Satpoorn Hills 
and the Nerbuddn River in the ye.ar 1841. 

5 In 1844 and 1846 he was commended by Government, in the 
first instance for the gallant capture of the strong GhuiTcc 
of Wurkheii’a, and, in the second, for the zcai with which he 
pursued until he captured the Kover Wussowa of Chickloy. 

(Signed) H. L. ANDERSON, 

Secreiary to Govervmeni. 

Bomhay Castle, 

Gth April 1856. 

No. 3007. 

Orders by H. E. LORD ELPHINSTONE. 

This incino. might be inconporated in a resolution conveying the 
thanks of Government to Slajor Morris and expressing our 
regret that the state of his health compel;, liiin to relinquish 
his appointment. 


Note by a Member of Council. 

No. 3,008. 

M.’s sendees as a Police Officer in the Ragogee Bangra affair 
and in other matters should, I think, be noticed. Thej' were 
distinguished. 



ClI^il’TKll XI. 


TIIK CAT.Xr nSFORK TIIJ3 STOKSl, 

A.VD THE STORM. 

C AP’l'AlN ROSE aiilj’ alficmtcd in i-omnianJ, for in 1856 Major 
A. M. IlaticlaroocI of tlic 9rd NaS'<-c Infantry n-ii« apjwintccl 
Coiniimnilant, adding to the already formidable liitt of hu titles tliat 
of Political Assistant to tlie Collector. Captain Rose, however, liod 
continued, before be left command, the huiiminry of incabures among 
the Bliilh which Captain Graham had brought down to 1848, ns far 
a- the rtirrcnt year. He gives tins following Striking tribute to Uie 
work of the corps. 

llic Ohcel Corps — upwards of a tliouband strong— affords a 
favourite dcld for tlic services and inaintcnonee of sudi us 
belong to it ; and to the agency of tliis local corps which 
is scattered over the ]Hrovincc in numerous detachments on 
police duties and as guards over tlic different district 
trcn.*.urics (vide Apiicndix No. 1) is nminly to be attributed 
tile state of public good order which is now iircdominant 
throughout Khandesh. 

Most of his reiiew is devoted to the increase of material and 
moral well-being nuioiig the Dliils, wiUi whom he Imd been more 
associated os agent tliaii as rcgiiiiontal officer. One pabsage is 
worlli quoting, to shed liglit on'tlic Rliil character. " 'Xliey disjiluy, '* 
he writes, ** affoetionate ebteon for gentlemen who liavc dwelt loug 
among them, and whose diameter meets their approbation, and tlicy 
still veuemte tlic name of Outnun. " 

In 1856, after long negotiations, the fort and surroundings of 
Sindva, which had been considered as part of Khandesh, though 
lying amidst Holkar’s territories, were Enally given over to that 
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The province was in a state of moi-e profound peace during 
1856 and the earlier part of 18S7 than had been kiio^vn for years. 
So much so, that the officials had nothing better to do than quaiTcl 
among themselves. The first of those departmental Inspectors 
General, of whom there are now so many, proved no more of a blessing 
to the district officers than most of his successors have done. This 
was the Commissionei" of Police, who was now finding his feet, and 
beginning to issue orders to the Bhil Corps ndthout reference to 
the Magistrate and Collector, nic matter was sent up to Govern- 
ment, which, fortunntcl 3 ' for itself, gave unqualified support to the 
Collectoi’, and practicallj' told the Police Commissioner to mind his 
owir business. Fortunately, for in Mr. Mansfield the province was 
blessed with a Collector who had four years’ local experience, the 
confidonco of Lord Elphinstonc and the trust of his staff. Though 
a Civilian, he himself superintended the military operations which 
once started became rapidly inoi'o extended. The militiiry officers in 
eliargo looked to him for advice and assistance, if not for actual 
orders. The state and conformation of any part of the Pronnee, 
ili suitabilifj' for martial operations, supplies, intelligence of the 
enemy’s uiovcinents and strength, all these Mr. Mansfield had at 
his fingers’ ends. Ho seemed to know instinctively when to begin 
and when to end an oxjjcdition, how to husband his forces, when and 
whei-e to strike an offoctivc blow. A more apathetic man might 
liavc left the soldiers to themselves, a more headstrong might have 
insisted on taking the field himself. Mr. Mansfield, though by 
no moans restricting himself to headquarters, seemed alwaj-s to be 
at the most central place, directing the commissariat, and constituting 
himself an Intelligence Bureau and gencrnllj' a mine of useful 
information. 

Major Hasehvood was a inartj-r to dysentery- during 1857, so 
that Sir. IMans-field at one time asked • that he might be removed, 
and that Captain Auld, now at Savantvaili, might be sent for to 
replace him. Major Hasehvood, however, rapidlj- recovered, and 
himself took the field in 1858. 

During 1857 Captain Birch, 3nd in Command of the Bhil 
Corps, proved himsqlf an officer of dasli, judgment, and ability, and 
neutralized the ill effects on the corps of Major Haselwood’s 
sickness and inability to work. 
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SOI 

ncfore prnrccdinfr lo r^liil4> thp iiicii1i<nls of Hic imibiny in 
Ivliniicicnh, il. will lie ii>. wrll in lake nnip iif ii iiionsnrc, wliicli ihougli 
it Rctuiilly lank pirccl Into in the niitnmn. Iin> n liciiriiif* nn nil the 
iiihsequciit proecprliiini. It wits tliaii;rht ilcsimlili: in .liiiii- or July, 
to ronilMit the cnoriiioiis crowds of rebels, Dhils nnil others, to mice 
n sernni] Biiil Corps. The nucleus wns rornicil of men from the 
old corps, iind recruits were olit.iiiicfl ns quickly ns pomiblc nnd 
tniight the cleiiicnls of drill. The Minctioncd ntrength of ench 
corps wns 1 000 of nil riuikc. .V otniF of Eiiropeiin ofliccrc wac 
appointed to ench ns follows: — 

Isl Khnndesh llhil Corps — 

Cnininniidnnl : ^Injor A. M. TInselwnod. 
find in Command: Cnptnin IT. F. Dnrics. 

.Adjiitniit: TJciii. .\. Uell. 
tinrl Kliniidosh llhil Corps — 

Caminnndnnt: Cnptnin IT. llirrli. 

Slid in Cnminnnd : Lieut. F. W. .Vtkins. 

These iippainlniciiis date from TUi Oclober 18JV. Some dilllcully 
wns e^porioiiced in procurtnp; nn Adjufnnl for Ihc Snd Corps, but 
Lieut. T. Tlinicher of the 11th Xntiw Infantry wns appointed in 
December. 

That the mutiny in ICItnndccli wnic indirectly set in motion b,r 
the tcrrililc events in I’pper India is without doubt. That there 
wns direct, coiiiieaion is extremely doubtful, nnd thnt there wnc nny 
collusion or nUcinpi at united action betneen the Khnnilesh out- 
laws nnd the mulinccni of TTp]icr India is impossible. 

The indirect connexion mny Ik> inferred from the ctoriec nnd 
rumours current owr the country, from the nrriviil of occnsionnl 
stragglers from the cent, of w-nr, and from the visible preparations 
of Government. Tlie rond from Ilombny to Upper Indin divided 
nt Dlinlin. It wns neccesnry to cross the Rntpiirns cither at the 
Rindvn Pnss, or by n-ny of Asirgndli. Alodern maps shew this most 
plainly, for the Agi'n road takes tlic former, nnd the G. I. P. Ry, 
the Inttcr route. Ofllcers, nwn^ and stores were continiinllj' parsing 
up. Xow Uic Bhils resemble the Irish people in many ways. 
Improvident and incoiisequenl, tlicy pocaess n strong sense of 
humour. Tliough it hns been shown that they made excellent 
soldiers, yet it wns their tradition to be ' ngin the Government *. 

20 
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Tlioy were also in the conditinn rlescribed as ‘spoilinpf for a fighl.’ 
'I’lioso whom (iovcrnmeiit cniploj-cd wore willing and iible to tight, for 
fioverninenl. TJnemploved liliil.s i)rcferrcd tigliting ngain.sti Govern- 
ment to going without a fight altogellier. Unlike the Iri.sh, most 
of llicm hail lieen l)nl a few years ]>nst. untamed savages, at war 
noi only with t.liefr own recognized Govcrnmcnl, but wHli civilizalion 
and lunnanit.y generally. The combination of all those charac- 
teristics, and the circumstances of Ibo times were no doubt too 
strong for Hhil equanimity, so that the Rbils yielded to the tompla- 
lion to lake to the hills once more. 

Of direct connexion between the Ithils and Upper India there 
is little proof. Some of the leador.s boa.sted of letters of authority 
granted by Ihe King of Delhi. I'he cry of “ kill all white men ” 
was reported once in Khande.sb. It was oven said Ibatthe enormous 
quantity of treasure looted by the Satpura Bhils had been sent 
through from Homba3- on purpose to be looted, and so to finance 
the Bhils. As to the first statement, f 'aptain Birch righ tly argued that 
probahl_v no single Bhil knew where Delhi was, or bad heard of nnj' 
king thci’e. h'or listening to the .second rumour, an ofliccr of the 
Bhil Corps was ]>ronoutiee<l undul3' nervous and remanded to hi.s 
regiment. The Bomba3’ merchants who were looted were, it was 
arguerl, most ]>robal)l3’ honest dealers in opium, and it was onl3’ the 
guards over their treasure who were either timid, corrupt., or both. 

No single recorded action, movement, or ciirre.spondence c.xists 
to shew un3' collaboration between the Bhils and the Upper India 
nmltneers. They bad ample opportunities of combining with the 
rebels or eoimminienling with them hut .seized none. When Tnntvn 
Topee came almost as far as Ihe confines of Kliandcsh, not a Bhil 
went to join him. 

The .attitude of the Bhils in fact rc-semblcs that of the mad 
thjg in the rh3'me. 

The (log, to gain xomc private endx, 

iVent mad, and hit the man. 

Isolated from the general revolt, the Bhils .still contrived to 
give .a great deal of trouble, and to cause the expenditure of 1110113’ 
men and much nionc3’ before they ivere again reduced to .submission. 

The first active operations took place in the nioiitli of June, 
.yi'hen news was received that a largo body of H. H. the Kizain’s 
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ca^-alry iib Auruiigubail Iiiiil uiiitiuiul. nml nu-c ilthcuiKliiig on 
Khuiulcbli Ijv war of the AjanUi Caiiliuii Uircli wab quickly 

on the bpnl, and bciit tlic rolluiriiig n.qiort : — 

From 

Caitaix H. UIUCIl, 

1 st Assistant SDrjuiiNTnxnuxT or Touci^ 

To 

Majou a. M. HASKMVOOD, 

Sui'uaiNTUNiiuN'T OF roijt-i:, 

Kiiandkmi. 

Camu Jamiiair, Oifh June 1857. 

Sir, 

A re]tarl lias jiisl readied me from llic MiiiiilaUlar of Kdalubad 
that (TOO) seven hundred armed iiicii arc on Uicir iimrch 
from Aurungabiid to lioorliaiipour. They Ivivc not, 
howerer, yel readied Uie Adjuiita Gliaut. 

1 hare taken nil iicccsbnry iiieiiburcs for proairiiig iiiformntioii of 
tlieir mavcmciits, and shall act ns divunistniices may dictate. 

Should the number of iiiburgeiitu be exaggerated and not exceed 
000 or 400 1 bliidl attack them in the Glmut. Should tliey be 
of the reported btreiigth, I hliall be able onij to liiiiig on 
tlieir skirl mid to the best of my ability preiciit them from 
looting. 

!! Tliere being at present Uupccs ttSfiWt in the Jiunimir 
Treasury, 1 hns'e taken Uie liberty of advising the Miiiiilatdni' 
to formird Kiipuob 90,000 immcdiatdy to Ulioolia, and to 
cull into Jamiiair, wliutcrer money may be in tlic Bodwad 


1} I am right well suliblied witli my men. We arrived Uiib 
morning, tlius, notwithstanding pouring min, mud and otlier 
disagreeables, iiinking a uiurdt of (46) fortj'-bix miles in 
(60) thirty hours. 

4 1 have taken tlie liberty of oi'dei'iiig tlic Foujdur of Jniiiiiair 
to btaiid fast pending further instructions from you, and 
1 beg that you will allow him to remain just for the 
present. 

I have the honour to be &e., 

H. BIRCH, U.vi'TAix, 
lit Autt. S»gt. of Paliee. . 
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The r.uiiibi;rs of these iTcserters liail been much overrated. It 
was subsequently found out that there were never more than some 
t>0 or of them attempting to get into Jvhandesh. The matter' 
was, liowever, looked on very seriously by (iovcriiment, for a 
telegram was desjiatclied to IMr. Mansfield as under, and resulted 
in the orders quoted, 
jf 'etc graph ic M cssage — 

“ Can the llheel Corps at IJhurningaum combine with the lillich- 
jiore force to intercept and destroy fugitives from Aurunga- 
bad before they cross the Taptec.” 

" Send Exjiress at Dhurrungaum and Ellichpore." 

The troops at ^lalligauin should keeji fugilii es on llie 
Agra Uoad.” 

A’o. 168 of 18j7. 

From 

:\l.woi! A. M. IIASIsLWOOD, 

Co ji>i.\i; 1)1X0 Kii.\xi)iisii liuEiii. Coiti's. 

To 

Liisl't. U. C. KENNEDY, 

Ai)J f’r.vx'T, Kii.ixvKsii Uiibki. Coups, Diii;iiiiuxg.ium. 

Camp MttUigaum, SSilt June 1857. 

Snt, 

1 have the honour to transmit for your information a telegrai)hic 
message forwarded last night by Goveriiincnt to the IMagis- 
trate of Candeish, and to request that you will keep the con- 
tents thereof tchoilp io yourself and be prepared to act as 
circumstances dictate, nainel}', in intercepting and destroying 
fugitives from Aurungabad before they cross the Tajrtee. 

H Further you will have the goodness to take measures for 
obtaining correct inforniation along the frontier from Adjunta 
to Edulabad on the Itiver Poorna, and from Edulabad 
along the whole line of the Taptec in the eastern Districts, 
reporting in.staiitly bj’ express to the Isf Assistant Su2)erin- 
tendent of Police and myself the ajiproach of any fugitives 
who may attempt to cross the Tajjtec into this province, and 
at once proceeding yourself in jicrson with such men as you 
maj’ consider necessary to interceiit and destroy them. 
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3 You will luvc tlic gaodims on rcccijit of tliib coininuniciitian 

to detach from licadquarterK the following details to iu- 
crcobc the outpobfs of Scerpoor and Snwda. 

To Scerpoor, under the command of Subcdiir llappoo, S 
luivildars, 0 naiku, 33 prirntcb and 1 bheestce. To 
Sowda, under the command of Subedar Esrec Prussod, S 
liavildars, 3 naiks, 39 privatin, and 1 bhecstec. 

4 AiiiinuniUoii to the cjctent of one hundred rounds per man 

n-Kli a due proportion of ]iercU'»ion caps to be transmitted 
with each detail on the bullocks attached to the corps. In- 
structions for tile guidance of the oHicers in command of ilie 
above details will be trunsuuttcd to tliem direct, and a cop; 
of the same fowarded for your information hereafter. 

I hare the honor to be 
Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

A. M. 1IASELW(X)D, M.vjok, 

Commanding Bheel Corp$. 

Captain Birch succcmlcd in rounding up niid disarming SS men 
at Talegauii near Janiucr, but tliis was alL Tlic compunitively slight 
danger on the soiiUicni frontier was now eclipsed by a niucli moi-e 
serious one at Burhanpur and ^Vairgadli. Captain Bii-di left Jainiier 
on 4Ui July and arrivcil at lia^'cr on 0th inoniing, another little jaunt 
of some miles. Two companies of liic lOtli Xntivc Infantry and 
two troops of tlie Xizoiii’s Kisula hud been ordered to Haver on Snd, 
but did not arrive in time. Tlic Bhils hod little rest oftci' tlieir long 
march, for Captain Birdi had work for tlicm to do, us his letter 
quoted sliows: — 

From 

CArT.«K H. BmCH, 

IbT AbSHTJLKT SursUXTKKDEKT ov Foucr. 

To 

S. MANSFIELD, EsauixE. 

CoLUCTOa ARD MaouTXATx, Ksarsesk. 

Camp Ravair, 6th Julg 1857. 

Sin, 

I have the honor to submit that 1 hav’c just received a Heport 
from the Mamletdor of Asseerghur, who is stationed at 
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Buhadurpoor (3 miles Ibis side of Boorhanpoor) that a part 
of the Sciiidia’s contingent belonging to. the garrison of 
Asscerghur, who have been for some time on duty at Boor- 
Iiaupoor, were recalled to Asscer on tlic J-tli, but that llicj- have 
returned to Boorhanpoor in a state of mutiny and tlircatcn 
tlic town. He further writes that tlic Soobah has closed the 
gates of IJic toa-n and refused to admit them. 

!i I nuircli on Buhadurpoor directly tlic men have luid soincthiug 
to cat, and my furUicr operations will of course depend on 
cireunutauces. 

I liavc the honour to be 
Sir, 

Your most obedient scrxiint 

H. BIllCH, 

U% Auutaitt SnpcrintcHdcHi of Police, 

The little force of Bhils, just one hundred strong, marched on 
Burhaupoor, arriving there at daybreak. WIuili they did is best told 
in Captain Birch’s oa-n words. 

From 

Cu'TAix H. BIUCH, 

1st Assistant Supbiuxtjskbbkt or Pojuce. 

To 

S. ilANSFIKLD, Esuuibe, 

COUJSCTOR AED MAGHTnATE OF KhAEBEBII. 

Camp Boorhanpoor, "ifh Julp 18d7. 

Su, 

With reference to my letter No. S3S of ycstci'day’s date, I have 
the lionor to report that on uiy arrival at Bohadurpoor I 
i-cccivcd a letter fi-om Colonel Ia: Mussuricr stating Hint some 
of the Scindia’s coutiugciit (105) one hundred aud five in 
number a-cre iu n state of .mutiny outside tJie anils of 
Boorhanpoor, and requesting me, should 1 consider It possi- 
ble, to ti'y and disarm them. 1 at once continued my marcli, 
arriving at Boorhanpoor at 8 o’clock this morning, and at 
daybreak having made my arrangements 1 nmiingcd to 
disarm these mutinous men wiUiout a musket being dis- 
charged. 
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9 I hnvc their nmui nnri nmmunition tinilcr a stronjf guard, tiro 
of tlic most iniitiiious a Harildur Sfajor and n Naik, are 
close prihoncm, iia also 9 of 11ie i.rpovs of the Soobah of 
Boorhnnpoor, vlio last night went <o the miitineerR and iii- 
formiiig them of iii}* approach bogged them to attack my 
forcc ere it reached tlic city. I attribute my micccm in a 
great, mcaxnre to the strength of my detachment being great- 
ly exaggerated (reporie I must own I rntJier favoured Uian 
otlicrwiac) Uie iniilinccrs Imving imagined that 1 had gnnii in 
the town ready to open on them should they refuse to lay 
down their amis. 

a I cannot refrain Tram bringing to notice the good condiiel of 
my Bhecls. Tliej inarclicd from Jamnair to Roorhanpoor in 
3 (tliree) nights and answered to my ei-ery order with the 
greatest willingness. , 

I have the honor to he, 

Sir, 

Your most olicdicnt servant, 

H. BIRCH, Caftaik, 
l»t AtnManf Snprrifrtcnilevl of PoVtee. 

Tliis done, more was to follow. Tliere was danger at Asirgadh 
tself. This is the way in which it was met. 

From 

r.\rT.\ix n. BIRCH, 

jVsSIRT.VXT SirpKBIJITKXDBKT OF FOUCS, 

9xd IX COSniAKD OF Biibei. Covfs. 

To 

S. 3HAXSFIELD, Esq., 

Cox.t.ectoii axd Maoistbate, KirAxnxsir. 

Camp Amrerghvr, Sth J»1/f 18.1T. 

Sib, 

I hnvc the honor to submit that, lost evening I received reports 
to effect tliatthc fort of Assoerghur was to he attacked in the 
ni^t. Knowing that Colonel Le Messurier had wo garrinoo.l 
at IS o’clock at night manned stcaltliily out of Itoorhanpoor, 
taking with me all the arms, ammunition, etc., of the mnti- 
neeis a« also the 3 ringleaders. It poured with, rain the 
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whole night iiiicl the rond in some places was scarcelj- 
passable. I consequently did not arrive till 5 o’clock this 
morning. No umente took place here although many people, 
inhabitants of the Fort, having lieard these reports fled, to 
tlie jungle. 

I have placed myself .and detachment at the disposal of Colonel 
Lc jMe.ssuricr for garrison duty. 

I have the honor to he, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

H. BIRCH. Captain, 

Asskianf Svpcrinlcndcni of Police, 

2«d in Command of Bhrel Corps. 

It was a hardy liltle band which had mai'chcd (lO miles, in 0 
nights, and had immediately gone into action, for of course no one 
knew that the Burhanpoor mutineers would lay down their arms. Bill 
it must have been a most sleepy .and weary little band th.at roused 
itself at midnight the same day, and proceeded to march yet another 
Ifi miles, Ihrough thick jungle and pouring rain, to climb the sleep 
sides of x\sirgadh. Its arrival put heart of grace into Colonel Le 
Messurier, and the arrival of the troops from JIalcgaon was confi- 
ilently .awaited. Tlicy marched in on the llth and Sindia’s troops 
wore disarmed. Captain Birch reports accordingly : — 

From 

Captain H. BIRCH, 

1st Assistant SirPEWiNTRNnENT op Police. 

To 

MA.Ton A. M. HASELWOOD, 

SUPEBINTP.NDF.NT OF POMCE, 

Camp Asseerghnr, ]2/7( Jiil}/ 18.17. 

Stn, 

1 h.ave the honor to rcpoi-t for your infonn.ation that yesterday 

3 companies of the XIX and llie c.avalr3' haiong arrived, t.he 
200 men of the Gwalior Contingent, fonncrly part of the 
gai-rison of Aseci’, were disarmed. 

2 Colonel I.e Mcs.surier having informed me that he can dispense 

with my .services probably on tlie ICth instant, I would beg 
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that instructiaiM ns io iny rcninminp; iit liuMuir or proceeding 
elbcwhcrc miiy be fiimuilied me. 

I linve the honor to be, 

Sir. 

Your nioiit oljcdicnt Kcrvuiit, 

(Signed) ir. M. BIRCH, C.W TA«f, 

1»t Axxittnut Superintendent of Police. 

This ntTnir niii}' seem a amnll one, but it ehouid be rcuicnibcred 
Hint Asirgndli uiis the key to one of the iiiniii through routes fniiii 
Upper Indin to the Decmii. Had tlio fort been lost inslciid of saved, 
it would bare been a most serious matter for tlio British army. Tliat 
it was saved is entirely due io Captain Bircli and his hundred Bhils. 
Considering the Icngtli of the marches, tlic ventlicr, and tlie terrible 
state into which cotton soil roads get <tnriiig heavy rain, it is not too 
much to say Hint no troops hut the Blnl Corps could have marched 
into Asirgadh with sudi expedition. 

Captain Birch and Lieutenant Kennedy, who had succeeded him 
at Joinncr, were now readied to Hhnmngiion, where they were badly 
needed to consolidate Hie raw mass of recruits being raised for Hio 
new Bhil Corps. Captain Birdi's dctadimcnt was rewarded with 
money, and w'Hk promotion in Hie new corps. 

Tlie eastern frmilicr now sccincd quiet, and it is to be noted 
Hint hitberto no trouble had been cxjicricnccd from the Bhils Hicm- 
selves. It was not long in coming. lieutenant Kennedy was sent to 
Hie west, where Bhils from Badi-ani State, under two leaders named 
Bhinia and Mnvasyn, had iisscmblal for the purposes of plunder. 
Lieutenant Kennedy inardied on their bonds, and fought an action, 
whidi ended in n retreat, and was considered by the insurgents a lic- 
tory. Lieutenant Kennedy was himself accused of cowardice. Tliis 
monstrous dinrgc was nbundanUy rcftitcd, but it was rightly thought 
that Ucutenant Kennedy had acted mslily and injudiciously. Instead 
of defending Ills own frontier lie advanced with insufficient forces 
n long way into difficult country after an enemy of unknown 
strength, only to be defeated and turned back. He was x>ronounccd 
unfit for " Police duty " and remanded to his regiment. Prob- 
ably the exact nature of the * police duty ’’ of Hiosc days, and the 
.distinction between it and military duty, might be made dear 

27 
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comparison with’ and duties of the Burma Military Police of the 
present day. That police force is more concerned with defending a 
disturbed frontier than wdth the routine usually connoted by “ Police 
duty,” and yet, only a few months before, little more had been 
expected of the Bhil Corps than is expected of the ordinary police 
of an orderly district to-day. Mr. Mansfield did not care to trust 
Lieutenant Kennedy with the sole pesponsibilit3-, but he recognized 
in him a brave soldier, for he requested him not to join bis regiment 
but to remain in the province and assist in the operations now- 
beginning, purely in his military capacity. 

Capt. Birch -tvas sent to Shirpur, Lieut. Kennedy being retained 
in charge of a detachment at Shahada and Taloda. Capt. Birch was 
for immediately attacking the rebels, who were reported about 800 
or 900 strong. He asked that Lieut. Kennedy’s party, and 100 men 
from Dhulia might bo sent to him. Mr. Mansheld was apparently of 
the same opinion, for he tclcgi'aphed vei’y decidedly on 8th Scijtomber. 

No. 3. 

Elec. Tul. Oppice, Seekpook. 

Sth September, 1857. 

Fr07n Malligamn, I'liesdap, 8ih September 12-0 afternoon. 

To 

CanTiUN BIRCH, 

Seerpoou. 


Prom 

Mr. MANSFIELD. 


” Send for Kajec Sing and ascci-tain from him if any bodies of 
Burwaiiee Bhcels arc encamped on the frontier of the Tlialnair 
Talooka, and if they are the same lately at-tacked by Lieute- 
nant Kennedy or different parties, or ascertain tlie possibiiitj- 
of attacking them and marching through the part of tlic 
country they are encamped in into tlie Sooltanpoor Talooka. 
The object of your going to Thalnair and Sooltanpoor is to 
prevent for the present incursions of the Burwanee Bheels 
into those districts which can only be effected by inflicting 
on them serious loss.” 

The reinforcements, however, were not sent, and Capt. Birch 
occupied his time in visiting frontier villages, and securing those 
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Bhils wlio ■were suspected of being in league -with -fclie enemy or of 
withliolding information from the nuthoiitics. The delay ■was 
fatiil, for the ■warden of the pass, the protector of tlie Agra Rond, the 
nominee and proteg^ of Outrain, 3-icldcd to temptation and joined the 
rebels ■ivitJi 200 followers. He henccfonrnrd becomes the most 
dangerous encm3' of Government, well knowing that he had little 
chance of his life if caught. Capt. Birch actually- interviewed Khajn 
Sing on the dn3' on wliich he rebelled, and was pul. off by promises. 
The hLstor3- of the next few day.s is graphically told in a series of 
telegrams and a letter from Cnpf. Birch, here reproduced. 

From Srerpoor, Wednesday, 'tih October 18.57. 

From 

Captain- BIRCH, 

hlAnuGAim. 

To 

Hr. i^IANSFIELD. 

*' Last evening IMahadoo Naik and Owdiit’ Nnik with about two 
hundred men came from the Scindwnh side to Sangvee Kajee 
Sing’s .station ; and 1 have just received news that Kajee Sing 
with tlie.se and other two hundred tlint he has collected has 
gone off. He told my Subedar that he was going to Holkar 
and would hereafter forward a petition and threatened to 
shoot him if he came near. I have however little doubt that he 
will join the gang under Bheema Naik. 

I have sent to Dhoolia for one hundred men and request your 
sanction to the same. 

T beg some Sowar.s mn3- be .sent. I shall at once take measures 
for guarding ■(he ghaut. 

8/7t October 1857, Seerppor. 

From 

Captain BIRCH, 

To 

Mr. MANSFIELD. 

" I have just rctumed, having foUo^wed up Kajee Sing beyond 
our boundary ; he is with at least five hundred men near the 
Jamiiia CliO'wkee beyond the ghaut, consequently three koss 
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beyond oiir boundaries ; he has cut the telegraph wire in 
many places. 

The post from Mhow has not arrived, so I fancy it must have 
been stopped, and the post to Mhow is about to be sent via 
Asseerghur. 

I beg that I may be furnished with instruction.s as to my further 
proceedings.” 


1 A. M. Tlnirsdny, 8th October 1837. 

From 

Captain BIRCH, 

Seerpoor. 


To 

Mr. MANSFIELD, 

MaI,I,I6AUM. 

“ Last evening Kajce Sing with between four and five hundred 
men looted Fullasneer,. carried off the dawk horses and 
broke the telegraphic wire in 2 places. Mahadoo Nnik of 
Nandcir Chowkeo and Dowloo Naik of Jamnia, both of the 
Scindwah side, have joined him. 

I think it would bo well if a company of Regulars were stationed 
here for a short time. I should then with my Bhecls be 
able effectually to guard the Ghaut. I sent off express to 
Dhoolia last niglit for one hundred men. 

E. T. Office Seerpoor, 

8tk October 1857. 


From Malligaum, Thvrsdai/ 8fh October 1857, Six A. M. 

From 

Mr. MANSFIELD, 

To 

Captain BIRCH, 

Seerpoor. 

“ I have sent off an express to Colonel Durand rta Asseerghur 
and hope Holkar will send off a force immediately to 
co-operate. However, when the company of tlie nineteenth 
and the Bheels and Sowars from Dhoolia arrive and you have 
p, chante. of attacking Kajec Sing I should not hesitate to do 
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so. However j'ou nrc on tlie .spot and can form a better 
judgment than I can and therefore I give jou carte blanche 
to do ivJiat 3-ou think hc-st. With two Iiundrcd Infantry and 
fifty Cavalry you ought to boat any number of Bhccls in the 
])Iain. I would not follow them into the Hills until you receive 
Tcinforcciucnt from Holkar and the Rajah of Burwanj'- ; tlic 
latter i.s planning an expedition again.vt Bhccmia Naik. I 
have no doubt tlint Kajee Sing if hard pressed will join him. 
You must h.ave a large party in Scerpoor. 

To 

.Mr. BELLINGTO^^ 

COMMISSIOITKR OF POUCE. 

Kajee Sing Naik witli three other Naifcs of the Scindwnh side 
have throwni themselves into a small fort on the ghaut two 
koss beyond our boundnrie.s, 18 koss from Scerpoor. They 
nrc above eight hundred strong, all the Bheel Cliowkednrs have 
joined and Bhcols from all sides are flocking to him. Amongst 
them nrc about one hundred and fifty matchlockmcn, eighty 
of whom arc Musalman. 

The dak did not arrive yesterday from Mhow so must have 
been stopped. They have looted the village of Fullusncir, 
and cut the telegraph wire in two or tlircc places, ten koss 
from Scerpoor. I yesterday followed them up beyond our 
boundaries. 

The day before yesterday I telegraphed to Mr. Mansfield that 
for the proper protection of Seerpoor and the road up to our 
boundary limits 11 koss, I required a company of Regulars 
.and one hundred Bhecls from Dhoolia; also Sowars making 
up the number to fifty. I have received an answer tliat 
these will be sent. But I have now telegraphed to himthait as 
these rebels comm<and Hie entire ascent of the ghaut, and 
have possession of this fort, an attacking force to manage 
matters effectually ought to be at least four hundred strong 
also that in my opinion Artillery in the shape of a couple of 
light guns are necessary — whether to attack or to guard 
our Zillah. I think an addition of fifty Sowars would be most 
desirable. 
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To 

Mr: MANSFIELD. 

Kajee Sing has thrown himself into Bliorcghnr Fort two koss from 
our frontier. Bhecls are flocking to him from every side ; 
three hundred more Imve joined him, making eight hundred. 

Amongst these are one hundred and fifty Matchlockmen, eighty 
of whom ai-e Musnlman and thirty our Bheel Chowkedars. 
Some of Bliccmia Naik’s men have joined him, and I hear the 
wliolc gang jvre about to do so. 

They command the ascent of the ghaut, and the fort, although 
small, is of stone and very strong. 

I consider an attacking force should be at least four hundred 
strong witli the addition of Artillery in the shape of two light 
guns — of course it would bo most desirable that Holkar should 
send a force to co-operate, ns escape would be prevented. 

I hear the Barwany Rajah’s Dewan has mutinied. 

Whether for attack or for patrols other fifty Sowars besides 
those you arc about to send would be very desirable. 

E. T. Of ice;'. Seerpoor, 9 October- 1867. 

From Malliganm, 9 October, Friday, 4"68 Evg. 

From 

Mr. MANSFIELD, 


To 

Captain BIRCH, 

Seeupoou. 

Have you been inside the fort of Bhoreghur, is there a gate to it 
that can be closed and is there w'ater in it. 

7-30 Evening, Camp Seerpoor, 9th October, 1857, 

From 

Captain BIRCH, 

Seeupoou. 


To 

Mr. MANSFIELD, 

MAEMOAUaf. 

Words, 74 S. R. 

I have never seen Bhoreghur. I have however made every enquiry. 
The gate is broken but is capable of i-cry stout defence, even 
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not taking into consideration the ascent of the ghaut. There 
is no Tvater in the fort but close bj- to the rear and right. 
If you think it necessary and order me I irill attack them, as 
no further reinforcements can be given, with the two hundred 
men coming from DhooHn. 

From 

POLICE COMMISSIONER, 

Poona. 

To 

Captain BIRCH, 

Seebfook, Keansesh. 

Tck-gi’aph to mo immediately whnt happens near you. What 
assistance needed. Are more patrols of Horse required. How 
far bcj’ond Seerpoor is tlie line cut. 

<?. T. Oficc Seerpoor, 9ih October, 1857. 

Seerpoor G. T. O^ce, 9th October 1867. 

From 

POLICE COMMISSINOR, 

Poona. 

To 

Captain BIRCH, ’ 

Seeepooe. 

Received your message. I wish you bad sent it sooner. Your posi- 
tion is one of difficulty but I believe tlic Comraander-in-Chief 
will direct aid to be pushed on to you at once, in fact I am 
sure of it. Telegraph daily. You -will do your duty, do not 
attempt more. We have lost the best man in tlie department 
in a most gallant but rash attempt against ten to one. 

G. T. Office Seerpoor, 9th October 1857. 

POLICE COMMISSIONER, 

Poona. 

To 

Captain BIRCH, 

Seekpoob, Canbebh. 

Cheer up you must not get ride now you are in orders Comman- 
dant of the Second Battalion of the Bheel Corps. Telegraph 
reply yesterday’s message. 
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Seerpoor, G, T. Ojfice 9fh October 18S7. 
Frovi Malllgaunt, Friday 9th October, 3-56 Afternoon. 

From 

Mr. MANSFIELD. 

To 

Captain BIRCH, 

Seebpook. 

There arc only two hundred of the 19th ycthi Mallignum for duty 
and though another company is warned for service it cannot 
be spared. There arc no more Sowars in Candesh available. 
As for Artillery there is none of sufficient calibre in Malli- 
gaum to breach a wall, but a gate of a fort of even much 
greater strength than Bhoreghur could be blown in with a 
bag of fifty pounds of gunpowder. I can't help thinking 
tliat the numbers you mentioned as liaving joined Khajcc 
Sing are very much exaggerated, but if they arc not they will 
soon be obliged to disperse to obtain the means of subsistence. 

Major Orr’s force left Edulabad on the fourth instant for Mhow 
and I have no doubt Colonel Durant despatched a consider- 
able force against these Bheels. 

You must take care -whatever you do not to allow Kajeo Sing to 
double back cither to Scci^oor or Choprah. 

The Company of the Nineteenth left Malligaum yesterday and 
one hundred men of the Bhecl Corps left Dhoolia also 
yesterday. Tell the Mamlctdar to have boats assembled on 
the Taptee to enable troops to cross quickly. I don't suppose 
Major Hazelwood will be able to send you any more 
Bheels. 

Camp Seerpoor, 10th October 1857, 6-30 Morning. 

From 

Captain BIRCH, 

Seekpoob. 

To 

THE COMMISSIONER OF POLICE, 

Poona. 

Mr. Mansfield has telegraphed -tliat no more troops can be 
spared. I have answered that as no reinforcements can be 



TBi: CAIAC A3n> Tltn 8T0SM. 


81Y 


given Mioulcl lie consider it ncccssnn' and order it I will 
attack ilic llclieln witii tlie two hundred men when tliey arrive. 
AnoiluT Blicel villngc five koss from this has been descited, 
and all the Blicels gone over to Ejajcc Sing. I hear another 
band is forming to tlic Xoi-tli East of Shadnh. 

1 hear the Bnm-nny BajahV Dewan has mutinied and is raising 
troopti. If true he will no doubt join one of tlicse bands. 

Notiiing of moment has ooeurred. 

Camp Seerpoor, 10th October 1867. 0 Stoning. 

From 

Captaq; birch, 

Seebfoob. 


To 

Mr. MANSFIELD, 

Maiugaum. 

All the fiheels of Bolnric Korreta and Roomkhera have gone over 
to Kajce Sing above one hundred. I hear for certain that 
Bliccmia Naik with his gang joined him yesterday. The 
IMnmlctdar of this place informs me tlmt he suspects all the 
Musnlmuii Reraitic I’coiis will do so. I have sent off express 
to Major Hnsclwood to send some men to guard Choproh in 
case the cnciiiy should go round by tlic Scindwah nde for 
attack. Tliey can’t get there from this side without my 
knowledge as I have pickets out. 

No men Imvc yet arrived from Dhoolia. 1 hear tlmt two buiuL, 
have foniicd to the north and north east of Shadoh. 

From Bombap, lOfft October, Saturdap, 10-10 Morning. 

From 

LORD ELFHINS'rONE, 

To . 

. . . Captaix BIRGH,' 

Skesioob. 

I have seen your message of to-day to the Police Conmnssioner 

• in whidi yon say you have asked Mr. Mansfield whether you 
should attack the Bheels with the two hundred men. I don’t . 
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Tvish you to attack tlicin but watdi them until further rein- 
forcements reach you. 

I have telegraphed to Mr. Mansheld to send all he can to you. 

Captaik H. birch. 

Assistant Supehintekdekt or Police, 

Khandebh. 

To 

a. MANSPIELD, EsountE. 

Magisteate, 

Khanoesh. 

Camp Seerpoor, lith October, 1857. 

SlE, 

1 have now the honor to report in detail all circumstances attend- 
ing the defection of Kajee Sing Naik of Sangwee. On the 
evening of the 6th instant I received a report tlint Mhadoo 
of Nandcir Cliowkcc and Dowloo of Sumnia Chowkeo both 
Bhcel Naiks of the Scindivah side, witli two hundred men had 
come to Sangwee on a %-isit to Kajee Sing. At dawn I 
started for Sangwee, and had an interview wiUi tliese naiks. 
They informed me that they had come to see their relation, 
Kajee Sing, fis also to pn3’ their respects to me. I represent- 
ed to Kajee Sing that it was not desirable tliat so manj' men 
should remain in our districts, and I hoped they would return 
the same daj' to tlieir own Chowkee ; he told me sucli was their 
intention and that he was about to give them somctliing to 
eat and send them awnj'. 

I left a Russaldar and a few Sowars at Sangwee with orders to 
report in the evening as to wjiethcr they had left Sangwee 
or not. I further took measures to ascertain that they went 
beyond our territoi-y. 

In the evening I received a report tliat the Naiks had left 
Sangwee but tliat Kajee Sing hud gone ivith them saying 
that he was about to visit Holker Sirdar, and that when my 
Subedai' (on duty at Sangwee.) had told him he had better 
not go without leave he had threatened to shoot him. I 
immediately sent off some men to Sangwee, intending to 
follow them upon horseback and sent off express to Dhoolia 
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Tor one hundix>cl men. SliortI; bcl'orc one o'clock A. AI. I 
l■ccciTe(I n report tliatKnjcc Sing hnd looted Pulliunair Gaum, 
I started nt once n-itli n few Sowars and followed Iiim up to 
about a mile beyond our Territory. I found tliat Kojee 
Sing and the above mentioned Naiks had looted Pullusnoir in 
the evening — carried olT the Dtik Hordes, cut tlic Tdcgrapli 
in three places iiiid were then nt Jnmniii (three koss beyond 
our liouiidiiries^ with five hundred men numbered nmongfct 
whom were .about eighty Mnshulmnn Purdnsccs, etc., and 
thirty-four GlinuL rliawkcednre. 1 rurlhor naccrtniiied that 
Darned Sing and Snmjce Kaik had joined the bnnil. I etn- 
tvoned fi picket of the Dhcel corpn at Pulhisnuir supported 
by .a weaker one at ICurwan, further I distributed Uic remain- 
ing ehowkeedars as I thouglit best. 

The following morning I found that Knjee Sing hod thrown 
himself into tlic Fort of Boreghur, a small but strong stone 
fort on the top of the Ghautt also that he Iind been joined 
by other three hundred Bhccis, tlic greater number of whom 
were from the Scindwah side and many from our neighbour- 
ing villages — his position was well cliosen and one of great 
strengUi os he commanded Uic whole ascent of the Ghaut. 

I coiisequenfly strengUiencd tlie picket atPuBusnair and advan- 
ced tlic one from Kurwun to Songwee filling tlicir place 
witli a number of cfaou'keedars. 1 also sent out Sowars to 
IMitrol the road os far os my out picket and wrote off 
express to Major Hoselwood to send a guard out for the 
better protection of Choprah. 

On the lOtli Instant it was reported to me that more Bbeels 
from the villages about hod joined Kajee Sing. The Mnm- 
letdar also expressed his dmibts os to this loyalty of the 
Musnlmon Feems in Seeepoor. In the evening 1 found that 
the Bcbels hod left the Ghaut and liad gone off to the North 
West in the direction of the Punch Samba HQls. ,A ran- 
forcement of one or two hundred men. from Dhoolia having 
arrived I yesterday advanced my men to Boreghur Fort 
evacuated by the enemy and sent out more Horse to Patrol 
the road betucen Fullusuoir and Scindwah six koss beyond 
our territory. 
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2 The strength ol‘ tlic enemy is (including all castes) as near as 
'I oan ascertain between eight and nine hundred. I have been 

informed Uiat ])hccinia Nnik with his gang has joined Kajec 
Sing but I am inclined to doubt the truth of this statemcnl. 

3 Although in consequence of Kajee Sing’s attempt to raise a 

large bod3' of men as x-eported by me to Major Hasehvoorl 
on the 24th ultimo and on the 80th ultimo, sind 2nd Instant 
to yourself 1 had my suspicion that his intentions ' xvere not 
loyal, still without soxqe good proof of the same I did not 
feel justified in, on my oxvu authority, taking any decided 
steps. Had I for an instant imagined that he was likclj' to 
break out into open rebellion I should have long before 
arrested him reporting the same to you. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

H. BIRCH, Captain, 
Assistant Superintendent of Police, 
It would seem as though Lord Elphinstone’s prudence were 
excessive, and that had Captain Birch, sick as he was, been allowed 
to attack Khaja Sing at once he would have found him strong 
lioi-haps in numbers, but with no organization. Probably a largo 
part of his hastily assembled levy would have repented, if 'taught 
a severe lesson at this early stage. As it was, the rebels were 
emboldened by the xvant of action by the troops. Khaja Sing 
joined Bhima, who only a few days later began to loot in Khandesh 
West of the Agra Road. 

It maj' be casually mentioned that tlie disaster alluded to by the 
Commissioner of Police was the death of Lieutenant Henry, Supei-in- 
tendent of Police, Alimednagar, who was killed while attacking 
Bhago j i Naik. This rebel had gathered a gang and was holding the 
hills betxvcen the present disti'icts of Ahmaduagar and Nasik. Troops 
xvere out ’against him, but he xvas exti'cmely elusive. More tlian once 
there were rumours of his intending to attack Khandesh, either bj' 
way of the Sah3’udris or Uic Satinalas. These i-umours, xvhilc thc3' 
caused anxiety, foitunately never materialized to any vei’3' serious 
extent. 
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()n Mr. Slansficld’s arrirnl at Shirpur. lie uiidoiToured to make 
ICIiiija Hinp ‘ conu* in.' To llio^c nlm do not know Bliils, lIiN plirosc 
iniiv NL-cin Olid. It lias bi'iii rct'opiiiKcd. tliat onu of tlic best 

nnrs of redeeming oiillnued Bliib mid of resloring order, ih to oiTcr 
to tlicir lender ii conditioiiiil pardon. Etch if llic «-]ioIc of his former 
po->>c»).ions, rig1il>> and privilege* were not ofl'ered to be restored, nt 
le.i*t pence and the means of lirclihood might be hud before him. 
tVliile not treated csnclly n* the Proilignl Son, he vus at nnj rate 
not uflcrcil mere liusks. Such has been the foitii of the Bhil* in tlic 
Brit Ml Gm^miiiciil, that many on one has * come in ’ to tlic oIFcrs, 
linniring that hi* life and honour would be safe. Uu Octolicr IStli 
Captain Birch tcicgrajihed “ Nothing ftiriiirr occurred, Klioja Sing 
hn< put off earning in till to-morrow.” Next day it was ” Notliing of 
importance to report. Kliajn Sing lias not yet come in." The same 
on the Slst On the SSnd, after detailing some looting, Captain 
Birch telegraphs ” ICliajn Sing has positiircly refused to come in. 
Mr. ^I.moficld has telegraphed to LonI Elphinstone for troops to 
protect the frontier.” On the S0rd " Almost certain tlint Kliuja 
Sing hn<> joined Bhimyn Xnik.” 

A letter from Mr. Mansfield to Government of Snd November, 
here transcribed, gisiis a clciur idea of the state of things in tlie 
Frovince. It also shews Mr. Mansfield’s sound judgment os to 
present needs, hotli military and civil. At tlint time few would Iias'c 
dared to suggest tlic scxiaratJon of revenue and magisterial functions. 

From 

S. MANSFIELD, Eso., 

Magistbats or CAwnzsn. 


To 


Secjixtaby to Govsbxmewt, Bdubat. 

Secret Department. 

Sir, 

In coutinuation of my letter No. 17S6 of SOth ultimo 1 have to 
report that two (S) villages witliin six (6) miles of the place 
' I am writing from were plundered yesterday by Khoja Sing, 
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Blieenia and other Naiks. Another village in the Sooltanpur 
Talook has been plundci’cd by one Rumalla Naik. 

2 I liavc also received intelligence by telegraph that a band is 
assembling on tlic border of Khandeish and Ahniednuggur 
Zillahs in the Patoda Talooka of tl>e latter, and four hundred 
of the Sinnur BhecLs are supposed to be making for Khandeish. 

U Prom the assemblage of so manj' separate bands for plundering 
it is evident that the whole Bliecl insur- 

rection and most stringent measures arc required to put them 

•t Being duly impressed with I he very serious slide ol' tilings I 
have tiiken upon mj'sclf the responsibility of ordering a large 
number of peons to be raised in each talooka in proportion to 
its size and proximity to the disturbed districts. Tlic princi- 
pal object of this measure is to relieve the different parties 
of tlie Bheel Corps ■whicli are stationed at the different tannas 
to admit of their being employed in militar.v operations 
against the insurgents in the hills as they are b3- far the most 
useful troops for this description of warfare. 

5 The total number of peons to be raised will be between one 

thousand and twelve hundred, and they' must be retained until 
the bands are dispersed or until the 2nd Kandeish Bheel Corps 
becomes ready for active duty, which 1 do not think can be 
the case for eight (8) months to come. 

6 I calculate that after the posts of the Bheel Corps are relieved 

by the peons seven hundred (700) of the former will be 
available for military duty. 

7 Tlie extent of the country in which operations must be conduct- 

ed is so extensive tlint I am decidedly of opinion tliat not 
less than one full regiment of N. I. exclusive of the 
dctadimcnts .stationed at Malligaum and Dhoolia should 
be in Candcish re.ady for field scri-ice in two (2) montlis from 
this date, which would enable tlie Commanding Officer to have 
five or six different parties of snfiicient strength to enter the 
hills at different points and beat down all opposition. 

8 These arrangements, however, will be insufficient unless 

co-operation is given by Holkar or the lionourablc Compan3'’s 
native troops from Mhow to prevent fugitives escaping. 
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9 In nddition to the nborc troops, I voold recommend four (4) 
light field pieces cnpihlc of being iiscrl in tlie lulls being sent. 
This is a suggestion of Major Haseliraod and should I 
think be acted on. 

10 Tlicre arc at present about one hundred and seventy sowars in 

Candcuh, and I would strongly recommend tliat two hundred 
more be sent. They luv of little or no use in the hills, but 
they arc ver3' efFceth'c in keeping the whole country- quiet. 

11 With the object of Jiiaking Uic police more cilicient 1 have 

modified the present arrangements. At present the Mamleb- 
dor is onl}' nominally the head of the police. I have made 
him the real one. All over India the officer, whether European 
or Native, who has revenue management of the district is the 
person who has most weight in it. From haying in his power 
to serve the interests of the tax-paying oHosses, he is naturally 
looked up to by tlie whole popniation. Everybody is anxious 
to gain his favour and ready to assist him with information 
and by every other means. Till within the last four years the 
officers of Head Hevcnne and Head Police officer have been 
united in one person for centuries and the people hare not 
yet become reconciled to the separation of the two. Bding 
therefore convinced tliat tiie pohcc of the country wiU be 
much more efficient under the Mamletdar. I have placed the 
Foujdar, his peons and the newly raised peons under him, 
and have told him 1 shall hold hini personally responsible for 
tlie police of bis districl^ tliat be must himself go and inveati- 
giite oil coses of serions crime and only deli^te the inquiry 
into minor offences to tlic Foujdar, and tliat his revenne duties, 
if he cannot perform both, must be performed by his Head 
Carkoon. Of course he will be subject to the orders of the 
Superintendent of Police. 

IS I consider this arrangement of the last importance in the 
present state of affaira, and I sincerely hold His Lordship in 
Council will approve of it. 

I have the honour to be, etc., 

5. MANSFIELD, 
llagiitrate. 
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In NoveinbGr Captain Birch appears to have hecn compelled to 
take a few weeks’ leave for Iiis health's sake. He returned in Deceni- 
her, and received this tclcgrain from the Police Commissioner. 
“ Delighted to hear you have rcLurncd successfully. You will polish 
the natives.” Tlie last sentence is ambiguous, but expressive. Can 
the Telegraph Department at so early a stage of its existence have 
already learned so much of the fine art of ‘ mutilation ' as to evolve 
‘ polish ’ out of ' punish ’ ? 

January was occupied in convoying siege trains and supplies 
through tlic hills on the way to Mhow. One convoy was attacked, 
but without loss, owing to the promptitude of Cai)tain Birch’s Bhils. 

From 

Captain H. BIRCH, 

Bbeei. Agent. 

To 

S. MANSFIELD, Esruibe, 

Magistrate of Khandesh. 

Camp SooVwanah, January 1858. 
Silt, 

1 have the lionour to report for your information that on 20th 

instant near Janmiar Kaja Naik with about two hundred men 
attacked tlic ammunition carts belonging to and following 
the Siege 'Pruiii, 

2 The rebels suddenly rushed into tlie road, planted a standard 

and endeavoured to remove some of tlic boxes, shells, etc. 
Tlie escort, however, being on the alert tliey were almost 
immediately driven back and loss of no kind incurred. 

S Some few of the enemy were wounded but carried off by their 
comrades. 

I have the lionour to be. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

H, BUICH, Captain, 

Bheel Agent. 

In December 1857 a large quantity of treasure was looted in the 
pass, and enquiry was made as to whetlicr tliia treasure was sent up 
for tlic purpose of being looted, that is, in, order to assist the 
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rebellion. No evidence to that cfFccb vas obtained, bnt CnpL Bireh'a 
report on the subject is instmetive. 

From 

Captae: H. birch, 

CoMHAXSDca SxD Kuakdesii 

Bheei. Coups. 

To 

A. BEITINGTON. EsonaE, 

COMUnSIOHXB OF Foucs. 

Camp Seerpoor, IBth March 1868. 

Sn. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your endorse- 
ment, dated S6tii February last, forwarding for my infoimor 
tion a letter from the Commissioner of Police. Bombay, and 
calling for any further information obtained regarding the 
plunder of treasure near Sdndwali. 

In repl3‘ I beg to submit that nothing elicited in evidence tends 
to prove that any collusion existed between the Guard in 
diarge of the treosnre, and persons residing in Bombay, still 
that prior to the attack some understanding had been come to 
between the said Guard and the plunderers, no doubt can 
exist in as much os (altliough numbering about three 
himdrcd) immediately on the appearance of the Bheds, they 
not onlj* laid down tlicir arms, but shared in the loot. 

S Of the three hundred (167) one hundred and sixty-seven were 
sliorUy afterwards apprdiended, and property to amount of 
rupees (68,630) sixty^o thousand six hundred and thirty 
recovered. 

Moreover they were brought to trial by Sir Robert Hamilton and 
one hundred and sixty-two sentenced to imprisonment with 
hard labour for the space of (14) fourteen years. 

I bare the Honor to b^ 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

H. BIRCH, Cattaix, 
Commanding Stnd Khandeth Bheel Corps. 

A few days after this report comes another, dated 5th April. 
The achievement reported was a great one, and received os it deserved 

39 
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llic thanks of Government. The list of property clisco%'erecl is most 
instructive. Opium is onlj- 1 /160th of the whole, "but Frendi coins 
form apparently a large part. It is .at least a curious coincidence 
that Government had been circulating descriptions of several French 
officers who were reported to hive landed in India with the intention 
of volunteering tlieir services as officers to the mutineers. Was there 
a dream in tlieir minds of revenge on the English and of the re-csta- 
blishmcnt of French predominance in India ? 

From 

Captaix H. birch, 

Assistaxt Stipeiiixtf.xi>e2ct op Pomce. 

To 

i\lAJon A. M. HASELWOOD, 

SnPEEINTEXDEXT OP POMCE, 

KlIANDESn. 

Camp Piirxoof}, 5ih April 1858. 

Sib, 

1 hai'e the honor to report that j-esterday I with (50) fifty of 

the Bhcol Corps and (12) twelve Poonah Horsemen proceeded 
into the jungle for the purpose of tracking up the rebel 
Bhccls under Kajcc Sing Naik and came on to their encamp- 
ment some (3) three miles from this. 

2 It was apparent that they had onlj' loft the hiding place a few 

hours and had retreated in groat haste. I followed them up 
for some distance in a north-western direction, and my 
impression is that they have proceeded to Amba Pawnee to 
join the band under Kaloo Bowa and other rebel leaders. 

8 I searched the jungle for some distance round tlieir encampment 
and discovered hidden in the rii'cr and buried under ground 
in the different nullahs property amounting in value to about 
Rupees (80,000) eighty thousand consisting of bars of silver, 
five franc pieces, etc. I further recovered (22) twenty-two 
head of cattle, great quantities of grain and about (500) 
five hundred rupees worth of opium. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

H. BIRCH, Captain, 
Assistant Superintendent of Police. 
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Tliib property wi« flktributcd ns prizc-iiioiiey. The Royal 
Frodaiiintloii on tl»c »ulijcct is here rejiroditced. 

AICTOIIIA II. 

Victoria, by tlie Grace of God. of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, Queen, Defender of the Faith. To all to 
whom these presents shall come. Greeting. 

Wlicrcns it has been represented unto Us by the Commissioners of 
of Our Tre-isur}*, that, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-seven, certain Bhccis, inhabiting tlie pro- 
vince of Khandcish, in Our East Indian Dominions, rebelled 
and levied war against Us and our authorities and tliut steps 
•were ttikcn on Our behalf to suppress and put down such re- 
bellion And whereas, during the proceedings had and token 
for that purjiose, LicutcnantrColonel Evans commanded the 
Satpoorn Field Force, wlurii force was composed of a parly 
of tl:c District Police and of regular Troops and nherens 
the said party of Police, unficr the command of Captain 
Birch, Superintendent, aipturcd in the niontlii of April and 
Mn3' in the 3-enr one thousand eight hundred and fifty^cight 
ill tlic neighbourhood of a place called Fulsood, in Indore, 
Bootv', consisting of bars of Silver, Gold, and Silver Coins and 
ornaments which has realized tlie sum of one hundred and 
seventeen iliousand and niiictyiJircc rupees, or thereabouts 
And whereas Our said Commissioners liuvc recommended unto 
Us to grant all the said booty for tlie use of tlie aforesaid 
Force of Regulars and Folim^ under tlie command of Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Evans and to give sucli directions as to tlie 
appropriation and distribution thereof ns to Us sliould seem 
fit, to whicli We arc graciously pleased to condescend. 

Now Wo do hereby gira and grant to Our Secretory of State for 
India in Council, for tlie time being, all the aforesaid booty 
and proceeds, in trust for the use of the aforesaid Force, 
Regulars and Police^ under the command of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Evans, such booty to be distributed by Our Secretory 
of State for India in Council for the time being, or by any 
person or persons he may appoint for that purpose in the 
following proportions, tis., to the soid LicutenantrColoncl 
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Evans, one-fortieth part of the said booty and pi-occcds, and 
the remainder of the said booty and proceeds to be distribut- 
ed amongsb the subordinate olRcers and men, belonging to the 
Forces, which took active part in the aforesaid operations in 
the following proportions, as far as the same may be appli- 
cable to tlic several ranks of officers and men engaged therein, 
such scale and proportions being settled and determined 
and fixed by and according to the calculation of the day’s 
pay of each rank, and being in the proportion of one share 
for each shilling of such day’s pay, videlicet; Majors, sixteen 
shares each : Captains, twelve shares eadi ; Lieutenants, first 
class, after seven years’ service, seven shares and a half each ; 
Ensigns, five shai’cs and a half each ; the shares of officci’s 
in command of Regiments to be double the amount of the 
shares attached and accruing to them, according to the day’s 
pay of their Rcgimcutal Rank onlj- ; staff Sci’gcants, thi’cc 
shares each j Color Sergeants, two sliares and a half each ; 
Sergeants, two shares each ; Corporals, one share and a half 
each ; I’livatcs, one sliare each. All officers on the Divisional, 
I'crsonal and General Staff to be allowed shares according to 
their staff 2)U3-, added to the half of their respective I'anks. 
Rcgiiuoutal Stair Adjutants, ton shares each ; Quartermasters, 
six shares and a half each ; Assistant Surgeons, ten shares 
each ; together with anj- additional shares to which thej’ or 
tiny of them muA' be entitled in virtue of additional jjay or 
length of service. 

And We are graciously j>lcased to order and direct, that in case 
any doubt shall arise in respect to the distribution of tlic 
bootj' or proceeds, hereby granted as aforesaid, or respecting 
any claim or demand on the said booty or proceeds, the same 
shall be determined by Our Secretary of State for India in 
Council for the time being, or by sucli person or persons to 
whom he shall refer the same, wliich determination tliereupon 
made shall, tvith all convenient speed, be notified in writing 
to the Commissioners of Our Treasury, and the same shall be 
final and conclusive to all intents and purposes, unless within 
three months after the receipt thereof at tlie office of tlie 
Commissioners of Our Treasury, We shall be pleased otherwise 
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to order ; hereby reserving to Ourselves to make sndi order 
therein as to Us shall seem fit. 

Given et Our Court at Rheinhnrdtsbrunn, tliis second day of 
October, in the tircnty-sisth year of Oui- Reign and in the 
year of Our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sisty^iro. 

By Her Majesty’s Command, 

(Signed) E. H. ENATCHRULL HUGIBSON 
LURE WHITE. 

B}' tliis time a considerable forces over S,000 strong, was 
collected in the Sutpums, under command of Major Evans. The 
loss of his camp and treasure appears to have exasperated Ehaja 
Sing, and he delcnnined to fight. His main body was on a hill 
cuillcd Amba Fani, but he had detachments at some distance. Major 
Evnns was surrounding him, and had three columns dosing in on 
him from various directions. A concerted plan of attack was drawn 
up, whereby the rebels were to be complctdy surrounded, and made 
to surrender or cut down. The wont of knowledge tluii a rebel 
dctodmicnt existed defeated the entire completion of tliis plan, but 
btill the results were safficiciitl3- satisfactory. The action at Amba 
Fani is best described in Major Evans’ own words. 

From 

Majou EVANS, 

Couno. Satvooba Fusiji Foacs. 

To 

The QUARTER-MASTER GENERAL or the ARMY, 
Camp Amba Famee — April 1868. 

Sis, 

I have tlic honor to report for the infonnation of His Excellency 
the Commander-in-chief that soon after my arrival at Bur- 
wonee 1 ascertained that Bheemia and Mowossa Naiks hod 
abscdutcly no intention wlmtcver of submitting to terms, and 
that their only object in negotiating was to gain time. 

S I therefore determined on attacking them on the morning of 
the 11th instantk os also Bjajoh Sing, Owchit Sing and Ealoo 
Bhowa, who I leomt were encamped with them. 

S With this view I issued orders to Captain Sealy to march on 
Daba Bowiic, situated to the eastward of Amba Fawnee, on 
the morning of the lOlh, and for the detodunent under his 
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orders, tliat under Captain Langston, wliicli was then at 
Pursool, and the headquarter detachment at Burwanec, to 
leave their respective camps at dtt3’brcak and to join in a 
simultaneous attack from the nortli, soutli and cast on the 
cncm3'’s jjosition on the morning of the 11th instant. 

•i As mentioned in m3' former letter Burwanec is to the nortli 
and Pursool to the south of Amba Pawnee. 

5 The chiefs with three thousand followers consisting of Jlack- 
rnnccs and Bhccls took up their position on the summit of a 
narrow and steep range of hill.s, the top of which afforded 
excellent shelter owing to their being crowned with rocks and 
huge stones. 

G jM 3’ own detachment and Captain Langston's attacked simul- 
'^TuViAprufsIs** front and rear at about 

Head guaf tors 8 a.m., strength as jicr margin. 

45 Poona Horse. Both columns advanced with much spirit 
ci'-cling round the encni3'’s left flank 

C0-4(li ■ attacked from three sides. 

llO-Bhcel Corns. 

2-4i MorUirs. 

Right Delach- 

Captain Laiigs- 

58 Poona Horse. 

236 Left 3Viiip 
9Ui N. I. 

68-4tli Rifles. 

70-Blioel Corps. 

2 — 4? Mortars. 

8 The troops were soon on the summit of the range, v here a 

determined resistance was offered under cover of the rocks, 
cspcciall3- by the Mackranics, who here fought dospcratcl3', 
and it was not till 3 p. m. that the hills were cleared of them. 

9 Many of the cncm3- escaped carl3' from the right of the 

position owing to the unaccountable non-appearance of Cap- 
tain Scaly’s detachment, which up to the present moment I 
have not heard of. The 011I3' surmise I can make ns to that 
detachment not having come up, is that it may have met 
witli resistance on the road. 

10 The approaches to the cncm3’’s position excepting from tlic 
Soutli are most difficult ; that from tlie north was scarcely 
practicable. The dctadiment of tlic Poona Hoi'se was 
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uHinintclj placed so as to prevent chcapc from llie right flank, 
and the ememy vcrc completely currounded and their entire 
position gained. 

13 The enemy could not have lost less than one hundred and 
fifty, killed. Tlic number of x-ounded is iinkiionm. Sixtj-ttro 
men were taken prisaners, onl of which fifty-seven linvc been 
shot by sentence of a Drumhead Court Martial. About two 
hundred women and children have also been taken prisoners. 

I enclose a list of cnsnaHics. 

I have, etc. 

H. W- EVANS, Majob, 

Comdg. Satpoora Field Force. 

Furtlicr p-articnlars will be sent hereafter. 

From 

3£ajor EVANS, 

C031D0. Satpooba Fieia Force. 

To 

The QUAHTEH-MASTER general of the ARklF, 
Bohbat. 

Cimp near Silmaad, 14fh AprU 1868. 

Sir, 

Witli reference to mj* hurried report dated ISlh instant, inform- 
ing you of the entire defeat on the lltli instant of the 
insurgent diiefa at Amba Pawnee, where a large number of 
their followers were attacked by a portion of the Field Foi«c 
under my orders, and driven from a strong and well chosen 
position, the approaches to whidi, CEcqdang from that 
point they had reason to believe inaccessible, I have now 
tlic pleasure to express to His Ezcdlency the Commander-in- 
Chief how much I feel indebted to the whole of the officers 
and men of all arms engagetL for the very gallant and 
spirited manner in whidi they commenced and followed up 
the attade and in spite of intense heaf^ unsatiated thirst and 
an obstinate resistance of seven hours’ duration, obtained 
complete possession of the enemy’s stron^old. 

3 The co-operation throughout was complete and both officers 
and men materially contributed to the success of the day, by 
dis^ying mndi coolness and intdligence os wdl as courage. 
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8 As an instance Avhich fell under my own observation, I beg to 
bring to notice the conduct of Lieutenant Stanley Scott, 
Adjutant of the Bheol Corps, and Lieutenants Hanson and 
Sibthorpe of tlie 9th Regiment, who n-ith some twenty men of 
the latter corps (N.B. tliere were also some men of the Bhecl 
Corps and Easrec Pursad, Sur.-Major) made an attack at the 
termination of the day on a strong position situated on the 
summit of a hill, protected by large boulders of stone and 
defended by a number of Mackranies, who, rendered desperate 
by the certainty of their ultimate destruction, made frequent 
sallies, sword in hand, .and for some time offered a most deter- 
mined resistance. 

4! Those officci’s taking advantage of the little cover tlie ground 
afforded cautiously but perscvcringly advanced in skirmishing 
order, to within twelve paces of their enemy, keeping their 
men loaded for the final rush. They left four of their num- 
ber at tlie onslaught, but twenty-three of the Mackranies 
were left dead on the scene of action. 

6 I omitted to mention in my former letter that the four moun- 

tain train mortars were brought to bear on the enemy with 
some effect for a short time, but the rapid advance of the 
troops from both sides rendered their prolonged use 
dangerous to my men. 

G Lieutenant Bassavi of the Artillery was unfortunately severely 
wounded by a sword cut in a gallant hand to hand encounter 
with one of the enemy. 

7 The detachment Poona Irregular Horse under Naib Russeldar 

Hyat Meer Khan did excellent service by taking up a posi- 
tion on the enemy's right and thereby cutting off his retreat 
in that direction. 

8 I beg to enclose the accompanying report from Captain 

Langston, and in thanking Captain Birch and Lieutenant 
Hall for the gallant conduct noticed tlierein, I would also 
acknowledge the prompt, able and successful manner in which 
Captain Langston- conducted the attack on the enemy’s rear. 

9 I find I have greatly underrated the enemy’s loss ; one hund- 

red and seventy bodies were counted after tlie action. The 
number of killed must therefore have exceeded two hundred. 
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10 I aku learn that in addition to thc>iAty-t«oiUL-n taken prison- 

ers four liuiidrcd and forty-five women and children and 
amongst them the wives of some of the chief insurgents have 
been brought in. In my former letter their numbers were 
under-estimated. 

11 I beg to enclose an amended list of casualties by which it will 

be observed that I omitted to nicution the name of Captain 
Birch amongnt the wounded and tliat most of the men who 
■n ere missing arc now accounted for. 

1 have, etc., etc. 

IL W. EVANS, Majou. 

Covtdg. Sat poo ru Field Force. 

V. S. — I have to express my obligation to Major Haselwood for 
having furnished me with the valuable information 
on which the attack was based. 

II. W. EVANS, Majou, 

Comdg. Safpoora Field Force. 

Captain Scaly, in charge of the Left Coliuiin, which never got 
to Aniba Paui, also fought a creditable action at a hill called 
Dhaba Bavdi. 

I'roni 

This OFPICER COMMANDING 

LEFP DETACHED COLUMN, 

Satpoora Field Foece. 

To 

The ACTING STAFF OFFICER, 

SATPOORA FIELD FORCE, 

Ambha Pawsee, 

Camp at Bahaana, IStli April 1858. 

Sib, 

I have the lioiior. to forward for the information of Major 
Evans, Commanding Field Force, tlie following report of the 
operations of tlic column under my command. 

3U 
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-\t thiiJighl 0 

A.riilfcri/. 

1 Cnplahi. 

1 Siibfiliir. 

1 Stuff S c r - 

9 llfivihlar':. 

12 Uiinl; 5; File. 

2/4 Artillery. ^ 

1 Jcnictlar. ’j — 

■'’ll 


File. 


P. Horse. 

1 LIcuLciiniil. 

1 IlusnUlnr. 

1 llussnltlnr. 

1 N". Ru!>sal(lnr. 

4 Dufferlars. 

37 Sowars. 

toth Regimental 
N.T. 

2 Captains. 

2 Liculciiiints. 

1 Ensign. 

3 Subedars. 

5 Jcmetlars. 

20 HftViltlars. 

227 Hank t, illc, 
10 Drunnners 1 
Fifer. 

S Dliccslics. 


)ii the nth iiibtniit, all the baggage and coinniis* 
sariat supplies being reader, tJic cohiinn after fur- 
nishing the requisite guards and escorts inarched 
strength as per margin, ivith the intention of 
co-operating with the other two columns in 
attacking tlic ciicnij* at Ainba Pawnee. After 
advancing about quarter of a mile 8 scouts were 
scut to a high hill on the right to ascci-tain if the 
cttcmj’s scouts could be seen. This not being the 
cjise the column marched on, and after advancing a 
half mile further a report was sent bj' the officers 
of the advanced guard that the leading files heard 
sounds as of the firing of mortars. 


Bhcol Corps 


1 Elouleiiimt. 
1 Subednr. 

1 .Icnicdar. 

4 Ilnvildnrs. 
71 llatik s. file. 


Thinking tlint this might proceed from one or other of the 
columns, I proceeded with mj- stuff officers to the front and 


had scarcely arrived there when some of the enemy were 
seen on the high hill to our right, and immediately a few 


shots were fired. 


The advance guard was instantly thrown into skirmishing order, 
and so soon as Cajiluiii Priggs came up with the 19th Uegi- 
uient X. I. he was directed to throw out a portion also. About 
this time the enemy’s “ nuggara ” was heard ami a green 
.standard ]>lantcd on the high ground on the rigid aimve 
uieidioncd, around which a large body of the enemy 
iKsemlded, n bile a portion iiioved to occupy the. ravine on 
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TIiP ■ ortlppT of llip fidi'Aiicv p^inrrl, rnpinin Anilcrion, soniig 
IliN. ])riincrlpil tn ili^Iodge tliMn : «lii|p <o rinplnyptl n pnrtj" 
of liii- ciiciiiy hail siicciH>cli.t1 in gi-Miiig In iiiir lufi front, 
wlioii ],ii!iiiL'iiitiii Alkiiis liMiiIiiig till- l!l■l.■ll:hlllL■lll of llic B. C*. 
arrivcil nnil Iiiiring drimi them olT lirld this important 
position vrith his flclnrhnicnl throughout thr operntionis. 

It w.i< in Ihi* perfominnrp of this duty that nfllccr was 
n'oiindprl, and after soenring the position kiis obligod to bo 
piinvej-od to thr rear. 

In ilip mcnntiinc the mountain train wns hrnughi into ponition 
nnd the gtin wax plnrcd no as to keep doim the tire from 
the ravine (whieh it raked) and from the high ground on 
the right front, while the howitzer was brought to play on 
the large body of the enemy where their alandard Imd been 
planted, whieh was shortly removed nnd llic enemy tempo- 
rarily dispemed, hut on their again endeavouring to bring 
the atnndard to the front with the view of planting it, n 
round or two from the howitocr again raiiRcd ita removal. 

Tlie fin* of the enemy on our right front however continued 
heavy nnd the enemy attempted lo deaeend but were driven 
hack by the lOth Regiment X. I. nsKiated by an occasional 
xliell from the howlfaer. 

It was about the time that an indivithinl of rank wearing n red 
tnrljnn, who had particularly attracted the notiec of nil, fell 
wounded and was earned olT (he won supposed to be either 
Diiwicct Sing or Xnjee Sing) and placed under good cover 
picked off a number of the 19th Regiment X. I. and from 
his piece several idiots readied the gun and liowitxcr at a 
distance of between 500 to 600 yards. It was only a few 
paces distant from the howitzer that Lieut. Blair in the act of 
conveying some orders to the officer commanding the lOUi 
Regiment X. I. was wounded. 

' TIic fire of the enemy now slodccncd, and finding that I had 
expended more than 4 of the mountain train ammunition I 
only threw a shell aoeasianaHy, when I saw any of the enemy 
collcclcd, but Rcdng from llie very determined opposttion 
we had encountered tlint a very large body of the insurgents 
were nroiind us, nnd encumbered with my wounded wJtlionk 
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tlic raesns for Hioir_tri\nsport., and having besides 1,000 com- 
missariat bullocks with the supplies to protect I considered 
it advisable to retii-c to my original position at Dluibba 
Bawrcc. Witli this in view and while the fire was slack, I 
directed the baggage and conimissarlat to retire, sanding the 
half of the Poona Horse with them. 

Finding that the enemy had in a great measure retired and fired 
an occasional shot onh*, 1 commenced to withdraw the troops, 
le.aving as a rc.ir gu.'ird 3 Companies of the lOLh Regiment 
N. I. accompanied by the gun from the mountain train, and 
reached Dlmbba Bawree without further casualties about 
IflJ a. ra., having been engaged with the enemy for 4 hours. 

During the action the enemy made an attempt to capture our 
Conimissarlat and had detached about (SOO) two hundred 
men for that purpose, but were most successfully driven off 
and pursued by a party of the 19th Regiment N. I. and 
Bheel Corps amounting to ,54 men, under Subedar Somajee 
Cudum of the former corps. 

I beg to enclose list of killed and wounded of the column, but 
I have boon unable to ascertain the loss of the cnemj’. It 
must have however far exceeded ours. Before concluding I 
consider it my dutj- to bring to the notice of Major Evans tliat 
the troops beliaved throughout the action most satisfactorily 
and that I was well supported by- all the officers and I am 
much indebted to them for their exertions on the occasion. 

I have, etc. 

«. P. SEALY, Captain, 

ComrJff. Left Field Column, 

S. Field Force. 

The troops eng.Tged in the three detachments are detailed, iis 
regards Amba Pani, bj' Major Evans, and ns regards Dbaba Bavdi 
in Captain Scaly’s report. 

It should be mentioned that Lieut. Atkins who was wounded at 
Dbaba Bavdi, bad been in the Persian Campaign with Sir James 
Outram the previous sciison, and had only latelj’ returned to tlie 
Bliil Corps. 

The 11th of April 1858 may well be called the day of the 
, culmination of the Bhil Corps’ history. On many occasions its 
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worth Imd iiecn rlhpliijpfl in lomi wnrrnrp, liolh inside and 
outside Klmndcsli. It lind fulfilled iis Poliee duties creditablj 
for 30 years, and had nssisied in mnkinp; ihe 1'rnvinec, prcnouslr 
to the prcHcnt rultcllinn, n ]mtreftil niiil pra»iK-Toiis InieL of 
eonii(r3'. At Jliirhniipiir mid Asirgndb it had proved its fearless 
devotion to duty against niutinecn^ even though thej' wen* trained 
soldiers. But nt Amlin Fani H n-ns nssoeinled with the Line on 
n footing of equality*. Side by side they fought, fell, and ronqiier- 
ed. Two Bhil Corps offirers were wounded, sM-ernl men were killed 
or wounded, and nil slinre alike in the lionoiirnhle roll of those 
* mentioned in despntehes.** Captain Birch was sliob through Ihe 
mouth, fortunately' witlioiil mneh ]ieminnent flnningc being done, 
and Lieutenant Atkins was severely' wounded tJiroiigh tlie 
shonlder. The loss of the rclicis w'ns most sci'ere. Over SOO 
were killed, mid many more must hai'e been wounded. Their 
main eomp, witli tlieir wives and families, fell into British linnds, 
and the remainder fled disorganized. 

The nclory was signal, and was duly acknowledged, bnt 
unfortunately' it was nob conclusive. Bhil outlaws may be com- 
pared to tape worms. So long as the head is not eradicated, it is 
not correct to say' that the disease is, eiirecl. Neither Kluija Sing, 
Bhimn nor ^lavnsyn had been secured or killed, and unless this were 
done tlicre could be no nssiimnec of pence. A good many eircum- 
stances combined to delay operntions. Tlicro was the onroming 
monsoon, and long discussions took place ns to the disposal of 
troopi, while tlic rains lasted. The Resident nt Indore sent his 
Assistant to lake Foliticnl clinrge. Tlie crafty Bhil lenders, nt the 
approach of an olllecr of nnothcr department, delayed tlic campaign 
by tendering their submission. Bliimn Nnik actually * came in ’ 
and stay'ed for scveml day's. He went oJT again on the pretext of 
fetching Mavnsya in, and having dclny'cd ns long as possible finally 
announced tluit nciUicr he nor Mavnsyn nor anyone else intended to 
submit. Major Hasclwood was annoyed nt the Political officer, and 
Maj. Bvann, giving him orders, while he was senior in rank to botli. 
He also got an onfoitunatc attack of sunstroke. Captain Bindi, 
though suffering from his wound, remained nt his post. It is easy 
to surmise that had he been in full health, the rebels would not hare 
escaped so long. 
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The result of the inaclion was that Kliaja Sing ‘ came- in,’ 
was pardoned, and actually reinstated. He, however, ns might liavo 
been expected, again jicldctl to temptation in the shape of a large 
treasure on camels, whicli he looted and went out again. Tjicutenants 
Atkins and Prob3'n pursued him and his gang, defeated him, anti 
recovered over one lakh of treasure. Khaja Sing was left a fugitive, 
and died bj’ assassination. This took place in 1860. The operations, 
though small as regards force employed, were both well planned and 
successful, and arc described by Government as having prevented 
another Bhil mutinj'. Lettei’s describing the final defeat of Kliaja 
Sing and the manner of his death are appended. 

From 

Lieutekakt F. W. ATKINS, 

Acting Supebixtekdent op Police, 

Caxdesh. 

To 

A. 11. GRANT, Esguibe, 

Actixg Collectoe anb Magistbate op Candesh. 

Camp Seerpoor, Qtli June' I860. 

Sib, 

1 have the honor to report that on the afternoon of the 1st 
instant after marching from IS o’clock the previous night 
Lieutenant Probyn and myself with a Detachment of the 
Bheel Corps and a party of the Poona Horse and Mounted 
Police, came up with the rebels under Kliajia Sing in the 
Satpoora Hills southwest of Ncwalla in the Burwanec 
territory and completely routed them. They fled in all 
directions, leaving all they possessed in our hands. We 
pursued Khajia Sing, Mahdoo Sing and the mounted follow- 
ers with them for eight miles. They eflFecled their escape bj- 
leaving their horses on the brink of a precipitous ravine down 
which they fled on foot — two of tlie number were shot down, 
and three wounded, the latter having been carried oflF b^' a 
party of Bliecls into the ravine. Night coming on and heavy 
rain having set in and our men and horses being completely 
exhausted, further pursuit was impracticable. We returned, 
therefore, to the rebel camp where we had loft the main bodj’ 
of the Bheel detachment. 



TUE CA1.M AXE 


i: BTOBU. 


S Wc Imltcd for the night in tlic hiUs and murclicd back to 
Bliorcgliur on the suiniiiit of the Scindirnh gliaut tlic next 
day, the heavy rain during the night having awollen the 
■inalleat stream so that it was rendered impassable and 
nothing more tiicrcfore conbl be done by us in the hills. 
Morco\‘cr the tlour we had taken with us for the men had 
become destroyed by tlie wet and tlie nearest place where a 
fresh supply was obtainable (vis, Palasnair) was distant some 
S5 miles, where baggage animals were not procurable to 
bring on nnj- supplies. Tlie rain continuing in the Hills, 
Lieutenant rrab 3 'n and mywlf returned on the c\‘cning 
of the Snd to Scerpoor leaving the men at Pulasnair where 
wc managed to procure good shelter for them. 

3 Tlic rout of the rebels was complete. Everytliing tlicj' 
possessed was captured by us, including horses, cattle, provi- 
sions, etc., and a bag containing some TOO fivc-Fraiic pieces 
also fell into our possession. They had sent olF their 
women and cliildrcii early in the morning to a place some 
six koss distant where tlicy had intended going the same 
night. All the hlusnlmaiiB and foreigners who joined ICnjcc 
Sing Imre since deserted him and a number of tlicm are 
prisouen in our hands. Prom tlie statement of a prisoner 
who left him on the Srd and who was apprehended the day 
before yesterdaj' below tlic lulls, it would appear tlmt Khajia 
did not succeed in carrying off any of tlic plundered treasure 
with him in liis ili{^it,'the greater portion of it being buried 
in the Gowhnria Hills be^'ond Wallwud. He pointed out to us 
a spot where wc discovered 71 bars of silver, but he cannot 
show the exact spot where the rest is buried. Wc Imvc 
pasted u pai^ of Blicels in the Hills to prevent any one 
coming to carry it off, and arc making every search for it 
in the surrounding jungle. 

4 The Bheds, the prisoner states, have deserted Khojec Sing, 
with tlic exception of some <n^t or ten who joined hitn from 
tlie Burwanec State and these were the only followcra he had 
when die prisoner left liim on the Srd instant. Khajee Sing, 
is thei'efore, a helpless fugitive and now that he has been 
deserted by the few ShandeJdi Bheeb who accompanied him , 
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wlicn liG broke into rebellion 1 trust tliat he \rill ere long fall 
into our luinds. 

I have, etc-, etc., 

F. W- ATKINS, Liel-tkeaxt, 
'Acting Superintendent of Police. 

From 

ACTING MAGISTRATli}, 

SeEUI’OOK, 

. 8th July. 

To 

S. MANSFIELD, Es«uiiie, 

POIACE COMSIISSIONEK, 

POOXA. 

The results of Atkins’ and Probyn’s cxi>cdition against ICnjea 
Sing arc most gratifying, cverj- foreigner in the Fund 
disposed of. Band quite broken uj}. Kajea a helpless fugitive 
starving in the jungles. One hundred and fortj-six bricks 
of silver recovei’cd and some cash, expect more. The service 
Atkins and Probj-ii have performed cannot be too highly- 
eulogized. By their promptitude and dash they have prevented 
another Bhil war. I hope you will obtain from Govern- 
ment some substantial i-ecognition of the good service done 
by them. Sir Richmond Shakespear has directed withdiwval 
of regular troops from Bur>vauee. 

A. R. GRANT 
Acting Magistrate. 

From 

Lieutexaxt O. PROBYN, 

Assistakt Supebixtendext oe Police. 

To 

CAPT.UX F. W. ATKINS, 

Actixg Supebintexdext op Police, 

Khaxdesh. 

Camp MalUgaum, 84th October 1860. 

Sib, 

I have the honor to inform you that the head of Kliajia Sing 
Naik was brought into Scerpoor on Uie morning of the Srd 
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instonl by Jemadar Rolicdcen, SImik Nliunoo, and Miaoree 
IQian peon of the S{Jpcn^r3* Police. Foind Sing his son was 
also brought in n prisoner. 

S In Jul3‘ last after ICIinja Sing’s Rond had been dispersed by 
our " dour” and Khaja himself was known to be a fugitive 
with but half a dosen Bhil followcris, n Mukrance Jemadar 
of the Sooltnnpur Police named Rohedeen was despatched 
in pursuit of him «‘itii a part3' of three or four other 
Mukranccs, and the two men named in tlic first paragraph, and 
with the usual instnietions authorizing him to use force if 
iicccssiir3'. Before tlicir plans could he airricd out Klmjcc 
Sing had been joined by Bhccmn Xaik, and Rohedeen Kaik, 
therefore it appears, entertained some dozen Mukranccs fk-oni 
the other side of tlic Kurbuda who were, I have no donbt, 
actuated by tlic hope of coniing the large reward offered 
by Government and in some degree probably b3' a spirit of 
revenge, consequent upon a r-cry cruel murder whidi IClinja 
Sing committed on one of his Mukmncc followers a day or 
two before he was attacked by us on tlic 1 st of July. 

S Being unable by nn3' otiicr means to ascertain where Klinjcc 
Sing was, Rohedeen hod recourse to stratagem and joined 
the rebels under pretence of taking service witli tlicm. 
Bhecma Naik it appear now parted conipan3' witli Rhnjeo 
Sing, and Rohedeen taking advantage of the opportunify 
and learning that Kliojec Sing's force was likely to 
receive n large accession of numbers in the eourso of n 
day or two at furthest, found it necessary for his own 
safety to make an immediate attack. Klmjcc Sing was 
killed in (he affair ns also was one of the Bhcels who offered 
resistance. Khajcc Sing's only son, a boy of about 14 
years of age who co^d of course make no figlit, was token 
prisoner, wliidi was matt fortunate os had he remained at 
large, his presence mi^it have kept up the excitement 
amongst the Bheds. 

4 The Bhed followers of Khajec Sing dispersed and fled in 
confusion on seeing then: leader fall, but had this not 
happened, a rescue would in all probability have been 
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fired, and tlial. shell struck the heap of powder and burst and 
the powder exploded, and 1,600 men who wore at that post 
were all killed. The rest began to flee, and we caught 150 
men and tied them to the trees at Aiiiba I’ani. Next day 
200 men were ordered to load, and the prisoners were Ijound 
witli rope and set on the edge of the hill, and Jlajor 
Haselwood Saheb gave the order to fire and they all died 
at once. And the Ivills were seiirched, and much money 'vas 
found, and musk and saffron and rujices ami ingots. They 
were placed in the Treasury. This is the story of Amba 
Paui. 

At llaba Bavdi were lOO of our regiment and Ivan'in Ahmadu 
was there, and tlicrc wore some rcgulai-s also. On them the 
Makrnnis and Arabs and Bhils fired from the hills, and 
Atkins Saheb was struck on the side of his chest, so that the 
Saheb was very sick. He made Motilal Jamadnr command- 
ing officer and came to Amba Pani. Motilal was commanding 
and making the assault, and he got behind a rock and sat 
there. An officer of regulars saw him and took his name. The 
regulars and Bhils took Dhaba Bavdi and assembled on Bel hill, 
and all the Officer Sahebs sat in one place. The Adjutant of 
regulars rose and said to Uic Saheb “ My demand is that the 
Bhil Jamadar who marches with a sword was hiding behind 
a rock, therefore he must be shot from a cannon” and some 
said “ Lot him be trodden by an elephant.” So they sairl, 
but we sent Shriprasad Jamadar and he went to Atkins 
Saiieb’s tent and told him all. Atkins Saheb said “ The Ad- 
jutant Saheb of regulars has seen him, what help is there 
But we said “Let the Sahib look in his book of rules. Wc 
have learned the rules of Light Infantry. In tliem it is said 
plainly, that in assaulting a hill one should use tlie cover of 
trees or stones only one should not delay.” Then the Saheb 
took his English printed book of rules and looked at all the 
sections. Then he asked for a doolie, and sat in it, and went 
where the Sahebs »vei*e sitting. And tlie Sahebs were told that 
Atkins Saheb is coming, and they all went near his bed, and 
he asked them “Who demands anything of my Jamadar?” 
And tire Commandant of Uie Regulars said, “ My Adjutant 
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has a demand and a complaint, that this .Tamadav was sitting 
bcliiiid a stone with his sword on.” Atkins Saheb said, “ Is 
the book of rules printed by the Sarkar right or no ?” And 
all the Sahebs said, “ It is right. ” And Atkins Snheb tlu-ew 
tlie book of Light Infantry rules before them and said 
“ Wliat the Sni-kar has printed in this, is it right ? My 
people well know tlic Light Infantry drill. It is written 
that one sliould save Ida life behind trees and stones when 
ndv.ancing to the assault. Accordingly my Janiadar was 
advancing in that very fashion. He neither retreated nor 
fled.” Tlicn all the Sahebs agreed with Atkins Saheb and 
reiccted tJie complaint of tlie Adjutant Saheb. 

Afterwards Ivliaja Naik was not captured, but witli Bhima 
Naik and two or three other chiefs encamped at the Goi 
River. Khaja Naik’s old servant Rohidin Makrani had been 
to his home. He returned to Nandurbar, and with him ten 
Maki'anm. The Fauzdar of Nandurbar sent tliem under 
escort to Probyn Saheb. tVhen they came the Snheb said, 
“Catcli Khaja Naik and I will give you Rs. 2,000.” Rohidin 
agreed and asked that the Police help him, and that he 
might be given an authority' Uiat none should hinder him. 
And ho returned to Nandurbar and told the Police and 
went into tlie liills, to tlic place where Khaja Naik was 
encamped. One of Khaja’s men seized him and told Kliaja 
that Rohidin Makrani is come. Kliaja said, " Take away all 
his arms and bring him to me.” They placed him before 
Kliaja Naik, and he said, ” Rohidin, you are my old servant, 
but you have seen the Knglish, and are come to kill me. The 
Sarkar offers you Rs. 2,000, hut I say, take Rs. 5,000 and 
return to your counti’y.” Rohidin said, “Raja, I have 
eaten and drunk of yours, never will I do such trcadiery. I 
will remain in your' service.” Then Khaja said “ Swear an 
oath.” And Rohidin took in his hand his Koran and swore, 
and Khaja said “ Take also the Bel,” and he took the Bel and 
Koran and said, “I will never do treachery to you.” 
Bliima Naik. said "Khaja Naik, this Makrani is a rogue, 
he wiU do treachery, do not trust hint.” But he swore many 
oaths, and the Naiks kept him, and ^vc liim a goat and 
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flour anfl saifl “ go and cal,” So Koliidin served Kliaja 
Naik. Now Klinja Naik was religious, and used to walk 
t.o worship, and he had wMi him a charm, that was bound in 
his hair, therefore no bullet nor sword hurt him. And he took 
off his charm and everything else by the Goi River, and 
went into tlie water to wash. But Rohidiu had caused 
a man to load his gun and sit in a nala by the river. 
Khaja Naik was looking towards the sun and wor- 
shipping, and then the Makrani fired the gun, and the ball 
struck Kliaja in the back, and he cried aloud. All his Bliils 
fled, and Khaja said, “ Take care of mj- .son Polad Sing ’ 
and fell on the ground. And his sister ran and fell on him. 
Then Rohidin drew his .sword and began to cut off ICliaja’s 
head, and his sister complained, hut Roliidin cut her to pieces 
and brought Polad Sing and the head to Dharangaon. And 
Pi’ohyn Saheb was very angry and said, “ Wien were yon 
ordered to ent off his head ? ” There was the Colled or Saheb 
tlicro and five or .six other Sahebs, and they hanged Khaja 
Naik’s licad on a nim tree near the school in Dharangaon. 
Many people came there to sec it, and the Collector asked 
Polad Sing “ Whose head is this ? ” He answered “ It is my 
father’s head." He was then 14 or 16 years old, but he was 
very angry and said, “ This Rohidin has betrayed his salt. Ho 
took the Koran and the Bel and swore, and he has belra 3 'ed his 
oath. God will be avenged on him.” The Collector Saheb said 
“ Do not fear, the Sarkar'will bo father and mother to j’oii.” 
And he buiied Khajn’s head, and made Rohidin a Jamadar, 
and gave him tlie reward, and scnfliim to Nandurbar. There 
he served three months, and of a sudden worms appeared in his 
mouth and on his body and he died. 

Bhima Naik continued to give trouble till 1867, when he 
surrendered and was transported. 

Nevertheless, the rebellion as a rebellion was broken at Amba 
Pani. The outlaws no doubt gave much trouble afterwards, 
but they were rather a menace to private life and property than to 
the State. The field force returned to Kliandesh, and took no more 
serious part in the operations in the- Satpuras,- 
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In October. Tantya Topee was approaching from Central India. 
300 of the Bhil Corps were sent to Burhanpur in case he invaded 
Khandesh, as was considered likely. Major Haselwood and Captain 
Birdi accompained them, mudi to their own advantage, for they 
appear to have been taken by Sir Hugh Rose, who needed officers 
knowing local dialects, on his staff. Henceforward Lieutenant Atkins 
becomes Superintendent of Police and officiating Commandant. Ho 
also was absent for some time acting as A. D. C. interpreter to Sir 
Hugh Rose while he was in Nimar and the neighbouring counti’y. 
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TRANSITION FROM MILITARY TO POLICE. 
THITH tlie rains of 1858 began tliat undisturbed jjcace wliich the 
province Jias ever since enjoyed. Biiagoji Naik’s gang, ■jvliicli 
had entered its southern borders, had been exterminated. The shadow 
of Tantj'u Topee passed and was gone, and tJie Satpura Bhils were a 
despicable gang of dacoits. 

It may be said that the Asirgadh march, and the Satpura 
campaign were petty affairs, involving a few hundred men only. 
But the impoi-tance of a battle by no means alwa3-s depends- on the 
numbers engaged. How manj- hundreds fought at Koregaon 
Bhima, or how many for that matter were besieged at Lucknow? 
At Burhanpur and Asirgadh the Bhils u-crc opposed to mutinous 
regulars, in the Satpuras to their own kith and kin. Yet to say 
tliey did not fail in their dut3" would be to use extremely moderate 
language. Their performjince vrns stoad3- throughout and at times 
bi-illiant, and the3' well deserved the Mutin3- Medals which were 
allotted to all who had marched to Asirgadh, or Ijad been present at 
Amba Pani and Dhaba Bavdi. Had the Sindvn Pass not been kept 
open for the passage of stores- and n-ar materials, nnno3'ing, perhaps 
dangerous, dcla3- would have resulted. Had Tant3-a Topee known of 
an as3-lum in Asirgadli, tliere is little doubt which wa3- he would 
have gone. 

Except that Lieut. Probyn M-as several times occupied during 
the next few years in hunting down Bhima and his gang in the 
Akrani, sometimes in conjunction with regular troops, sometimes 
with his Bhils onl3', there was no more active service for the 
present. 

The internal administration of tlic two corps began inimediatel3' 
to occupy attention. As regards the second coups, tliis was no 
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doubt very iiccc8SRr.T. Tlion/(Ii mnny riHrmits linrl been obtained, 
and ofliecn appointed, yet the second corps had never real]}* ncislcd 
os a rcffimcnial unit. On eampni^, members of both corps served 
together and were not dilTcrcnlialefl by numbers, but were olvaye 
styled men of the Bhil Corps. The offleers, appointed for specific 
duties, in the stress of the times had to do irhnt fell nearest to their 
hand. The recruits at headquarters received hut scanty and 
intennittent attention, for if an ofiicer did happen' to be at Dhar- 
nngaon, he tos sure to be called away for service elsevhere in a 
short time. 

Before he left the Corps, Major Hasclirood outlined a scheme 
defining the positions and duties of the tsm corps. He wished 
them to be both semi-military corps os hitherto. The Ist Bhil 
Corps was to be commanded by the Superintendent of Police, and 
the second by the 1st Assistant. Eadi was to be independent as 
regards regimental training and so forth, but the Superintendent 
was to exercise a general supervision over berth corps, and to have 
the command in cose of the necessity for combined action. The 
1st corps was to remoin at Dhorangoon, and the Snd to be 
placed at Malcgaon. Each was to have a Snd in command and an 
Adjutant. Tlie Snd in command was also to be Bhil agent but to be 
responmblc to the Superintendent os principal Bhil agent, rather 
than to the Collector. 

Mr. Mansfield opined tliat the Snd Bhil Corps should be a 
service corps stationed at Malegaon. The Ist Bhil Corps should 
be retained os at present, but should be relievod by the Snd Corps 
of detachment duty at Dhuha and Malegaon. Tliis would allow 
of nearly half the strength of the 1st Corps being normally at 
headquarters. The Snd Corps was to be ind^endent of the Super- 
intendent of Police, exc^t in' casm of emergency, sudi as frontier 
ontbreoln^ when the Snd Corps was to be liable to send aid os 
required. The BhQ Agents, now to all intents and purposes 
Bevenue oflkers, were to be responsible to the Collector, while 
retaining their appointmants in the Corps. Bi foef^ they irece to be 
in civil em^y, but liable for military duty on emergency. 

Government issued orders, which do not exactly correspond 
with either of the above opinions, but are obviously influenced by 
both. ' 
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From 

IT. L. ANDERSON, E.s«urnK, 

Secretahy to GovEnxsrEXT, BnitBAV. 
To 

A. BETTTNGTON, Esqttit:!:, 

C'oirMISSTOXKll OF PoT.TrE. 


Secrri Drpnrivirnf. 


Daicd 14th Dec. ISuS. 


With reference to Mr. Miinsficld’s letter to j'our address dated 
the 28rd October last, No. 1877, offering certain suggestions 
for the future organization of the two Bhccl Corps in 
Khandesh, I am directed by the Right Hon'blc the Governor 
in Council to communicate to j'ou the following observations 
and instructions. 

9 The Right Hon’blc the Govenior in Council considers that 
the best jjlan will be t-o form the two corps into a single 
corps composed of two battalions, each battalion to be 
treated precisely alike and to be placed on the same footing 
ns the Kolhapoor Infantry and San ant Warce Local Corps, 
which perform the duties of Regiments of the Line and at 
the same time take police duties. 

a His Lordship in Council considers that tlio Head-Quarters 
of the two battalions, wliich might be at I^Ialligaum and 
Dhurrungaum, .should always be of the same strength ns the 
wing of a Regiment and should take the military duties of 
their stations, the remainder of the Corps performing all 
detached and Police duties, thus relieving the regiments of 
the Line from service which are considered prejudicial to 
military discipline. 

4 Each battalion should h.ave its own separate Staff — Native 
Adjutant and Snbedar and Havild.ar M.ajor, but the Right 
Honourable the Governor in Council would make no altera- 
tion in the present strength of the corps with regard to 
European officers. Each battalion has its own Commandant, 
Second in Command, and Adjutiint, but as the coips will 
continue to be a civil one, the Superintendent of Police 
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will lutvc a general conuimntl over both baltalioiia, nlUiough 
it » understood that tliis should be sparingly exercised. 

5 TIic Bight Honourable tlic GoTcmor in Council trusts Unit 

with the aid of tliese battalions the Bheels will soon become 
attached to Uic soil, the assessment of wlirdi is now bring 
regulated on every moderate principles, and thus remove the 
necessity of keeping up the Blicel Agencies, although His 
Lordsliip in Counril quite agrees with Air. Alonsfirid’s opinion 
tliat the AgcncicB sliould be independent of the Police De- 
partment. 

6 As tlicse arrangements contemplate tlie removal of tlic Native 

Il(^imcnt stationed at Alalligaum and tlic abolition of Uic 
Brigade Command in Kliandcsli, tlic Bight Hononrable the 
Governor in Council has deemed it necessarj- to obtain the 
opinion of. his Excellency the Connuandcr-in-Cliief before 
giving effect to them in thrir entirety 
> I have the honor to be. Sir, &c., 

H. L. ANDEBSON, 
Secretarff to GovernmcHt. 

Bokbat CaSTIiE, 
lith December I8d8, • 

Apparently Bie Bliil Corps, after tlirir successes in war, settled 
down, strictly according to tribal custom, to a series of big drinks. 
Air. Alapsficld, Alajor Husclwood, and Ucutenont Atkins knew them 
well, and apparently bore with their exuberance. 

But Alojor E. F. Arthur, who tnme as Supcrintcudenl iii 1859, 
Alajor llasriwood having returned to Khandcsli fur a few niuiilhs 
and again luring left tlie Province, had not been eanipaiguuig with 
iho Bhils. He only saw the loosened belts and the inattention to 
discipline. His report is in no measured tenns, and it hod so 
•mudi effect on Mr. Aluiisficld, old Kliandeslii and lover of Bliils 
os he was, tliut he supported Major Arthur. 'Jlul officer couiplain- 
cd that lire Bliil Corps was losy, ilUtcralc, and incompetent of 
performing police duties. It mi^it furnish guards and outposts, 
biit for the detection and prevenriou of erime it was useless. Tliese 
important duties' were cntruslcd to die irregular sibondis under 
the Alnmlstdonv who were paid the great salary of Bs. 4t a month “ 
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ciich, find who worked, bribed, tortured, and corrupted accordingly. 
Major Artliur jjroposcd, in cfTect, tlial tijc second Bliil Corps should 
bo disbanded, and the Sibandis abolished. A new force of educated 
J’olice was to be raised, who sliould be responsible for those duties 
which had hitherto been neglected. 

Mr. Mansfield’s letter in support is a niustcrjj' summing up of 
tlie situation. It may well be understood that it was wrung from 
him. There is so to speak a suggestion of AVellingtoii standing up 
for tlic “ scum of liingland ” who won Waterloo, or of the antitheses 
in Mr. Kipling's “ Tommy Atkins.” 

No. 1384 OK 18.59. 

CAKDBlSn jMagistk.vte’s OfI'ICE, 

Dhoolia, 9lJt August 1859. 

Prom 

S. MANSFIELD, Esucjuk, 

JIagistkatb or Caxueisii. 

To 

A. 11. BETTIxVCTON, Esaviiti.. 

CoMMIfeblOAEB OF I’oUCi:, 

POOK.V.H. 

SlE 

1 beg to forward a report from Major Arthur, Superintendent 

of Police, on the present state of the Police in Candesh with 
suggestions for rcinodclliiig it at a considerable saving to 
Government. 

2 The Police of Candesh consists first of the two Candesh 

Bliecl Corps numbering 2,017 men in all ranks and costing 
Its. 18,218-8 per nicnscni. Secondly, a body of 92 mounted 
Police costing Rs. 1,903. Tliirdly, 858 Police Peons or 
Sccbundccs costing Rs. 3,712-13-1. We have tlicreforc 2,997 
men of all ranks costing Rp. 23,836-3-4 per mensem for the 
detection and prevention of crime in Candesh, the area of 
which is upwards of 12,000 square miles, witli a pujiulation 
c.xcccding 800,000. These numbers would be more thnn sufii- 
ciciil provided the qualificaliuiis of tJic men for police duties 
were even resjicclablc, but I regret to state such is not the 
case and noLwithslaudiiig the great CApciise incurred nothing 
can be more inefficient than tire Candesh Police is at present. 
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3 Major Artliur in his ath to Sth paras coniiueiits on the 

anomalous position of the Superintendent Buropean officer, 
being Commandant of tlie 1st Cundesh Bliecl Corps while 
liis Assistant is Commandant of the 2nd Corps. Major 
Artliur being Superintendent is of course responsible for tlie 
state of tlic Police of tiic Zillah aiid yet nearly half of the 
Police force is under the immediate control of his Assistant 
witli whom he cannot interfere either in punishing or reward- 
ing any men of tlie 2nd Corps. Captain Birdi being so very 
junior to Major Hasclwood and also being a great friend 
of his, no bad results ensued from the .arrangement while tliey 
were in Candesh, and I do not anticipate anything but cordial 
co-operation between Major Arthur and Lieutenant Atkins, 
but still a difference of opinion might occur and be very 
prejudicial to the Public service. I therefore concur with 
Major Arthur in the proprict}’ of reniodcllhig the constitution 
of tlie two (2) Corp.s, more imrticuhirl 3 ’ ns there is not 
bufficieiil ciuplo 3 iucut for more than four (i) European 
officers in the Police Department and tlie Bheel Agencies. 

4 The Government have recently ordered the two (2) Corps to 

be reduced to 800 men, but I would recommend that they be 
further reduced to 600 men each and made into one corps. 
There should be a Commandant and Adjutant with two (2) 
other officers as Assistant Superintendents of Police, who in 
time of sciwice could be employed witli the corjis. 

5 The 1st Bheel Corps was raised in 1825 and tlie strength fixed 

at 800 men. In 1840 it was dclcriiiiiicd to garrison Sciiidwa 
with it and an additional two (2) Coiiipanics of 100 men each 
sanctioned. These men have been enlerlaiued ever since 
tliough the design of garrisoning Scindiwa was never carried 
into effect.- 

C The 2nd Corps w’as raised in 1857, during the mutinies, and 
the strength of each corps was fixed at 1,000 men of all ranks 
making the Bheel levies 2,000, instead of the original 800. 

7 The object of levying the 1st Corps in the 1st instance was to 
civilize the Bhcels, and by giving regular pay to a large 
number to attach tlicm to tlie British Govei'nmcnt. The 
expeidment has been very successful, for while the Bheels and. 
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cuulics ul' Gujcral, Mahvii and oUiar <Ji!>lricU arc uliiiobl as 
lawless as ever-, the Cuudesh Bhccla arc quite the reverse and 
euiiniiit less crime tliuii other classes of the populatiun. 

8 Though the above satisfactory result has been ohlaincd little 

or nothing lias been done in tlic Bhccl Corps to stimulate the 
mental qualities of the Bhccls or raise their moral character. 
On a recruit being enlisted he is put through a course of drill 
for a few months and then sent on outpost duty under an 
inefficient native officer and is transferred from one post to 
another till the end of his service and seldom visits Dhurrun- 
gaon except in case of sickness. He is therefore very little 
superior in intelligence or conduct to his I’chilions living in 
the jungles. 

9 The eoiqis being entirely conqioscd of Bhccls with the exception 

of a few I’urdasccs, the Commanding Officers have been unable 
to repress drinking and improvident habits, owing to their 
universal prevalence, bj’ iiromoling the good and discharging 
the bud men. There is as much drinking among the nutii e 
and nou-cominissioned officers as among the men, and conse- 
quently the corps generally arc quite unequal to duties of 
police. This opinion I have formed after a seven years’ 
residence in the province. 

10 The original duties intended for the corps to perform were to 

guard district treasuries, garrison outposts in unhealthy 
situations on the frontier bordering on districts inhabited by 
difFcrcut tribes of Bhccls, and assist in expeditions against 
insurgent Xaiks. The efficient performance of Ihesc duties 
was not incuinpalihic with a very lo«- degree of intelligence, 
and 1 don’t suppose there are 130 Bhccls iu Uie two (H) 
corps who can read and write and at tlic same time are 
sufficiently abstemious to be entrusted witli duties M'hicli require 
higher qualifications. 

11 The eunstitutiou of the corps inquires, therefore, an entire 

reform if it is intended to iiuike use of it as police. At 
present Leu (10) men called I’urdasees are eiilerluincd iii each 
Company, and from lliciii arc selected a proportionate number 
of cunmiiffsiuued and uoit-conuuissioned officers. TJicse men 
are much higher paid than the Bhcel ranks, and were intended. 
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I suppose, ^n set an example ami at llic same time be a elicck 
on the Bhccls. This might have succeeded if the corps had 
been kept together in one locality and the Purdnsecs had been 
properly selected. The duties allotted to the corps prevented, 
however, Ihe former, and I regret to say that hj’ the neglect of 
the Commanding Officers the Pnwlasees are very inferior 
indeed, and in manj' instances not siqierior to the Bhccls in 
intelligcnee and conduct. I would therefore do away with the 
Purdnsee ranks and give the Commanding Officer (after the 
reduction is effected by the discharge of unfit and the stoppage 
of reci'uiting) authority to enlist those who maj' he found the 
most eligible, whether they be Bhccls or any other caste, hut 
to give the former the preference, and all should receive the 
same rates of pay, ns proposed by Jlajor Arthur. Rending 
and writing and sobrietj' arc indispcn.snblc.qunlincntions for a 
policeman, and (hough we cannot cxjTCct for some years that 
every membor of the police will possess them yet by keeping 
this object perpetually in view, I have no doubt ' wo shall 
attain it in a much shorter period than would be generally 
supposed. 

19 The corps was originally intended to comprise men belonging 
to all the different tribes in the hills and plains. This has 
been lost sight of to a great extent and the great body of the 
Bhocl Corps is composed of " plain ” men, very little re- 
moved from coolies. This, I think, should be altered and the 
Commandant should be urged to make efforts to secure men 
from the Satpoora and Satmulla Hills. 

13 1 quite concur with Major Arthur in the opinion expressed in 
his 1 1th para, “ that the elements for the construction of a 
good police force do not exist in the Cnndcsh Bhccl Corps 
and unless they arc placed on a different footing it would 
he better to let it remain a Political Corps, unchanged 
in its constitution, and perform the duties it was originally 
intended for, and be entirely unconnected with the police. 
It could then be reduced to its original strengUi of 800 
men. This reduction would involve the necessity of the 
undisciplined police being increased by an equal augmenta- 
tion, viz. 400.” 
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14 I also quite oonriir with the opinion expressed i)y Major 

Arthur in his IStli para, regarding the impolicy of entertain- 
ing Seebundees on a pittance which affords them but a bare 
subsistence. The rates of pay lie proposes to give them arc 
only fair. I should have proposed higher pay for them, for 
I am of tlie same opinion as the Commissioner in Scindc that 
tlie pay of a policeman ought to be higher than that of the 
regular sepoy of the line, but ns that would be higher than 
the pay of any othoi" police in the Presidency, I refrain 
from recommending any increase on Major Arthur’s rates. 

15 As to tlie arrangement proposed in A-Iajor Artjiur’s 15th para., 

I have no objection to offer further than I tliink the 
distribution of the different districts among the assistants 
should be loft to the Superintendent and the Magistrate who 
are Iho best judges of what is required. 

16 I have above stated that the duties of the Police and the 

Bhecl Agonci«!S can be conducted by four (4) European 
olfloers. As the duties of the two Agencies must be conducted 
by the two Assistant Superintendents of Police the expense 
of half their offlcc establishments should be debited to the 
Police and half to the Revenue Superintendent. 

17 I- quite agree witli Major Arthur in his remarks about the 

jiay of Powjdars and trust his recommendation regarding its 
increase will receive the sanction of Govemment. 

18 The measure proposed by Major Artlinr is, in my humble 

opinion, calculated to pi-omotc the cfRciency of the Police to a 
very great degree and as a saving of Rupees 3,466-1-4 
per mensem or of Rupees 41,693 per annum is effected, 
I trust it will meet with your hearty support, 

I have the honor to be. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

S. MANSFIELD, 

Magistrate. 

After some discussion, tlie arrangements contemplated by 
Major Arthur and Mr. Mansfield (now become Commissioner of 
Police) were adopted by Government in October 1860. The orders, 
and the statement attached, arc reproduced. 
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Jiiflicial neptirfmeHl. 


Bom HAY CAKTr.K. 
ISIh Oclobcr ISfiO. 


1 am t1ii-ci-lc(l li,v Hic Honotiralilc the Gorciiior in C'liiiiiril to 

nrknnwlcclgc tlie rcct•ip^ of your letter Xo. 2S8 clnteil 1 +Hi 
.Tilly Iiik( nnd to trniiMnit ropy of the Guvcrnincnt llcMiliilioii 
n'KoriHiig the reduction of the Snd Kluindcsh Bliecl Corps 
rmil your jiropoHiil to remodel (he imy and eniolunientK of 
the ilisriplined and undisciplined T’oliee. 

ItrMhitioii. 

The arrniifjeinenls proposed by ilajor Arthur and Ihe Coin- 
iiitssioner of Police Xortlicrn Division arc very judicious. 
The partial absorption of the Snd IChandcah Bhccl Corps 
irill prorifle (he cstablishmcnl of tlie disciplined nnd un- 
disciplined Police on »n cfficicnl basis and irilJ alford a 
snviii|{ of nipocs three thoiisiuid cifrhl hundred and scvenly 
(wo ]H‘r nieiiscni. The Honourable t4ic Governor in Cniincil 
n]ipi-oves of the iUTnnp(ciuen1s proposed and nirlhorixcs their 
adopt ion. 

2 The Honourable (he Governor in Council cdncui*s with the 

Commissioner of Police Xortlicrn Division in considerin;; 
that the pay of the Cominaiidniit of (he Cori>s may be paid 
in future at rupees cif^ht hundred per incnsein. 

I have the honour, &’c., 

H. AXDERSOX, 

Chirf Secrciary. 

In conscqiicni'c of these measures. Government also issued the 
followinfi; orders : — 

Xo. 35.37 of 1860. 

Bombay (!a8TI.k, 

17t7i October 1860. 


Judicial Dejtarlmeut. 


Sin, 

I am directed to acknowledge the rcceijit of your letter Xo. SSi 
of the 1 ith .Tilly last, and to transmit copy of (he Govern- 
ment resolution approving of the iipjiointmcnts i-ccommended 
by your resolution. 
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Consequent to the reorganisation and reduction of the Ehondesh 
Bhocl Corps it trill be necessary to mahe a selection from Ihc 
officers notr nttadied to Ihc ttro Corps. Tlic Honourable the 
Goromor in Council is therefore pleased on the recommen- 
dation of the Commissioner of Police Northern division trho 
was formerly Magistrate of Shaudesh to moke ihe following 
appointments. 

Lieutenant Atkins to be Superintendent of Police and Comman- 
dant of the Kliandesh Bheel Corps. 

Lieutenant Frobyn to be Second in Command. 

Captain S. Scott to be Third in Command, Lieutenant Stanley 
Bell to be Adjutant. 

The services of Captain Rice and Lieutenant C. Gb-ont should be 
placed at the disposal of His Excellency the Commandcr-in- 
Chief. 

The necessary orders have been issued. 

1 have tiie honor &c. &e., 

H. L. ANDERSON. 

Chief Secretary. 

The second Bhil Corps ceased to exists after a life of three ycais 
only. As a matter of fact, it hardly con be said to have hod any 
real separate existence from its parent. It was an additional levy 
to meet on emcrgeniy. Its members worked in and out wiQi those 
of the first Corps, and the two were newer distinguished into separate 
units. The number of recruitB enlisted into the 2nd Corps rose to 
800 in 1868. There ore in existence separate indents for clothing 
etc. from Major Hosdwood and Captain Bircli. But in another 
letter, referring to the Bhil Agencies, Major Ibselwood points out 
that both corps were perpetually riiort of one or more officers, that 
the officers hod to serve where they were needed, ^d to take with 
them sudi men os th^ could get. 

With the return of peace and the increase of pro^erity, tlic 
Police sepoys began to feel the lowness of their pay. Recruits 
became increasingly hi^ to procure, and men in service complained 
that they could cam more by private labour. Two curious reasons 
for tlic difficulty of procuring Policemen arc officially mentioned. 
One is, that the labouring classes were earning very high wages* for : 

84 
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Roing to’ the hills aEtl cutting sleepers for the new G. I. P. R.aihvny 
now being built. The other is that, tlie inlricacies of the new 
Pen.al Code were so great, that, they made Ihe Policeman’s life nn 
extremely unhappy one. 

At this time the parg.anas of V.arangaon (now Bhus.av.al) and 
Edalabad were added to the Province, haring been ceded by Sindia. 
A considerable stretch of jungle in the noi'th east corner was given 
over to Holknr. Much correspondence as to the providing of 
extra Police for the new additions ensued, but Government was all 
for economy, and little was done. 

In 1861 Major Arthur was succeeded by Captain Atkins for a 
few months', and then by Captain Probyn, who was destined to 
remain ns Superintendent Police and Commandant of the Bhil Corps 
for upwards of 20 5 ’cars. In himself he forms a link between the 
times of the Slut iny and the present daj', for there are officers now 
in service, or on pension, who servwl with him or under him. He 
joined in 18/58 almost immediately after Amba Pani, and much to 
his annoyance was made to do the adjutant’s work at Dliai’angaon. 
Although he missed the most glorious day of the Corps, he assisted, 
as recorded above, in crushing the second outbreak of IGi.aja Sing, 
and did a great deal of hard work about the Akrnni pursuing and 
rounding up the Badvnni rebels. 

In the same year the office of Srd in command of the Bhil 
Corps was aboli.shcd. The remaining officers were the Commandant, 
(also Superintendent Police and Principal Bhil Agent) tlio 2nd in 
command, (also Assistant Superinlcndenl Police and Western Bhil 
Agent) and tlic Adjutant, (also Asststant Superintendent Police). 
The Southern Bhil Agency, which comprized the country where 
Outran! began Iiis work, and wliicli was said to contain the wildest of 
all the Bhils, was now so civilized as not to require a separate Agent. 
Indeed, during the Mutiny’ when Bliagoji Naik entered the south of 
the Province, he seems to have reckoned on gaining some support 
from the Bhils of the Kaiinad Agency. Doubtless ho bad lieard 
tales of their ancient prowess, and tliought that, like tlieir cousins in 
the Satpuras, if they only had a bold enough leader they would rise. 
But every report from 1857 onwards shews how Bhagoji misjudged 
the Satmala Bhils. They stood firm by the Government which had 
protected tlicm, and refused either to join the rebels or to liarbpur 
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lliein. The consequence ivns tlial Blia^ji and liis followers did not 
reiiKiin in Kliundcsh. One reason for this iinprovciiicni was no 
doubt the spread of cultivation. The Satinalns arc not so much a 
range of hills as a range of cliffs. Kliandcsh — ^no doubt itself once 
a lake or sea, — lies .at the bottom. The Deccan plateau lies on 
the top. Both above and below Bm land is level and fairly rich 
almost to the edge. As cultivation extended, it began to leave 
only Bie narrow range of actual cliffs as jungle. Outlaw Bhils, 
like wild animals, require a large extent of jungle in which to hide 
and from which to sallj- foi-tli. The Satm.-iln jungles were jiarrowed 
to a long and inaccessible strip, and both outlaws and wild animals 
yielded to cultivaBoii. Captain Ovans and many oflicers down to 
Major Gill used to pursue the Bhils or hunt the tigers and bears. 
Now tliero is not a bear in the Kliandcsh Satiualas, and if a tiger 
is heard of, it is only an occasional wanderer. 

In 186S there was a scare, involving Khandesh and the Deccan, 
caused by the circulation of chapattis from villogc to village. 
This was considered by some to be an incitement to mutiin*, but was 
treated by Government with contempt. The following extract from 
ii letter written by the Commissioner of Police will show how diffi- 
cult it was in 1858 to distinguish between bitter tragedy and broad 
farce. 

Government will recollect that in 1858 Major Arthur triiced 
a similar movement (the same indeed which the Dejmt^’ 
Commissioner in Bcrar proclaimed to be rebellion involving 
the 2)Uiiishnicnt of death) to the fulfilment of the vow of a 
sick barber ; who having recovered from his own indigestion 
prepared for the village dogs a basket of pudding ends, 
“ about the size of a nine pound cannon shot ” which the 
Deputy Commissioner and his Medical Adviser thought were 
sweetened with treacle which apparently from having gone 
tlie wrong way caused uiucli uneasiness. 

Generally speaking, the Province enjoyed, from 1860 onwards, 
a period of rapidly advancing prosperity. The Collectorate was in 
charge of Mr. Ashburner, one of the ablest officers ever in tlie 
Province. It corresponded more nearly in area witli the geogra- 
phical Province tlian ever before or after. It is true that tlie 
fortress of Asirgadh, and the city and tahsil of Burhanpur, were ' 
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tacked on to Nimad. Why Uiis was done is not a^jparent, 
for in even comparatively recent docnnicnts .Burlianpur was 
alluded to as the capital of Khandesh. It and Asirgadh were 
garrisoned by the Bombay Armj', and both were saved by the 
Bhil Corps. It can hardly have escaped the notice of the local 
officers that there never was anj' but an artificial boundary 
between Haver and Burhanirur, that tire people west of Asirgadh 
are Khandeshi and those east are Niniari, and that the natural 
boundary is both well defined and complete. Be this as it may, 
Burlianpur was gone. Sindia however had quitted the Province, 
even A’arangaon and Edalabad being added to Khandesh. In other 
respects, except for the Nizam’s encroachments below the Satmalas, 
the I’rovincc was one and complete, and rvas as fine a Collcctoratc a.s 
man could wish for. The house of Jluinsi had been extirpated from 
Parola, for the local members of the family were implicated in the 
horrors of Jhunsi itself, their estates were forfeited, and many of 
them were transported. One of them on his return from banishment 
petitioned for the restoration of the Parola estate. In the course of 
his petition he mentions that he was ti’ansf erred from the Andamans 
to tile charge of Sir J. Brooke in Sarawak. This is probably an 
unique experience for the stay-at-home Khandeshi. 

The Bombay Agra road traversed the district from Chandore to 
tlie Sindva Pass, and was metalled throughout. The Commandant of 
the Bhil Corps was requisitioned for strong guards over tlie convict 
gang which Avas making the metalled road from Dhulia to Chalisgaon, 
to join the G. I. P. Railway. That line was complete as far as the 
Tapti, and was being pushed onAvards, Avith the effect of diverting 
trade from the SindA'a Pass. EA'ei-yAvhere branch roads were 
groAving, and Avere being planted with avenues of trees. These 
avenues still exist, to the perpetual glory of Mr. Ashburner who Avas 
responsible for them. 

Cultivation spread rapidly, the deserted villages were repopu- 
lated. The increase of the cotton trade, and the facilities for 
transmission, rapidly increased the resources of the ProAunce. The 
Bhils found ample occupation in agriculture, labour, Avatchjing of 
crops and other miscellaneous duties. Tliey Avere encouraged to 
return each to liis ancestral village. Their hereditary rights as 
A’illage Police Avere reasserted and confirmed, and their hereditary 
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Ittiids n-crc rcatorcd. In iJiorl, tlic Province become us peaceful and 
iw prosperouii us any otlier district The Bhil Corps automatically 
began to do tlie duty of armed Police, and tliut duty only, for the 
very good rciuaii Hint tliere was no strictly iiiiliLury duty for it to 
perform. As a military forac it lost its rauou dfelre, and this fact 
forced itself upon Uic notice of Go^-cnimcnl by degrees. In fact, as 
Uic years n-ent bj* tlic retention of the Bhil Coriw hceamc more and 
inoie a matter of sentiment and tradition. True, the scntimciit was 
kind and worthy, and the tradition honoumblc and glorious, but both 
littd event unity to yield to tlic practical needs of the age. 



CHAPTER Xlll. 


I'lNAI. CONVERSION INTO ARMED POLICE. 

T here is no doubt tlmt Ihc Corp.s n-ould have been much earlier 
converted into Police but for its Commandant. Slajor Probyn 
was one of the most remarkable incii who ever served in Khandesh. 
His cliivalry, his prowess in aim.s and in sjjort, and liis loveable 
character, endeared him to the Bhil.s .-is to every one else, and pre- 
vented the Corps falling lo ])icce.s so long as he commanded it. 

Oliver Frob 3 'n joined the Company’s- service in ISIS and was 
appointed to the 3rd Regiment N. I. in 184"k. He took jjart in tlic 
Sikh war of 18-18-1-9 and Avas present at the siege of Jlooltan and 
the battle of Guzerat. In 1849 he Avas cniploj’ed AA-itli the field force 
North of PeshaAvar and in the SAvat Counti-y. 

In la.lS ho AA-os- adjutant of his regiment at Sholapur, and 
there met Avith an accident AA-hich compelled him to leave the regular 
army. He aaks loading an Jtir gun, not one of the toys made noAA-a- 
days, but a poAverful Aveapon designed to kill. The AA-eapon explod- 
ed, bloAA-ing off his right hand entircij-, and Iaa'C fingers of his left. 
It is told of him Hurt he endured the necessary ojjerations AA-ithout 
anj' uncesthetics, and that as he Avatched the doctor amputating his 
arm, lie remarked that it AA-as being taken off too close to the injured 
Avrist. He Avas told that the object AA-as to leave him as long an arm 
as possible. But his idea proved coi-rcct, for in a few days it 
became necessary to amputate again near the elboAA-. 

For some time Lieutenant Probyn AA-as' on the invalid list. 
He managed to obtain some employment in 1856, Avhen he AA-as sent 
to Australia on dcpubition, with AA-liat object is not stated. He 
returned during the Mutiny, and Avas for a short time employ-ed 
AA-ith the Rajputana field force. Soon afterAA-ards he AA-as ap- 
pointed to the Khandesh Bhil Corps, and to it he gave up the 
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romninini; years of liis life, for he dicil ct-en ns lie reached Home in 
1883, when he had jnst retired. His friends put np memorinl 
lirnsses to him in Stt. Mary's Foona, and in the Parish Clinrch of his 
homo with ihu inscription. 

3n memory of iHafor Olftier sProlipn. C.3.e. 

VonKOKST sox OP JOHN PRODYN, RSQ.. OF UAKOR ItOCSR. U>NOIIOPB IK THR 
COUKTY oP OUJUCRSTRR. 

I.AT1S OP Tin: ann kroihbnt or itoaiBAr xativr ixpaxtry. and for 

TWEXTV-SIX YRAnS. 

imORI. ARRXT Axn SUPRRIXTKXDBNT OP POUCR IN TIIR FROVIXCR OP 
KiiAXorant. 

A MAX or FURR IIRART. mtAll:. IIOXRST. AND TRUB. IIR WOK THR 

ooxriiiRxrn Axn Rsrenu optiib oovrrxhrnt and tub rrbprct AXn 
AI'PCCTIOX op Abl. Aunxo 
WHOM HR srr\*ri). 

THIS MOXt'HRXT IR RRRCTRD RY 1118 COMRAORS. WHO DXITB IX LAaiBKTIXO 
THR I.OSR or A OALtAXT OpriRRR. AXO A VARORD FBIRKD. 

HR ninn in i.oxnox onthr aim jouv issa. within a month aptrr hw 

DRPARTURR PROM INDIA. 

He had only three iiiifi^rK out of ten, and those on his left hand. 
Vet he wrote n elear and ehameteristie hand writinff. An officer 
still on the netire. list who i-erved with him slates IlmL he could al> 
ways rcelcon on killing two snipe right and left, usnnily took first 
spear when pigstiekiiig, and was n fearless gentleman rhlcr. Another 
says " The Sahehs loved him, and the Dhils adored him.” 

The eoiirlesy of sonic of the mcnibci's of his family has provi- 
ded the following interesting Recount, written hy one who knew him 
well. 

I remember well OHver'a introdneing me to the Dhils ns his 
own “ gauniwnllnh " — (the nmn from the same village) — the 
greatest roniplimcnt in Bhil eyes that he could pay to nn 
unknown Sahib, and one that gait! me more prestige in tlicir 
1^X8 tiinn I probably dctcr^'cd. I played cricket wiHi the 
Bliils, and got some of the best shikaris appointed to my 
guard. Oliver ProbyTi often inn])ired, and took n pnlcmnl 
interest in my welfare. 

He was then a noted tiger sliot, and it splendid horseman. His 
feat in winning the Foona Dciby and many otlicr triumphs 
on horseback will not be forgotten by any of his contem- 
poraries. He delighted to show liis friends their first tiger, 
and to teach them all tlic wood croft he knew. He showed 
me my first ti^, and l^at it np to me Jiipiself op Jiis favog-. 
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rite elephant; and this was only the drat of Bcvcral tigers 
tlmt I sliOt or assisted otlicrs to shoot in his company. Those 
who remember the Khnndcsh of those days will raeall thd 
famous sliooUng camps by tlie Tapti on the IClinndcsh 
Kajpipla frontier and the wild haunts of Damji Wassarn of 
Sagbora whose boundary I afterwards settled when Assistant 
Foliticnl Agent in Rewn Konta in 187%. Sagbora was tlien 
noted ns a Cave of Adullom, frequented botli by wild beasts 
and wilder men. 

1 also recall to mind in conneeUon witli Oliver Probyn and the 
late Major Gill of Adjunta, nimr the celebrated Caves, a lame 
tiger on 3 legs, commonly known as tlic ‘ Lungrawallnh 
Sluiilan', which Probyn intended to dioot, and had carefully 
posted himself for the shot. That tJgcr was limping straight 
up to Probyn, when n sepoy incautiously gave a low 
whistle. This tlic tiger heard and promptly changed his 
course and came opposite to my tree sitting down on its 
haunches like a huge cat, and holding up its damaged fore 
paw. I took my 'chance and the tiger fell to my shot. 
Probyn tliough sorely disappointed nt his own ill luck 
praised me for tlie shot wliich rid tlic neighbourhood of a 
weird heast whidi being crippled was expected to become a 
numenter, but he did not forgive tlic careless sepoy who 
whistled at tlic wrong time, and ^oilt his chance. I can hear 
him now in very fluent Hindustani admonisliing tha{ sepoy in 
terms which the Bhils very well understood and greatly en- 
joyed. The relatives of that sepoy must have squiimcd if 
they coiild have heard tlic Sahib’s ‘ winged words’ addressed to 
thdr luckless caste man.' Doubtless thoy had often heard the 
same before from ‘ kala log ’ when tlicy were drunk, but the 
Sahib’s vernacular compliments were far more important and 
were reserved for great occamons. 

Probyn’s Monsoon head quarters wiire at Dhurungaum aud there 
1 also lived for one or two seasons in company with H. £. M. 
(now Sir Evan) James and Henry ScanncU, Assistant Su- 
perintendent of Police. Probyn’s Police Assistants nt tliis 
time were Captain Frank Wise, Captain Gordon Birdwood, 
nnd H. Scannell, all iolas now gone, Probyn wnB n little king 
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in iiM own wny nt l}1mnin/;Anm, worshipped by the Bhib no 
Outmm wiu before him, nitd beloved and lionourcd by all hie 
English friends. Besides Iieing an excellent rifle riiot he 
wnv wonderful n-hli his shot gun nt ijnnil, snipe and florienn. 
He used to shoot with two 28 bore xhot -guns very ligl* in 
weight, ill fact mere tors, ediich he could use nlmost wifli one 
Imiid, nnd could carry all (by without fatigue. He kept 
himself in wonderful riding condition by great abstemiousness 
in food, nnd drinking very little ; but he was noted amongst 
his Englisli friends for his skill in making ‘ cocktails*, nnd 
dinning small drinks ndiicli he could vary nt will according 
to the taste of his guests. He wnn one of the most com- 
pitniontibic men I ever knea*. and the time I spent in Khnn- 
desh from 18C0 in Xovember I8T1 serving under Lionel 
Ashbumer C.S.I. ns Collector, C.B. (iifterwiinls Sir Oinrlcs) 
Pritchard K.C'.S.I., H.E.H. (nfteniimrds Sir Evan) James, 
nnd Oliver Probyn, I look himk upon ns some of the pleas- 
antest in my whole sen-ice. 

Of Probyn’s career after I left Kliantfedi I lm\*e no personal 
, knowledge, but I often used to meet liim when I was Political 
Asiiifitant in Hewn Kanta and AsMstnnt Resident at Ibroda. 
Those who remember the hospilublc Brcaidi Candy bungalow 
of the tlircc brotlieni Campbell with their Iwnutifnl garden, 
and excellent laulmiiiloii court, can recall Oliver Probyn’s 
wonderful shill at tlint game, playing ns he did witli hb 
crippled left hand and using his bat ns well ns tlic best of us. 
All three broUicrs were like myself great admirers of Oliver 
Probyn, or Probyn Bluio (Brother F.) ns he was commonly 
called by his intimates in tliose days, hlujor Probyn’s 
public scrriccs have been commemomted in tlic tablets erected 
to his memory botli at Poona nnd nt Linghopc County 
Gloucester, where lib fntlier resided. By tliosc who knew him 
ns I did ho will never be forgotten. He died unmarried 
leaving behind him the memory of a brave nnd simple nature 
sons peiir et smu reprodie, Sudi men ore always scarce. 

On one occasion Kimlya Naik, a Bhil leader who was associ- 
ated with Bhimya in his depredationB in Bodvani State, was so 
bard pressed by the troops that be crossed the frontier into Khandesb,* 
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leaving all beliind him, including his cliild, who was accidentally 
killed in tlie pursuit. He ran into Prohj’n’s cnmp.cntered his tent, 
fell at his feet and demanded sanctuarj'. This could not be offered 
to an outlawed dacoit, but ns it had been demanded, Probyn said that 
Nimlya would not be nri-estcd in Ivhnndesh provided he left it within 
48 hours. At the same time he advised Ninilya to go at once to his 
pursuers’ camp and surrender. For this act of combined chivalry 
and good judgment Probyn was coinincndcd by Government. 

Old Bhils still living who served under Probyn confess to having 
had a respect for the .shrewd blows which he was able to inflict with 
the hook he wore on his right arm or the dogwbip he haijituall}- 
carried. But' they combined tljis fear with a real respect for him ns 
a gallant officer and a fearless hunter and with a love for him ns a 
friend and patron. 

So great was his prowess in sport, that he was allowed the use 
of several Government elephants for many ycai's for the c.vpress 
purpose of killing the tigers which infested the western and northern 
jungles. The Agency’ reports contain the thanks of Govermnent 
year by year for tlio good service done in this way. 

Such was the last great comiiiandunt of the Kliandesh Bhil 
corps. Worse mutilated than Nelson, he had all Nelson’s dash 
and vigour, aiid commanded as much as Nelson the affections of his 
men. That he bad not the same opportunities as Nelson of showing 
his pi'owcss in tlio field, is hardly his fault. 

In 187S a Bhil named Jagtya collected a band in the Badvani 
hills and began to plunder. Preparations wei'c made to oppose him, 
but he was defeated and taken by Holkar’s Troops before he 
reached Ivhandcsli. 

In 1879 Captain Probyn was ordered to Poona with a detach- 
ment of the Bhil Coi-ps to take part in the operations against the 
outlaw Vasudeo Phadke. This was the last occasion on which the 
Corps served outside KImndesh, and it is gratifying to read that 
the service was well performed. In the same year there was a scare 
in Khandesh owing to the discover 3 ' of sympathizers with Vasudeo 
who were collecting men and funds for him. At the same time a 
series of dneoities were committed in the south of the Province. 
It was feared that an organized rising was in progress, but the 
fears were proved to be groundless. 
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Various officers served under Proliyn from time to timi^ at least 
three of whom afterwards rose to the position of Inspcctor-Gcnenil 
of Police. Their sers'icca were no doubt man3- and distinguished, 
but they won their distinction clsewlirrc. Civilian Police Officers were 
ndiiiHtcd to the Corps. The native Officers were refused commission^ 
and treated as Policemen. J'rofayn himself signed himself always os 
Superintendent, not ns Commandant. On one occasion he wislicd for 
more unarmed Police, and in his letter submitting tlic proposals he 
speaks of '* a transfer from the armed to the unarmed Police. 

Xothiiig remained for tlic Bbil Corpit to do, except ordinoiy 
Police routine duties. While Prohyn still commanded, little was said, but 
soon after he left, it was urged that the Bliils were not the best type 
of men for such duties. Hint Uic Corps had outli\-cd its usefulness, 
and might well be dislmndcd. In truth, ordinarj*, regular, uneventful 
work has no attractions for Bhils. Great ciforta, almost superhu- 
man exertions, to obtain sport or plunder, tliey diecrfully undertake, 
bub nlwny’s in Uic hope of subsequent periods of idleness. The 
regular drill of n regiment to tlicm seems piirposclcss, just as tlic 
nicUiodical labourer of an artificer or a mill hand is intolerably dull. 

Before striking the final blow, Goi'cmmcnt consulted scvcinl 
officers of experience. It is notewortliy tlmt one and all, though 
recommending the ehaiigc, shewed muoh regret that it had to be 
made. The name of Gutrnin, the past sorvices of tlic Corps, the 
picturesque nature of the Bhils, and above all the indescribable 
charm which tlie Province has always Imd for those who have served 
in it^ all exercized their influence. But sentiment could not stand 
against utility and common sense, and the final orders, published in 
July 1801, ore here reproduced. 

FOLICB ESTABLISHMENT. 

Redibxbdiutioh oe Fouce Fobce. 

Acfolatioii. 

The effect of the opinions received under Government Resolution 
No. 1860, dated the 88th February, paragraph 8, is to con- 
firm the view previously token by the Governor in Council 
.that the re-organisation on the lines suggested by the In^co- 
‘ .tor-General of Folioe of the Bhil Corps in Shondesh is prac- 
ticable^ while at the same time it -requires to be carried .put 
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with Cjiution. The reports of Messrs. Moore anti Loch ivho 
have had tire most recent experience, sliow that tlic corps- 
has seriously deteriorated in smartness and efficiency while it 
has almost entirely lost touch B-ith the Bhils of tlic hills and 
forests. The ti*ansformation of the Corps into the Armed 
Police of IChandesh, as recommended by the Inspector-Gen- 
eral of Police, is accordingly approved ; but it is desirable 
to prevent the rise of any suspicion in the minds of the Bhil 
population that in making this reform, Govenimcnt is with- 
drawing from tlieir race an aid to livcliliood which they have 
cnjoj-cd for more than half a cenlurj'. In carrying out the 
reorganization, therefore, the whole existing number of Bhils 
in tlie Corps, except those who arc entitled to full pension and 
whom it is desirable to retire at once, should be transferred to 
the Armed Brandi of the Khandesh Police and in order not 
to part hastily witli the old designation, the official title of 
that Branch .should for the present, be the “ Khandesh Armed 
Police (Bhil Corps).” The reduction to 600 in the strcngtli 
of the Corps is sanctioned, subject to the report of the Com- 
mittee appointed bj’ Government Resolution No. 2391, dated 
the 29tli April 1891, but the I'cducLions should lie effected 
gradually, and as far as possible Bhils should continue to bo 
recimitcd up to their present .strength in the Corps, if fit 
men can be found. Under no circumstances should the number 
of Bhils in the armed Branch be allowed to fall below 200. 
Should tlie improved rates of pay recommended bj' the 
Inspector-General of Police be finall3' accepted by Govern- 
ment, the Governor in Council thinks tlmt the difficulty now 
experienced in obtaining efficient recruits from the hill 
Bhils will to some extent disappear. Government indeed 
agree with Mr. Loch in tliinkiug tlicre is no obvious 
reason why Bliils of sufficient intelligence should not be 
found for scr\'icc in the Unarmed Branch. 

It will be noted that tlie old name is still kept up, and Bhils 
are not excluded from the ranks. In fact there are even now 
serving line bred veterans who have seen Probyn, whose grandfathers 
knew Outram, whose sons are trained for tlie Police, and whose 
' original homes are forgotten. 
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FAREWELL. 

S O ciitls ilic slory of the parent of Indian Local Corps, Its life 
was a hare 66 years, and the last 30 of tliosc j-enrs were 
peaceful and inactive. 

The bungalow at Dharaiigaon where Outram and his successors 
lived is pulled down, and its site is occupied by a garden and monu- 
ment. The parade ground is ploughed up and turned into cotton 
fields. The Police have left Dharongaon for Dhulia and Jalgaon. 
The Province itself, shorn of four counties to form part of Nasik 
District, has been further subdivided into two districts of moderate 
size. 

The Dangs, the Mewas States, and the Akrani, the last haunts 
of the Bhil freebooters, have been reduced to a stale of respectabil- 
ity bordering on dullness. Only in the occasional years when 
failure of the monsoon brings failure or distress do the Bhils shew 
signs of their old habits. They never form gangs so powerful 
as not to be easily dealt with by the Police, but there have been 
even of late years outlaws whose daring, cunning and generosity 
have called Rbbin Hood to mind, who have shewn sport to tlieir 
pursuers, and have died game. 

' Could Outram, or Briggs, or Ovans revisit Khandesh, they 
would hardly recognize the country, and if they did, they would 
probably vote it monstrously uninteresting. Intex’sected with rail- 
ways and roads, almost every available a«-e under the plough, the 
Province is one of the mainstays of the Bombay cotton market. 
Prosaic and commercial it may be, yet there is a charm about Khan- 
desh. Its people are stay-at-home country folk, with the failings 
of their class, but also their virtues. Hospitality never fails, loyalty 
is permanent, and the remembrance of byegoue days, and the great 
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men who lived in them, is always fresh. It is true that the people 
are , largely illiterate, so that traditions arc liandcd on hy word of 
mouth. A farseeing reform may be ascribed to Propert Kaja, which 
really was due to Ashburncr Bahadur, or a sporting anecdote be 
related of Probyn which really dates from Outram. What matters 
it ? The spirit is there, though the names be altered. 

The climate has no doubt improved with the removal of th ' 
jungle, but it is still not of the best. A roll of officers^r-rf 
Corps from Outram to Probyn is attached. ,>Lo rf„cht is with- 
arc available, and tlic names have been gatiierlj irom files 
gazettes. Further information ivhere possible has been obtained' 
from tlie regiments to M'hich the officers belonged. It is meagre and 
incomplete, but even so it is clear that several good men laid down 
their lives for the Province, after suffering from fever and the 
severity of the clifnate. 

Outran! was content to spend in Khandesh ten of the best years 
of his life, to found tlic Bhil Corps, wliich proved an example to 
many parts of India. Several of the corps modelled on the Ehan- 
desh pattern arc still doing good work. Morris and Probyn, to 
mention onlyitwo of the most prominent commandants, were content 
to live many years in the Province, and give it of their best. Others 
might bo named in more recent days who have lived and died in 
and for Khandesh. Wherein the charm lies, why the old Khandesh 
officer should always have an affection for the Province, wh^' men 
arc pleased to curse the climate and yet prefer to remain in it, these 
are questions whicli admit of many answers. Suffice it to say, that 
the charm exists, and in whatever it may consist, it at any rate is 
the originating cause of tliis little book. 
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ROLL OF OFFICERS. 

Date 

1835 N'orr.— CommanOant, Uent. Gra- 
hnm. 

2niI-In-Cainnunil, T. H. 

Browne, Fort Adjutant^ 
AilrfBi1h,2Srd Regiment K. T. 
Adjutant, Uent. Morrle. 

1838. -Commandant, Ueub Graham. 
2nd>ln-Command. Uent. Horrli. 
Adjutant, J. W. Anld, iLlent., 
26tb Regiment K. I. 

1841. — Commandant, Cnpb Morrle. 
2nd-in-Comniand, Uent. AuU. 
Adjutant. XUP. Hoaie, Q.icut. 

18th Regiment M. I. 

1842. — Commandant, Copt. Moirla. 
2nd-ln-Commnnd, Uent. Anld. 
Adjutant. 3, Hunter, ^Bniign, 

4th Regiment (A Rifle Corpa) 
ali oflleiating. Copt. Gmiuni 

1843. -Cammnndimt, Copt. Gmham. 
2nd-ln-Commnnd, Cnpt. Morrle. 
Adjutant, Uent. Auld. 

1844 Feh.-CommBndnnt.Capt. Morris. 

1 Uentenant Beck died soon after Joining. 

» Xo further record uTnllafale. A Caploin A. F. D. Fraier of the 
pUi Xadre Infantiy died in 1836. Fooibly a miitefce in IniUale has been made. 

I * In 1864 Captain Morrii was Bieret Major. He went on long sick leuTe, 
Meh had to he extended tin Jnnuaiy 1868. But be only landed In Bombay, his 
nlHi was so bod thot he could de no dnty. He wns ollawed to nmain on the 
jrk list until he retired in May 1868 on the pension of n Colonel, 
j * Uentenant Browne died on dnfy In Jamner TOluka. 

f Bnaign 1887. Uentenant 1888. Appears never to iiave lejeined his 
^ment, hnt to have remained in Civil employ. Goaetted Uentenant.CoIaneI, 
kth May 1868. 

I ■ Fromoted 'Captain, Fdimny 1860, and immediately tnnsferred to the 
hvaUd EstobUshment at bis own icqneat. WhUe in Kimndesb he feB sick, and 
td to ask to leave the Carps. 

' Afterwards Brigade ICaJor- at Baioda and Staff Ofllcerat Shlfcnrpuy. 
^ent to Europe on sick leave iq 1847, and lettre^ In 186J. 


15 May.— Commandant 3. Outrnm, 

Uent., 23rd Regiment X. I. 

17. - Commandant, Ueub Oiitrnm. 

Adjutant, lUeut. Beck (Re- 
giment not stated). 

18. — CommandanU Uent. Outram. 

Adjutenb Douglas A. Gralinm, 
U • '•egiment N. I. 

10— CommaaUi.uT, Ueub Oatrnm. 

Adjutant, Tliomaa Fraser,* 
Ueub European Regiment, 
attached to the 18th Regiment 
X.I. at Aslrgndh. (officiating 

, for Ueub Gmham on leave.) 

U.— CoBunandimt Uent. Outram. 

Adjutant^ Uent. Graham. 

38.— Cemmandant, Ueub Outram. 

Adjutenb *17. 3, Morris, 

Ensign, 8th Regiment X. I. 
(offlclailng for Ueub Gra- 
ham). 

.34.— Commandant Uenb Ontmm. 

Adjutenb Ueub Gmham, 

'.36 July,— Commandant Cnpb Out- 

' SndJn-Command, Ueub Graham. 

' Adjutant, Uenb Morris. 
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1844 July. — Commnndnnt q ^ Adjutantj, F. W. M. Atkins 

2iKl;in-Commnnd j-jviorris. “Liciit., 20tli Regiment N. I, 

A 1 1 o t. A/r 1852.— Commandant, CjipL. Morris. 

1844 Aug. — Commandant Capt. Morris. « -, • n « 

\ A 11 Snd-in-Commnnd, CapL. Rose. 

2nd in>Commnnd, Cnpt. Auld. o i • ^ ^ 

, , . ^ - _ T • ». 3rd-in-Command, F. G. Newn- 

Adjutant, James Rose, Lieut., . r • a oo i « . 

. .-XT T Lieut., 23rd Regiment 

8l5th Regiment N. I. N I 

1845. — Commandnn*- Cnpt. Morris* a i-' a* at* a a^i- 

« ^ . A .1 Adjutant, Lieut. Atkins. 

2ncl-in.C. -m«nd. Cnpl. Auld. i855._Commnncl«nt, Capt , Rose. 
3rcl-in-Com,nan.T, Lieut. Rose. 2nd in-Command, Lieub. Xc«l.. 

Adjutant, H. W. d*Arc3- 

"Lieut. 1st Grenadier Regi- 3rd.inlc5mmand ? Lieut, 

mcnl N. I. Adjutant j Atkins. 

1848. — Commandant, Capt. Morris. 180C. — Commandont, Slajor A.’" JI. 

2nd-in.Command, Lieut. Rose. Hasclwood, .3rd Regiment 

Srd-in-Command, C. P. Rigby, N. 1. 

Lieut., IGtii Regiment K.T. 2nd-in>Commnnd, Capt. H. 

Adjutant Lieut. d’Arej'. Birch, Slst Regiment X. I. 

1849. — Commandant Capt. Morris. ttrd-in-Command, Lieut. Atkins. 

2nd-!n-Command, Lieut. Righ}’. Adjutant Lieut. Kenned}’. 

3rd-in-CommnndF..A.C.Kane,><' J857. \alK.B. C. 

Lieut., 16tii Regiment X. I. Commandant, Jlajor llasel- 

Ofllciating.Lient.Rose on leave. wood. 

Adjutant, Lieut. d-Arcy. 2nd-in Command, Capt. H. V. 

1860. — Commandant, Capt. Morris. Davies, 29tli Regiment X. T. 

2nd-in-Command, Capt. Rose. Adjutant, Lieut. A. Bell. 

3rd-in-Commnnd, Lieut. Kane. 2ndK. B. C. 

Adjutant, Lieut. d’Arey. Commandant, Capt. Bircli. 

1861. — Commandant, Capt. Morris. 2nd in^Command, Lieut. Atkins. 

2nd in-Command, Capt. Ro.se. Adjutant, Lieut. T. Tliatclier, 

3rd-iii-Comrannd, Lieut. Kiine. 11th*" Regiment X’. I. 

" Commanded tlic Satnrn Local Corjjs 1858-1861. Retired in 1861 as Major. 

" Retired in 1853 as Lieutenant. 

“ Sent back to his regiment 1862. Was Assistant Magistrate in Thana, 
Ahmednagar and Khandesh. Retired in 1861 as Major. 

H No trace found of this officer after 1861. In 1857 he was transferred for 
a short time to .\hmcdabad as Assistant Superintendent of Police. 

*" Bnsign 1828, Tiicutenant 1833, Captain 1844. Served at llic siege and 



281 


rAHEXTELL. 

ROtt OF OFFiCEHS — contd. 


Commandant. 


Bftn-ccn 1858 and I8G0 manr changes, 
substantive and officiating occurred. 
Some of the officers named appc.ar never 
actiiidly to have joined. 

Ueut. Atkins officiated in 
Command of botli 1st and 
2nd K. B. C. 

Ideut. Thatcher officiated as 
2ad-in'Cammand, 1st K. 
B. C. 

Captain C. T. Palin, 19tli 
Regiment S’. I. was 2nd-in 
Command, 1st K.B.C. 

Lieut. Stanlcj’ Scott, 2nd 
European Regiment L. I. 
was Adjutant and officiated 
ns 2nd in<k>mmand, 2nd 
K.B.C. 

Lieut. O. Probyn, Invalid 
Establishment, was Adju- 
tant, 2nd K.B.C., and offi- 
ciated os 2nd -in-Command, 
1st K.B.C. 

hlajor Arthur was Comman- 
dant, 1st K.B.C. 


Capt. A. W, Gr.iham was 
2nd-in-Command, 1st IC. 
B.C. 

Lieut. G. R. Goodfeilow, 
15th Regiment N. I. was 
Adjutant 2nd K.B.C. 

Lieut. C, Grant, 6th Rcgi- . 
mem 1. was Comman- 
dant, 2uu K.B.C. 

Capt W. Rice, 25th Regi- 
ment N, L. I. was Com- 
mandant, 2nd K.B.C. 

In 1860 the 2nd Khandesh Bhil 
Corps was abolished. 

1860. — Commandant Lieut. Atkins. 

2nd-in-Command, Lieut. Probyn. 
3rd-in-Command, Capt S. Scott 
Adjutant, Lieut. Stanley Bell, 
2nd Regiment N. I. 

1862 — Commandant, Copt Probyn. 

2Qd-in Command', Capt, S. 
Scott. 

Adjutant, Lieut H. S. Danlcll,M 
Adjutant Gusarat Irregular 
Horse. 3rd Liglit Cavalry. 


n Promoted Captain 1874. Subsequently rose to be Lieutenant Colonel. 
For many years Chief Constable of Herfordsbire. 
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